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ADVERTISEMENT to the READERv 

THE Editor thinks it neceffary to acquaint the Reader/ 
that, in this tranflation of Dom Pernety's Journal, no- 
thing has been omitted, but the detail of ordinary occurrences,, 
which appeared common to every voyage. Whatever feemed in 
any vievsr peculiar to this expedition has been retained. 

In refpe6l: to the cuts and plans, fome alterations and addi- 
tions have been made. A general chart fhewing the fituation 
of Falkland's iHands in the Southern Ocean, which was not 
given in the original, is here inferted. Plans of the iflands of 
St. Catherine, and of Buenos Ayres, are alfo added. The birds,, 
filh, &c, are clafTed in their proper order, and placed at the: 
end of the book with references to the page in which they are- 
mentioned. 

The Editor hopes the work will meet with the approbation 
of the public, as he has fpared neither coft nor pains to make, 
it ufeful and exa^h. 



^ 



Note of the Tranflator omitted in page 242. 

The Pinguin here mentioned, is different from that which is defcribed by our 
ingenious countryman Mr. Pennant, under the ^lame of the Patagonian Pinguin ; 
and anfwers more exaSIy to the fecond fpecies or lefler Pinguin fpoken of by 
that gentleman, and which is otherwife called, Anfer Magellanicus Clufii, &c. 
It is probable that Don Pernety never faw the Patagonian Pinguin, fince he fays 
nothing of it. The Reader will find an accurate account of the different fpeciei 
of this Angular bird, in the 58th volume of the Philofophical Tranfadions, which 
contains Mr. Pennant's paper on that fubje£h 
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PREFACE. 



TH E difcovcry and knowledge of the Malouine Iflands 
has been looked upon as an obje6t of To much import- 
ance, that the Englifh, having been informed of the expeditioa 
wc made there in 1764, thought it necefTary to eftablifh thcm- 
felves in thofe iflands, notwithflanding that we had already 
taken pofl^effion of them in the name of the crown of France. 
In preparing for this voyage, which excited the attention of all 
Europe, they took extraordinary precautions. Commodore 
Byron was employed on this expedition with two fhips, the Dol- 
phin and the Tamer frigate, under his command. The Florida 
was afterwards difpatched to carry them provifions of all kinds. 

We had taken polTcIIion of thcfe, iflands in the beginning of 
April, before the Dolphin was off the flocks, and we quilted 
them the 8ih of the fame month on our return to France, where 
we landed the 26th of June. The Englifh did not fail till fomc 
days after. On the 4th of December they left Port Defire, and 
took their courfe towards the South of the fuppofed Pcpys's 
Ifland, at 48 degrees South latitude, where they made fcveral 
unfuccefsful attempts for the difcovery of that ifland. They 
were then obliged, as they obfervc p. 69. of the Voyage round 
the world in 1764 and 1765 on board the Dolphin, to abandon 
that refearch, being well perfuaded of the impolfibility of finding 
this fuppoled ifland. 

The 2td of the fame month (December) being in the Strcights 
of Magellan, five leagues diffcance from " Terra del Fuego, they 
obferved a fmoke rifing in feveral places on the oppofiie coa/l, 
which is that of Patagonia. They lleercd towards it, andcafting 
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anchor at about a mile from fhorc, faw diftinftly men on hoiTc- 
back, who beckoned to them. 

On approaching the coaft there appeared manifeft figns of 
fear in the countenances of ihofe, wlio were going on Hiore in 
the boat, when they perceived at the water fide men of a pro- 
digious ftaturc. The Commodore, animated with the idea of 
making a difcovcry relative to thefc Patagonians, the queflion of 
whofe exiflcnce had for a long time furnilhed matter of conver- 
fation in England, was the fir/l who leaped on fhore^ and was 
followed by his officers and fcamcn well armed, whom he drew 
up in a polhire of defence. The favagcs, to the number of about 
200, immediately ran up to them, looking at them with an air 
of the greatcft furprizc, and fmiling at the difpropoitiou in fizc 
between the EjigUfti and themfcivcs. 

The Commodore made figns to them to fit down, which they 
complied with ; and he put about their necks collars of enamelled 
beads, and ribbands, giving to each of them fome fuch trifling 
ornament. Their fize is fo extraordinary, that even fitting they 
were almod as high as the Commodore when he flood upright. 

(P- 71) 
Their middle ilaturc fccmed to be about eight feet, and the 

highcft above nine ♦. The Englifh did not ufe any meafure lo 
afccrtain this ; but we have reafon, fay they, to beHcve, the ac- 
count we give rather falls (hort of, than exceeds, the truth, (p. 78.) 
The fize of the women is as furphzing as that of the men, and 
the children arc in the fame proportions. The women wore 
necklaces and bracelets, (p. 79.) Their cloaths were made of the 
ikinsof Peruvian fhecp, which covered their Ihouldcrs, and came 
down as far as their knees. The greaieft part of them were on 
liorleback, before we landed j but they alighted, and left their 
.horfcs at fomc dillance* The horfes have the appearance of be- 
ing 



* The Commodore \^ fiud, in the preface to the fjine Account, (p. 61.] to bo 
tx fccc hifftt- It mull be remembcxcJ, chat the Kngti£b foot is near an loch Icfs 
than the 1^ ccnch ilandatd foot» 
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ing vet7 ^*^'^f^ ^^^ ihelr height is not in proportion to that of 
their riders, and they fcemed befules to be in but indifferent con- 
dition, (p. 85.) They appeared to be of a mild and friendly 
difpofition. (p. 83,) 

Among the Englifli was Lieutenant Cummins, whom the 
Patagoniaris feemcd to regard with particular fatisfa^ion, on 
account of his height, which was not Icfs than fix feet ten 
inches. Some of them clapped him on the back ; but though 
this was intended only as a mark of their kindncfs, their hands 
fell fo heavy upon him, that he ftaggered under the weight of 
them. , 

On the 23d of the fame ntonth, the Engli(h having advanced 
farther into the Streightsdifcovered fcveral favages, on the Ifland 
of Saint Elizabeth, who made figns tp them to come on fliore. 
Both the men atKi women were of middling (lature, and well 
fhaped. Their hair was blacky their ikin> which is naturally of 
an olive colour, appeared red, becaufe they paint their bodies 
with a compofition of reddifti earth mixed with greafe. They 
are cloathed with the ikins of fea-calvcs, otters, or Peruvian 
fhecp, fewcd together, fo as to make one piece of about four 
feet and one half fquare. They wear caps made of the (kins of 
birds with the feathers, and have alfo ikins on their feet, which 
fervc them inftead of flioes* Some of the women had girdles 
ahb made of ikins ; but none of them wore capsj they were 
only diiiinguifiicd by a necklace of ihclls. (p, 92.) 

After having provided themfelvcs with wood and water at 
Port Famine, the Englifli failed from thence the 5th of January 
^7^5* 3nd fleering eaftward, cleared the Streights, and faw land 
the 13th of the fame month. The next day they entered a very 
commodious bay, within which were feveral fmail ones, and dif- 
feient harbours : to the third of thcfc they gave the name of 
Port Egmont. The entrance to this bay is by the North ; it is 
half a mile in width, and has from feveii to thirteen fathom 
depth on a muddy bottom, (p. 121), 

B 2 The 



I? 



PREFACE. 



The 23d of January, the Commodore took pofTedion of all 
thcfe iflaiuls in the name of the King of Great Britain, and left 
them the 27th, without having cdabliflied any fetilemcnt there. 
Thefe iflands are fituated in 51 degrees 21 minutes South lati- 
tude, and 66 degrees ten minutes Weft longitude, (p. 134). 
From hence they returned, coafting along to the Streighis of 
Magellan. 

It will appear by the particulars of tliis Englifti account, and 
by thofc of my Journal, that we were acquainted with the 
Malouine Jilands, and had formed a fcttlemcnt cljcrc, near a 
twelvemonth before the iwo fhips under the command of Mr. 
Byron had even difcovered them. At the time even when thcfc 
two vefTcls arrived there, Monf. de Bougainville was then re- 
turned i and having feen them from the port where he lay at 
anchor, fet fail for the Streights of Magellan, where he met 
with them, as will be feen at the end of my Journal. 

I have entered into the detail of this Englifti expedition to 
the Malouines in order to convince the public of the inconteft- 
able right of the crown of France to the pofleffion of tlxem, in 
oppofition to the injurious pretenfions of the Englifti. 

I have alio given a fketch of the account, which one of the 
officers of Mr. Byron's fliip has printed concerning the giants of 
Patagonia, that the Reader might compare it with what is faid 
of them in the extrafls from the journals of the French Cap- 
tains, who have feen and made a longer ftay with thefe Pata- 
gonians than the Englifti have. Such a comparifon will prove 
to thofc who are incredulous, or who have too much vanity to 
fuffer themfclvcs to appear ignorant of what has never come to 
their knowledge, or, from the fame principle, make a point 
of denying every thing they have not (ecn, that there exifts, 
ncvcrthelefs, a race of men, the bulk and enormity of whofe fize 
may teach thefe unbelieving, vain, and fclf-conccited perfons, to 
reduce their magnificent pretenfions, and be contented to confidcr 
thcmfelvcs as not the fmallcft among the race of dwarfs. 

The 
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The Strcights of Magellan were little known. The accounts 
we had of it till this time, though many in number, were not to 
be depended upon ; the obfeivations were either deficient in 
cxaflnefs or in peripicuity. This has determined me to give thofc 
of our two Fiench Captains, and a chart of the Strcights^ tor- 
refied according to their obfervations. 

It may be conjedured, and indeed with great appearance of 
probability, that the Malouine Iflands formerly made a part of 
Patagonia and Terra del Fucgo, and that they were ieparated 
from them by violent earthquakes, which opened a pafiage for 
the fea through a cleft caufcd by the eruption, and formed in 
time the channel, by which thofe iflands are divided from the 
continent. This conjecture is the more reafonable, as the Terra 
del Fuego took its name from thcvolcanos, which were fuppofcd 
to have been feen there, and as at fomc diftance from that pait 
of the Malouine Iflands, where we have made our fetilement, 
the hills and vallies fhcw clearly, by the diforder of the beds of 
free Itone, and the irregular heaps in which they lie, that this 
confufion is the effect of earthquakes. See what is faid on this 
fubjefl in my journal. 

But what will aftonifli the Reader is, that a country fo exten- 
fiveas theMalouines fhould neither be inhabited by men, nor by 
any of thofe quadrupeds, which are commonly met with among 
the Patagonlans; and that the fmall fpider with long legs, which 
is called in France Faucbeufc, and the little brown cricket called 
Cri-crit which is alfo found in chimneys, are the only two infers 
we faw there. It is lefs wonderful, that we fliould not meet 
with any of the reptile fpecics, as travellers afliire us, that there 
arc none to be found in the territory of Chily, whicJi lies to the 
Weft of Patagonia, in the fame parallel with the Malouine 
Iflands. 

Another motive, which induces me to believe, that the Ma- 
louines were originally joined to Patagonia, is, that there are no 
trees on them, and that the whole coalt to the Ealt of the Pata- 
gonlans, and of Terra del Fuego, is without trees, to about 25 

leagues 
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leagues up the country. At that diilance fome trees begin to 
appear, but from thence to the fea tide there is nothing to be 
found but Airubs and heath. It is the fame on the Malouines. 
The difcoveries which tlw English, who have fettled more to the 
Wefl, may make on that fide, will give us more light into thefe 
particulars. The Spaniards, who have fucceeded my countrymen 
in the Eallern iettlement will inform us witli regard to thofe 
parts. 

The exa£lnefs of the plans and charts, as well as that of the 
figures of animal^ in the plates of my Journal, may be depended 
upon. The chart I give of the Rio de la Plata is the more in- 
terefling as it was taken with the utmofl accuracy, and as it is 
the only one of that river, the na^gation of which is fo dan- 
gerous. 
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AFTER the peace was concluded by a ctfdon of all 
Canada on the part of France to England, M. dc Bou- 
gainville, Knight of St. Louis, and Colonel of infantry, 
conceived the defign of indemnifying France for this lofs, if pof- 
iiblc, by a difcovery of the fouthcrn continent, and of thofc 
large lilands, which lie in the way to it. A perufal of admiral 
Anfon's voyage round the world fixed his ideas for finding the 
Maiouine Iflands, and determined him to make them the firft 
objc6l of his expedition, and to form a fettlcment there. He 
communicated his project to the rainiftry, who approved it. To 
carry it therefore into execution, M. de Bougainville caufed a 
frigate and a (loop to be built at St. Malo at his own cxpcncc> 
under the dirc6tions of the Sieurs Guyot du Clos and Chcnart 
de la Gyraudais, who were to have the command of them under 
him. But being dcfirous to make the execution of his defign as 
advantageous as poflible, and imagining that I might be of fer- 
vicc to him in that refpeft, he propofcd to me, juft: before he 
quitted Paris, to undertake the voyage with him. A few days 
after, I received the King's orders in a letter from the Duke de 
Choifeul, minifter for the marine department, to embark with 
M. de Bougainville. I made my difpofuions immediately for the 
voyage, and fet off with him for St. Malo. 

Thofe, who are acquainted with the fituatlon of the Maiouine 
lilands, will applaud the project of M. de Bougainville; but ftw' 
people have heard of thofe iflands, bccaufc they were almoft 
unknown. Some navigators had [ccn them, but, I think, I may 
aflert, that no one before ourfclves had ever landed there, at leafl 
in the part where we did. For this reafon it wiil be proper to- 
give fome idea of the difcovery of them from the accounts givea 
by authors of cflabliihed reputatioo« 

a Frezicr> 
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Frczicr, in his relation dn Foyage de la Mrr dst Sud, printed 
in 4to, Paris i7i6» p. 26+, cxprcffcs himfclf thus: " Jf in tliij 
chart I have fuppreft ibme fuppofed countries, I have added 
others which are real, in the latitude of 51 degrees, and to which 
I Iiavc given the name of new IJlands\ becaufe tliey have been 
difcovercd fince the year 1700, the greateft part of them by the 
fliips of St. Malo. I have placed them according to the reports 
of the Maurepas and St. Louis, Hiips belonging to the India 
Company, which had a near view of them, and tlie latter even 
took in frcfh water there from a pond, which 1 have marked near 
Port St. Louis. The water here was reddlHi and fomewhat 
iniipid, in other refpedls good for the fca. Both thefc veflcis 
pafled them in different paits, but the one which kept clofeft 
along the coaft was the St. John Bapiift, con^manded by Dou- 
blet cf Havre, who attempted to pafs through an opening he faw 
towards the middle of them s but perceiving feveral fmall iflands 
juft rifing to the furface of the water, he thought proper to 
tack about. This duftcr of iflands is the fame which was dif- 
covercd by Fouquct of St. Malo, and to which he gave the 
name of Anican, his owner. The routs I have traced will Ihew 
the bearing of thefe lands from the Strcights of Lc Maire, in Iier 
pailagc from which tlie St. John Bapiifl faw them, and from 
Statcniand, which the two other fliips had had a prolpeft of 
before they found it. 

The northern part of thefe lands, which is here called the 
the Ci^aps of the /Ifjumptiofi^ wns difcovercd the 16th of July 1708, 
by Pore of St. Malo*, who named it after the fliip he failed in. 
It was thought to be a new land, at the diHance of about a hun- 
dred leagues caft of the new iflands I am fpeaking of; but I 

have 

• !t appears that Pore was not acquainted with ihc fituntion of the coafts of 
ibc H^iagoniins, nor that of the new or Malouinc lAinds, or that he was miOakcn 
in hi* point, Thcfc iflandt are in U(X no more than 90 or ico leagues diftanc 
from the Sliciyhti of M.igcIIin i how then could rhcy he at the diftancc of too 
Iraguri Weft of the tnali of the AflumftHon, as it is called by Poit- ? H he had 
kiMiwn the fituaiipn of the Malouinc llland)"! he would have ftcn clearly by the 
latitude and longitude nf Uic coall he lan along, that it could be no other than 
the coaA of thofc iOaiids. 
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have mack no fcruple of joining it with them, having convincing 
reafons to juftify my opinion. 

TJic firft is, that the latitudes obfeived on the North and South 
of ihefe iflands, and the bearing of the known parts anfwcr pcr- 
fedly to the fame point of reunion on the Eaft (ide without 
leaving any fpace between them. The fecond, that there is no 
rcafon to imagine this coaft lies eaftward of the ifles of Anican. 
For M. Gobien of the St. John, who was pleafed to communicate 
to me an extract of his journal, fuppofes it to lie South of the 
river Plata *i which account, taken ftriflly, will not admit of its 
being at a greater diftance than two or three degrees cartward, 
that is to fay, five and twenty or tliirty leagues -f-. But the dif- 
ference of computations is always a mark of uncertainty. The 
firft time they faw this coafV on their palTage from Saint Cathe- 
rine's to the Brafils, they reckoned it at 329 degrees; the fecond, 
in pafling from the river Plata, where contrary winds obliged 
ihem to put in, after having tried to pafs Cape Horn : they fup- 
pofed it at 322 degrees, and according to fome 324; following 
the charts of Peter Goos. the ciTors of which we have taken 
notice of, fo that little regard ought to be paid to them. 
However, as they relied upon them, they thought themfelves at 
a great diftance from tlie Continent, and reckoning that they 
were too far caftward, ran three hundred leagues too far to Weft 
in the South Sea, infomuch that they imagined tliemfelvcs on the 
coait of Guinea, when they landed at Y\o. But die third and 

convincing 

* The fuppofition of M. Gobien, of the St. John, is falfc, in placing thit 
ooaft of Aflumptioii South of the river Plata. Wc were on fliorc there, as he 
was, and in the fame place, according Co Frczicr'^ chart, and found it by our com- 
putation about 64 degrees and a half W. longitude from thcmcridianof Paris, and 
the mouth of the river Plata 56° 30' ; which carries thjt part of the coall where 
Ivl. Gobien and wc landed eight degrees farther S. W. and anfwers nearly to the 
miftakc attributed by the author of Admiral Anfon's Voyage [p. 78.) to Frezicr'a 
chart in regard to the fituation of the coait of Patagonia. 

t If wc place the coaft of the AH'umption three degrees farther to the Weft, 
k wit! be more conformabte to our eilimation, which makes our landing place four 
degrees, or thereabouts, more to Weft than it would be according to Fre^ier's 
chart, which is formed on the cxtrad M. Gobien fumiflicd him with from bis 
own journal. 
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convincing argument is, that we ought to pa& to windward of 
this new land according to the. longitude it was^ placed in, in the 
mknufcript chart j and that it 13 morally impbffiWe arty (hip 
could pafs without feeing it, it being about 50 leagues in length: 
from E. S. El to W. N. W. No doubt therefore reftiaiiis, that 
this W2CS the northern part of the newifland$, the woftem part of* 
which will be difcovered in time, but is yet unknown. 

Thefe Iflands are certainly the fame, which were difcftvered by 
Sir Richard Hawkins in 15931 16 the eaft of the, uninhabited coaft, 
and in 50 degrees latitude* He was thrown by a ftorm on an 
imknowii land : he ran along the coaft about fixty leagues, and' 
faw fires, from whetice he concluded the place was inhabited *. 

Hitherto thefe lands have been called Sebald's Iflands, it being 
fuppofed that the three which go under this name in the charts 
were fituated there at pleafure, for want of a proper knowledge' 
of them. But the fhip V Incarnation^ commanded by the Sictn:* 
Brignon of St. Malo, took a near view of them in fine weather 
in the year 171 1, on her departure from Rio Janeiro. They are 
ih faA three (ball iffands -f of about half a league i^ length, 

■ ' ' ranged' 

*" I do not know whether thc'iikndty which SirRkharJ Hawkins few in i^3»' 
tftihc EaA of the de&rt coaft of Picigoiua> in 50 degrees S. latititde, arpctirnoithera 
part of the new or Maloumc Iflanda. We ran fixty degrees at Icaft along the- 
cpaft, as well as, he, and fiiw nyfire,-6r, appearance of hahitac?on, though wib weee' 
v^ry-bften-atnogretterdiftiinc* tluim^lbaiof half sileaguco^ a,Iea^ew^ - 

f At out landing we difcovered three iflands about half a league in length, pretty 
high* and forming a kind of triangle, agreeable to the account of Sebald's Iflands. 
TM's refemblance m pofition and figure, made us tak« them: at' fuQt for Sebald's 
Ilia lids J but we dtfcorered near thenh feveral fmalt flat iflands, almoft even with 
the furface of the water, of which no mention is ' made it th> SiAir Bngnon's- 
journals, JKfr in tiioft? of otiKT people, who fpeak iftf-Sebitldyiflandt* A few houra. 
aftf tj having ilifcovered other eininencest one behind kiKM&ilr, wfl judged that theft: 
riiree iflands werendt Sfcbakl's Iflands, but'fome'ef' thc'fl^Uuiffek, which ftand 
0tit before -the privcipa! one, and wc fouhd . reaft>rt «« coafinti outfiltM in thiw 
opinion. If thefe tbire iflands were really Seb^d's 'Iflands* they would b« about 
twoMeagUe^ diftance frorm land-, -c^ the* principal ifland, and not fcven or eight, 
as Frezter fays. See the chart- ofodr route along the coaA. However in .the twoi 
roynges of tKe Eagle and the Sfar Pink^ which hate taken » later view of thefe 
three rflands in thrir paflfagc from the Malouinot' ti^ flie Stnutt-of Magellan, the 
Eagle in 176;, and the Kagle with the Star in 1766 % thefe vefl*els found no more 
iflands than thofe three, and have fince looked upon them to be Sebald'a Iflands. 
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xanged- in a triangular foim, as they arc reprqfentod in the charts* 
They pafTed at the diftance of three or four leagues from them, 
and faw no land, though the weather was very fine, which is a 
proof that they ai-e feparated from the new iflands by at leaft 
fcven or eight leagues. i i . , 

In the memorial prefentcd to the Campagnie ais Jmes by the 
Sieur dc Lozicr Bouvet in the year 1735, loliciting their affift- 
ance in furnifliing him tlie means of obfeiving the countjies 
difcoyercd by Gonneville, he reports, among utJier advantages of 
the eftabiifliment they might form there after that obfervation, 
the opportunities of fixing an immediate commerce with the 
Spaniards of the river Plata and the Portuguele of Brafil. lie 
even airerts, that the Ihips, in putting into the fouthern coalls, 
would ftecr very little out of their ordinary comfc for Imlia. 

By the eilablifhment we have made on the Malouinc Illands * 
we have put the India Company, and all the French navigators 
in the mod favourable fituation for accompllfliing thefe two 
objects. The Malouinc lilands arc not near fo far to tlie South : 
the climate is much more temperate; they ftand more convenient 
for the river Plata ^nd the Brafils > more in the neighbourhood 
of Magellan's lands and Patagonia, with the inhabitants of which 
it would be fo much the more eafy to fix a commerce, as they 
are already acquainted with the Europeans by the traffic they 
carry on with the Spaniards. 

' Let us coiifidcr the fituation of the fouthern lands difcovered 
by Monfieur de Gonneville, a gentleman of Normandy. In 
1503 he fitted out a veiiel at Honfleur, and fet fail in the month 
of June for the Eaft Indies. After doubUng the Cape of Good 
Hope, and meeting with a gud of wind, which was fucccedcd 
by calms, he thought of nothing but gaining fo.me land, where 
4)p might recover tlie fatigues of the voyage. He had the good 
fontune to difcover fome, and called them tlic South Indies. He 
lay tJj?r9 fu months, during which time he re/itted, formed an 

C 2 intercoui;!^ 

,,* SfDce this journal vrn written, France has cedcJ ttie Maloaine Idands t* - 
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intcrcourfc with the natives, and eftabliftied himfclf fo far in their 
confidence, that their King, Arofca, tniftcd his fon ElTomeric to 
him to make the voyage of France, on condition that he fhouid 
bring him back in twenty months. GonneviHe faikdfrom thence 
the ihird of July 1504 laden with the produce of the country. 
In the Channel he met with an Englifh privateer, which tock him, 
and carried him into Guernfey. This unlucky accident pre- 
vented his arriving in France till the year 15051 where he made 
his complaint and declaration to the admiralty at Honfleur. No 
advantage was made at that time of M. de Gonnevillc s difcovcry ; 
who to make amends to Eflbmcric for not being able to keep 
his word with him, married him to one of his relations, and left 
him at his death half his fortune. 

The Sieur Bouvet, who had fome notion of this difcovery, pre*- 
fcnted a memorial to the Ccmpagnie des Indes^ who 6ttcd out tsvo 
fhips for him, the Eagle, and Mary, wriih which he failed froni 
rOrient the 19th of July 1738. The 26th of November he got 
into 35 degrees South latitude and 344.* longitude from the 
French meridian. Here he began to meet with fogs, which con- 
tinued almoft conftantly while the two (hips remained in coiti^ 
pany. They were often fo thick, that the Eagle's crew could not 
difcovcr the Mary at the diftancc of mufquet fliot; fo tliat 
ihcy had the greatcft difficulty to keep together. The 3d of 
December, being in 39 degrees 20 minutes latitude, and 351 
longitude, they began to difcover fome fea-weed, and more birds 
than ordinary, which made them imagine they were not far from 
land : tliey therefore took all the precautions ncccflary in fuch 
ciicumflanccs. The 5th, they found themfelvcs in 42 degrees 40 
minutes latitude, and 354* longitude. The 7th, in 44 latitude, 
and 355 longitude. The lolh, 44** latitude, and the firft meri- 
dian, where fcveral geographers place the neareft point of the 
Southern Continent. The 12th, they made 7 degrees longitude; 
the 15th, 48 degrees, 50 minutes latitude, which is equal to that 
of Paris, in 7" longitude. Here they faw ice, which they looked 
upon as a certain indication of land. They even obfcrvcd a 

change 
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change in the coloar of the fca, and faw a great number of 
Puffins, and other birds, fcveral of which flapped , their wings, 
like land birds. They perceived Penguins alfo, an amphibious 
bird, a defcription of which is given in ray journal. In proportion 
as they got farther to the South, the ice increafcd, TJie i6th 
tliey faw Penguins again, and a fca wolf; the fogs and ice pre- 
vented their rifing to the 54th degree of latitude before the laft 
day of December. At length, on the firll of January, about three 
in the afternoon, they difcovercd a high land, covered with fnowj 
and very foggy, which they took for a large head-land, and called 
It Cape Circumcifton. It lies, according to the account of the Sieur 
Bouvct, in 54 degrees Soutli latitude, and from 27 to 28 degrees 
longitude from the French meridian. The 6th,. they faw a pro- 
digious quantity of birds, of a very fine white, and of tlie fizc 
of pigeons: they thought they. faw land at the difVance of one 
or two leagues. The next day they perceived anew land, jiearly 
North North Eaft of Cape Circumcifion. They continued in 
fearch of it till the 9th, at four in the morning, when the 
weather being fair and the fog gone off, they, found that the 
fuppoied land was notliing more than a niiii. 

From the time they came witliin fight of land, they had reaped 
no other benefit from it than that of concluding, that it extended . 
from eight to ten leagues E. N. E. and from fix to kvtn leagues 
Eaft. They had not been able to difcover even, whether what 
they faw was an ifland, or whether it made part of the Con- 
tinent. At length the bad weather came on, the feafon was 
advanced, and the crew were in a bad ftatc of health. All thde 
confiderations induced M. de Lozier Bouvct to take the refolution 
of going to fee for fome place to put in at, which might be more 
caCy and more convenient for their landing. lie took his'Coui'fe 
with a view of finding the plac« where Gonneville had landed j 
which, according to the account of it, is fituated in a hititude 
cqu.^1 to tlut of fomc of, the provinces of France. The molt 
northern lie in 51 degrees, which is the latitude of theMalonine 
lllands. He made tiierefore for the par.)lld fiom 51 to 52, and 

patR'd 
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pated it. with die lame inconveniencies, without reaping any kind 
of advantage. They reckoned themfelvcs in 51* lohgitude, when 
they were really in ^^^^ as they found on landing at the Cape of 
Oood Hope. They kept the Cape to the North of them, and 
continued that courfe till the 5th of February, When the tw© 
veflels feparated, the Mary fleering for the Cape wife Itt. Bouvet» 
and the Eagle for the ifle of France with Mr. Hay. 

M. fiouvet left the Cape pf Good Hope the 31ft of Marchj oij 
fcis return to France, and in his route faw Trinity Ill^nd in 3 5 1 
degrees longitude from the meridian of Teneriff, and 348' 30* 
-from the French meridian, 20 degrees 20 minutes latitude. Hp 
likewife faw the ifle of Afcenfion, which he places in 349 degree? 
longitude. He fays, that Trinity Ifland i?» without that name, 
very well defcribed by xh^ Flambeau An^(ois, After we had got, 
■fays M. Bouvet, within guft fhot of this iflahd, we faw three- 
fourths of it diftinflly. It is properly fpeaking, nothing more 
than a rock inaccefTibte on all fides. Thcre'are four little iflands 
between 8 and 9 leagues Eaft of if, Oliver de Noojt, who had 
the command of four Dutch fliips in 1599, followed this parallel 
^of 20 degrees 20 minutes from this ifland as far as the coaft of 
Brazil, and found no other in his courfe. This has made it 
imagined, that what is called Martin de Vaz*s Ifland, and the 
Ifland of ^fcenfion are the fame with Trinity Ifland*, which 
goes undeir thefe three different names. We hlave been more 
fortunate in our enterprize than M. Bouvet was in his. The 
fettlement we.made at the Malouine Iflands would anfwer all the 
purpofes of that he defigned to m^ke on |:he Southern Continent, 

if 

• What M. Bouvet fays here of Trinity Ifland is yery conformable to what wfc 
iav near the i0and' of Afcenfiony which is recounted in this journal, 00.27th April 
J 764. But though their fituation in refpe^ of latitude does not differ mpre than 
12 minutes, the longitude is abfolutely different i'fince, according to hiseftimatton, 
Tfiriity Ifland is at 348 degrees 30 mitiutei from the French' meridian, which 
^nfwers taabtfut iq degrees from the meridian of Paris. While we vfere.rec^n- 
iioitring the ifland of Afcenfion, I eftimated its fituation at 32 degrees 25 minutes 
from the latter 'meridian.- It ihould fblloW frorfi'thencfcthat Trinity Ifland itiid ^ 
jfland.of Afcenfion are really diftinA from each other j which is contrary to the 
opinion of federal navigator*. 7 
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if the India Company's fhips would take their route by the 
South Sea to China, the Philippine IflandSj ficc. and for the 
South Sea trade. The author of Anfon's Voyage exprcfTes him- 
felf upon this point in the following manner, page 54 & feq* 
4to edition, printed for Charles Anthony Jombert. " I have 
proved above, that all our future expeditions to the South Seas 
muft run a confiderable rifque of provjng abortive, whilft we are . 
under the neceflity of touching at Brdzil in our paflage thither; 
an expedient therefore, that might relieve us from this difficulty,- 
would furely be a fubjefl worthy of the attention of the public." 
We may add, that this port is too far from the neareft that can 
be found in the South Sea to be of fufficient advantage, We put;: 
into St. Catherine's as well as Admiral An Ton : we had not' 
indeed, like him, reafon to complain of the reception we met 
with; on the contrary, wc owe our acknowledgements to the 
Governor, as will be feen in this journal ; but tlK other incon- • 
veniences of this harbour are fuch as he has reported them. The 
unhcaltliy air and perpetual fogs, which are found there, arc 
enough to create a dif^uf^. 

" The beft mcthotf of effcfling this, (fays the fame author) > 
would without doubt be by a dii'covery of fome place more to 
the ibuthward, where fliips might rcfreih, and fupply themfelves • 
with the neceliaiy fea (lock for their voyage round Cape Horn. 
And we have in reality the imperfect knowledge of two places, 
which might peHups, on examination, prove extremely con- 
venient for this purpofe: the firft of them is Hcpys's liland * in 
the latitude of 47 degrees South, and laid down by Dr. Halley 
about eighty leagues to the eaftward of Cape Blanco, on ihe 
coaft of Patagonia; the fecond is Falkland's Hies in the latitude 
of 51" -f- nearly South of Pepys's Ifland. Tlie firft of thefe was 

difcovcretl* 



• In the rerond loyape to the Malouloes M. de Bougatiivtlle endeavoured for 
kvciii d^ys, withuut fucccfs, to fmd this ruppofed Pepys's Ifland ; the (dme. 
attempt wa:t made in the third voyage, and proved equally unrucccfsful. 

t N«e* of the Ifitn^tor, The Qriginal KngliOi Tays 51" I. The reft, there beinj* 
00 very material dificfcnce^ is copied vcibatiin from the originair 
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dWcovcred by Captain Cowlej in his Tojage round the Worl^ . 
in the year 1686, who represents it as a coamMxiious place for 
(hips to wood and water at ; and iays, it is provided with a voy 
good and capacious harboor, where a tboufind fiul of fiiipt 
might lide at anchor in great Safety ; that it abomds with fowls, 
and as the ^ore is cither rocks or iandj it kerns to promiTe great 
plenty of filh." 

This realbning appears to be mcrdy conjcckira], and %*ery 
boldly advanced on the part of Captain Cowley. It is eafy to 
convince one's fclf of this by reading hu relation, ^cc he Uy% 
in fo many words, that ihe bmd weather himdered his lamda^ ihere^ 
he rai having been ahU ie put bu loeigboat to Jea, If then he reaUy 
did fee it. it was ooly in his paQage, as many navigators have a 
multitude of other iOands and continents, which are ftUl un- 
known <o us, as well in rcfpeci to the quality and productions of 
the foil as to the real fituaiion of their coalts. Since this captain 
did not go on /hore there, bow could he know, that it is a good 
place to water at ? Perhaps there is no frcih water. As to wood, 
we have been deceived by appearances in running along the 
coafl of the Malouines: we thought we faw fomc, and after 
landing, ttiefe appearances vaniHied into cornilags, a fort of rufh 
or plant with long, flat, ftralt leaves, which grows on a hillock 
of three feet in hcighth at Icaft, and the leaves cluftcring Toge- 
ther form, as they rife from the hillock, an eminence of fix oricvca 
feet* See the extract from the Sicur Alexander Guyot's journal 
2t the end of this work. 

" The fecond place, or Falkland's Ifles, (proceeds the Ad- 
miral) have been feen by many fliips both French and EngUJh, 
being the land laid down by Frczicr in his chart of the extremity 
of South America under the tide of the rtrw iJUnds, Woods 
Rogers, who ran along the N. E. coaft of thcfc ifles in the year 
1 70S, tells us, that they extended about two degrees in length, 
and appeared with gentle dcfcents from hill to hill, and feemed 
20 be good ground with woods and harbours (fee what we have 
jtiid in relation to this in the preceding paragraph). Either of 

thefe 
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thefe places, as they are iflands at a confiderable diftance from 
the Continent, may be fuppofcd from their latitude, to lie in a 
climate fufficiently temperate. It is true, they are too little 
known to be at preient recommended for proper places of re- 
frefhment for fhips bound to the fouthward : but if the admiralty 
fliould think it advifeable to order them to be furveyed, which 
may be done at a very fmall expence, by a velTel fitted out on 
purpofe ; and if, on this examination, one or both of thefe places 
fhouid appear proper for the purpofe intended, it is fcarcely to 
be conceived of what prodigious import a convenient ftation 
might prove, fituated fo far to the fouthward, and fo near Cape 
Horn. The Duke and Duchefs of Briftol were but thiriy-fivo 
days from their lofing fight of Falkland's Ifles to their arrival at 
Juan Fernandez in the South Seas : and as the returning back is 
much facilitated by the weftem winds I doubt not but a voyage 
might be made from Falkland's Ifles to Juan Fernandez, and 
back again in little more than two months." 

If Woods Rogers only ran along the North Eaft coaft of 
Falkland's or the Malouine Ifles, how could he know, that they 
did not extend more than about two leagues ? We ran along only 
one fide of the coafls of the principal ifland and found that it 
extended more than three degrees from Eaft to North Eaft, It 
is true, we obferved, that it is compofed of eminences with gentle 
defcents from one to another, but the ground did never appear 
to us to be covered with wood, although we fteered clofe along 
the fhore : we even doubted if there was any there, not having 
been able to find it during the ftay we made in all the three 
voyages. 
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HISTORICAL JOURNAL 

O F M Y 

VOYAGE 

T O THE 

MALOUINE ISLANDS, 

WITH THE 

Obfervations I made on the Inhabitants and on the 
Natural Hiftory of the Places I met with in my Way, 

I LEFT Paris the 17th of Auguft 1763, at two o'clock in 
the afternoon. We flopped at Pontchartrain, in expefta- 
tion of M. d' Arboulin, at that time Adminlflrator General 
of the pofls in France, who was returning from his eflate at 
Montigny to Paris. M. de Bougainville, his nephew, was dc^ 
firous of confulting with him on the arrangements neceflary to 
be taken relative to the expences attending the building the two 
frigates, and the voyage we were going to undertake : M, d'Ar- 
boulin had a large fhare in the undertaking. We waited for him 
till near feven o'clock ; he came at laft, and after a conference of 
about an hour fct out for Paris, and we at the fame time for 
St. Malo. We travelled the two following nights and days, 
flopping only at Rennes for a few hours in the middle of the 

D 2 day 
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day to let the heat go off", which was exceffive, and to fallen one 
of our wheels, the fpokes of which could not be kept in the 
nave. On Sunday, the 2oth, about two in the morning, we 
arrived at Beaufcjour. This is a very pretty country feat, fituated 
at one end of St. Servant. M. Bougainville de Nerville, coufin- 
german to M. de Bougainville, had arrived there five days be- 
fore us, and waited our coming. We drank but one glafs of 
cyder and ran to bed, having more defire to fleep than eat. 

M. Duclos Guyot, who had been pitched upon to command 
the Eagle frigate, under the orders of M. de Bougainville, came 
to meet us at Beaufcjour, with fome of the officers who were to 
embark with us. I pafTcd my time in feeing the towns of St. 
Male and $t. Servant, and the environs, till the 25th, when we 
ivent to Port Solidor, for the ceremony of baptifing our two. 
frigates, which was performed with the ufual folemnities. All 
the officers and failors, who were to embark in them, were on 
board. M. N. chaplain and director of the hofpital of St. Sa- 
viour, in the town of St. Malo, faid mafs on board the Eagle, 
and performed all the ceremonies cuftomary upon fuch occafions. 
The two frigates, anchored clofe by each other, gave a general 
falute at the beginning of the mafs, and another at the end during 
the prayer for the King. 

The next day, Don Jamin, prior of the Benediftines of tte 
convent of St. Benoit, with whom I had been much connected, 
while he was -profeffor of divinity in the abbey of St. Germain 
des Pr^s at Pans, entertained M. de Bougainville, Meffi Duclos 
Guyot, Chenart de la Gyraudais, de Belcourt, Lieutenant of in- 
fantry, r Huillier de la Serre, Engineer, and myfelf, at dinner. 

We embarked our baggage, beds, and other neceflaries for the 
vopge, and the 29th we lay on board. It was the £rft of Sep- 
tember before every thing was embarked. 

By hve o'clock that morning we left Solidor, with abrifk wind 
to N. W. in the frigate Eagkj with a crew of 1 00 men, mount- 
ing 20 guns, pierced for 24, commanded by the Sieur Duclos 
Guyot of St. Malo, Captain of a fircfliip, in company with the 

ilooj^ 
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Hoop sphinx, crew 40 men, mounting 8 guns and 6 f /ivcls, 
commanded by the Sieur Chenart de la Gyraudais of St. JMaio, 
Lieutenant of a frigate, both under the command of M. de 
Bougainville, Knight of St. Louis, Colonel of infantry, and 
Captain of a fhip : at ten in the morning we were in the road 
of Ranee, or St, Malo. 

We were only waiting for a favourable wind to fet fail the- 
next morning, the 2d of September, when three or four perfons 
of St, Malo raifed difficulties at the Admiralty upon our depar- 
ture. M. de Bougainville, having received notice of it, went on 
fhore t& St. Male, appeared at the Admiralty, and anfwered 
every objeflion fo fully, that judgment was given in his favour. 
Thinking, however, that it ,was proper to inform the miniftry 
of this tranfa£tion, he fent off a courier with difpatches at twa 
in the morning, Sunday the 4th. The courier, who was his 
own fervant, made fo much hafte, that he returned to St. Malo, 
with an anfwer, in fifty-nine hours from his fetting off. 

On the 8th at night, being the nativity of the Virgin, the 
wind appearing at S. S. W. orders were given to unmoor, which 
was accordingly done by one in the morning, and at half paft 
fix we fet fail, the gale continuing frcfti. 

We kept under fail the 9th, and after having cleared the har- 
bour, the wind being got about to S. W, and veering more 
and more to Weftward, as we approached Cape Frehel, we came 
to anchor about noon. The floop Sphinx followed our example; 
Our two frigates were then in the fame fituation in which the 
Englifti fleet was at the affair of St. Cas, where they were fo 
roughly handled. This anchorage is by no means fecure : many 
ihips have been lofl here. 

While we remained here, I took the opportunity of putting, 
into a fmall cafk, which held about fix gallons of water, a com* 
pofition of M. Sequin's, to preferve water from fpoiling in long 
voyages. A chymift had given another, for the fame purpofe, to- 
M. de Bougainville. It was a pafte of agreyifh caft; which* 
iieemed to be made of clay^ and the powder of crude antimony^ 

Some 
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Some faiJ, there was a mixture of crude mercury in it. But, as 
M. dc Bougainville did not fhew it to me before we got on 
board, I did not analyfc it ; and he, under the uncertainty he was 
in with rcfpcfl to the ingredients, was not very defirous of trying 
the cfFc6ls of Jt. For myfclf, as I knew the compofition of M, 
Sequin's drug, which is nothing but fpirit of fait, and that, 
at tl:c fame time, it preferves the water from corruption, ^nd 
renders it more wholefome and ufeful in preventing or curing the 
fcurvy, I made no fcruple of trying it. What were the efFe<5ts of 
it will be fcen in the fequel. 

The 15th we get again under fail, and the wind being ftill 
contrary, got fight of the light-houfe of Frehel the 17th, at the 
dill^ance of about four leagues: on the 18th we refolved to come 
to author. Accordingly w^e ftood in to fliore ; the Sphinx did 
the fame ; and, after much difficulty in weathering the caftle of 
la Latte, we anchored about two in the afternoon. 

As the fca was become very calm, and the wind tolerably 
quiet, by nine this morning, M. Bougainville, MefT. de Bel- 
court, rHuillier, Donat, de la Gyraudais Captain of the Sphinx 
and myfelf, had been to the ifland j^gCt to fiioot rabbits ; but 
we faw only two in the courfe of three hours. As I had no 
other game in view than the finding of plants, or other curiofi- 
ties, that might happen to lye in my way, I amufed myfelf with 
picking up the feeds of radifhes, or wild horfe-radifli, and fome 
ftiells. Towards noon, we began to find ourfclves hungry, we 
had killed nothing, and were at a lofs for our dinner. Upon 
this we caikd a council, and it was refolved to go and beg a din- 
ner of the prior of St. Jacut. We went immediately into our 
boat, and got to the abbey about two o'clock. The prior, and 
the other Benedictines, my brethren, received us in the mofl 
obliging manner, and treated us with the fame hofpitality, which 
we had met with the fixth of this month, when we dined ^vt 
or fix of us with the piior of Bcnediclines at St. Malo. The 
prior of St. Jacut had dined ch board the Eagle the 13th, and 
M, de Bougainville had done the honours in the befl manner. 

3 As 
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As foon as dinner was over at St. Jacut, I put the prior In mind 
of the offer he had made us of greens from their garden. He> 
with great civility, gave us leave to take what we pleafed, and 
we loaded our boat with cabbages and leeks. 

On the 20th, at one in the afternoon, we fliipped our boats, 
wind at S. S, W. brifk gale, inclinable to fqualls. By three we 
were under fail. After doubling the point of the caftlc of 
la Latte, we found the wind at N.W. fo came to anchor again. 

At nine in the evening we had a violent fquall of wind, which - 
lafted above half an hour. During this, an Acadian, one of 
our paffengers, flood on the forecaftle with his arms folded, ai)d, 
while the crew were all employed, kept looking on with the ut- 
mofl compofure. M. de Bougainville, to whom a complaint 
had been made of this very man a few days before for the fame 
kind of -behaviour, and who had fpoke to him about it, could 
not now refrain for giving him a reprimand. The Acadian, 
without returning an anfwer, went below deck, and there ex- 
claimed loudly againfl this treatment to his wife, his father, and 
two other Acadian families, which were likewife palTengers, ad- 
vifing them to follow his example 5 for after all, fays he, wc were 
not hired, nor taken on board to work our paflagc, but as vo- 
lunteers and paflcngcrs; and, for my part, I would much rather 
have ftaid in France, than have embarked on fuch conditions. 

All this difcourfe was reported to M. de Bougainville, who 
was piqued at it, and vrith reafoiK Thefe Acadian families had 
lived at St. Servant, and St. Mak>, ever fince the Enghfh took 
Acadia from us. The King allowed them fo much a head, in the 
fame manner as his regular troops ; and thefe families had fcarce 
any other refource than this fort of pay and their own labour, 
M. de Bougainville offered to take them on board with him, and to 
can7 them to a country where he would give them a landed pro- 
perty, and many other advantages, which they could never expedk 
in France. He had even furniflied them with goods and money in 
advance. Upon the report that was made to him of the difcourfe 
of this AcacUan, he faid^ there was nothing more to be done than 

to 
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to fct them on fhore, and Tend them back to St. Servant ; fmce 
they were fond of mifcry, they might go there and enjoy it. As 
foon as this was told to the other families, it made fo great an 
impreflion on them, that the women biuft into tears, and the 
men upbraided the Acadian, who had been the caufe of it, and 
a difagreement among them enfued. Of this M. de Bougain- 
ville was foon informed. The next day, the 21ft, after prayers, 
he called them all before him j there arc, faid he, fome difconr 
tented perfons among you, who repent of having embarked with 
me. I do not require you to do the duty of common failors : I 
did not take you on board with me upon that footing ; but, at 
the fame time, I did not mean that you fhould confider your- 
felves as mere paflengers, and not lend a hand upon occafion. 
You are at liberty to go back to St. Malo, St. Servant, or what- 
ever place you think fit ; you have only to fpeak, and you will 
be fet on fhore immediately. 

The Acadian and his father declared, they chofc to return to 
St. Servant. The two other families defired to go the voyage. 
Early in the afternoon the father, the fon and his wdfe were 
landed near St. Caft, with their cfFe£ls -, and M. dc fiougainvillcj 
out of charity, left them the money he had obtamed in advance 
for them from the King. The other two families were rejoiced 
at this feparation and congratulated each other upon their depar- 
ture. The wife was of a peevifh temper, and her hufband was 
fo jealous of her, that he would fcarce leave her an inftant j he 
watched even her flightefl motions, and would infallibly have 
difturbed the good underftanding they were defirous of preferv- 
ing among themfelves. A perfect union prevailed between the 
two families, that made the voyage with us, and were landed 
and fettled by us on the Malouine Idands. One of them con- 
lifted of a man, his wife, two children, one a boy of three years 
old, the other a girl of one year, and two fifters of the wife, one 
twenty, and the other fevcnteen. The 'other family was com- 
pofed of a man, his wife, a boy of four years old, and the wife's 
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fifter, about fixtecn. The wife was ready to lie in, when we 
left the ifland on our return to France. 

In the morning of the 23d of September, thewindgottoE.N. E, 
an eafy gale. As it fcemed flcddy in that point, M. Duclos our 
Captain made a fignal to bring in our long-boat, and yawl, which 
were on fliore, the long boat to get water, and the yawl to fetch 
the failors, and the women that waflied the linen. M. dc Bou- 
gainville, M. de Belcourtj M. I'Huillier, and M. Donat were out 
in purfuit of game, near two leagues up the country, and pro- 
pofed to dine at the Caftic of la Latie, where M. Mauclair and 
myfelf expeded them till half part two. M. Duclos feeing that 
none of them came on board fired a gun, which haftened the 
return of our fportfmen ; but as the time preffed, and they had 
dined in the country, they would not make any ftay at the cartle 
of la Latte. Wc fent the dinner on board again, where M- 
Maudair, and I contented ourfclves with a fingle glafs till 
fupper. 

At tliree, fignal wa» given to the Sphinx to weigh anchor. 
At fu, our boats being embarked, we fet fail from Cape Frehel % 
and after feveral tacks to double the caAle of la Latte, at nine 
wc were Nortli and South of the point of the Cape. 

On Monday, the 25th, about four in the afternoon, we threw 
out a line with a double hook. The hook was fcarcely in the 
water, before a fifh, in fiiape and colour refembling a mackrel, 
bit at it, and was taken. It weighed about thirty pounds, and 
had not two handfuls of entrails, liver, &c. Ail the reft was folid 
flefh, like that of the thunny, of which it had the colour and 
flavour. An excellent foup was made of it the next day. Seve- 
ral flices of it were brought up with ditFerent fauces, and we 
found it veiy good : it is fomewhat dry, but not Co much as the 
bonito. It is called by the French, Grand*OreilU, 

The hook, with which it was caught, was not baited with 
flefh, fifh, or any \\\ict\. It is compofed of two items of iron, 
about the thickncfs of the quill of a pen, faflened together. They 
COVCA' tliis double fliank with tow, fo as to give it the form of a 
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rpindle : the tow is covered with a piece of ftrong wliilc cloth 
an<l a plate of lead ; to this they join two or four white feathers 
from the wing of a goofe or fowl, placing them in fuch a man- 
ner as to refemblc fins when extended. In this ftatc, the hook 
iias nearly tlie ap{)carance of a flying fifh. The end of the 
ihank is turned in a ring, through which they put a brafs wire 
of almort the fame thicknefs, and about two feet and a half in 
length ; the whole of this is thrown into the water, being faftcncd 
to a cord about the thicknefs of one's little fliiger, and of the 
length of twelve fathom. One end of tliis cord is faflened to the 
ftcrn of the Ihip ; the other, where the hook is, drags at a great 
diftancc in the track of the fliip. 

We continued our voyage for fcveral days without any thing 
remai-kable, wind varying, and weatlier generally rtormy. We 
faw feveral lliips at a diilance, which we took to be on their 
return from the cod iiihery on the banks of Newfoundland. One 
of them brought to, and fpoke with us. 

On the 2d of O^ober, about nine in the morning, we defcried 
a veflel without mafts, ai\d bore down upon her in order to give 
Ler what afTjftance wc could. At ten we fpoke with her. She 
proved to be a Dutch Merchantman of Amfterdara ; (he was 
coming from Curafol, and meeting with a guft of wind at about 
a hundred leagues from Bermudas, they were obliged to cut 
away the mizzen and main maft. We inquired if they were in 
want of any thing ; they anfwered, that they had Hvc French- 
ladies on board whom they were carrying to France, but that 
tliey could not put their boat to fea. Wc acquainted them, that 
we were jult come from France, and fliould not return thither 
for feveral niontlis, for which reafon we could not take charge 
of the ladies ; but if they were in want of any thing elfe, they^ 
might come and fetch it. They again told us, tfiat they could. 
not put their boat to fea. The fea indeed ran high, and wc not 
caring to expofe ours to it, wiflied them a better voyage and 
continued our courfe S. W. ~ W, 
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The 5th, at break of day we difcovcred a fail. Wc were hi 
thofc latitudes, where the Sallee Rovers ibmeiimcs cruize; ami 
we knew, they had a Frigate at fea, called the Bird, of 36 guns 
and 300 men, which the Englifli had fold to the Salletines, and 
they had given the command of it to a renegade captain of 
Provence, a good fcaman and of approved courage. They had 
alfo a Hoop of 12 guns and a hundred men. In confequence of 
this, ihe commandant of our two frigates had iifucd out orders, 
that they might be able to a£b in concert, hi cafe of an attack. 
The plan of the engagement was fixed up; the guns and fmall 
arms were prepared ; every man repaired to the ])oft allotted 
him, and wc bore down. It was fettled, tliat if this was the 
Salletine frigate, the Sphinx fliould hoift Englifli colours, and 
feem to make all the fail (he could to get under the fire of the 
frigate, to avoid falling into our hands. We in confequence 
were to hoift French colours, and make a fhew of purfuing the 
Sphinx, firing at her at the fame time as if to bring her to. As 
foon as the Salletine frigate ftiould be got between the Sphinx 
and us, the Sphinx was to hoift French colours, and then make 
her a compliment of her whole broadfide, fo that (he ftiould find 
herfelf between two fires. It was hoped, that by this manoeuvre, 
we might make up for our want of numbers, and fhatter her fo 
by a vigorous attack, that Hie ftiould be obliged to ftrike. 

Our men were brave fellows, and difplayed at this time an air 
of gaiety and refolution. They had indeed a great confidence in 
the (kill and courage of our captains, and other officers, with 
whom they had made cruizes in the laft war, and under who(e 
command they had taken many prizes, and had even made 
themfclvcs mafters of fome Englilh (hips at clofe quarters. 

As we neared the fhip we had fcen, wc thought wc could 
difcover that fhe was Englifti built. But as we knew, the 
Englilh had fold feveral fliips to the Salletines; and this, not- 
withftanding we bore down upon her, hoifted no colours, we 
took her for a Salletine fcout. On this we fired a gun, and ad- 
vanced upon her. Still ihe hoifted no colours. We now fired a 
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l—flfil gun. and it ii pn^Ue (he felt the wind of the ball. She 
then lay to for a momcnc, and afterwards (Vood for U9> without 
hoifttng. "^hcn (he was got pretty near» Qie lioiflcd Englin> 
coloii(», and paiied (b ck>£: to ui, that we difcovcfcd the caprain 
to bo ihc fame Gucmky man, who ferved as pilot to the Englifh 
ht the laft war, when ihcy made tl&cii defccnts at Cancale and 
St. Cai. The ufual qucftions were put to him in French, as* 
from what port, and whither he was bound, and what was the 
name of his (hip. He made no anfwer. M. de Bclcourt took 
the ffKaking trum|>ct, and put the fame quedions to him in 
Er)glilh, with all the cmbcllifhmcnts of the emphatic fea flyle, 
aitiiing, that he defcrvcd to have had his Hiip funk for not hoiil- 
ingi after having been twice fired at. To this he replied iir 
Lnglifhi and alledged, that his colours had been entangled 
among tlie goods. It proved to be a merchant ihip with two* 
mafU, bound, as he told us, from Li{bon to St. Michael's^ one 
of the A/orcs. 

The 8th in the morning being calmed, we fent out our cutter 
for M. dc la Gyraudais* captain of the Sphinx. He came on 
hoard us nt fcvcn. M. de Bougainville, and M. du Clos our 
captain, h.id a conference with him. He received orders for hia 
rcildezvoufl in cafe of leparaiion, an<l exaft drawings of the places 
we were to touch at, and of chofc we expected to find Mn our 
roUrlc* M. dc la Gyiaudais returned toliis own ihip about nine. 

The g\]\ and. loth, the calms continued with fogs, and fonie 
Uornijf of rain. The i ith the fame. The currents here fecm to 
run North i as may be conjciSlurcd from the difterence we found 
between our itckoning'i and obfet*vation of yellerday and to-day, 
in which time wc had made kvcn leagues and a half of way. 
The \^\\\ in the mornings the lea being fallen a<ter a florm 
which role the evening before, we caught three filh called bonitos. 
Thcic were nut Icfs tlian fifteen ot' them and two gold fifh, play- 
ing alviul on the jlaiLx%ird of our ilcin, VVe faw at the Tame 
lime feme other filhcs which go under the name of pilots. Or.e 
of thvlc was taken in a net i the bonitos were caught with a. 

line. 



O THE MALOUINE ISLAJiDS. 

line, baited with the figure of a flying filh. Thefe weighed each 
of ihem about twenty pounds j the pilot was not more than eight 
inches long. 

The 14th, being between 29' and 30' latitude, we expected to 
meet with tlie trade winds, of which wc had hitherto had no 
figns. Some of our failors, who had the moft experience, had 
aflTured us they were commonly found under this parallel M. de 
Bougainville was fo impatient for them, that he never ftirred out 
of his cabin without going to examine the compafs. He was 
obliged however to put up with fuch winds as happened to blov/. 

At two in the afternoon, the Sphinx, which was to eaflward 
of us, attra6lcd our aitcntron by hoirting a white flag at the 
foreman head, which was the fignal agreed upon in cafe of feeing 
land. We anfwercd her with the fame fignal, and found it to 
be Palm liland, the fartheft to the North Weft of the Canary 
Iflands. It bore E. S. E. of us by the compafs, and appeared to- 
us, at about 15 or 18 leagues diftance, in the form it is reprc- 
fented in the plate. 

Wc difcovcrcd another at the fame time, more to the South 
WelV, which exhibited nearly the figure B. 

The fight of thefe Iflands was of ufe in coiTccVing our reckon- 
ings and obfervations, and wc found that we were about zo' 
leagues farther Well than wc had reckoned. 

The 16th, at three in the afternoon, we made a fignal to thc^ 
Sphinx, riiat we were going to make all our fail ; which we had 
not hitherto done fince our departure, in order that fiie might be 
able to keep up with us. The Sphinx was not near fo faft a' 
failcr as our fhip, and had kept us back at lead a hundred- 
leagues ; but we did not choofe to quit company fooner, for fear 
of meeting with the Sallec Rovers, which would have required 
our mutual aiiillance to extricate us from them. At this time 
that wc had got out of the latitudes, in which they cruize, we^ 
lefolved to flretch away for the place of rendezvous ; that by- 
arriving there as foon as poffible, we might have all the rcfrcfh*- 
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mcnts, which the Sphinx might ftand in need of, ready againfi: 
her coming in, by which means our ftay might be Hiortened. 

As foon as the Sphinx had anfwercd our fignal, we fet more 
fails, the wind blowing frefli, and by {\x o'clock in the evening 
fhe was at leall: three leagues a flem of us; and before next 
morning we loft fight of her. 

On the 1 8th and 19th, we faw a great number of flying fiflies. 
They were purfued by thunnies and gold fiih» which fprang three 
or four feet out of the water to feize them. We threw out 
fevcral hooks, but not one of them would bite. 

During great part of both thefe days, our weather had been 
very llormy and the lea ran high. On the morning of the 20th, 
a calm fucceedcd, with fome rain at intervals. 

Thefe calms and the winds which never blew frefl), and were 
continually changing, did not promife us a ihort trip. Wc 
began all of us to be impatient at not meeting with the trade 
winds, which would have been fo ufeful, and were fo much the 
obje6t of our wilhes. M. de Bougainville particularly exclaimed 
againll all former navigators, who have laid it down as a cer- 
tainty, that thofe winds never fail to blow in thefe latitudes. 
He told us, that, as wc had experience of the contrary, he was 
rcfolvcd on liis return to Paiis, to prcfcnt a memorial to the 
Academy of Sciences, to prove the non-exiftcncc of trade wind«; 
at leaft, the little dependence that navigators ought to have on 
what is related of their conftant influence. 

The 21ft in the afternoon, we faw a great number of flying 
fifties, and of their enemies the bonitos, gold fifh, and thunnies. 

The mojning of the aad prelVntiid us with about half a Ibore 
of flying filli, vvliich attempting to fly over the frigate had fallen 
foul of the faili*', and dropped upon deck. They were drclfed 
for dinner, and wc found ihem extremely good and very delicate 
eating. I kept one in oider to paint it from the life, the figure 
of it is to be found in the plate. 

This liili in tliefc latitudes is of a fine blue on the back, which 
fadc« or grows ilronger infenfibly towards the bottom of the 
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belly, where the colour is a blue with a filver caft. Its wings 
arc fins of a greater length, which in general extend as far as 
the tail, but irj fome do not reach farther than to the middle of 
the body; though the ii(h is of the fame Ihape, length and 
thicknefs. The one, whofe figure is reprefentcd in the plate^ was 
about ten inches from one extremity to the other. 

On the z^d in the afternoon, fome of the faitora feeing a 
number of thunnies, got on the prow of the frigate with a 
harpoon, and caught one of ihem, which weighed 72 pounds* 
On a clofe examination of it, I perceived fome animals flicking, 
and as it were glued upon its ears. See the figure of them in 
iheir natural fize in the plate. The figure marked D is the 
upper part of the animal, which refembled a compofition of 
firings of catgut almoft iranrparent. Its eyes were two little 
black Ipots placed above the mouth B. They faftcn themfclvcs 
on the thunny by means of two legs marked C, and two others^ 
confiderabiy fmallcr marked D. 

I took fome fea water and put it in a clean glafs tumbler, that 
I might keep this animal alive and fe« its motions. I perceived 
in this water a black fpot, which at firfl I took for a fpeck o£ 
dirt ; but when 1 attempted to take it out with the end of my 
finger, I obfcrved the fuppofcd atom to avoid my touch, and plunge 
under water. I attended to its motions, and found it to be a 
living creature of the rtruclure and fize defcribed in the plate. 
It was a fpecies of cylinder formed by ten rings, fo flight and 
ti'anfparent, that it was necellary to put the glafs between the 
light and the eye of the obfcrver in order to perceive it. It 
fwam by means of two long fibres B B, and two others that are 
alroofl imperceptible C, which in gathering up and lengthening 
out again, gave the rings of the cylinder a motion perfectly cor- 
refponding to that of a quail-pijw, or a powder-machine ufed by 
hair-diefTers. The body A, was of a violet colour towards C,. 
and of a light brown towards B B. , . 

We faw likewife a great quantity of flying fifh, and we caiighi- 
with a hook, a bonito and a pilot, which I have painted from 
Ihe life. 
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Tbc naturalids pretend, on the authority no doubt of fome 
feamcn, that tlK pilot always goes before the fhark, and that 
it is for this reafon that fiili has obtained the name of the pilot, 
ai being dirw^or of the other's courfe. For my own part, I 
have fomerimcs obfcrved one or two pilots before or after each 
/Iiaik \vc caught ; but we have often fccn pilots without fharkst 
as well as fliaiks without pilots. 

Father Feuillec, p. 1731 confounds the pilot with the fucking 
6fli, and makes tliem both the fame. " The fliarks, fays he, 
are accompanied by little fitbes, which keep continually with' 
cheni, and choofe rather to fharc their fate than to abandon 
thcra 1 they fwim always a licad of them, at fuch a diitancc 
that the fliarks cannot catch them, which has procured them the 
name of pilots. Wc did not catch a fingle (hark without find- 
ing fome of thcfe fmall fiQies fticking to his back, by means of 
a yellowifli, cartilaginous membrane of a circular form, which 
they have on the top of their heads : this membrane has an 
iuhnitc number of fmall holes filled with fibres, which, to' all 
appearance, fcrve to diaw from the (kin of the (hark fome fub- 
Aancc for their nourilhment. 

The fame author allows the fliark but three rows of teeth, 
one of which, he fays, is compofed of triangular teeth, and thefe 
arc of a greater length than the others; 1 have counted feven 
rows of them in the mouths of all the iharks wc took, all of 
them moveable and triangular. Nor were the fuckers of thefe 
fucking 6lh of a circular, but of an elliptical form, fuch as is 
dcfcribcd in the figure I have given of them in the fequcl. 

The 24th the fame winds continued, which wc had had for 
fome days. Thefe were in fadl» the trade winds we had fo long 
looked out for, under which name are comprehended all thofe 
which blow from S, S. E. through the eaftcrly point to N. N. E. 
inclufive. Thefe arc the moll favourable winds that can blow, 
for fliips bound from Europe to South America, the windward 
Jind leeward Iflands, and the Gulph of Mexico. 

About eight in the morning on the 25th, wc had (Ight of 

land on our ftarboard fide. At noon, we judged it to be the 
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Ifland of Bonavlfta, one of the Cape tie Venl IJlands, fuuatcd 
North Eall of St. Jngo, the largcft and moft populous of thoi'o 
iiles* It bore North Weft of m, about nine leagues: the figure 
of it, hi the inoH extenfive view we had, appeared according to 
the rcprefentation in the plate. 

This ifland, Hke the rert, abounds in wild horfcs, goats, and 
ieveral other animals, notwithflanding tlic foil is rocky and 
barren. It is feen at a great diltancc by means of its white cliffs, 
irom whicli circumftance it derives its namc» 

We now found that we weie near twenty leagues farther eafl- 
^ward than our reckoning. 

The wind blowing frcfli from N. E, to N. N. E. accompanied 
with fine weather, afforded us a view of another of the Cape de 
Vcrd Iflands, about four o'clock in the afternoon, whicli goes by 
the name of Mayo's Ifland. The foil here likcwife is rocky and 
barren. There are ncverthelefs a great number of bulls, cows, 
goats and afles. A confidcrable quantity of fait alfo is made 
hert. The air is hot and mihealthy. The moA f(9Uthern point 
of the ifland bore S. W. -i W. and the moft northern W. ^ S. W. 
of us, and the whole appeared as exhibited in the plate. 

The 27th, after having had fome lighuiing in the night, and 
"in the morning a cloudy Iky, with a high fca, and a fquall of 
wind at half paft ten, fucceeded by a ftorm at E. S. E. which 
was of ftiort duration, the wind came about to the ufuai points 
■with an eafy gale -, and about three in the afternoon, we caught 
a bonitOj which weighed forty pounds. 

The 28ih and 29ih, proved very ftormy, but notwithftanding 
this we were not driven out of our courfc. 

On Sunday the 30th, in the morning, the Iky cleared up and 
the wind came fair again. 

At eight o'clock, Peter Laincz of St, Malo, a cabbin boy, 
about twelve years of age, going into the forccaftle fell over- 
board, without any one's knowing how the accident happened. 
The fecond mate, who was going a ftern, feeing him float along 
the ftarboard fide, cried out immediately, that there was one of 
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tlie crew overboard, \Vc ran ai this time four kaots an hour^ 
uith-a quarter wind. They threw out a plank diicdly from 
the rt:ern gallery, and whatever clfe was at hand thhcr of board 
or any other buoyant materials, in hopes the poor fellow might 
be able to reach fomc one of them, and keep himfelf by ihatr 
means above water, till the boat could be put out to take him 
■up, TIk vvhole crew was in motion, and every poflible means 
were ufed to Hop the fhip. Many ran up the main mad, otheiv 
got on the quarter deck, all intent on looking for, and difcover- 
ing the cabbin boy. After this, the boat was put to Tea, though 
it was then very rough -, it was manned with fix ftout failois^ 
under the command of the mate, who went in fcarch of the 
cabbin boy to the right and left, wherever they thought they had 
a chance of finding him, to the dirtance of half a league froni 
the /hip, but without fuccefs. When they had been out abour 
three quarters of an hour, a fignal was made for the return of 
the boat, which was cfieftcd wiih much difficulty. We rc- 
embarked her, and continued our route. 

The names of the crew were then calkd over, in order to find 
out who was the pcrfon mifllng ; for we did not yet know that 
it was the cabbin boy I have juft now mentioned. He was the 
only one, that did not appear. They looked in his hammock 
and fcarched the whole fhip over for him, and not Bnding him 
any where, it was cafy to conclude, that this Peter Lainez was 
the hand we had lofl. 

At four in the afternoon, after vefpcrs. the cloaths of the 
dcccafed cabbin boy, an inventory of wl ich bad been taken in 
the morning, were lold by auction. Our commandant, M. dc 
Bougainville, bought almoft every thing, and diftributcd them 
gratis among the cabbin boys, who wcie leafl in a condition to 
procure any for themfdves. The falc amounted to fifty crowns. 

The 3irt, the weather was ftormy at intervals, each ftorm 

being fucceeded by an almofl dead calm. During tbefe calms 

l^e caught, in lefs than two hours, two (liarks, which weighed 

,About a hundred pounds each. TlKy had both of them fifhcs 
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Peking to ihcir bodies near the hcaH, Thcfc fifh are called 
fucking fiili. I painted one after the life, in two figures ; the fi; ft 
(hcws-the fuk of the fucker, .which is upon the headj the otlur 
figure reprefents the belly of ihe fifli. It was fcven inches in 
length. 

A few hours before, feme hundied porpoifcs, whofe fignre 
may be (ccn in the plate, made their appearance wiililn pift(4 
rhot, and feemed as if they had conic on purpofe to amirfe vi% 
They fprang out of the water in an extraordinary manner- 
Several of them in cutting ilieir capers, leaped at Icafl: three or 
four feet liigh, and turned round not Icfs than three times in the 
air, as if they had been on a (pit. One may judge from hence 
of fhe {^rength of this fi(h. 

On the 2d of November, at three in the afternoon, a ftorm 
rofe at South Baft attended with a heavy rain. During this 
ftorni one of the failors brought me a flying fifh, eight uichei 
and a half long, which had jufl fallen on the forecallle. We 
had feen, before the ftorm came on, fhoals of thunnies and 
bonitos. They leaped out of the water^ and made the fca foam, 
8S if they were fighting with each other. 

On the 3d, a (hark of a middling fize, and about a hundred 
and fifty pound weight, came a ftcrn of us. He bit at the bair, 
as foon as it was offered to him. When he was raifed out of 
the water, he gave a fudden jirk, by which he difcngaged himfclf 
from the hook, leaving part of his jaw beliind him. Not 
difmayed or difhearicned by this lofs, the (hark perceiving the 
fame piece of bacon, which had been made ufe of as a bait for 
him the firft time, thrown out again, returned to it with the 
fame grccdincfs, and fwallowed at once not only the bacon, but 
the piece of bis jaw, without however being caught by the hook. 
Another piece of bacon was immediately put on ; the fliark was 
without doubt very hungry, for he came again to feize that. 
But as at this time there was a dead calm, and befides, this 
fifii is neither wholefome nor palatable food, inrtead of endea- 
vouring to take him, we amufed ourfclvcs near an hour with 
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only lcH)Ag him fmell il^ bait. When he attempted t© fwallovfr 
it, wc drew it fndrlcnly out of the water, and this was repeated 
at Icaft a dozen times without producing the cffeft, which is 
fnid to be fo common upon thefe occafions, of making the fhark 
fpring out of the water in order to feize it. 

Another thing I muft obfervc, is, that I did not fee him turn 
upon his back to fwallow the bait, but only a very little on one 
fide. M. de Bougainville, while we were amufmg ourfelvcs in 
this manner, fired at him twice with mufquct ball, but whether 
he miffed him, though almoft at the muzzle of his piece, or 
whether the Ikin was too tough for the ball to penetrate, the 
fliark was not in the Icaft diilurbcd in his motions by it ; he 
kept fwimming round and round the ftern, and at laft fwaU 
lowcd this fccond bait without being hooked, A fquall of wind- 
rifing. about this time, wc left the fhark to employ himfelf 
elfewhcre. 

The 4th and 5tli, wc had ftorms and calms at intervals. The 
6th, about ten at night, wc had a fquall of wind, which cleared 
the Iky. Ac this time we faw fomc ftars ; a fight wc had not 
had for near a week, the fky having been always gloomy and 
covered. 

The morning of the 7th, the fun rofc fine, but with fcveral 
clouds fcatlered round it. Before it appeared, the rays darting 
upon thefe clouds exhibited one of the moil beautiful fights in 
the world for variety and brightnefs of colours. I was mortified 
more than can jie imagined, not having it in my power to paint 
fuch a day-break, which would have made a raoft brilliant 
piftnrc. ] have only been able to prefcrvc a very impcife(5l 
fkctch of a fetting fun, which we all of us admired for near half 
an hour- But it is not poflible with water colours to execute 
a piflure, upon which any cxa£^ idea of it might be formed. 
Thefe colours are loo faint to exprcfs the brilliancy and luftre, 
with which the borders of the clouils were illuminatctl by the 
rnys of the fun. Oil colours would without doubt be leis 
dcfcclivc In the rcprcfentation} but I lud not any with mc. 

• Befidcs, 
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BeiideSy it would require a ikilful painter to execute, fuch a 
pifhire properly ; and I have not that qualification. 

The weather continuing fine and very hot, we had all the 
bammocks between decks taken down, in order to dry the cloaths 
of the crew, which had been all wetted in the rainy days. This 
dampnefs of cloaths is a much more immediate caufe of the 
£urvy, and many other diforders, than the fait provifions which 
are ufed at &a. A captain cannot pay too great an attention to 
the prefer ving of cleanlinefs among his crew, and to the airing . 
of the hammocks, cotts, &c. if he would prevent diforders. Our 
captain aiTured me of the truth of this obfervation, from his 
own experience in the different voyages he has made to China, 
India, Perii,- and Canada. He told me, he had always paid - 
i^rif): attention to this article, to which as well as to the choice . 
of proper food,, he attributed the general good health his crews 
had enjoyed during thofe voyages. * 

In the afternoon, we faw a large bird called by fom^Go^iian, or- 
GuUi and by others Caignard. At night a fingle fwallow came 
and perched on the main maft yard, and the next morning conf- 
linued fiyihg round the fhip. 

During the night feveral Hying fifh dropped upon our deck^. 
They were all of that fpecies, which hare the fins, that ferv'e. 
them for wings, reaching to their tail. 

At five in the morning of the 9th, a bird pretty nearly of the^: 
-flzc of a pigeon, but fomething longer, coming to perch on the 
foremaft yard, one of the failors caught him in his hand. This> 
bird, which I have painted, and whofe figure In half the natural 
fize may be feen in the plate, is of a light brown inclining to • 
red, aimoft the colour of a nut. The largeft feathers of the. 
wing and tail, are of a darker brown, or rather blackifh. The: 
bill is black, flrait, and fmall, pierced through in the middle, . 
.with a fmall protuberance below, about the length of the bird's 
head. The ypper part of the head near the bill is white; it the» . 
becomes of a peart colour, growing deeper towards the neck, . 
which' is pretty long in proportion to its thicknefs. The feet are 
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of a dark grey, webbed like thofe of water fowL After having 
made ufe of th'ii bird ia the maimer I ihall mention hereafter, 
M. de Bougainville gave him to roe to paint. I put him in a 
fmall prcis in my cabbin, where I found him the next day very 
lively, and (b little alarmed at having been taken, that when I 
fet him on my table, he put himielf in the attitude, in which I 
have drawn him. I gave him ibme food, and he cat of it, ftiil 
keeping in the fame pofturc, and continued fa for three day.s, bf 
which means 1 had full time to paint him to the life. Some c^ 
our feamcn faid, it was a fpcdes of the Soo6y bird, bccaufe it 
fuffered itielf to be caught ^o the hand, and grew tame, as foon 
as it was taken : but he had not however the crow tnlJ, which 
belongs to the booby, and has procured it the name of the dude 
with the narrow bilL Our feamen gave the lame name to ano- 
ther bird 4lib, very much refembling this, except that it has a 
crooked bill, like that of a parrot. 

About ten o'clock in the forenoon the fea appearing of a light 
^rcen caft, inftead of its ufaal blue, and the colour continuing 
the fame at fix in the evening, we fufpedcd that this appearance 
was occafioned by our being in the neighbourhood of fome land, 
or ihoaL We therefore took the precaution of founding ; but 
though we founded with a hundred and twenty fathom of line, 
we found no bottom. Thus we were freed from the apprehen- 
flons we had entertained, and which arofe from an error of the 
charts -, almofl all of them placing Brazil near fifty leagues far- 
ther Weft, than it is found to be by the obfervations of our 
feamen. We reiblved however to (bund a lecond time, if the 
fca had continued of the fame colour ; but as it appeared the 
next morning of its ufual blue caft, we continued our courie 
without taking the trouble of (bunding. 

Our mates, boatfwain, ^d tho(e of the crew, who an former 
voyages had pafied the line, had for the laft week been making 
preparations for ihe ceremony of Baptifm^ which b performed oa 
the part ^ 19 the o^me .of the Bfin-bfimme I0 iigae, to all thoie. 
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wiio have never before pafled the line, without diftindtion of 
rank, or quality, or exception of pcrfon. 

About feven o'clock, as we were at fupper, vrc heard the 
fmacking of a whip, which announced to us the arrival of a- 
courier from the Bon-homme la ligne^ according to cuftom, llic 
evening before the ceremony I juft now mentioned is to be per- 
formed. This was the cockfwain properly equipped for a courier. 
He knocked at the cabbin-door. We called out, who is there ? 
A meflenger, fays he, from the Bpn-homme la ligfie^ lord and^ 
governor of thefe latitudes. Let him in, fays M. dc Bougainville^ 
The door was opened, the meffenger alighted, and came in, 
leaving his equipage at the door. This equipage was formed by 
two failors tied back to back, and going upon all fours. One of 
Ihem had on his head a fwab, to reprefent the tail of the bcaft, 
the other had one for the mane, and a maflt of pafleboard in 
the fhape of a horfe's head. The furniture confifted of the quarter 
cloths belonging to one of the boats; that is to fay, of a carpet, 
or large piece of blue cloth, adorned with flowers de luce made 
©f yellow fluff. 

The meflenger being introduced addrefled our Commandant in 
the following terms : " the Bon-homme la ligne^ lord governor of 
tbejc latitudes, underftanding, that the brave Chevalier de Bou- 
gainville, commander of the Eagle frigate, is arrived in his do- 
minions, has oidcred me to come and compliment him on his 
part, to let him know with how much joy he hath received the 
news of his arrival, to bring the beftwi flies for his health, and 
to deliver him a letter, in which my mafler hath cxprefied his 
own fentiments. 

M. de Bougainville read the letter, which was conceived in the 
following terms ; Brave Chevalier, your iiluflnoui aSlions have ren^ 
dered the French name highly celebrated in Canada : your renown has 
reached the latstuda over which I reign^ on the win\(S of fame, and 
the hearts of my fubje^s are Jo filled with veneration for pu^ that the 
gold fi/h and boniiost the ihunnies and porpoifes as foon as they dfcried 
ibe frigate Eagle, which you command, came in flxali to me yejlerday 
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t9 announce y^ur arrivah The joy, mtb i^bicb your frtftnee bad 
am'mauJ tbeir bearts, tbfy fxpreffed by reptaied bounds and kaps^ 
ncbtcb tkty continued for a long time as tbey pajfed by pur Jbip. I 

find tbis amhaffador to notify to you my own particular Jhare in tbe 
general joy^ at ibe fame time tbat be delivers tbis Utter into your 
bandsy and I bope to-morrow to acquaint you in perfon, bow tmub I 
am deligbted witb tbe vifit you pay me. 

Signed Bon-homme la Ligne.** 
Given at the 54th minute of the firft degree of latitude^ and ia 
39 degrees three minutes longitude, of my northern dominions, 
the 9tii day of November in tlie year of my reign, 7763. 

M. dc Bougainville, when he had read the letter, told the 
envay> that be expeded to have tbe honour of prefenting him- 
felf before tbe Bon-bomme the next day, and of giving an anfwer 
to his letter in peribn. Let the courier drink> added he, and 
take care of his horfe : it mail be a fine one ; lead it in, I have 
a great curiofity to (ee it. The horfe was introduced cui-vctting, 
tolling his head, pawing, and neighing. As it was pofEble he 
might be tired with his journey, and might be thirfly, a glafs of 
wine was offered him, which he drank. The courier informed 
us, that his horfe harl two heads, one at his Aem and tbe other 
at his flcrn, upon which the bead at his flern alfo was treated 

•with a glafs of wine. 

The courier, before he retired, prefented to the commandant a 
bird on the part of the BcB'bomme la ligne^ the illuflrious pre- 
fident of thefe latitudes having requefted his acceptance of it as 
a token of his goodwill and affedlion. This was the bird which 
tliey had juft before caught in the hand, and which I have men- 
tioned above. But as we knew noticing of this at the time, we 
xvcrc not a little furprifed at the prefent. We took it at firft for 
an arttiicial bird, till by pecking with his beak he convinced us« 
ibat he was not only a real bird, but alfo in full vigour. On 
CKaroination, we found it to be a frefh water bird, whicli ferved 
only to incrcafe our furprize, 
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After flipper, we aflcmbled on the quarter-deck, and danced 
minuets, country dances, &c. to the tabor, and after that to two 
violins till near ten o'clock, when we retired to our cabbins. 

Thurfday, the ipth of November, at five in the morning we 
pafled the line, at 29 degrees 3 minutes longitude according to 
our reckonhig. At ten o'clock we faw a bird called the Frigate, 
This bird is frequently found at four hundred leagues diftance 
from land, though it is faid not to be able to fupport itfelf on 
the water without perifhing, which is the cafe with birds, that 
are not ufed to live in that element. Its legs are fhort, thick, 
and gathered up clofe to the body. Its feet are xtot webbed, but 
furniOied with fVrong pointed claws. Some of them meafurc 
nine feet from the tip of one wing to that of the other. 5y the 
extent of its wings when they are fpread, this bird eafily fupports 
itfelf in the air, the motion it gives them being almofl imper- 
ceptible. Sometimes it rifes to fo great a height, that the 
ftrongeft eye lofes fight of it. When it comes near any fhips, it 
flies round the vanes of the mail head, going and returning very 
frequently, but never perching oh any part. The fize of it is 
nearly the fame as that of a fowl. Its look is ileady and 
piercing. It darts upon its prey with an incredible fwiftnefs and 
feizes it both with its talons and bill, the upper part of which is 
unciform. The males have a red granulated membrane dei^ 
cending from their bill as far as the middle of their neck. The 
feathers on the belly are of a light grey, which at a diAance 
make it appear white. Thofe.on the back and wings are brown. 
This bird faw fome flying fifh, which he caught very artfully, 
by ikimming along the furface of the fea, while they were flying 
to avoid becoming a prey to the bonitos, and other fifhes, which 
are enemic;s to them. It is faid, that he purfues the gull 
likewife and other fea birds, to make them difgorge the fifh they 
have fwallowed that he may feize upon them himfelf. 

I do not well know for what reafon this bird Is called the 
frigatp, unlefs it be by way of comparifon between the fwiftnefs 

G of 



«4 



JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE 



of his flight, and tlic lightnefsof thofe fhips, which go under that> 
name, and are ufually better failcrs than any othcrrs. 

Not having been able to get a nearer view of this bird than 
from the top of the mafts, I cannot pretend to give a dcfcription : 
of it othcrwife than from thofe pcrlons, who have fcen and 
handled them. Father Labat (Nouveaux Voyages, torn. 6. p.. 
395) in addition to what I have already obferved, fays, that this- 
bird has large black eyes ; that he feldom alights on the ground* . 
and gcha*ally keeps himfclf perched, becaufe the fizcof his wings^. 
and the fpace which is nccefiary in order to put them in motion, , 
would render it very difficult for liim to rife from the ground. 
The feathers on his back and wings according to the fame 
author arc black, thick and ftrong j and thofe which cover the 
(^omach and thighs, are more delicate and not fo black : perhaps - 
tkat which I faw was the female, or at Icaft a young one. I^ 
killed fomc of them (continues the father) in the ifland where 
we were, for their greafe. It is faid to be an admirable fpecific in 
the fciatica, and in a numbnefs of the limbs, and other accidents . 
arifing from a want of circulation. The greafe is to be heated, and ' 
while it is on the fire, the parts affected are to be well rubbed . 
and chafed in order to open the pores ; and fome good brandy, 
or fpirits of wine are to be mixed with the fat immediately 
before it is applied. A piece of blotting paper, fleeped in this 
mixture, may be laid on the part, with comprefTes and a bandage 
to keep it in its place. 

We now come to the baptifm of the line. 
About two o'clock in the afternoon, they began by placing a 
bathing tub full of fea water and two buckets on the quarter- 
deck : athwart, from the (larboard to the larl^oard fide, they 
ftrctched a rope, which they called tbe line^ the fame they ufed 
for founding ; then the drum was beaten for every body to 
aiTemblc. The weather proved very feafonable for the ceremony, 
for it was extremely hot. Near the gangway, which leads to 
the (late room, was placed a bench covered with the quarter 
cloths, which had ferved the evening before to caparifon the 
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••courier*s horfe; and this was to be the /eat or throne for the lord 
igovernor of the line, his chancellor, and the vicar, who was to 
adminiiier the bapiifm. 

When every body was aflemblcd, a voice conveyed through a 
rpeaklng trumpet called out from the main mart top ; what is 
-the name of tbh fljip 1 fee below within my dominions f 'The Eagle ^ 
-aiifwcrcd the captain, — }Fho commands ber? — M. !e Chevalier 
i/r Bougainville. — 1 am very glad of it ; it will give me pleafure to 
•admit him into my fociety, according to the efiablified forms and cere^ 
monies, 1 received an account of him yejlerday^ and as a teflimony of 
vsy fatiifaSiiont am coming down into his Jhip with all my court,'^^ 
A la bonne beurc, replied M, de Bougainville, a fea phrafc to 
cxprcfs, that one underftands what has been faid, and that one 
approves of and confents to it. 

Upon this a failor, who had no other covering than a pair of 
tarred breeches, and on his fhoulders the ikin of a fheep with 
the wool on, Gained with red and yellow in large blotches, with 
a cap on his head made likewifc of the ikin of a fheep painted, 
with a pair of bull's horns faftcned oi\ the top, and fcvcral pieces 
of wood blacked, and feathers of turkies and fowls upon it ; his 
brcaft, arms, legs and face, being ftained in the fame manner 
%vith red and yellow colours, diluted in oil, and large black 
whifkersj this failor, I fay, thus accoutred came down from 
the main maft top by the (lirouds on the larboard fide, with an 
iron chain round his middle by way of a girdle ; in one hand he 
held the end of this chain, and in the other a pot-hook. 

Six cabbin boys marched before him naked, painted from 
head to foot with red and yellow, fome of them in blotches, 
others in crofs bands after the manner of the favages. 

As foon as they came on the quarter-deck, the failor drew 
them up in order, placed their thumbs on the rope, and made 
them dance for a quarter of an hour to the tabor. After this 
they approached the bathing tub, and the failor threw fcvcral 
buckets of water over iJiem. 
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This ceremony being finiflicd, the defcent of the loici governor 
of the line was announced by the throwing of white kidney 
beans, for fugar plumbs, from the main maft top on the quarter- 
deck. The Bon-homme la ligne, preceded by his whole court, 
took the fame route as the fatlor and the cabbin boys ; he des- 
cended flowly and majeiVically, His court was compofed of the 
fccond mate, the boatfwain, the pilot, and the gunner. The 
firft mate rcprcfented tJie Bon-homme la ligne. He was covered 
with white ftieep ikins fewed together fo as to make a garment 
of one piece. His cap, which was compofed of the fame mate- 
rials came down over his eyes. A quantity of tow mixed with 
wool ferved him for a peruke and a beard. He had a falfe nofc 
made of painted wood. Inflead of a libband, he wore acrofs 
his ihoulders a firing of trucks of the parrels, as large as goofc 

His attendants were drefled up much in the fame manner, 
except that feme of them had their arms or their legs naked, and 
painted red and ydlow, as likewife their faces ornamented with 
large black whifkers, and long wooden nofes. One carried a 
mace, or club fuch as tiie favagcs ufe, another a bow, a third an 
ax, and a fourth a calumet. Near the lord governor was his 
chancellor bearing the fceptcr, which was a fort of mop, fuch 
as is ufed in fpunging a cannon, after it has been fired. The 
cockfwain drclled like a woman, and painted with coarfe red 
paint mixed up in oil, flood clofe to the Bon-homme, who called 
him his daughter. As to the vicar, he was cloathcd in a fort of 
linen robe, covered with pitch and tar; a cord about the thick- 
nefi of one's thumb ferved him for a fafli. He wore a fquare 
cap of pafleboard blacked over, a mafk of the fame, and a linen 
gown painted red, and carried a book in his hand. One cabbin 
boy had a fquare cap painted red and black, another held a 
wooden cenfcr, hanging by pack threads platted in the fliape of 
a chain, and in the other hand a chafing difh with fire to heat 
the perfumes, whicl) were made of pitch and tar. A third 
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cabbin boy carried a bow and an arrow ; and a fourth a bafon 
aid watering pot full of fea water for the baptifm. 

The whole proceflion being comedown upon the deck, and 
the crew aflembled there> the lord governor defired a confeience 
with the commandant, who immediately advanced to receive 
bim^ Tqu are welcome hither^ M. k Chevalier ; 1 am happy to fee 
y$Uy faid the Bon homme la ligne ; excufe me ^f I do not make you 
a long compliment ; f»y lungs are Jo feeble^ lean fcarcely /peak* Tou 
mufi not be furprifed at tbis\ for I am 7763 years old: it is even 
with difficulty that I can write. I have therefore ordered my fecretary ^ 
tc do it for me \ and here is a. letter, which will acquaint you ivifb 
every thing I had to Jay to you, as well as my chancellork I am come ■ 
down from my palace on purpofe to admit you into my fociety, I hope 
you will make no fcruple of fuhmitting to the ceremony of being bap-i 
tized agreeable to the cuftom on this occafion. M, de Bougainville 
received the letter, read it, and replied d la. bonne heure. After 
this he faluted the daughter of the Bon-homme, and after con- 
gratulating, him on his having fo handfome a daughteri drew 
near the line, or rope, which was ftretched acrofs. The officers 
of the Bon-homme accompanied him to it, and the lord governor 
feated himfelf on his throne with his daughter and his chan- 
cellor. 

The officer^- tied M. de Bougainville's left thumb on the line. 
with a red ribband. The reft of us gathered round, viz. MclT. 
de Nerville, de Belcourt, I'Huillier and myfelf, and they tied our> 
left thumbs with the fame ribband. 

The vicar with a folemn air, and with his book in his hand, . 
approached M. de Bougainville, At the left hand of the vicar 
was the fcepter-bearer of the lord governor ; and at his left hand 
two cabbin boys dreflfed like favages ; one of whom carried a 
plate covered with a napkin folded, to receive the tribute, which 
is called ranfom, becaufe tliey content themfelves with pouring a 
fmall quantity of fea water on the heads of thofe, who ranfom . 
themfelves, inftead of plunging them in the fea, as is done in 
the puniihment of ducking: the other held a bow in one har.d 
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and a ccnfcr in the other. The cenftr was a piece of veootl, 
Iiollovved in the Oiape of a porringer, with three handles, and 
fofpended by tlirce pieces of cord. The cuftom of dipping in 
the fea in performing this ceremony of baptifm Is abolilhed : it 
having been confidercd that that praflicc might be attended with 
much danger on account of the fharks, which are apt to lurk 
near the Hiips, and carry away a thigh at leafl from any unfor- 
tunate pcrfon, whom they happen to feize. In lieu of this, they 
have fiibnituted the baptifm of the bath, or bathing tub, on the 
edge of which they caufe tlic pcrfon to At, who has not ranfbmed 
himfclf, or whom ihey have a mind to plague, as will be fcen in 
the progrcfs of this account. 

Things being thus fettled, the vicar addreflcd himfelf to M. de 
Bougainville in the following manner : " In order to be admitted 
into the noble and puilfant fociety of the lord governor of the 
line, it is neceffary to enter into certain preliminary engagements, 
which you will promife to obfervc. Thefe engagcnwnts ha\'c 
nothing for their object but what is entirely realbnable," " A la 
bonne heure," replied M. de Bougainville. " Do you then pro- 
mife," purfued the vicar, « to be a good citizen, and to that 
end to labour at the work of population, and not to fufler young 
women to languiQi away their time, whenever a favourable 
opportunity fliall offer itfclf ?— I do promife. — Do you promife 
never to lye with a failor's wife ?— I do promife. — Do you pro- 
mife to caufe the fame engagements to be taken, and the fame, 
or fimilar ceremonies to be obferved by aU thofe who have not 
paQed the line, when they happen to be with you ? — I do pro- 
mife. — Put your hand then upon this holy book in token of 
your obligation." M. de Bougainville laid his hand on a cut, 
which rcprefents a genius or angel and a young girl tenderly 
embracing each other. It is the cut at the 47lh page of a book 
intitled, Scntimfns iun Chretien^ Uucbi de famour de Dicu, At 
the bottom of the cut is this fentencc : quis mihi Jet te jratrem 
mcum fugcnUm ubcra matris mea & inicmam ie forts (3 decfculer te^ 
Cant, 8. The vicar went to the lord governor of the line, and 
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reported to him that M.' de Bougamvillc had taken the engage- 
ments : to which the Bon-horame anfwered : dignui eft intrare in 
mflro do6lo corpore : admitatttr. The vicar then returned toM. de 
Bougainville and faid ; the lord governor of the line is pleafed 
to admit you into the focietyof which he is the head, and has 
ordered me to receive you tlierein by adminiflration of his 
baptifm. What is your name ? Louis, faid M. de Bougainville. 
Very well 5 ego^ nomine revtrcndijfimi domini domini & ferenijimt 
frafidcniis aquatorii te^ Ludovice^ admiito in jhcietate ejus* In pro- 
nouncing tliefe words, he fpnnkJed over his head fomc drops of 
fea water. Then they untied M. de Bougainville's thumb, who 
put fomc money in the plate under the napkin, and the vkar 
threw incenfc on him. After this the vicar proceeded to M. de 
Nervilic, to whom he propofed the fame qucftions, and after^ 
him to the other pailengers aud officers with all the fame 
ceremonies. 

It was now coxne to the turn of a midfhipman, who was a^t 
fad dog, and hated by almoft every body. Tlie vicar told him, 
that the lord governor had given orders for his being admitted 
witii all the ceremonies in form. In confcquence of thcfe orders^ . 
he threw one end of his robe over the fellow's head, muttered ai 
few words, and afterwards gave him the robe, which had been 
frefh painted in oil, to kifs. He then took fome blacking, mixed 
with oil, in a fmall pot born by one of the cabbin boys, and 
fmeared his forehead and checks with it. This being performed 
they untied his thumb from the line, and conduced him to the 
bath, on the fides of which were two notches large enough to • 
receive a ftick, that was laid acrofs, and was to ferve as a feat- 
for him. He had no fooner fat down, than they fuddenly with- 
drew the rtick from under hina, and he fell with his pofteriors 
into the water, the tub being about half full^ to which there 
was a cord likewifc adjafted in fuch a manner, that by pulling . 
one end of it, at the inftant the catechumen tumbles in, it. 
faflcns round his middle, and keeps him under, without his 
being able to difengage himielf, till the by-ftandcrs are pleafed f 
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to give him his liberty. As foon as the mldfliipman was noofed, 
they fmenred his head an<l face all over with black and red : 
after that they threw at leafl five or fix buckets of water overj 
liis head, and then fufFered him to go about his bufinefs. 

After this they came to the two Acadian girls. The vicar 
alked them, if they were virgins ? they faid, Yes. Do you pro- 
niife then, faid he, to preferve your marriage vow inviolable, in 
cafe you (hall have a failor for your hulband ? The promife being 
made, he juft marked their foreheads, nofes, cheeks, and chins 
with black, in the rtighteft manner pofTible, and then poured fome 
water over their heads, after which they retii'cd. Tlie fifter o6fl 
one of thcfe had hid herfelf in order to avoid this wetting. She 
was found however, and they were going to oblige her to fubmit, 
to the ceremony; but the vicar being apprized, that there were 
rcafons, why flie fliould not be expofed to that part of it, whichij 
was to be performed with the water, told her, that he wouk 
content himfelf with making fome patches upon her face. She] 
fubmitted to this, and he kept his word. The two marriedl 
women were not baptized, becaufe their children, who were tool! 
young to be left by themfclves, were fo affrighted at the gro-< 
tefque figures of the attendants on the Bon-homme la ligne, that| 
they could not be pacjficd or brought out from the corners I 
where they had liid themfelvcs. 

Several others were afterwards baptized and bedaubed with 
black and red, but none of them were feated on the tub; becaufe 
when the others had begun to throw fome buckets of water j 
over them, they, to be even with them, returned the complimcnu 
Thofe who had been wetted, chofe to wet others : the ftruggle 
was who fliould throw moft. water, fo that all thofe who re- 
mained on the deck were as wet, as if they had been dipped in 
the fea. But they were not fatisfied with fluicing one another ; _ 
thofe wjio had had their faces blacked rubbed them againlfc fl 
others who had not undergone that ceremony, and by this 
means there was fcarce a man in the whole fhip*s company who 
cfcaped a daubing; and they did not give over the fport, till 

they 
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they were al! tired. This proved an unlucky circumftance for 
the Bon-homme and his attendants, who Io[t part of the tribute 
they would have received from thofe, who were not baptized 
with the ordinary ceremonies. The reft of the day was paflcd in 
dancing, and other kind of amufements. 

This farce is performed in every European fiiip on pafllng the 
line. But there is no precife uniformity obfcrved in the cere- 
monies ufed upon this occafion. Each nation has invented fuch 
as are moft conformable to its genius and charafler; and every 
ihip is regulated according to the degrees of humour in thofc 
who happen to prefide. Sometimes the perfon, whofe office it is 
to adminifter the baptifm, gives each perlbn a name taken from 
fome bay, fome cape, or fome remarkable promontory on an 
ifland or coafl; taking care at the fame time to apply them in 
fuch a manner as to exprefs the character, temper, figure or dif- 
pofition of the perfon fo named. The ceremony is in general 
called the bapttfm^ or the ranfom : the baptifm, becaufe of the 
water thrown over thofc, who are then pafTmg the line for the 
firft time : the ranfom, on account of the tribute, which is paid 
by thofe perfons who are not willing to be wetted. The tribute 
is ufually whatever the perfon, who pays it, thinks fit to give. 
Sometimes it is impofcd by the aflors themfelves: however they 
always take care to make their levy proportionable to the cir- 
cumftances of the perfons, from whom the tribute is exa£led. 
Thus it is not always required in money, but fomctimes in wine, 
or brandy, or hams, or fuch like ; as when the captain of the 
velTcI, who is not exempt any more than his paffengers, paflcs 
the line for the firft time. 

When the (hip is not to pafs the line, but only the tropic, 
thofe of the crew, who have already pafled it, not being willing 
to lofe tlic tribute, which they look upon as their due, have 
taken it into their heads to call the tropic, the elti^ fan of the 
Bon-homme la lignet prefumptive beir of his pojfeffions. Upon the 
ftrength of this they play tlie fame farce at ])afling the tropic, 
that others do on pafling the equator. They have even thought 
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fit to pcxform this ceremony, when a ihip for Hie firft time 
doubles Cape St. Vincent to pafs the Straits of Gibi^ltar. The 
{hips which are employed on the cod fiOicry obferve the fam© 
pra^ice, when they come within fight c^ die great bank ot 
Newfoundland. 

From this time for feveral days we had nothing ren>«rkable. 

On the 14th, by our reckoning and obfervation wc fufpe£ledr- 
that the tides and currents fct Ibutluvard, agreeable to tl>e ro- 
mark made by the author of admiral Anfon's voyage. 

At eight o'clock in the evening of this day, a bird Hmilar to 
that of which 1 have given a figure in the preceding plate, fuf- 
fcrcd himfelf to be caught in the hand over my cabbin. We 
(hut him up in a hen-coop. 

■ The next morning one of our boatfwains having taken him 
out of his place of confinement to put him upon his hatid, the 
bird took wing and flew away. A fhort time after we difcovcrcd 
AfrigaU : this bird kept wheeling round our weather flag, and 
fecmcd to peck at it more than once. We made the fame obfcr- 
▼ation on the currents this day as the day before. 

We found this climate much the fame as that of France in 
the month of May, the mornings and evenings being rather 
cold, though wc were under the torrid zone ; nor did we expe- 
rience any of ihal burning heat, which is complained of in the 
relations of fo many perfons, who have failed through thefe 
parts. It is true that fince we had pafled the line, we had 
always had fome little wind at leaft, had never been furprifed by 
calms, and had been fecured by the clouds from the rays of the 
fun. Whether it were owing to our cleanlinefs, or to our frigate 
being new we were not troubled with thofc infc£ts> which arc 
mentioned in the fame accounts) nor had we to this time one 
perfon fick on board, in order to contribute to the piefcrvation 
of health, every evening after fuppcr, the lailors were fct to 
dancing on ths rtcrn-caiUe, And indeed they were fo difpofed 
to jollity, that they would play at hot cockles, hunt the flipper, 
or any other game, that promoted exercifc and encoujaged 
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smirtlr. Sorfte of them, who wepc natorally of a cdinic turn, 
would dreft themfclves up in mafqueradc, aflliming very gro- 
Tcfque figufcs, and woukl pafs in prooeilion, or make their 
appearance k\ groirps on the ftern-eaftle, where they would 
dance mimiets, cotiHons, allemandes, country dances^ and horn- 
pipes. Moft of them had learned thcfe dances, while they were 
prifonCrs of war in the ports of Great Britain. The greatcil 
part of them had made their cfcape from thence at the rifque of 
their lives, in neutral velTels, fiftiing boats, and even fmalJ boats, 
Wliich they fcjund mtfans to carry off. Several of them have 
aflured me, that the Englifli connived at their efcape, and would 
tven bargain with the neutral vcflcis for their paflage, or fcH 
them boats : that fome lent them deaths to difguife them, others 
advanced them money, others again gave them money out of 
charity, and others furniflied tliem with letters of rccommcni' 
dation to their friends in Londoii, or in fuch ports, where they 
thought the prifoners might etlibark with the lead danger. 
They even went farther? and in order to give them the means 
of living comfortably in the prifons, where they were confined, 
made them prefents, and paid them ve(7 liberally for little toys, 
which fbme of them employed themfelvcs in making, even to 
the buying of them little images of the Virgin Mary, of Saints, 
&c. made out of wood, and as ill fliapcd as may be imagined, 
where the artifls had no other tools but their knives, and had 
never learned the trade. One of our crew, who had amufed 
himfclf in this way, has told me more than once, tliat they 
would give him to the value of half a crown for one of his 
figures, with this caution only, not to boaft of it among the 
Englifli. A fine leffon of humanity and charity I 

Mirth and clcanlinefs are two points, to the promotion of 
which fea captains ought to pay great attention. They con- 
tribute in no fmall degree to pi-event all thofc diforders to which 
feamen are ufually fubje6l. For the fame reafon they ought 
always to mix a little vinegar with their daily allowance of 
water, wfaick they put in a cafk, called charm'fn What was 
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ufed for the chamber, or ferved up at the officers mt& wa3 put 
into great canben ydkU, which were filled to the height of halt 
a foot or more with fmall pebbles. After the water has been 
drawn off from the calks loto tfacfe large vefiels, called Jar 
which arc expofed to the open air on the ftern-caftlc or iberc*^ 
abouts, it is left there to puri^ for three or four dajs before it 
Is drtink. It is imagined that the pebbles fcrvc to clear it from- 
nimc. 

I muft not omit to obferve here, that the water we had take 
on board at St. Malo, had not fuffercd the lead change, as it^ 
uTually happens between the tropics. Our bifcult was equally 
well prcfcrved, Thcie were only fome pickled cabbage, and 
fome fmall caiks of veal^ which were rather fpoiled : and that 
probably was more owing to a fault in the feafoning of them, 
than to the heat of the climate we were in. ^i 

On the 20th of November at eight in the morning we took 
porpoife of about a hundred weight. I painted him from the 
life, but without prefcrving any proportion to hi& bulL For 
the figure of him fee the plate annexed. 

Several writers confider the porpoife, as a fpecies of whale, and 
give it the nanie oi foufteur^ There are different kinds of theou 
S>ome of tlKm have their backs of a dark grey, almofl blacky 
and their bcHies much lighter. Others are of a grey approach- 
ing nearly to white, from whence they have the name of tcbite 
porpeifa, Thofe which we took, and whofe figure is reprefentcd 
in the plate, had their heads formed, not like the fnout of a hog, 
but almoff in the fhape of a bird's head, covered with a thick 
grey ikin, and the beak armed throughout with (harp white 
teeth like ihofc of a pike. They had an opening (A.) on the 
top of their head, through which they fpouted water, and this 
was followed by a Areani of air attended with a noifc fomething 
like the grunting of a hog. Their tail is horizontal, contrary 
to what is ullially found among other fifli, who have it perpen- 
diculir, when lliey arc lying upon their bellies. It is of great 
ufe, no doubt, in afljfting the porpoife to fpring out of the 
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water, and to turn round in the air with fo much eafe^ as I have 
mentioned in a former article ; to effect which they only incline 
a little more on one fide of their tail than on the other* From 
this pofition of their tail probably it is, that they derive that 
peculiar methpd of fwimming, as if they were alternately rifing 
above the water and diving under it. The porpoife, which 1 
am defciibing here (and all thofe we took were of the fame kind) 
is, as I apprehend, of that fpecies, which are called moims de mer. 
The fore part of the. head terminates in a loll near the beginning 
of the fnout or beak, anfwcring to the border of the cowl. The 
back is blackifh, and the bcUy of a grey, confiflingof a pearl 
colour, fomewhat inclining to yellow, interlperfed with black- 
and iron-grey fpots. Jt has three fins, curved and very thick.; 
one on the back, the. other two under the belly* Thefe, as well 
as the tail, arc. covered with a membrane, or thick coarfe ikin, 
which being removed, five white cartilages appeal*, difpofed like 
fingers and articulated in phalanxes. 

Idiflcfled the head and fins with an intention of prefcrving 
them ;.but having hung them up over our cabbins near the flag.; 
fiafF, fome of our crew, in working the fliip, inadvertently threw- 
them overboard* 

Porpoifes almof^ always are found in flioals, fwimming in a 
line, as if they were drawn up for an engagement. They feem . 
to go in fearch of the wind ; for we remarked that in a fliort 
time after they had palTcd us, the wind would rife- on that fide, 
to whrch they diceftcd their coucfe. There is no fifli perhaps, 
confidcring its fize, that has fo much ftrength as the porpoife. 
Among thofe, which we ftruck, .twoor three difengaged them-- 
fclves from the harpoon, either by tearing their backs or breaking , 
the harpoon. itfelf; altliough the fpike was as thick as a man's 
thumb. Thofe we took did always force the- iron, and one of 
them twifted it like the end of a fcrew. There is a ftrong fmell 
attending this fiHr, as well as the fhark, and it is fo pejmanent, 
that after the dilfeclion 1 made, my hands were not free from it 
io three days, though I waflied them very often with vinegar. , 

VVc 
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We had feme of it fervcd up at dinner the day it was fakcrt, 
which fevcral others at the table, bcfides myfelf, thought by no 
means ib ill tafted, as it is generally faid to be. 

Perceiving a change in the colour of the fca, we thought 
iproper to found ; a precaution the more neceffary in the latitudes 
we were in at this time, as there is very little dependence on 
the charts. Thofe of Holland placing the coafl of Brazil near 
60 leagues more to the Eaflthan the French. Befides, according 
to our reckoning and our obfcrvations of the fun's altitude, wc 
found ourfelves among, or at leaft very near the flielVes called 
Los AbroUhos, the extent and fituation of which are not fo 
cxa^ly known and laid down in the charts, that they can fafely 
■be trufted to. 

About half pafl: fcren in the evening, wc founded with a hun- 
dred and thirty-five fathom of line, but found no bottom. Im- 
mediately after, another of thofe birds, of which I hare ex- 
hibited a figure, and which I take to be one of thofe they 
call trepicai birdk, came and fettled on the larboard of the 
<[uarter-deck. Here we endeavoured to oatch him but he efcaped. 
JHfc then flew to riie other' end of theftip, and fettling on thie 
larboard of the fore-caftle, a failor caught him in his hand. We 
-ptit him in a hen coop, intending the next morning to fiaften a 
jibband round his neck with this infcription: I was taken en the 
French frigate^ Eagle-, the 20th ef November 1763, in 16 deg. 44 
min. lat. 35 deg. lo.min. long, and was fet at liherty the 21 (k in 
the morning. At midnight we founded a fecond time without 
Ending any bottom. 

Tucfday the 21ft, at half paft fix in the morning, one of the 
'mates being defirous of examining the bird, which had been 
taken the evening before, and not holding him with fufficient 
caution, our prifoner efcaped, and deprived us of the pleafure we 
propofed to ourfelves in faftening about him the ribband J have 
-mentioned. From the time we had fuffered the fecond of thefe 
J)irds that wc met with to fly away, wc never failed to have 
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one of them £very evening about eight o'clock .fluttering round 
our cabbins* 

.' Having obferved an alteration in the cdour of the feia all this ^ 
day, we founded at eight in the evenings At the depth of 35 
fathoms we found bottom j and brought up pieces of coral, ihelis« 
and . rotten flone». At ten we founded again, and found 30.' 
fathom with the fame bottonti. At midnight, no foundings.-. 

At two iathe morning 9f the 2 ad, founded again -, 40 fathom, 
iame. bottom as< before.- At^four, no foundings. The Ahrollhos 
extend fartheii to .the. ibuthward than is marked in th^ French ■ 
chart. . 

It is; to be obieirvcd/ that die author of- a^mifalADfonV^ 
voyage,, being in the fame' latitude' and longitude according to 
our reckooii^ found ..the iame foundings, which ferved in fomc 
mea£ure as. a* dire^ioi>*for- us. This ifuccefFwe .difference, of 
ibondings. -and no Ibuadings, is.the more renriarkable, as by -our 
reckoning we had nd changed ourrcourfe half a league; for 
from noon the day before wc Xleered S. W^ by- the compafs, till : 
three quarters pafl fevenywhen we founded;, after that S. 4S. W. 
till ten, then S. tiU midnight^ when we camei about again to 
S. S. W. after haying made two leagues two thirds of way ; at . 
two'we had ibundings, and at four, Peering the fame courfe.at ; 
the rate of five or five ^ ktwts an hour, no foundings. . 

At noon ^c obferved the fun in our. zenith,. and could not ' 
mils finding the altitude.. Somemiautes- after we remarked that : 
we had pafied the fun/' and thatiour fhadow lay fouthward.. 

About three in the afternoon we made a fignal to a fail, we . 
had had in view for fome hours, thinking.it to be our (loop the 
Sphinx. She feemed to be making towards us, and was ileering ; 
W, S. W. upon this we lay. by for her j but finding that Jhe did 
not anfwer our fignal, and having diicovered that (he had but 
two mafts, we concluded her to be a negro fnow going. to Ria ^ 
Janeiro. Wc kept S. W; before the wind till nine at night, 
when we changed our courfe to ^. W-4 S, , At midnight wc . 
founded without finding bottpnu 

At.. 
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At four the next morning, 23d of Novemb&r, wc (leered 
S. W. A W, and at fix had fight of the coafl of Brazil, bearing 
W. and W, N. W. about fifteen leagues diftance. At fcven we 
came about to the wind in order to make the land $ but the 
weather grew fo hazy» that by ten o'clock wc had loft fight of 
it. The colour of the Tea changing, we founded, and found a 
bottom of fine fand at fifteen fathom depth. At eleven we 
Ibunded again, and found the fame bottom. 

In meafaring our diftancc upon the chart, according to our 
coi reeled longitude, ^x found ourfclves fcventy leagues from the 
coaft of Brazil, Eaft and Weft of the fouthcrn point of the river 
Spirito Santo, At the fame time we had fight of land, and 
found ourfelvcs fixly leagues farther Weft than our reckoning ; 
which confirms the remark of the author of admiral Anfon's 
voyage, that the tides fet South Weft. It is therefore very pru- 
dent not to truft to thefe tides, nor to the charts, efpccially the 
French ones, in the paflage from the line to the river Plata. 

Our fiift founding might probably have been taken on a bank 
of fand in the open lea, not marked out in the French chart, 
which is to be found in the Dutch chart of Wan-Culen, marked 
giiod bottom y at 15 or 16 leagues off land. This is the fame place 
where wc founded at ten and eleven o'clock. The chart of Peter 
Goos is more accurate ; and one of M. Buache is ftill better. 

After this the wind changing from N. N, E. to N. E. with a 
briflc gale, hazy weather, and! a high fea, we founded every 
quarter of an hour, and at three o'clock finding only nine fathom, 
wc tacked, and put the Cape S. ^ S. W. Our depth ftill deci*ea- 
ilng, we came again to S. \ S. E. for half an hour; but finding 
4hat our water grew ftill more ftiallow, though wc were ftanding 
out to fea, we put about again, and brought the Cape to bear 
6. S, W, From this time the depth began gradually to increalc, 
•infomuch, that at five o'clock we had twenty-five fathom water 
•wuth the fame fandy bottom of the colour of bran, but fomething 
■more muddy than at the top of the bank. At eight we ftood 
ci'jfs it, in 35 fathom, with a bottom of white (hining fand. At 
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Ten we had forty fathom, with a bottom of rotten (liells, and 
Tome coral. 

^ Although this laft founding had almoft removed the appre- 
henfions we laboured under, through the error of the charts, in 
refpe^ to the fituation of the coaft of Brazil, and the omillion 
of this fand bank or fliaJlow we had juft met with, we thought 
it neceffary to continue our foundings for the greater fecurity. 
In confcquencc of tins rcfolution. We found at midnight fifty 
fathom water, fame bottom, but no coral : at four in tlic morn- 
ing, being the 24th, fixty fathom, fame bottom as the laft. From 
half paft five we fteered S. W. till noon. Thcfc (kallows ai-c 
the flats of St. Thomas, which are very dangerous in ilormy 
weather. TJiey lie fiom fixteen to feventccn leagues out at fea» 
and the higheil part of the fhoal is not more than three or four 
fathoms below the furface of the water. Near the fliore there 
is depth enough to pafs. The Portugucfc ve/Fels, which are em- 
ployed in coa(ling along thcfc /hores, and are well acqiiaintai 
with them, keep between thcfc flats and the land, but feveral of 
them have not been able to avoid running foul of the bank. 

The ground between thefe flats and the fhore is compofed of 
fand, which refcmbles pounded glafs, and that on U^e flioal itfelf 
is of rotten ftone. 

It is proper to obferve, that the Dutch chart, of which I have 
rpoken above, docs not make the fand bank, marked goo^ 6ot torn, 
extend fo far as it really does, which is not lefs than through 
the 24th degree of latitude. I am not acquainted with the extent 
of it from Eafl: to Well. By our reckoning and obfcrvations of 
this day it appears, that the tides and the currents fet fouthward. 
and weflward. At fix o'clock the night before. Cape St, Thomas 
bore nearly North Weft of us by the compafs, at the diflance of 
fourteen or fifteen leagues. 

The wind continued N. N. E, blowing hard, the (ky gloomy 
and covered.- We fleered with the Cape 3. W. till f\x in the 
morning of the 25th. After that W.S. W. At fevcn, the cvcn- 
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ing before, wc had founded, and found no bottom with fourfcore 
fathom of line. 

On the 26th, from four in the morning to fix, we were becalmed. 
Wc took this opportunity to found, but found no bottom. At 
ten in the evening we founded again, with the fame fuccefs. At 
midnight wc found a bottom of grey fand at the depth of ^o 
fathom. 

At two the next morning (27th) our foundings were 85 
fathom, with a bottom of grey fand fomewhat flimy. 

At fun fct, though the horizon was not very clear, we faw 
land a head of us. We kept on our courie, founding at feven in 
the evening, when wc found thirty-five fathom, foft muddy 
•ground, of a blackifli grey colour, mixed with forac fmall Ihells. 
At midnight we founded again, at which time we had thirty-one 
fathom, fame bottom. 

The 28th at fun rile the land began to open upon us. We 
made towards it in order to take a view. At eight o'clock 1 d\f^ 
covered a fmall ifland called in fomc charts AracarL Jt bore 
N. W. 5 degrees W. of us by the compafs, at the diftance of 
about t}vc or fix leagues* The ncarcft point to us, as far as I 
could diflinguifii at this tiuie, was that which runs out fartheft 
to the Eaft on this fide, and forms a peninfula. It bore W. ^ N. 
W.of Us by the compafs, at the diftancc of about three leagues. 

On the 29th, after having with much difficuhy weathered the 
point of the ifland of Galy and that of St. Catherine's, wc came 
about four in the afternoon tO' anchor in fix fathom water,, 
muddy ground and very foft, 

Marks cf Ancbora^. 
Moored South South Eaft, and North North Weft. 

In this bay, which forms a canal round the illand of St. Ca- 
ihci inc's, are three forts, anil a battery of cannon near the entrance 
fcwafds the town, on that fide where we anchored. The firfk 
fort (lands on the larboard fide on coming intt) the bay. It is 
ftruQtcd on a head-land iii a fmall iDand, called Parrot Ifland, 



N. E. 4 E. and E. N. E. 



The name of it is the Grand-Pcini^ 

Fertr 
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Fort. Almoft oppofite to this, but a little farther, is the fccond 
fort, built likewife upon a little ifland near the matn-land 
■ N. W. 4- N* by the compafs. This is called, the fort of Santa- 
Cruz. It makes a good appearance on -entering the bay, being 
built on a terrace fupportcd by arches. Here the command- 
^ing officer reftdes. The third fort, which flands more in 
towards the town, is alfo fituated on a fmalt ifland at almofl an 
equal diflance from the continent and the ifland, and goes by 
the name of the fort of Ratonne, Flans of all thefc forts arc 
in the plate annexed. We lay at anchor in the middle of 
them, and the commanding officer gave us to underftand by 
fignals, that this was the bcfl anchorage: but he had his reafons 
for doing fo, there being much more commodious anchorage 
farther in towards the main-land. 

Upon our coming into the bay, we perceived the Portuguefe 
colours hoifted at the top of fomc trees on an eminence in the 
ifland in the midft of the woods, and placed fo that it might be 
fcen by the two advanced forts. They hoift this flag witiiout 
doubt, as foon as they difcover any fhip at fea, to give notice of 
it to the forts in the bay; for we faw it fet up, and afterwaixis 
taken down again, as foon as we had come to an anchor and 
faiuted the fort of Santa Cruz. 

Before we moored, being over againfl this fort, which as well 
as the two others had hung out Portuguefc colours, we fent our 
yawl with M. Alexander Guyot, our fecond captain, who un- 
derftands Portuguefe, to wait upon the commanduig officer, and 
to alk'him, if upon our fainting the fort, he would return out 
falute, gun for gun. The Commandant fent an officer of the 
garrifon back with M. Guyot to return the compliment, and to 
fee who we were. As foon as they came on board, wc call our 
anchors, and faiuted the fort with nine guns, which was returned 
with the fame number. The officer fupped, and lay on board 
our iliip that night, in order to condu£l M. Guyot the next 
morning to wait upon the governor of this part of Brazil, who 
fcfides at a little to\\ii, fituated in the bottom of a creek in the 
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Hbnd of St Catherines, five leagues South of our moorings, and 
to dcfirc his permiffion, that we might wood and water. The 
fame evening, the commanding officer of the fort of Santa Cniz>. 
ient us fome refrefliments, and the next morning M. Guyot 
went with the Portugucfe Officer in the longboat. 

The governor, whofc name is Don Antonio Francifco de 
Cardofo y Mcnezes y Souza, colonel and knight of the order of. 
Chrift, and defcendcd from a very iUuftrious family in Portugal, 
gave a K-tiy polite reception to M. G\iyot, and granted every 
thing we dcfircd. Our longboat left the town about nine in the 
morning to return to us, but did not get back till feven in the 
evening, being detained by contrary winds. 

As foon as the inliabitants on the coait perceived our frigate 

at anchor, three or four of them came along fide of us in 

canoes, and brought us lemons, oranges, and ibme cabbages. 

But the commanding officer of the fort of Santa Cruz, obfci ving 

this, ftnt orders to all the huts forbidding the people to carry 

any thing on board our frigate, or even to come near it} they 

were neither to fell us any thing or buy any thing of us. To 

inforce his orders more ftridly, he ported foldiers in the ncareft 

huts, who were to watch the conduct of the inhabitants in this 

refpe^, and to prevent our ftraggling about the parts adjacent. 

In the mean time he made us a thoufand proteilatioju of his 

jpeadincfs to oblige us^ and was not at all fparing of his civilities^ 

— It is not to be doubted, that the Commandant immediately 

upon our arrival, difpatched a canoe to the governor to give 

liim intelligence of it. The next morning, while M. Guyot was 

gone to wait upon the governor, the Oviodore, or chief judge 

came on board our frigate to make a verbal procefs of our an- 

ctK>ragc, our force, and the reafons which brought us hither. 

M. de Bougainville fatis6cd him In all thefe poiins, and he 

relumed about noon. At his leaving ttie Hiip we fakued him 

M-ith fcven gims, which were immediately returned by tlie fort 

«f ^anta Cruz. 

After 
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After dinner M- de Bougainville, accompanied by Meff, dc 
Nerville, de Bekoiirt, and rHuillierde la Scrre, went tovifitthe 
Gommandanl of this foit. Here they found a general officer of 
Rio Janeiro, who had been confined piifoncr in it for four years, 
the commanding officer having received ordersj never to fuffer him . 
to ftir out of the gatcs^ The crime laid to his charge was, tltaf 
he had not punctually executed the orders of the court of Lifbon, 
in refpcft to the cxpulfion of the Jcfuits of lii'asii, and had ex- 
tended fome favor t^them. This gentleman had with hima* 
Portugucfe, who aCted as his fleward and fccretary ; he was a 
man of good fenfe and had been page to one of the Portuguefe am- 
balTadors at Paris, where he had lived four years. The pleafurc 
of iecing Frenchmen again dchghted hiin, and he was happy ia . 
ferving as an interpreter to M. de Bougainville. His attachment 
to the imprifoned general had induced him to faaifice his Liberty^ . 
and for the fake of beaniing him company he voluntarily partook-" 
of his confinement. This fecretary accompanied M. de Bougain- 
ville, and the refl on their return. In the account he gave us of 
the caufes of tlie general'^ imprifbnraent, he exculpated him as 
much as he could, and told u? even in the prefence of two- offi- 
cers, who had come on board with him^ that he was indeed 
guilty of not having xarried the orders of his court into execu- 
tion as foon as hp received them ; but that the archbifliop, who 
favored tiie Jefuits had prevented it by giving him aiTurances that 
he had received counter orders i and that the other, as command- 
ing officer, ought not to obey thofc he had received, till they? 
ihould be confirmed. The execution therefore of them, whether 
out of refpeft to tlie archbiOiop or from other motives not known, . 
was delayed too long, and the general waspuniOicd for it by the 
lofs of his liberty. After this relation he begged of M. de Bougain- 
ville to take charge of a memorial in juftificaiion of the ppfoncr, 
and to deliver it to the Portuguefe ^mbaflTador in France upon 
our return, that it miglit be tranfniiitcd to the court of Lilhon. 
But no fuch paper» I believe, ever came to the hands of M. de 
Bougainville. 

When 
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Wiien M. Alexander Guyot paid his vifu to the governor, be 

received an invitation fiom him, and was likewile defircd to 

xieliverone on his part lo M, de Bougainville and the Officers as 

well as the principal paflengers on board our frigate to dine with 

•the governor the next day, Thurfday the firft of December. 

As foon as it was light we fct off, M. de Bougainville, dc Ner- 
ville, de Bclcourt, V Huiliier, Alex. Guyot and myfelf j and at 
half part one wc arrived at the town, the natneof which tranf- 
lated into French is, AWf Damt Je tExil^ or ia Furge Exilef, Our 
Lady in Ext If, 

Almoft all the officers of the garrifon came down to the Ihore 
to meet us* Tl^y received us at our landing with all the poliie- 
nefs imaginable, and conducted us to the governor's houfe 
through a large concourfe of people. 

The goveriK>r met us at the outer gate, and led us into a large 
falloon, where we found dinner ferved up. The governor, his 
fon, who talked pretty good French, the town major, who knew 
enough of it to make himfclf undcrftood, the Oviodore, two other 
officers and a friar of the Francifcan order dined with us. Many 
other officers of the garrifon were in the room, but did not fit 
down at table, and Ibmc of them waited upon us. Thefe mili- 
tary vjaiierSt according to the account of an officer of the garri- 
fon of Fort Santa Cruz, take that method to pay their court to 
the governor, who invites them all in their turns to dinner, and 
they wait upon one another. 

The diflies were drclfed after the manner of the country, which 
is not very agreeabb to a French palate. In eating their foup, 
which IS a kind of folid glue, they do not make ufe of fpoons, but 
eat it with the help of a fork. The bread was miferable, brown, 
heavy dough, or rather pafte made in the /hape of a roll, about 
three inches diameter, and an inch and a half in height. The 
outfule had fcarccly felt the fire, and was only a little drier than 
•the reft. The infidc was iolid, and looked like that buck-wheat 
•flummery, which is the chief food of the inhabitants of Limoges, 
and is by them called Galktic. 

The 



TO THE MAL0U1NE ISLANDS. 



4S 



The fecond courfc was compofed of a great number of diflies, 
all drcffed with fugar, which is alfoan ingredient in moft of their 
fauces, as well as Carthamum, or the flower of baftard fafFron. 
The plates were pewter, not well fcowered, and of an antique form*. 
The covers werelikewife very okl fafliioned, but they were filver, 
and very heavy j fo were the difhes, and fome drinking vefTcI?^ 
\vhich were of an oclogonal cylindrical form, and about fcven or 
eight inches high. Our liquor was at firft brought to us in very 
fmall glafles, fuch as were foimerly ufed for liqueurs^ having a long 
fieni, ami the bowl ending in a point. But as it would have. 
been neceffary to drink one of thefe glafles at leaft with every- 
mouthful, I asked for a larger to mix wine and water in. Upon 
this they brought me one of the filver cylinders full. Another 
ttmc I had a large goblet of cryftal, the only one that appeared,, 
and whiclj held near a bottle, Paris meafure. The other guefts- 
were fervcd in llie fame manner. Thefe great cups were handed. 
£rom one to another, till they were empty. The wine we di-ank- 
was port, and very good. 

After dinner the cloth was removed, but we continued at tabic 
to drink cotfce and to converfe. At this time I perceived that* 
Hie Francifcan had quitted the company. My delign had been 
to addrcfs.myicU' to him in order to obtain fomc kuowlctlge of: 
the country and inhabitants ; for though he knew nothing of the 
French Ungiiage, nor I of the Portuguefe, 1 made myfelf fui'e of 
being able to converfe with him in Latin. I acquainted the go-- 
vcrnor's Ton with my intention, and aOcedhim why the Francif- 
can had retired. He told me, I might have perceived from the 
momeniwc came in, that the Friar hati taken j;ains to avoid me,^ 
foicfccing my defign; for not underftanding Latin, he chole ra* 
ther to keep at adilVance from me, than be obliged to adcnow- 
Icdgc I)is ignorance of that language. This want of learning, 
however, fay^ he, is not peculiar to him ^ it is the cafe of almod; 
all the ccclcfiaflics in the country. 

The governor's fon, from whom I received tins intelligence is 
a captain in his father's leginacnt, and- one of fifteen children 
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-'•I he informed us, that lie hafl had, not by his lawful wife, for 
he never was married, but by one or fcveral miftrt-nes. The reft 
'lof his children then ali^c were at Llibon, where they enjoy ac- 
.coiding to the laws of that city tlie fame honours and preroga- 
tives as the legitimate children of nobihtyj baftards being there, 
as I am informed, gentlemen by birth. One of the daughters of 
this governor is married to one of the miniflcrs of State in tha^ 
court, and another of his fens is in pofie/Iion of one of the firft 
.employments. 

While the coffee was pouring, a dozen of the officcis of die 
garrifon came in, and entertained us with a little concert of in- 
Ih'umental muficj fome playing on the German flute. Tome on 
the violin, one on the violoncello, and one on a fpccies of haut- 
•bois. The fame perfons played fucccfUvely on diffei-ent inftru- 
tnents. There were befides two blacks, who blew the French 
horn. The whole performance was very good. They had al- 
moi\ all the pieces of our beft compofcrs. TJic treble ftring of 
4heir violins was made of filk. 

After this we walked about the town, which appeared to me 
to contain about a hundred and fifty houfcs, confifting of fro- 
thing but a ground floor with the roof over it. The garrifon oc- 
cupies one part, and is qompofcd chiefly of white men. The reft 
of the inhabitants arc almoil all negroes ormulattoes; they are 
-to be found of all fliades from black to white. The greatcft 
number of both fexes arc mulattoes, and for the moft part ill- 
fhaped. They havei)efides an air of favagenefs, fuch as might 
be expeftcd.inti breed half Brazilian and half negro. 

They go almofl: all of them with their feet naked, their head 
t)arc and very ill combed, a ihirt, a pair of breeches, and fomc 
with a clokc, which they throw over their (houlder according to 
-the Spanifli fafhion. It is common enough to fee their fhirts and 
,brecches in hofts, and torn in more places than one; which makes 
ihc cloke very necefl'ary. One meets with fome^ but they are 
undoubtedly of the richer fort, who wear hats of a very large 
azCy the brims being about ten inchea in breadth, and flapped 
7 dowij. 
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down. Thefe have their feet covered j they have likewife a waift- 
coat, over which they throw an exceeding wide full cloak, which 
comes down to their flioes : they fometimcs throw a corner of it 
over the oppofite flioulder, and that in fuch a manner as even to 
cover their faces. InAead of a hat fome of them have a hood of 
the iame fluff as the cloak, to which it is faHened^ and with this 
they are ufed to cover their heads fo completely, that it is impof- 
fible to know any perfon in that garb, unlefs by their walk, or 
fome other mark of diflinftion, fuch as the colour of the cloak 
or the manner of wearing it. 

The governor, and the officers, as weU as the whole garrifbn, 
wear cloth made up in the French fafhion : and indeed I wa& 
very much furprifed to fee officers in fo hot a countiy drefled ia 
cloth at leaft as coarfe as that of our foldiers. 

The Oviodore, and officers of juftice are diflinguifhed by a 
large cane or flaff, or by a fmall ftick, bent in form of a hoop, 
■which the principal of them carry on their left arm above the 
elbow ; the inferior ones have it faflened to the button hole o£ 
the left pocket of their coat. 

The flaves go naked, except that the men have a pair of 
■ breeches or drawers, and fometimes a fhirt,. that is fcarcely good 
for any thing : it often happens indeed that they have no other 
covering than a fimple piece of cloth about their ihoulders. It 
is very -uncommon to fee any of them with a fhirt and waiflcoat. 
But when they have obtaihed their liberty, they are permitted to 
wear the doublet and cloak made of ftifff like the white people. 
The black female flaves are alfo naked, excepting a flip of linen 
which they tie round them by the two ends, and which reaches 
from their waift to the middle of their thighs at mofl. When 
they are made free, they are dreffed like other women with a 
petticoat, and a fhift, the upper part of which is* open before,. 
a good deal in the manner of our fhirts : when they go out of 
doors, they put on a large piece of fine woollen, generally of a 
white colour, bordered with gold, filver, filk, or tape, according. 
' to the circumflances and condition of .the wearer* It is about 
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two clls in length, and one In breadth. It is put on To that one 
of the corners hangs down to the middle of the back, and in 
this rcfpeCt bears a [netty near refemblance to the cowl worn by 
our Carmelites. The oppofue corner comes over the head, and 
.the two others being drawn over the ihouldcrs and arms down 
to the elbows, are brought acrofs each other upon tlie breall, Uke 
the mantlet of our French ladies. Sometimes too, inftead of 
eroding them upon the breaft, they bring thcfc ends under their 
arms on the fame fide, by which means iheir neck is left expofed 
to view. This mode of drefs is very inconvenient, and requires 
a continual attention to re-adjuft it, fomctimcs on the Iiead, and 
fomctimes on the arms, the flighteft motion of the body putting 
it out of order. 

The Portuguefe women, who arc eftabllihed or born on the 
ifland of St. Catherine's, and on the coaft of the main land fo far 
as our excurfions led us, are of a very fair complexion, not- 
withHanding the heat of the climate. They have, generally 
fpeaking, fine large eyes; but little colour in their cheeks. Both 
men and women for the moll part lead a very lazy life, and 
truft to their ilaves the management of their houihold affairs^ 
and what little work is to be done out of doors. The land pro- 
duces almo(l every kind of neceflary, without their taking the 
trouble to cultivate it. 

There are fcarce any fliops to be feen in the town. I found 
only two J one a lockfmith's, and the other an apothecary's. 
The negro women, who have obtained their hbcrty, carry fruit 
about in great baikets on their heads, or fquat down at the cor- 
ners of ilrects with their bafkets before them. 

While we were agreeably engaged in attending to the mufic, 
his excellency the governor ordered a parrot to be fetched, whicii 
was exceedingly remarkable for its beautiful and variegated 
plumage. As he faw that we all of us admired it, he begged 
M. de Bougainville to accept of the parrot. Its whole plumage, 
particularly on the head, neck, back, and belly was adorned with 
leathers, fome of a jonquil, others of a lemon colour, fome car- 
I mine. 
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mine, others crimfon, and all Intermixed with feathers of dif- 
ferent fliadcs of green, and of a lively blue, particularly at 
the ears. The governor told us, that this variety was partly 
owing to art, and partly to nature : for that when tliis bird is 
very young, and has fcarcely more than the quills of the feathers • 
rifing after the down, thefe qirills are pulled out in different 
parts, and a kind of poifonous liquid poured immediately into 
tlie place of them; that the feathers, which rife afterwards where 
the quills have been pulled out, are yellow or red in(lead of 
green, which they would naturally be: but of a hiuidred birds, . 
on which this operation is performed, there are fcarcc five or fix, 
that do not die of it. 

The governor added to this prefent fifty flcins of toucans;'*' 
ftripped from the beak to the thighs, and dried with the feathers, 
which are partly lemon colour, partly carnation, and partly ■ 
black, in crofs breaks from one wing to the^other. 

He carried " his generofity fo far, as to promife M. de Bou- ■ 
gainville two guaras alive, a male and a female ; and even 
offered to make him a prefent of thofe which he ftiewed us, if 
there were no others to be got before our departure from the 
iftand. He could not however accomplifli Iiis promife, a con- 
traiy wind preventing his return to the town the evening before 
we failed. 

The guara is a bird of the fize of a large French magpye. 
It has a long beak, which is crooked at the end j its thighs and 
feet are alfo long. The hid feathers, with which it is covered 
after it is hatched, are black.- This goes off infenfibly. and • 
becomes an alli colour. When the bird begins to fly, all the ■ 
feathers turn white ; after which they become of a rofe colour, ' 
and growing more and more red every day, at lail attain to the * 
brighteft fcarlet, which they preferve ever after. Though it is a ■ 
bird of prey, feeding not only on fifli but on all kinds of flefli, ■ 
which it ufually foaks firft in water; yet it builds and lays its'* 
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eggs on the roofs of houfes, and in holes of walls, as our fpar- 
rows do. It always flies in company. The feathers, with which 
the favages adorn their heads, are taken (roxti thefe birds. The 
two which the governor had promifed to M. de Bougainville 
were jud beginning to redden. 

On Friday the 2d of December the Acadians with their wi»cs„ 
children and Mers-in-Iaw, were let on.fhore, and lodged in a 
cottage on the continent, which had been afligned them bj the 
Commandant of the fort of Santa Cruz. Here they were em- 
ployed in wafhing the linen of the vefTel, and of feveral ofiicers of 
the frigate. 

The Commandant had pointed out to us a place near his fort 
to wood and water at. Some of the crew were fent there for 
thefe purposes ; but after feveral trials, they found much difficulty 
in getting this water, which ran from a little torrent, Befide 
this, a fmall whale having run a ground near the place fo^e 
time before infe6led the aii' with fo horrible a ftench, that it 
was refolved to aik leave of the governor to water on the ifland. 
Our requeft was granted with the greatefl politenefs, his excel- 
lency giving us at the fame time permidion to fifh, fport, and to 
go wherever we pleafed. One of the inhabitants fhewed us a 
fpring near his houfe which formed a little rivulet, where Admiral 
Anfon had watered, and an oven built a few paces from it 
about kvcn or eight years before by fome Frenchmen, who had 
put into the harbour. The water of this fpring is very good ; 
and we laid in a large flock of it. As to our wood, we got that 
from the place which had been mentioned to us on the con- 
tinent, it being exceedingly commodious for that purpofe : for 
after cutting down the wood on the brow of the hill, it was very 
eafy to roll it down the fide clofe to the water edge, and fo load 
our boats with it. What we cut was moftly cedar, faflafras, 
cinnamon, and Brazil wood, which is ufcd in dying. There was 
very httle of any other kind in this place. 

The 
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The next day (Saturday the 3d) we went on ftiore upon the 
continent, and walked along the coad with an intention of 
fporting. V/e. found tvVo or three foldiers poftcd by the Com- 
mandant in the next cottage to that of our Acadians, who endea* 
voured to prevent us from going forward, and told us they had 
orders from the governor to do fo. We pretended not to under^- 
ftand what they faid to us, as they fpoke in Portuguefe, and 
continued our route, upon which they made no refinance. In. 
fa6t, it was not the governor, but the Commandant of the fort 
of Santa Cruz, who had given thefe orders. We proceeded 
above a league along the new road, which they, are making to 
go by land to Rio Janeiro, and by the fide of a chain of woods" 
which cover all the eminences. Thefe woods are fo thick, that 
it is not poiTible for any thing but wild beads and ferpents to 
penetrate into them. We killed fome toucans, parrots, tiepiran- 
gas, and one dove. 

Sunday the 4th, M. de Bougainville accompanied by four or 
five officers went to dine with the governor, who had given us 
an invitation the Thurfday before. I remained on board to fay 
mafs to the crew. The gentlemen who went were received 
and entertained fplendidly as before. The wind and tide being 
againil them hindered their returning to the ihip that day, 
notwithilanding ail their endeavours to accomplifh it^ they 
refolved therefore to go back again to the town. The governor 
had apprized them of the impofiibility of their getting on board 
at that time, and had done every thing in his power to engage 
them to flay. He reprefented to them, the rifque they muft run 
by expofing themfelves in fuch a manner to the dangers of a 
channel full of ihaliows, banks of fand, and rocks, which they 
would have the greatefl difficulty in the world to avoid, if the 
night fhould come upon them before they reached the ftiipj 
that fuch an accident would put it entirely out of their powei* to 
difcover the y^^ manks^ and confequently to. keep the channel. 
Befides, he had intended to give them the pleafure of a ball, and 
had already invited feveral ladies, wives to officers of the garrifon. 

6 The 
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The party being broke up by ilie departure of our gentlemen, be 
fcnt to all the perfons who bati been invited, to prevent their 
coming. But as foon as he undcrUood that M. de Bougainville, 
and his companions were coming back to the town, he Tent out 
to meet them, and without acquainting them of his intentions, 
difpatchcd frelli invitations for the fupper and the ball, which 
was to follow. 

After fupper was over, at which the ladies were not prefcnt, 
the governor, without giving our gentlemen the leait hint of 
what they were to expe6l, engaged them only to go and pafs a 
few hours at the houfc of an officer of the garrlfon, wliere, as 
he faid, they would find a very agreeable company. M. de 
Bougainville and the reft confented at firft merely out of com- 
plaifance, but they were agreeably furprifed to find there fcveral 
ladies, by whom they were pcrfedly well reccivesl. They had 
rcver imagined from the reputation the Portuguefe have of 
being extremely fufceptible of jealoufy, that they would have 
permitted their women to appear in fuch a(remblics. They ftruck 
up however a kind oi dance, in which tlie ladies figured as 
well as the gentlemen, and about two or three in the morning 
ihey retired very well fatisfied with each other. 

At this interview, M. de Bougainville took an opportunity of" 
complaining to the governor of the behaviour of the Com- 
mandant of Santa Cruz, and obtained a general pcrmilTion to 
take whatever mcafures he (hould judge proper for fporting, 
fifhing, wooding, and watering wherever we pleafed. At part- 
ing M. de Bougainville invited the governor, with the Oviodore, 
and fuch officers as he Hiould think fit to bring with him, to 
dine on board our fhip. 

In confequence of this permifiion we fent our yawl out to fifh 
almoft every day, and flie conftantly came back loaded with 
fi(h of many kinds, and in fuch abundance as to ferve the whole 
crew. The figures- of them may be feen in the plates. 

We went alio every day a ihooting either on the continent or 
ia the illand ; though we fooa left off going to the former, as 
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we found fcarce any thing there but parrots, toucans, and fome 
doves. In the ifland, befide thefe birds, which I have mentioned, 
there were fea larks, plovers, fnipes, and fome others in good 
number.^ The officers of the garrifon, and the people of the 
country, whether from want of courage, or from indolence, or 
from the danger of meeting with wild beafts. and ferpents, which 
are in great plenty among the woods and morailes, never go out 
a fporting, and advifed us to follow their example. It muil be 
confelTed indeed, that the cottagers are not provided with arms ; 
and the few which ene meets with are old, the greatell part 
made after the old fafhion, with wheels for the trigger, and very 
bad. They had fcarcely even powder or ball. 

Lefs timid than they, and to fay the truth better armed, we 
more than once penetrated into the acceffible parts of the ifland. 
By the afliflance of our light boots we furmounted the obAacles 
which prefented themfelves to us among the woods and thickets^ 
from a fpecies of thorny aloes, of which they are full. We 
never went alone, but alvyays two or three in a company in 
order to affift each other in cafe of an attack from any over- 
grown ferpent, or wild beal^, particularly ounces i fome claws of 
which we had feen here in the hands of fome of the inhabitants 
mounted in filver, and which, as we were informed by them, 
were very common, and were more ravenous than even tygers. 

One day when we were out in fearch of game upon the ifland, 
and had feparated into different parties, I, with M. de Belcourt 
and his fervant, kept along the fide of a creek, which runs a 
confiderable way within the land, and was called by us ibe river, 
M. de Belcourt amufed himfclf with fliooting at water-fowl. 
As we advanced along the border of this creek I perceived on 
the fand recent traces of fome four-footed animal, which, to 
judge by the marks, muft be very large, and feemed to be a 
tyger. We followed thefe traces till we came to a very marfliy 
Ipot, where we did not dare to venture ourfclves, not knowing 
cither the bottom or the extent of it. Returning by the fame 
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way that wc came, I perceived M. de Belcourt advancing towarda 
us, and fhewed him the traces. 

Thefe, faid he to me, muft certainly be the traces of a beaft I 
faw hereabouts but juft now, at the very inftant he was darting 
into the thickets. He is about the heighth of the largeft fizcd 
Danifli dog, and of a greyifti colour. He went in at that place» 
let us purfue him. With all my heart, replied I. Wc made 
our way as well as we could among thefe marfhy thickets, which 
were fo choaked up with a fharp fpecies of aloes, whofc leaves 
are fometimes not lefs than five feet in height, that we had all 
the trouble in (he world to difengage ourfelves from them. We 
beat about in vain for near two hours without feeing any thing 
of the beaft we were in purfuit of; we only got fight of the 
hind part of another, the hair of which feemed to be of a. 
greenifh grey : his height about that of the largeft kind of 
ipaniel : his tail feemed to be as green as the leaves of the plants, 
which furrounded it, and to referable that of a fox in thickncfs 
and in length. He hid himfclf among the buflies at the inftant 
M. de Belcourt was going to fire at him. 

The heat w^ now fufFocating. We flopped and fat down on 
the ends of fome branches, leaning our backs againft a tree. 
We had with us fome oranges and fome fea-bifcuit. While wc 
were regaling ourfelves in this pofture. we were ftunned with 
the inceffant hifllngs of ferpcnts, which furrounded us, and 
reduced us to the neceffity of keeping conftantly upon our guard 
with drawn fabres. After this breakfaft, of which we had ftood 
in great need, we continued our fport, drawing towards an 
eminence, at the top of which we difcovered a cottage. Being 
arrived here, we found M. de Bougainville and his fcrvant. 
Two Portuguefe women, whofe figures were not very invhing, 
received us, and difplayed for near two hours, that we continued, 
with them, the utmoft ^freedom in their air and converfation* 
They had a tame parrot, which was tolerably pretty, and talked 
well. We propofcd to purchafe this bird ; but the women 
rcfufcd to part with it. They longed for every thing we had, 
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liandkcrchiefs, kniws, hats, and even our fuzils and fabres: tl-.cy 
afkcd us for all thefe withcxU ceremony, and if we had been 
Vvilling to give into their way of thinking, neither our cloailis 
nor even our fliirts would have incommoded us on our return. 
We contented ourfelves with a hw oranges, and fct out to dine 
on board. On entering the wood we fcparatcd again fiom 
M. dc Bougainville and his fcrvant without intending it, Tlic 
path which M.de Belcourt and I took Jed us to a morafs, where 
the trees were luckily at a fufficicnt diftancc from each other: 
Here we faw feveral ferpents about the thicknefs of the fmall of 
a man's leg, and others lefs, forae of a reddiih colour, others 
red and yellow, and others grey, which laft a good deal refcm- 
bled adders of thelargeft fize; but indcad of attacking, they fled 
before us. When we were almoft got to our boat, M. de Bel- 
court fired at a bh'd, called the Jpcon-iill, and broke only one of 
his wings. He took it up and brought it on board. It was a 
young one, and all its plumage was of a faint rofc colour ; the 
procefs of the quill from which the beards of the wing feathers 
rife, was of a bright rofe colour. Its legs were a foot long in- 
cluding the thighs, and of a light grey as wc]l asJthc feet, which 
were webbed, like thofe of geefe. Its beak was fix inches in 
length, and both the upper and under part flat, grey towards 
the root, and white towards the extremity : it began to fprcad at 
about two thirds of its length, and ended in a fpatula, of two 
inches and a half diameter in its greatcft breadth. We carried 
it to the fliip, where it lived three days on fome fmall fiflies, 
and bits of fre(h meat, which were forced down its tlu'oatj for it 
would not eat of itfeif. When any one came near it, it made. 
a noife with its bill as loud as that of two wooden battle- 
dores flruiiik one againft th£ other. 

Some of our failois gave it the name of flamingo, but that 
t>{ Jfocri'hiU^ ox palette (battledore) is more fuitable, on account of 
the fliapc of its bill, very unlike to that of tlie flamingo, which' 
!£ made almod in the commonefl form of a bird-bill* « 
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The next day we went again on the ifland in purfuit of the 
animal wc had not been able to meet with the evenuig before 
Thcie were fevcral that made their way into the fame woodi 
M. THuillier found there another beaft of the fame fizc as that 
I have mentioned, but of the yellow colour, and nearly of the 
fhape, of a lion. He fired three times at him loaded with bullet^ 
two of which wounded without flopping him, and without 
making him go one ftep either falter or flower. We followed 
him by the traces of the blood, but he ruflied in among the 
thickets, and we faw no more of him. The heat being very 
intenfe, and we having fcarccly more than time fufficient to get 
on board for dinner, contented ourfclves with killing parrots,, 
plovers, fnipes and fome other birds. As I was curious to have- 
a humming bird, of which I faw many flying round our heads, 
and could not, or at leaft did not know how to take them aUvcv 
1 ventured to fire at one, which was fluttering about like a 
butterfly, and hovered in the fame manner over a fmall branch 
of a tree. The little bird, whether through fear or the violent 
concuflion of. the air, dropped inftantly. After having looked 
for it a long time, I found it at lafl dead on a leaf of the fame 
branch. The figure of it in its natural fize is to be feen in 
the plate. 

Some call this bird, Ltfofjgcre or Beequeflcurs^ becaule it is con- 
tinually fluttering about flowers, like the butterfly, and fucks. the 
moiflute of them in the fame manner. The whole compafs of its 
body with the feathers is not larger than a common nut. It has 
a tail near three times as long as its body ; its neck is rather 
fmall, its head in proportion, and its eyes are very fliarp. The 
bill is fomcwhat whitifli at the root, the reft of it is black; it is 
as long as the body of the bird, is fmall and very fliarp. The 
wings are long, thin, and very extenfive in proportion ; the ex-» 
tremity of the feathers reaches to two-thirds or thereabouts of 
the tail, which as well as the wings is of a purpleifli brown.^ 
The reft of the plumage is green with a gold caft, as if one ha(J 
fpread a layer of green almoft tranfparenl over a leaf of gold. 
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The neck and head are of a deep blue, gilt in the fame manner, 
Thefe colours vary according as the light ftrikes more or leCi 
forcibly on the different parts. Sometimes the whole plumage 
•of this bird refembles a pigeon^s neck, or the green fbathers on 
the wings of wild ducks ; fometlmes it is of a fine bine, foraetimcs 
of a fine green, fometimcs of a purple, and all thcfc mixed with 
the fplendor of a lively gold colour, bright and burnifhcd. The 
tongue of this bird in miniature is forked, and lias the appear- 
ance of two twifts of red filk. Its feet arc fliort, black, and 
furnifhed with very long claws. 

There are fcveral fpccies of them, which differ both in fize and 
colour. One of the fmall kind, which I have preferved in 
brandy, has white feathers from the breaft to the tail. The 
■colour of the reft of Us plumage is like that of the others. 

The female lays but two eggs, of the fize of a fmall pea. 
They build their nefts in orange trees with the fmalleft ftravvs 
they can find. The Portuguefc, who lived in the cottage near 
-which we watered, gave us one of thefe nefts with two young 
ones in it, which were not yet covered with the firft down. He 
had juft taken it with the father and mother, clofe by his habi- 
tation ; we put it down on a ftone bench at the door of the 
lioufe, while we were eating an orange, and had fcarcely turned 
our backs, when a cat came and carried off both neft and young 
ones. Thefe nefts are of an admirable conftruflion, anrl about 
the fize of a half crown. The Brazilians call this bird by the 
names o^ Guainumbit Guinambit Aratica^ Aratarataguacu. The 
Portuguefe call it PegafroL 

We had befidc thefe a third kind, fomewhat larger than thofe 
I have been defcribing, but much lefs than the fmalleft v^rens 
we have in Europe. The feathers of their head begin towards 
the middle of their upper bill. They arc exceedingly fmall at 
their rife, are difpofed in fcalcs^ and grow larger as they arc 
nearer to the head, at the top of which they form a little tuft of 
Uncommon beauty for the brilliancy of the gold, and the variety 
of colours, which change according to the dirc6lion of the rays 
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of lighf, or the pofition of the fpeflatot's eye. Somctiracs tlte 
plumage of this bird is of a black equal to that of the fincfl black 
velvety fomcumes of a pea green, fomctinies yellow. At other 
times it refcnibles cloth of goUl Shaded with all thefe colours. The 
back is of a dark green fiiot with gold. The large feathers of the 
wing arc of a deep violet, approaching fometimes to purple. The 
tail is compofcd of nine feathers as long as the whole body, and 
of a black mixed with brown, purple, and viokt, which form a 
moft agreeable aficmblage of colours, and have the fame cliange- 
able property as above. The whole lower part of the belly likcwjfe 
exhibits a mixture of black, violet, green, and yellow, which 
alvrays ftrike the eye of the obferver differently, according to the 
difference of his own fituation or of that of the bird. Its eyes 
arc of a lively, brilliant black, not inferior to the fineft poli/hcd 
jelj its legs arc Ihort, and black, as well as its feet, which are 
compofcd of four claws» three of tliem in front, all furnifhed 
with black, crooked, fharp talons, very long in proportion to the 
reft of the body. When it flies, it makes a buzzing with its 
wnng?, very much like that of certain large flies which we fee in 
France fluttering about among the flowers. It builds its neft 
upon fhrubs, among high branches of orange, or other low trees. 
In our Frcnchfciflands it goes by the name of Coiibrisy and fome- 
times ^indt. The Spaniards call tJiem Tomineios, becaufe the neft 
and bird together do not weigh more than the Spanifh Tomin^ 

When we came on board, we found a Spaniard tliere, wha 
was fettled in the country, and to whoTe care we had, the day we 
came to anchor, committed a Hieep that was diffempcred and very 
lean : the ihcep was to graze about the man's cottage, by which 
means we liopcd to rcftorc hirji. This Spaniard had brought us 
fomc hundreds of oyftcrs. They were much larger than the 
white oyftcrs of Saintonge; for the fliells were at leaft five indies 
in tliainctcr. We do not eat fatter or better oyffers in France. 
They were a perfect cream, both in tafte and whitenefs. Wc 
did every thing In our power to induce the Spaniard tp 
difcovcr the place where he found themj but we could not 
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fuccecd. All we could obtain from him was a promife of 
biinging us (bme more, and tliis was not performed till a day 
or two before our departure. We endeavoured to find out his 
cottage, but in vain ; he had not given us a proper direction ; 
and as for our flieep we faw no more of it ; he made us ample 
amends, however, when wc were on the point of quilting the 
harbour, by a prefent he brought us of fome thoufands of orangc-a 
and lemons, and of fevcn or eight hundred of the fame kind of 
oyftcrs. 

There was a Portugucfe too onboardj who had brought a 
large handfome canoe, which our captain M. Duclos Guyot had 
bought for M, de Bougainville, who imagined at that time, that 
It might be very ufeful to us at the Malouine iflands, to which 
we were bound. She was fitted out with her * Pagates^ or 
Pagalles, as father Labat calls them in his Nouveaux Voyages, 
This canoe was made of a fmgle trunk of a cinnamon tree hol- 
lowed, nineteen feet, odd inches in length, and three feet in 
b»:eadth on the infide, and about the fame depth. Some of our 
officers, as well land as fea, who had been in Canada, underAood 
the working of her. She was ufed on our fifhing expeditions. 
But when we put into Montevideo, M. de Bougainville parted 
with her to a Spanilh officer for eight piai}res$ ihe had coft him 
about eighteen French livres. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon we went over to the main 
land, and vifited feveral cottages on the coalV, where wc made 
provifion of lemons, oranges, and fome pine-apples, which we 
found ripe. This fruit, and the plant which bears it arc known 
at prefent in Europe, as they bear the voyage very well, but 
there is a very great difference both in flavour and ihiell between 
the fpecimens of this fruit produced in France, even in Riovence 
and Languedoc, and what is found in Brazil. It grows there of 
itfelf without cultivation, and in great abundance. It turns the 
knives, with which it is cut, black, and fpoils them; which pru- 
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bably has given occafion to fomc authors to fay, that the nni. 
of it is (o hard, that it blunts the edge of a knife. It is true, 
that if, after cutting ihc pine-apple in fliccs, you negleft to wa(h 
and wipe your knife very well, you will find it after a few hourt 
fpoilcd and rufty, as if you had put aquafortis fomewhat lowered 
upon it* The juice of this fruit is of great efficacy in taking fpoti 
out of deaths. That of Brazil, they will tdl you. is a prefcn'ative 
againft fca-ficknefs. 

In my walk I gathered fotnc feeds of plants, and fomc grenadillas, 
with a fmall red fruit of the colour of cinnabar, which bears a 
pretty near rcferablancc to the love-apple. A Portugucfe, who 
was with us, told me, they call it Maracujd^ the figure of it is In 
the plate annexed. 

The plant which bears this fruit is prickly, the leaf is very like 
that of the Slrammum furhfum, but not fo large. Under the rind 
of the fruit is a pulp, of one fixth part of an inch in depth, 
white, and of the confidence of that of the Calville apple, of a 
fwectifti but infipid flavour. The infide is iniirely filled with flat 
(tc6s, of the fame form asthofe of the large Pimento or long pepper. 
The Portugucfe informed me, that the fruit, Maracuja, was never 
eaten, altho* he did not know that it had any dangerous qualities. 

The Grcnadilla of Brazil is round, yet rather flat at the end*, 
and of the fizc of a pullet's egg. Its bark is very fmooth, glittering 
on the outfide, and of a carnation colour, when the fruit is ripe. 
On the infide it is white and foft, its tbicknefs about the eighth 
part of an inch. The fubflance which itinclofes is vlfcous, it is 
of a refrcfhing and cordial nature, the tafte of it is between fwcct 
and four. It may be eaten in quantities without any inconvenience. 
There arc to be found in it a number of fmall feeds or kernel* 
much refembling linfecd in (hape, and not fo hard as thofe of 
the common pomegranate. This whole fubftancc is feparated 
from the bark by a very thin fliin. The plant which bears this 
fruit twines about the- trees, and refembles as to its leaves and 
flower, what we call the paflion flower. It diffufes a very fwect 
fccpt. To eat the Grcnadilla in pcrfeflion, it fhould not be fuf- 
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ferccl to ripen entirely upon the plant. It would decay and dry 
up, Jt muft be gathered a little before it is ripe, and kept a few, 
days-. 

Since our anival at Brazil we were conft^ntly in fearch of par- 
rots, but could not find any tame ones to be bought. In 
the lour that we made, we had the good' luck to meet with 
fome complaifant Portugucfe, who parted with one to Mr. 
1' HutlUer j this officer found means alfo to get one for Mr. de 
Bekourt. Upon our returning on board, a Spaniard who talked 
a little French, and whom we had commifhoned to procure us- 
fome, offered us four, two of which were aheady reared, and 
talked the Portugucfe language, as did the two of which I have 
already fpoken. The other two were but juft taken from theif 
neft, and could not feed themfelves.. I gave a ftriped ribband for 
one of thcfe laftj and I preferred it with an idea that it would, 
learn the French language with greater facility. J kept him till the 
beginning of May, when he died of a.catarrh in the head. Thi». 
catarrh had caufcd his eyes to fwcll. It fell upon his lungs, and 
having rendered him aflmatic, it was impodible for mc to fave^. 
him. 

Among thefe parrots there were three kinds, which differed in 
their plumage and fize. One of M. THuilUer's had the feathers 
of his neck and ffomach of a tawny and cliangeable red, mixed 
with a little grey j the top of the fore part of the head of a ver-^ 
milion colour, rather faded and csttinguifhed, the. tips of the wings 
of a brighter red than that of the rofe, and fcveralof the feathers-. 
in the wings and tail of a fine carmine; others of a very Enc 
azure blue, and fome black : all the reft of the body was green.. 
He rpoke Portugucfe extremely well, and learned French veiyi- 
eafdy. He died juft upon our arrival at the Malouine iOanda.- 
Thc iecond was bigger than any we had l the top of his 
head was of a vermilion red, the two fides of a light blue to- 
wards the ears, and which grew fainter even fo much as to be* 
come grey in proportion as the feathers were at a greater diilance 
from them*... .The, win^s and tail were like tho^of tJie £rft. The 
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others were fcarce above half that fize ; they refcmbled them how. 
ever as to their plumage, except that the red upon theu' heads 
was much more lively, which might perhaps be owing to their 
being younger. Monf. dc Bougainville's parrot died of the 
fame difordcr as mine, during our ftay at the Malouine iflands ; 
111. de Belcourt's fell into the fca and was drowned, fo that out 
of fcvcn, we brought no more than two to France, Mr. THuU- 
lier's large one, which I delivered to him fafc and found at Vcr- 
faillcs, and one of the fmaller kind which had no tail, for he 
plucked out the feathers of it as faft as they grew. The failor 
to whom it belonged, had not taken near the fame care of him 
as we had done of ours, and yet prcferved him. It was impofll- 
ble to fpcak better than he did ; and he imitated the cries of the 
children we had on board, and thofe of the cabbin boys when 
they were whipt for any fault they had committed, the cackling 
of the hens, and the noife of all the other animals we had in the 
frigate, fo well, as to deceive every body that heard him. 

Faffing by the habitation in which we had lodged our Acadian 
families, we heard a noife like that of a wood-cutter felling df 
wood. We afked a freed negro, what it was? It is, anfwered he,^' 
a monkey that ranges about the garden to cat -the fruit and the 
corn, and is giving notice to his comrades to come and afllft him j 
but if I had a good gun like yours, I would foon diflodge him. 
He has been two or three days making this racket. One of our 
boatfwains lent him his gun ; the negro loaded it with large 
fliof, followed the noife, and (hot at the monkey twice without 
making him run away : at the third fhot he fell dead at the foot 
of the tree. The boatfwain brought the monkey on board the 
frigate where we had opportunity to examine him at our Icifure. 
He was near two feet eight inches high, when landing upon his 
hind legs -, his hair was long, and of a fawn coloured brown all 
over his body except under the belly, which approached 
the clear fawn colour. -His brown beard began from his cam 
and fell near five ifiches upon his bread ; his feet and hands 
were blacki his ears, deftitute of hair, wcce well detached from 
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cacli other and his face covered with a tawny down, fo clofe as 
to be hardly diftinguifliable from the ikin. His eye brows were 
of a darker hue and prominent. His tail was as long as his body 
including his liead. 

I know not at what fport he had lofl; his left eye : this, how- 
ever, was not to be perceived without a dole examination -, for in 
the focket l«had fubftituted a ball, compofed of a gum which was 
unknown to us, of rotten wood and fome very finemofsi the whole 
mixed up together. The eye-lid covered this ball as if it had beea 
really the globe of the eye. Whether he had contrived this falfc 
eye to appear lefs deformed, or to cure his wounded eye, or to de- 
fend it from the infultsof flies and other infefts,! leave toconjefture. 
"Wc obfcrved alfo, that this monkey appeared old, for the ikin of 
lus face was greatly wrinkled, and he had fome white hairs in 
his beard. We faw but this one during our ftay at the ifland of St. 
Catherine's, though we were told that there were a great number, 
and that the inhabitants eat the young ones, which are very good. 
They endeavoured even to perfuadc me that one of the ragouts of 
which I ate at the Governor's, and which I took to be an exceU 
lent rabbit, was really a monkey. Be this as it would, many others 
ate of it as well as myfelf, and appeared well picafed with it. 

The maftcr of the habitation near which we got our wa- 
ter, having perceived that Mr. le Roy, lieutenant of our /hip, 
had a great inclination for a pretty little bird that he had in 
a cage, and which fang very well, made him a prefent of it. 
This bird is called in the Brazils, Curanbe Engera, It is of the 
fize of a Canary bird. Its wings, back, neck and tail arc blue, 
with fome white fpots about the middle of the large feathers of 
the wings and tail, difpofed in the lame manner as thcfe fpots 
are in the wings and tail of the gokUfinch« From the under part 
of the bill along the breaft: to the under part of the tail, all the 
feathers are of a golden yellow, bright and glittering ; its warbling 
varies Uke that of the Canary, and it imitates die ftnging of other 
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birds. There arc fcveral forts of them. The Brazilians call them 
atfo I'eitei, For its Figure, fee the Plate. '^ 

As I was walking in the 6elds with our captain, I perceived 
him gathering a large quantity of a plant with yellow flowers, 
which I took at the firft glance for the yellow amaranth, which 
abounds on the rifing grounds on the coaft of Terra Firma. 
Curiofity led me to afk him the ufe which he meant to put 
It to. He told me, that it was the Doradilla; that when he 
was at Valpaiafo, he had heard it called by that name; and 
that in that town, as well as in all the others in Peru, 
where he had been, they ufed a great deal of it in infufion for 
the cure of pains in the Aomach. Our captain was fubje6i: ta 
them at times. 1 gathered a pretty large quantity of it, and we 
drank it fomctimcs by way of tea. The tafte of it is agreeable 
enough. Others call it Vira-verda j this is the name that is 
given to it at Montevideo alfo. Frezier, in his account of his 
voyage to the South feas, fays, that a French furgeon made ufe 
of it with great fuccefs in the cure of the tertian ague. But the 
Doradilia which the Spaniards have, is a kind of fplecn-woit, 
the leaf of which is curled. They attribute great virtues to it. 
The ftalk and leaves of the vira-verda, which we fpeak of at 
prcfent, are fpongy, and like the yellow amaranth, its flower is 
an afl'emblageof (mall yellow buds, the leaves of which are point- 
ed. The flowers of the amaranth are in form of a rofe, and the 
leaves of it are difpofed in the fame manner. d 

At our return from filhing, abundantly fupplied as ufual, 
we examined the different forts of fifh, and among them 
found that which is called in the Brazils Panapana. The one 
that I give the figure of was two feet and a half long from the 
head to the beginning of the tail, the dillance between the eyes 
was ten iiichcs. Its Hcin was rough and hard like that of a fhark,^ 
but confiderably finer, nearly the fame as that of the flcin of a 
kind of (hark, commonly Aim and of a middling fize, which our 
Cailors call Demoifellcy we catched three or four of them during 
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our flay at the ifland of St. Catherine's, and two at the Maldo« 
nades at the mouth of Rio de la Plata. 

The head of the Panapana is flat, ill-formed, and in the fliape 
of a hammer. Its eyes are at a great diftance from each otherj 
being placed at the oppofite extremities of the head. Its mouth 
and tail are like thofe of the fliark, its teeth are very (harpj but 
Idid not find feven rows of them. Our failors gave it the name 
of marteau or hammer, which is very applicable to its (hape. 

Among the number of plants which I gathered, was a fort of 
pepper, or pimento, very common in the fields along the ikirts of 
the woods. Itstafte is infinitely fharpcr than that of the pimento 
or long pepper, which we are accuftomed to in France. On this 
account our failors called it piment enrage. This fruit is of the 
fame length form and colour, but at Icaft twice as thick as that 
of the Barberry tree. It is at firft green, and grows red as it be- 
comes ripe. The flower which precedes it, is like that of the 
pimento. The plant which bears it, grows to the height of about 
two feet. It is full of branches and joints; its Hem is round, 
green, and rather flender. The leaves of it are in ftiape like 
thofe of the folaoum horUfife, or garden nightfhadc ; but as fmall 
as thofe of the cbenopodium faetidum or vuharicy which they re- 
fcmble much. One of the fmall fruits of the piment enrage put 
into fauce, heightens the flavour as much as an entire one of the 
larger fort. This induced our failors to lay in a large provifion 
of them. 

' I had alfo furniHied myfelf with all the ripe feeds of the plants 
which I found, and having met with fome Furtuguefe women in 
a hut, who were picking cotton to feparate it from its feeds, 
they gave me a handful of them. They did me the greater plea- 
fure, as I was very dcfirous of having fome, and as I could not 
gather any from the plant, tiic Ihrub being juft then in flower. 
The wood of it is tender and fpongy; the bark thin and grey, 
its leaves are of a bright green when young, but grow of a 
deeper colour as they approacli to maturity, or as the fhiub 
grows old,' They are large, and divided into five parts, which 
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terminate in a point. Thofe which are nearcft the flower are 
only in three parts, and refemble mudi thofe of the Ridaus, 
its flowers are almoft like thofe of a fmall (hrub, which is now 
in fafliion for the decoration of our paiterres, called ^/ii^« ; 
They arc not howcvei' quite £b open. They aie yellow towards the 
end, and fpotted with red at tlic bottom. It is a pentapetalous 
plant, fuppoitcd by a calix of faall green leaves, which are hard 
and pointed. To the piilil fucceeds a bud, or oval fruit, which 
in its ftate of maturity is of the bignefs of a duck's egg. This 
fruit is divided into three or four different cells, fliled with a 
white ftringy fubftancc, which inclofcs ten or twelve feeds of a 
dark brown colour iUcking together two by two, like wheat in 
the ear. Thefe feeds are of the fize of a pea, and about three 
or four lines in length. 

This ftringy fubftance is that which we know by the name of 
cotton. It fwells and fprings in the flidl, which contains it, in 
fuch a manner as to force it open when the fruit is ripe. AC 
that time the feeds, full of an oUy fubftancc, feparate themfelves^ 
with the locks of cotton which inclofe them, and fall from the 
fruit, unlefs care is taken to gather them in time. 

The Portugueie mufl certainly be unacquainted with the ma- 
chines which are made ufe of in our Antilles, for feparating the 
cotton from the feeds which it inclofes, and to which it fticks^ 
or die the Portugueie women I have fetn employed at this 
work, did it merely by way of amufement j for they feparated it 
bit by bit, only by pinching the cotton between their fingers. 
They fpin it aftenAards to make doth of it s but i do not know 
with what machine, as I never faw them at that work. 

This is the only kind of cotton tree which I found cultivated 
In (he iiland of St. Catherine's, and upon the coafls of the 
Continent in its neighbourhood. It is very different from the 
cotton tree in the Brazils, of which Dampier fpeaks in the 
following terms: " Its flower is compofed of fmall nlaments ai- 
** mod as loofe as hair, three or four inches long, and of a dark 
** red except the tips, which are of an afli colour. At the bor- 
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" torn of the ftalk there are d'^-^ narrow ftifF leaves about fix 
** inches Jong." The kind which Frezier fpeaks of, rcfcmblcs 
in every refpeft that which I have defcnbed, except that the feeds 
of the latter are not feparated from each other, and difperfed in 
the cotton, as tiiat author lays^ and as he has reprcfentcd theiu 
in the figure which he has given of the fruit. Itfeems as if fa- 
ther Labat had copied from this figure df the cotton tree the one 
which he has infcrtcd in the fecond volume of his new voyage 
to the American iflands, or perhaps Frezier may have taken it 
from him. The figures given by each of them are exadly aUkc» 

In a hut a little farther on, where we went to beg fome water 
to drink, the woman who gave its fome was employed in flip- 
ping leaves, with long thin thorns on the ftalk, from a kind of 
reed very common along the fides of the woods and roads. She 
drew from them a fort of green thread extremely fine, much like 
raw-filk, and of a light green colour. She told us, that flic after- 
wards fpun this rtringy fubftance to make lints and fifhlng nets 
of it, which ihe faid lartcd a long rime. Perhaps it might be made 
ufc of for other purpofes. 

Not far from thence, I faw for the firft time, a kind of aloes 
called pit/^y the leaf of which when ftecpcd like hemp affords a 
fubflancc fit for fpinning, and of which they make linen cloth 
ill the Eaft. From the niidfV of a fcore of leaves, about five feet 
high, and at leaft three inches thick at the bottom, their edges 
thorny, ending in a point, hollowed cut, and of a fine green, 
fprang up a green rtalk of about eight inches diameter at the 
bottom, which diminiihed gradually to the top, and grew to the 
heighth of at leaft thirty feet. From the heighth of about twenty 
feet of this rtalk quite to its fummit, tiierc fprang branches ti> 
the number of twelve or fifteen, adorned with a number of fprigs, 
almoft like the growing ftalk of the lilly plant, when rifing about 
two inches from the earth. Tliefe tufts of fprigs grow irre- 
gularly along the branches, which are deftitute of any other 
foliage^ and fpread themfclves alnioft horizontally. Without 
doubt, thefe fprigs when arrived to a certain pitch of maturity, 
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-break of thcmfelves, and take root in the earth where they hap* 
pen to fall. 1 picked up about fi/tcen with their roots, which 
I carried on board, where we planted them in boxes placed omct 
our cabbins. They did very well there, and wc Hiould in all pro- 
babiliiy have preferved the grcateft part of them, if, notwitb- 
Aanding all our care, two cars which we had on board had not 
Scratched up the earth of thefe boxes, and poifoncd it with tbcir 
urine and excrement. We refolved at laft, though rather late, 
to cover them with fifliing nets, fup|X)rted by hoops, and wc 
preferved two plants of tlieni as well as fooie cotton trees, raifed 
from the feeds which we had fown. They were all traofplanted 
at our arrival at St. Malo's, into the garden of Beau Sqour at 
St. Servant, which was occupied by M. Duclos Guyot our 
.faptain. 

J The Portuguefe have perhaps remarked that the fprigs of the 
filbif which have thus taken root oi tliemfelves, do nut thrive 
fb well as thofe, which have been carefully put into giound well 
billed. This is probably what induces them to make holes of 
about a foot fquare in the earth beneath the braikches, and 
jbout the plant itfelf, where I found five or fix of thefe fprigs 
planted ; and which, in reality, feemed to have thriven better 
than thofe which had been wholly abandoned to nature. 1 can- 
not fay, whether the pitie bears any other fruit, or whether it 
multiplier by any other means. 

Bcfides lemons and oranges, there is in the ifle of St. Cathe- 
rine's a fort of rcfrefhraent for fporlfmen. This fruit, which b 
^vcry common, is called the American Indian ^g. It is in fliape 
much Uke our figs. Its firlt Ikin is green; it then grows rather 
yellow, and afterwards ailames the colour of red lacker on the 
fide which has been expofed to the rays of the fun. This ilua 
is ftuck full of very fmall prickles. Thofe who gather tliis fruit 
^nd peal it muA be yct'f dextrous, not to fill their fingers 
.witl» thcfc prickles, which arc almoil imperceptible. Happily 
ihey caufe more uncafinefs than xnifchief, till one has found the 
method of getting rid of tiicm. 

Under 
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Under the fkin, which is about as thick as that of a fig is 
found a white covering, thin and tenderer than the other. 
It inclofcs a foft fubflance, of a bright red, mixed with fmali 
grains like thoie of the fig. This fubftance has an acid 
tafte, a little fwcct, and extremely grateful. When people 
eat a confiderablc quantity of it their urine becomes red, 
but without any harm refulting from it. This fruit is even 
cooling. Our captain, his two fons and myfclf, were almoft the 
only people who eat of it ; the others did not dare lo follow our 
example through apprehenfion of fuffcring fome inconvenience: 
from it. 

In order to avoid running any of the rifques which I have 
mentioned in gathering tliefe prickly figs, get a fmall piece of 
wood fhaped like a bodkin, and flick it into the fig near the 
Ilalk ; cut off this (lalk with a knife, and holding the fruit in 
this manner at the end of the bit of wood, peal it lightly all 
round, without touching it with your fingers. 

On Saturday the tenth of December we fent out fome people 
to (hoot in the ifland, in order to procure fome game to treat 
the Governor, whom M. dc Bougainville had invited to dine 
on board our frigate the next day. They brought nothing but 
parrots, fnipes, and feme other birds. 

We found in a wet marlhy foil a prodigious quantity of a 
fort of crab which live on fhore, and make their retreat in holes 
which they dig. They give them the name of tourlourous ; the big- 
geft are not above two inches wide. The (hapc of their fiiell is 
almofl fquarc, of a brownidi red, growing lighter by degrees 
towards the belly, which is of a clear red. This iliell or helmet 
is pretty flrong though thin. Their eyes are of a ftiining black 
and as hard as horn. ■ They fhoot out and drawn iii again like 
thofe of lobfters. 

Thefe crabs have four legs on each fide, each of them com»- 
pofed of four joints, the laft of which is flat and terminates in a 
point. They make ufe of them to walk fideways, like common 
crabs> and to dig up the earth. Befidc thcfe, they have two 
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other legs or daws bigger than the former, but efpccially the 
right, which is at leaft double the fize of the otlier. Thefe 
daws or pincers ai*e of a bright red, fhaped like thofe of 
fea-crabsj they make ufe of them for cutting leaves, and tlie roots 
of plants on which they feed. When they fee any thmg which 
frightens them they ftrike thefe two claws againA; each other. 
as il were to frighten their enemy, and lift up the biggeft of 
them perpendicularly, marching thus in aflate of defence; but 
retiring at the Gime time into their holes. Thefe claws as well as 
their legs, arc fo flightly iixed to their body that they come off in 
the hands of thofe who endeavour to take them, and the tourlou- 
rou et'capes. 

Both fcxes have their tails bent imder their bellies, where it 
entei^s fo exaiflly into a cavity which is in tlie (hell of the belly 
that it can hardly be diftmguiihcd. That of the male diminidies 
in fizc quite to the end. The female's is equally large to ita 
extremity. As fail as the female lays her eggs, they attach 
therofelves to the long rough hairs with which the under part 
of the tail is furniflied. Thefe fupport, cover, and prevent 
them from falling, or from being detached by the fand, herbs, 
or other unequal furfaces which fall in her way, 

Thefe animals were fo numerous in this raar/hy ground, that 
it was iropoffible to fet down one's foot without crufhing feveral 
of them. I cannot fay whether the inhabitants of the coaib 
eat thefe animals, as they do in the Antilles, where they arc of 
great fervice to the Carribbees and negroes. The Creoles them* 
fclves, according to father Labat, regale themfclves with them. 

About ten o'clock in the morning, on Sunday the eleventh of 
December, we received the Govei-nor on board. He left 
the town by two in. the morning, in his canoe, with his fon, 
accompanied by a minifttr from the King of Fonugal, who was 
lirft prefidcnt of the fovcreign council of Rio Janeiro, by the 
Oviodore, the major, and fome other officers of the garrifon. 
The tide and a contrary wind had prevented their arriving 
focncr. 

The 
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The tent was pitched upon the quarter-deck, which was fet 
out in form for the company ; the (hip was fpread with the 
quarter-cloths, and the French flag difplayed. When every body- 
was feated, I faid mafs with the ufual folemnities ; and at noon 
a dinner was ferved up as elegant as pofTible in our prefent 
fituation. The King of Portugal's health was drunk, under a 
difcharge of eleven pieces of cannon, which'were all anfwered 
regularly from the fort of Santa Cruz. 

After dinner fome inferior officers, the fame who had played 
on different inftruments at the Governor's, played again, and 
made a kind of concert, which lafted about two hours. During 
this amufement, a wind arofe unfavourable to the Governor's 
return, the weather became overcaft, and fo heavy a rain fell 
that it was fcarce poffible to think of going back to the town, 
or even to one of the forts. M. de Bougainville propofed a 
party of play to amufe thefe gentlemen, which was accepted. 
The wind and rain continuing, M, de Bougainville pcrfuadcd 
the governor and his company to lie on board. While we were 
waiting for fupper, which confifted only of the remains of the 
dinner, and at which the Governor, as well as moft of the 
reft of the company, drank only a glafs of water, I converfed 
all the time with the Portuguefe minifter, who wanted no- 
thing but practice to fpeak the French language well, and 
who made ufeof very expreffive Latin words, whenever he was 
at a lofs for a French term. This minifVer, who was well ac- 
quainted with Brazil, and was at that time upon his tour through 
the country, according to cuftom, was fo obliging as to anfwer 
all my quellions, and gave me all the intbrniation I could wi(h 
relative to the country and its inhabitants, of which I fhall give 
an account hereafter. 

Meflieurs dc Bougainville, and de Nervillc, gave up their beds 
to the governor, and the Portuguefe minifter; the Oviodore lay 
in the cabbin of M. Duclos Guyot our captain, and the other 
ofiicere would abfolutely lie upon the table under the tent, where 
niatiafll-s were fpread for tliem. We all paiied the night as well 
as we could. At four o'clock in the morning, the governor and 
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his company fet ofF in his boat for Fort Santa Cruz, to give 
orders that we might be fupplitd with oxen, &c. and every 
thing we wanted. At his going away, we falulcd him with 
nine pieces of cannon, which were immediately returned by 
tli€ fort. 

Before we fat down to fuppcr, M. de Bougainville had begged 
tJie favour of the Governor, to get the letters we had written to 
give our friends fome intelligence about us, conveyed to Portugal, 
and from thence to France. A few days after, a Portugucfe 
fnow, which then lay at anchor before thc^town of Our Lady in 
ExiU, intended to fet fail for Rio de Janeiro, and had pro- 
mifcd us to deliver our packets to fome one of the captains of 
the fleet, which was to fet out from thence towaids the end of 
the month. The Governor very readily took this commiffion 
upon himfcif ; and M. de Bougainville fent him our parcels. 
But whether the Rio de Janeiro fleet was gone, before our let- 
ters reached that place, or wiieihcr from any other accident, it 
is certain that our parcels never came to hand. 

Five or fix hours after the Govemor*s landing at Fort Santa 
Cruz, a prcfent came to us from him of two oxen, as many cows, 
a heifer, two turkeys, twenty-fijc Bra2il ducks and drakes with 
large red tufts, and other refrefhmcnts. ^L de Bougainville had 
in the evening prcfented him with a box full of fnufF-boxes> 
painted and varniilied by Martin, and with fome very hand- 
Ibme fans. 

The two following days were employed in compleating our 
provilion of wood for firing; it was compofed cf fafTafras, ccdar> 
and of yellow wood of Brazil. Having been told by a free 
negro, that the tree which bears the balfam of copaiba^ known 
under the name of copahu, 15 not rare in this country, 1 did 
my utmoft to get fome of it, but could not fueceed. The Por- 
tuguefe who had promifed to procure me fome, allured mc that 
this balfar)! only flows during the full moon. 

As our deftination was for a country, where our failors had 
never yet been, ^m^ whofe fcas and weather were reputed tem- 
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pcftoous, before we fet fail from Saint Catherine's, our captain^ 
with his ufual prudence and forefightf took care to provide httn-^ 
felf with fniall top-malls and top-gallant fails, to fcrve lu cale 
of bad weather. 

For this purpofe he applied to the free negro, of whom I have 
made mention more than once; he rendered us all the fer vice 
in his power with the greatcft readlnefs, and even matle a proposal 
to M. dc Bougainville of going with him; adding, that he was 
ready to go to any place where we pleafed to take him. He was 
a ilout fellow, and worked hard ; M. de Bougainville would wil- 
lingly have acquiefced in his demand, if he had not been appre- 
henfive that the Portuguefe n^tght have complained we had 
put in to decoy away the negroes of the country ; ^nd that fuch 
a report or fufpicion might be of diffcrvice to tliofc French 
vcflcls which might afterwards put in at St. Catheiine's, 

This negro went himfelf into the foreft, to look out for fuch 
trees as he thought might bed fuit our captain's purpole. 
When he had found them he informed him of it, ajid conducted 
us there through thickets and bullies, in the midft uf which we 
were obliged to climb up the mountain to get at thefe trees, 
which were in the thick of the forcft. We went thither well 
armed, and in a pretty large body, as well for the convenience 
of cutting down thefe trees, as to be able to convey them to the 
fea fide. We met with no wild beads in the foreft, but only two 
or three lai^e ferpents which we killed. As wc were going along 
I cut fcvcn or eight bamboo canes ; they are a kind of knotty 
Teed, tlic joints of wliich arc very clofe, and the clofer they arc 
the more beautiful are the canes. Thefe bamboos were of a 
.good fize, from five feet and a half to fix feel long; but unfor- 
tunately were not come to their maturity. In di7ing them they 
flirivelted up, and became as it were fluted. I left them at 
St, Malo's. 

In order to convey our wood to the water fide, we were obliged 
to tic them wirh cords, and to draj; ihcm, fomctinu-s even to lift 
them, over branches which flopped up our way. Wc were often 
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forced to mnke a road, whicli wc did with hatchets, I obfcrved 
palm trees there of a prodigious heighth, of about a foot dia- 
meter, and as ftraighi as bulnifhes j this is a kind of tree whofe 
trunk and branches are quite covered with fniall thorny excref* 
fences, of about fix or eight lines in diameter, or fomctimes more 
at their bafe, projecting about half an inch, and the thorn, 
which grows in the center, being about four lines long. The 
bark of this tree is grey, and rcfembles that of the beach tree. 
May not this be the fame, which is in our Antilles called 
bois epsneux ? 

On Tuefday morning a failor, after having cut fome grafs for 
our cattle, fitting down by it with his legs bare, was bit near 
the ancle by a ferpent, as he told us, about a foot and a half 
long, of a reddifli yellow colour in ftreaks. He paid no atten- 
tion to the bite, and as foon as he came on board he dined 
Ixcartily without uneafincfs, faying he was hungry. In about 
half an hour after he found himielf Tick ; and perceiving his leg 
▼ery much fwcllcd and painful, he came and acquainted me 
with it. I began by endeavouring to keep up his fpirits, and 
to eafe him of the fear which had feized upon him. Whilil I 
was giving notice of this to the two furgeons of our fngatc, he 
vomited, and did the fame once or twice in the fpacc of an hour. 
We made him take two drams of theriaca mixed in a glafs of 
wine, with ten drops of volatile fpirit of fal ammoniac, and 
after having fcarified the wound, which was already become black, 
applied to it a plaifter of theriaca pounded with garlick. Not- 
wuhllanding this his ficknefs continued, and he vomited two or 
three times more. The fame remedy was repeated. In the mean- 
while, a Ponugucfe officer from Fort Santa Cruz came on board, 
to whom we related what had hap}>encd. The failor's account, 
with tire defcription of the rqMile, gave the officer reafon to 
judge, that this ferpent was of one of thofe kinds which the 
j)eopIe of the country call Jararaca, *' Its venom, faid he, is fo 
dangerous, that it caufcs inevitable death to thofe, who are not 
excited by it to vomit within the four and tweuty hours. But 
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fince your failor has vomited, you may make yourfclvcs. cafy 
upon his account. Continue however to give him the fame 
medicine, with the addition of an emetic. There arc fevcml other 
kinds of .Jararaca,' which are equally to be dreaded; efpccially 
one, which is ot an earth or cinder colour, with fome (Ireaks on 
the head which are rather darker." The next day, neither the 
blacknefs of the wound, nor the inflammation of the leg being 
increafed, the emetic was given to the patient, and a frcfh plaiAer 
of the fame kind as the former was applied. After this no other 
accident happened to him, and the wound was treated as a 
common one. He was purged twice afterwards, and fionj that 
time was very well. In going into the woods and fields, you 
are almoft always' liable to be bit by thefe dangerous reptiles^ 
which are very numerous- there. We very frequently faw in the 
fand on the fea fide, winding furrows formed by the traces of 
ferpents which had pafled there. If any one who has the mif- 
fortune to be bit by one of them, does not immediately meet 
vvhh proper afiiftance, he muft expe6l to die in the raoll cruel 
tortures. Some forts, efpecially thofe of the Juraracas, exhale a 
very ftrong fmell of mulk. This fmell is of great fervice to thofe 
who know it, to prevent their being furprifed by them. 

The only lizard which I faw in the ifle of St. Catherine's, 
might be about two feet long, and three or four inches broad* 
its ikin was blacky fpotted with white from the head to the end 
of the tail. The belly was much the fame, but the white was 
rather prevalent ; all over the reft of the body, the black and 
"white was almoft equally difpofed in fpots of a regular figure : 
its fliape in other refpei5ls was like that of the green lizards in 
France. M. de Nervillc, who was with me, was preparing his 
gun to fire at him, when I perceived that the animal was deadw 
We went towards it ; but as it already ftank very much, we did 
not think proper to examine it with greater attention. Miglit 
not this be what is called by the people of the country the 
Maboyay or Tejuguacu^ and Iguana by Pifon and Margraft ? 

The 
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The rattle fnake is vzry common Hicre: its length extends as 
far *s three feet, but very fclclom exceeds above half a foot more. 
Its colour is of an iron grcy^ regularly ftreaked. At the extremity 
of its tail is faAtned what the Spaniards call its cafcabeUf^ and 
for the fame reafon the fcrpent cafcabeHa, Tiiis cafcabeile, which 
^vc have chofe to call the rattle, on account of the noile it makes, 
icfembles the hulks of peas dried upon the plant. It is divided 
in the fame manner into feveral joints, which contain fmall 
rotind little bones, wiiofe fii(fl:ion produces a found much like 
that of two or three rattles, or fmall bells which make but a dull 
noife. The day that M. dc Belcourt ar.d 1 were in the woods 
looking for the animal whofe traces we had fcen in the fand, wc 
thought we heard this found mixed v.iih a kind of Jiifllng; which 
alfo was much like the noile ufually made by graflioppers. The 
bite of this ferpent is (o dangerous, that it is happy for the in-* 
habitants of the countries wheic it is found, that nature has 
given to this reptile a fign to warn them of its approach ; 
without which, its colour differing very little from that of the 
earth, it would be very difficult for them not to be furprifcd by 
it, and to avoid it. This animal is alfo called boicinininga. 

To feed the cattle which we were taking with us from the 
jfland of St, Catherine, we laid in a provhion of the (lalks of 
the banana tree^ with which vve covered our quarter-detk, both 
within and without. This forrage is the nioft convenient foi* 
tranfportation ; as it takes up very lirtle room, and was therefore 
kfs cumberfome than any ether. Befides, meadows are very 
Icarce in this ifland, as well as along the coaft of the Continent, 
and tlK little grals which grows there is marfliy. It would have 
been difficult to have procured a fufficicnt quantity of it; and 
that even, not being come to a ftate of maturity fit for keepings 
would have heated, and afibrdcd a very bad fubfiftcnce for tbefc 
cattle. The ftalks of the banana were a ve 17 good fubflitutc, 
as much on account of their keeping \'cr\' well, as becaufe they 
are veiy nourifhing. We had only to cut them in pieces wjrh 
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a knife, after which our oxen and fheep ate them with great 

eager nefs. , 

The banana is a plant, the ftem of which is compofed only 
of leaves rolled one upon the other, of a reddilh white colour in 
ibme places, and a greenifh yellow in others. When the root 
fhoots out a rprig, there are only two leaves rolled one within the 
other, which appear coming out at the edge of the ground. 
Thefe leaves unfold and expand themfclves, to give way to twa 
others, arifing from the fame center. Thefe being rolled up as 
the former, expand themfelves in the fame manner, and are fol- 
lowed by feveral others, which growing higher and broader a» 
they fucceed each other, and being always rolled up in the fame 
manner, form at length the ftem of this arboreous plant, which 
iFifcs to eight, ten, and even twelve feet j but not any higher* 
Then the leaves grow out from the top, and the middle of the 
Aem, to which they are conne^led merely by a foot f^alk about 
an inch in diameter, a foot long, round on one (ide, and hol- 
lowed on the other by a groove in the middle. This foot ftalk 
being continued, forms the vein or band which runs along the 
middle of the leaf, which is fometimes fifteen or eighteen inche9 
wide, and fix or feven feet long. The fuplne diik of this leaf 
is of a fiiw green colour, the prone dilk of a green inclining to 
grey, which makes it appear filvered. It is nearly of the fub- 
ftance of very thick parchment ; yet it is fo delicate, and its fize 
expoles it {6 much to the adion of the wind, that it is divided into 
feveral flips. Thefe flips extend from the vein running in the 
middle towards the edges of the leaf, by the fide of the fmaller 
veins running in the fame direction, and appearing, fome like 
narrow filver ribbands, others like flips of the fame colour, dxcd 
to the vein in the middle, and rolled upon themftlves. 

When the banana is grown up to its natural height, it is from 
nine to ten inches in diameter, and the flem of it is fo tender,, 
that, though the leaves of which it is compofed, are joined very 
clofe to each other, it may cafily be cut with a knife, or even 
with a fingk firoke of a hedging bill, taken a little aflant j for 
3 the 
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the leavies are "pulpy and full of juice^ and this is the reafoa 
why it always thrives beft in a rich and moiflToil. 

When it is come to fiich maturity as to be capable of beaiing 
fruit, it puflies out, from the middle of the top of its ftem, an- 
other flem of about an inch and half in diameter, and three or 
four feet in length, which is covered with circular rows of buds 
of a .yellow colour bordering on green. A large bud in the fhape 
of a heart, from fix to feven inches in length and three in diame- 
ter, terminates this Hem. It is compofed of feveral pellicles laid 
one over another, the outfide of which is red, and has a fecond 
covering which is compact, fmooth, and of the colour of the 
lilack. This bud rifes from an aperture made by the divifion of 
the ftcm into four parts. At firft the ftem is ftrait, but in pro- 
portion as the bloffoms difappear, and give way to the fruit, 
which fucceeds them, the increafe of weight bends it infenfibly, 
and draws it more and more towards the ground. 

In our Antilles, this ftalk laden with fruit is called a regime. 
I know not by what name the Portuguefe call it. One of ihefe 
flalks is fometimes furniihed with as many bananas, as one man. 
can carry. The fruit is faflened to the part which before fujv 
ported the flower. It is cuftomary to cut off the flalk, as foon 
as the fruit upon it begins to change from green to yellow. It is 
then fufpended in an airy part of the houfe, and the fruit is eaten 
as it grows ripe, which is difcovered, by its giving way to the 
finger, and becoming yellow. We hungup about a fcore of thefe 
ftalks round the quarter deck ; and fomc of our officers were fo 
fond of this fruit, and eat it fo eagerly, that they would not give 
it time to ripen. The banana is about two inches in diameter, 
and the longell I have feen of them did not exceed fix inches in 
length. The two ends terminate in a rounded pouit : the figure 
of it is angular, but the angles are very obtufe. The ikin is 
fmooth, pliable, rather thicker than that of a fig, and much 
more firm. The pulp is of a yellowifli white, and of the con- 
lillcnce of very fat new cheefe, bkndcd with its creamy or of 
butter recently churned, which the banana refcmblcs very much, 
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cfpccially when roafted. It taftes indeed much like this kind of 
butter, fuppofing it to have been mixed with the pulp of quinces 
rather too ripe. It is cftecmed an excellent kind of food; for 
my pait, I found nothing extraordinary in it; though I cat the 
fruit both raw and roafted, ripe and unripe, in order to judge oi 
tlie difierence of die taftc. 

Wc had been very dcfirous of providing ourfelvcs with a quan* 
tity of batatas and yams^ but they were not yet in a ftate fit 
to be taken out of the ground. The batata is a fpecies of pota- 
toe, or topinambou, but mucli more delicate. 

The yam is a creeping plant, furniihcd with branches which 
take root, and fpring up again without cultivation j fo that if 
care is not taken to root out a number of them, they will foon 
fpread all over the foil, though there fliould not have been 
more than one or two roots planted at firfl. The ftem is fquarc, 
of the fize of one's little finger, or thereabouts. Its leaves arc 
cordiform, having their apex a little lengthened out and pointed. 
They are of a dark green colour, as large as thofc of the lappa 
major or greater bardana. They grow lefs in fize as they arc 
placed farther from the root \ but they arc ftill fmooth, thick, 
and pulpy, fixed to the ftem in pairs, by fhort petioles, fquare, 
and rather curvated. From the Hem arife fome clufters of fmall 
campanulate flowers, the piftil of which becomes a filiqua or 
pod, filled with fmall black feeds. Thefe feeds are feldom fown, 
bccaufe the plant thrives better and fafter from ilips. For this 
purpofc, the head of the fruit, with part of the ftem fupporting 
it, is put into the ground. 

The root is more or lefs thick in proportion to the goodnefs of 
the foil in which it grows. The rind is unequal, rough, thick, 
of a deep violet colour, and very hairy. The infide is of the 
confiftence of beet-root, of a greyifti white, bordering fome- 
limes upon a fle/h colour. It is eaten prepared in the fame man- 
ner ns tlie beet-roor, boiled in water, or roafted on the embers, 
foxnctimes with the meat. It is well tafted, very nouriftiing, and 
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cafy of digcdion. The negroes and Portuguefe are* remarkably 
fond of it. 

One of the two married Acadians, who were lodged in a htit 
on fliore, was afflicted with a violent diarrhoea, which baffled 
all the flcill of the two fuigeons of our frigate. The freed negro 
offered to cure him with a ptifan, and might probably have fuc> 
ccedcd, if lie had had more time for the application, for the man 
found himfelf much better after having taken it only for two days. 
What this negro called a ptifan, was no more t!ian a fimple dc- 
coflion of the ends of the buds and infant fruit of the guaiara.* 
If this fruit had bsen a little farther advanced, perhaps it might 
have been ftill more ferviceable. The Acadian not having laid 
in a (lock of thcfebuds, before we failed, had it not in his power 
to continue the medicine: his diforder returned upon him with 
greater force, and did not leave him till about a fortnight before 
our departure from the Maloiiine iflands, where he began to find 
himfcIf better a few days after our landing. The wholefomencfa 
of the air, added to the cxcrcilc he took, made him iirongcr 
every day, and at the time we fct fail from thence, he thought 
Jiimfclf perfe^ly cured. 

The fame negro had cured the Acadian's wifcs fiftcr, whofc 
name is Bemity in a few days of an inflammation in her legs^ 
which had got to fuch a height, that fhe could fcarccly fbnd 
This inflammation was attributed to a fcorbutic habit. However 
this was, flic complained of great pains in her ancle-bones, which 
went oft' after the negro had appHcd a fomentation made of fome 
herbs of the country boiled in clear water. In fix or feven days 
flie was cured \ and they aflurcd me, that the negro had ufed no- 
thing but iheguaiava. 

The guaiava is a tree well known in our American iflandj, 
Thofc which wcic called by that name on the ifland of St, 
Catherine's, were not more than eight feet high, and the trunk 
between feven and eight inches in diameter. None of thofe 
I faw were of a larger fize. The bark of it was fomcthing whiter 
thaii that of the apple- tree, its branches extended in the fame 
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manner, and the fruit, which was very young, refembled apples 
of about a month's growth. By the leaves and the fliape of the 
tree, I took it at firft for a quince-tree. I was told, that the 
fruit wlien ripe is excellent, and it was reprefented to me as of 
the fame kind as our guaiavas of the Antilles j although the dc- 
fcription, whicli father Labat gives of this tree and its leaves, 
does not anfwer to the guaiava tree of Brazil. In other rcfpecls, 
the Portuguefe afcribc the fame properties to their guaiava tree, 
as father Labat does to that of Martinico. 

The fame Acadian, when he came on board again found hini- 
felf very much incommoded with a fmall tumor, which had come 
a few days before on the great toe of his left foot. This tumor 
increafed, and the pain it occafioncd, increafed in proportion. 
He fliewed it to the doctor (for fo we call the two principal fur- 
geons on board) who immediately difcovered it to be anigua or 
nigue^ or the pique^ as it is called at Peru. This is an infe£t fo 
exceedingly fmall, that it is fcarcely vifible. A particular defcrip- 
tion of it may be found in M. Ulloa's voyage to Peru, which 
exa^^ly agrees with what we faw at the ifland of St. Catherines. 
Our Acadian was cured by extrafting the neft, and applying to- 
bacco a(hes to the part. The legs of this infe61, fays the author 
I have juft referred to, are not formed for fpringing like thofe 
of fleas, which is a very providential circumflancc, for if it had 
the power of leaping, tliere is no living creature in the parts 
where thefe iafe6ls are found, but what would be full of them. 
Such a breed would deftroy three fourths of mankind, by the dif- 
ferent accidents it might bring upon them. 

The nigua always harbours in the dull, and particularly in 
dirty places. It faftens upon one's feet, even upon the foles of 
them, and upon one's fingers, and pierces the skin fo fubtilely, 
that it makes its way alraolt without being felt. It isfcldom per- 
ceived, till it begins to extend itfelf. At firft, there is no great 
difficulty in pulling it out j but if it has once got in only its head, 
it fixes itfelf fo fiimly, that it cannot be got rid of without the 
k)fs of fomc of the parts adjacent. If it happens not to be dif- 
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covered foon enough, 'it pierces through the firft ikin withotit 
rcfiftance, and lodges itfcJf there, where it conl'mucs, fucking the 
bJood, and wakes itfelf a neft of a fine white membrane refcm- 
bliiig in (hape a fiat penrl. Witb'm this fpace it lies fo that its 
head and feet arc turned towards the outfide for the convenience 
of nourifhment, and the reft of its body towards the infidc of 
the membrane in order to depofit its eggs there. As the eggs arc 
laid, the membrane grows larger; and in four or five days time, 
becomes one fixth of an inch in diameter. It is of the utmoft 
confcqucnce to remove this, otherwife, it will burft, and fpread 
sbout an mfiuite number of fpawns, like nits ; that is to fay, io 
many niguas, which will infinuate themfelves prefcntly into the 
parts about, and create a great deal of pain, not to mention the 
difficulty of diflodging them. Sometimes they will penetrate 
even to the bone ; and after one has fuccceded fo far as to get 
rid of them, the pain continues till the flefh and ikin ure 
entirely healed. 

The operation is tedious and painful. It confifts in fcparating 
with the point of a needle the flclh which touches the mem- 
brane, wherein the eggs are contained ; and this is not eafy to 
be done without cracking the membrane, a circumftance abft>^ 
lutely nccefiary to be guarded againft. After having detached 
every ligament even to the fmallcft, the peai) is next to be re- 
moved, which is larger or fmallcr in proportion to the time the 
infc£l has been lodged there. If unfortunately the ncft fheuld 
be broken, double care muft be taken in feparating all the roots, 
and particularly in fecuring the principal nigua j who, if fhe 
efcapes, will begin again to lay her eggs before thcwound is 
clofcd, and burying herfelf in the flcfli would make it much 
more difficult to remove her. In the cavity made by the tumor, 
they put fome hot afhes of chewed tobacco. 

Although this infefl is not felt at the time of its penetrating, 
through the (kin, by the next day it caulcs a violent and very 
painful itching, pajticularly in fome parts, fuch as under the nails. 

The 
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The pain is not fo gieat at the bottom of the foot, the ikin thert 
being thicker. 

It is obfeivcd that the nigua has a mortal amipathy to certain 
animals, particularly the Cerda, which it devours by degrees, and 
whofc fore and hind feet are found after its death full of 
holes. 

Notwithftanding the fmaflnefs of this infcf^, it has been ob*- 
ferved to be diftinguiflied into two fpecies, the one venomous^ 
the other not. The latter is of the colour of fleas, and makes 
the membrane white, in which it depofits its eggs. The other 
fort is ytrllowKh, and its neft is of the colour of afhes One of 
the propeities of this fpecies is, when it has infinuated kfelf inta 
the extremity of the great toe, to caufe a very high inflammation 
in the glands of the groin, accompanied with (harp pains, which 
4o not go off till the eggs are extirpated. It is to M. de Jufllcu. 
that we owe this diftin^tion of the niguas into twa fpecies^ 
That gentlemen, as well as the other French Academiciajis, who- 
accompanicd him in his voyage to Peru> having had the morti- 
fication of repeatedly experiencing thefe pains, which they knew 
not how to account for. 

During the great heals, the utmofl care is ncceffary to avoid 
wetting one's feet. Without this precav>tion as appears by expe- 
rience a man is liable to a diforder of fa dangerous a natijrc^ 
tiiat it is generally mortal. 

On Wednefday, the 14th of December, having got our pro- 
vifions on board, and the wi/id being foutheriy, at ten in the 
morning we unmoored and ient our longboat on fhore for the 
reft of our things, and the Acadians. Before they were takea 
into the boat, their baggage was examined with great care to* 
lee if no Cancrelay had got in amongft it, fome of them'having, 
been feen in their hut. Thefe arc infects of the fizc of a May 
bug, and fomething of the fame form, though rather flatter 
and longer, having a coat of a very dark green, but neither fo 
hard nor fo foLid. They do an incredible deal of nnifchief in 
fhips, as they multiply very faft, and lodge thcmfclvcs every. 
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where, eating; throa^ paper, boc^ -clsaths, blicuits aod; 
wood itfclf. They fpoil evoy thing -niih their citcretDezils ami 
ihe diiagreeabki>c& of dicir fiadl. As ibme of them hai liecm 
&3ea in tbe but, where ibe ArariianB Irved, it had been rnoM. 
mended to tfacm to dean their daatb» thoroagblj : and wc h»A 
the good fortune to be as free from them as from other iaifafis 
ufualiy met with at iea. At the AntUks, thefc infe&i an kaamm 
by tkit name «f RavOSm 

At the £uiie tuae we dii^satched M« Alexander Gcjot to Fort 
Santa Cruz, to make oar apok^ to the Commandant ftr aot 
£iluting hkn at our ^kparture, which we could not do on acooanc 
of the live flock we had on board. 

At eleven we iet iaii« and after douUing the pcnnt of Bnm-fen 
anchored in fix fathom water, muddj ground, about two tlunls 
of the diilance <A one fhore from the other towards the nocth 
iide % here we waited for our kngboat and yawl, and to take ia 
ten oxen, which was finiflied by five in the afternoon. We Ikj 
to after this with one anchor all night, the vreathcr being doll 
and hazy. ^ 

Thus we took leave of the ifland of St. Catherine's, where. .«» 
has been icen, we did not meet with the fame caufe of GompUnt 
as admiral Anfbn had done. It might be made an exocllciu 
habitation, if they woold take the pains to dear it. fiefides the 
little town I have fpoken of, there are only a few huts or phuir 
tations on the coalt of the iiland and continent adjacent. AH 
the fed is a fortfl covered with lofty trees, and, as it were^ 
ehoaked up with underwood. On the ifland particularly, the 
fptciee of thorny aloe grov/s To thick, as to render it in many 
p2]tb almofl ifnpcnctrab]c. On the fklrts of the woods to- 
waids tbe coail, there are many different forts of trees of tb<; 
height and thickncfs of ap{;Ie-trces, but whofe leaves are for the 
mofl pait fmooth, of a beautiful grten, and ihaped like thofe of 
the wjjtl laurel. There is fcarce any other difference betweei^ 
tliem than in liicir licight or thicknefs. 1 obferved one amongf): 
tbcmj which at ti;ft u^ht might have been taken for an almond 
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free : but the leaves were a little too large : the fruit had the ap- 
pearance of a green almond, but on a clofe examination wa^< 
found to be made fomewhat in the fhape of a heart. Another 
bore a flower or fruit, rcfembling the veficfes or membranes 
twhich cncohipafs the fruit of the plant called AHakengas, This 
Brazilian fruit is of the fize of a fmall nut, and the outfide is of 
a whitiih yellow. It opens itfelf into four parts, and is com- 
pofed of feveral fimilar coats, whofe internal furface is of the 
colour of the fincft carmine, Thefe barks, or parts of the fruit 
or flower are fo ranged, that the middle of the upper coat forms 
a covering to the edges, by which the four internal divifions 
are connefted. Thefe coats are eight in mimber, four external,, 
and four internal, each of them about the thicknefs of the tweni- 
tieth part of an inch : on the infide is fattened to the center, a 
fmall white bait, which is undbubtcdiy the piftilllim ; if it is a 
flower I am defcribing. I fhewed it to a Portuguefe," who could 
not inform me either of its name or properties. 

The caraguata is a plant very common in thefe woods, and 
mort of the rocks upon the coaft are covered with it. It is like- 
wife found in great plenty upon the branches of large trees, like 
the mifletoe upon our apple-trees and oaks. It has a long", 
fharp, prickly leaf, almoft like that of the flags, which plant it 
refembles both in the fliape of its leaves and their (ituation-, as 
they all come out from the root : but this produces a* round 
ftem furnifhed with fome leaves that are of the colour of the 
fineft carnation, as is likewife the tip of fome of the internal 
leaves of the tuft, which are neareft to the ftem. At the top of 
this ftem are produced fpikes of flowers of a lively red, which 
are fucceeded by a kind of fruit half an inch long, of the thick- 
nefs of a large quill, and of a violet colour. It contains a 
white vifcous fubftance full of feeds, which are flattifh, reddifh, 
and very fmall. I ftiould imagine, that the caraguata is a fpecies 
of the algae or flags. In a narrow path traced out near the 
border of the woods, we found fome plants called by the Bra- 
zilians juquiri, and caaeo^ and by us finfithe^ Of thefe we faw. 

tWOf 
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two forts; that which I am going to fpeak of, produces (lems 
about two feet high, full of branches, and ftriated, nearly qua- 
dranguiar, of a green colour, and pretty well defended with 
fmall ycllowifii prickles. The leaves are ftationed oppofuely 
upon the pliant branches : the prone dilk is of a whitiHi green, 
the fupine diik of a pale green. From the length of the ftem 
feverai branches pu(h out, whofc extremities are ornamented with 
a fmall round head, which is hairy, and of a whitiHi purple. 
This is the flower, which is fucceedcd by a hufk. or fmall pod, 
crooked, and of a chefnut colour) when ripe, it is covered with 
fmall white hairs. 

The fecond fort does not rife to any great height from the 
ground ; I have only (eetx it in the fandy lands along the coail : 
it fecms to creep as it were, and does not differ from the former. 
Both of them ihut their leaves and let their branches fall, 
as if they were blaAcd, almoA at the in{lant they arc touched 
With the hand. The next moment they appear again in their 
full vigour. It is from this circumftancc, no doubt, that they 
have obtained the names of the cbajlc herb^ herba cajla^ mimofa. 
The leaves when eaten are a deadly poifon, which can only be 
counteracted by eating the root itfelf. The fame leaves, when 
applied as a cataplafm» are a cure for fcrophulous humours. 

The foil of St. Catherine's ifland, and the coafts of the con- 
tinent arc fo prodigioufly fertile, that the bcft fruit grows there 
in abundance almoil without culture. The forells abound with 
odoriferous fhrubs. The road affords a very great variety of 
excellent fifh. The figures of thofe, to which our Teamen have 
given the names of Balaou, Lune, Brunei Larne ^tpie^ Crspaux 
dt mtTy &c. may be fcen in the plates. The long beak by which 
the Balacu is dilHnguiflicd induced me to name it the Beccajjme 
dt mtr^ or fnipc-fiffi. The extremity of this beak which is ^tvj 
folid, and as hard as that of a bird, is about a quarter of an 
inch in length, and of the colour of the fmeft vermillion. Its 
body is almoft iranfparcnt : a fillet or ftripe of grecnifli blue runs 
from the gill, to the tail : its icales are fo £ne that they are hardly 
6 difccrnable* 
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difcernable. Its flcfh is firm, and has an excellent flavour. This 
Lunc, or moon-fi(h, appears to be covered with a fhcetof filver. 

The Lame d ipee^ or fword-blade, could hardly have a name 
better adapted to its figure. The Crapauv de mer, or porcupine 
fi(h, might have been called fea-urchins their body being covered 
with pi'ickles about two lines in length. In the fpecies which 
approached the neareft to the ordinary fhape of fifhes, the jaw 
was armed with teeth, which were pretty large and flat like the 
canine-teeth in the human fpecies, and was not unlike the human 
mouth even in tlie lips. 

Wc did not catch any beautiful (hell-fifh here; the only one 
deferving notice was a. helmet ihell, which was at leaft eight 
inches in diameter. We met with a foldier-fiih, and ibme fmall 
fea-horfes. Our fiQiing was always accompanied with fear; on 
account of the fharks which very much infeft this road. 

The Hiarks taken by us, a fpecimen of which is exhibited in 
the plates, were not of an extraordinary fize ; they were of that 
fpecies called the dog-fi(h. On an attentive examination of their 
rows of teeth, we thought they amounted to fevcn in number, 
inftead of fix, wliich arc generally attributed to them. They 
were flat, triangular, fliaip, and their edges were ferrated. 
They did not appear to be firmly fixed in the jaw like thofe of 
other animals. They were moveable, opening and iliutting like 
the fingers, in fuch a manner that each row in recovering its 
fituaiion lay over the next to it, fo that the upper row bendmg 
towards the inner part of the gullet, filled up the vacuity or in- 
terval between the lower row of teeth. They are difpofed like 
the flates of a roof, or, perhaps, like the leaves of an artichoke. 

It is faid that the ihark is conftanlly preceded by anotlier fifh 
called \\\t Pilot : we can affirm the contrary; at leafl; wc have 
fsvcral times feen fliarks without this harbinger. 

The pilot is among the number of beautiful and good fca fifli. 
It is of a blue colour difpofed in ftripes j fome of them to the 
number of {\k are of a fine blue, which upon the back is of a 
deep cal>, but becomes gradually lighter as tliey \tvg^ towards 
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the belly. Fonr other ftripes, together with the head and tail, 
are of a very clear blue, or of a white dafhed with blue. The 
eyeball is of a fine goM colour, except the pupil which is black > 
the trto furks of tlic tail are white. 

I (lid not recollect this fifh by th.e defcription given of it in 
M. ValrTioiit de Bomare's diclionary of natural hiftory. It fcenis 
rather to belong to fome fi>ecies of the Rtwora, Is he midaken 
in this article, as he is in feveral others ? Or have I been im- 
pofed upon by being told that a fifh was called the Pikf^ whkh 
has no title to that name ? See the figure of it in the plate. 

As we did not fee any (harks preceded by pilots; fo neither 
did we catch any one that had not upon it fevera! fucking fifhes 
faltcncd clofe to it about the head. The Brazilians call the 
fucking fiih Jpcruquil>a, and Piraquiba^ the Poituguefe, Pitxepo- 
gadcr. The largcft that we caught was about eight inches long, 
and two and a half over in the broadefl part. The upper 
part of the head, which is two inches long, is flat, refembling 
an ox's palate, furrowed acrofs, and faftened to it in fuch a 
manner that the edges fliould not adhere. Thefe furrows are 
armed with prickles fo hard and folid, that when rubbed upon 
wood, they act as a fine file. By means of thefe, the fucking 
fifli faflens himfelf fo flrongly about the gills and belly of the 
ihark, that he fuffers himfelf to be taken along with him. He 
cannot even be feparated without a knife or fome other inflru- 
ment. The under jaw is longer than the upper. This fiih has 
fmall eyes of a gold-coloured yellow, and the pupil is black. An 
infinite number of fmall tubercles, that are pretty folid, fupply 
tlic place of teeth. Near each of the gills is "a triangular fin 
about an inch long : there are two others near the belly, which 
unite at the place of infcrtion, and one under the belly and 
another upon the back, which extend from tlic middle. of the 
body to the tail. Its il^in is fmooth and flippery like that of an 
eel, and of the colour of brown flate. 

Many have miftaken the back of the fucking fiHi for the 
belly, on account of the part by which it failens itfelf to the 
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fliark. I have obferved it with all the attention I was mafter of, 
and am convinced of the miftakes of authors as to this parti- 
cular ; as appears by the plates. 

0ne of our officers had a prefent made him of two young 
, 7'ucafjs, called by fome T'u/can, and by the Spaniards in the 
jfthmus of America, Preacher, becaufe tliis bird, it is faid, 
perching on the top of a tree while others are afleep below, 
makes a noife with his tongue refembling words ill articulated, 
andJpreads the found on every fide, left the birds of prey fhould 
feize the opportunity of devouring the others while they are 
afleep. 

The Toucan is pretty nearly of the fizc of a wood-pigeon ; but 
Aands higher on its legs, which are of. a blueifh grey as well as 
its feet, which are armed with pretty long claws j its tail is about 
four inches long, fometimes black, and rounded at the end j but 
ufually variegated with blue, purple, and yellow upon a dark 
brown. The back and wings are of this laft colour, except fome 
black feathers in the wings. Its head, though very large, is very 
faiall in proportion to its bill, which is between feven and eight 
inches long from the place of infertion to the end. The upper 
part near the head is about two inches at the bafe, and as it 
lengthens forms a figure pretty nearly triangular, and at the 
fame time convex at the upper part, the two lateral furfaces 
being a little raifed and rounded. The upper one which forms 
the infide of the bill is hollow, having ferrated edges or lips. 
The lower one is fhaped like the upper, only it is rather con- 
cave underneath. Thefe two are of an equal length, are in- 
ferted into each other, and grow gradually lels towards the 
extremity, which is rather crooked and fliarp underneath. The 
tongue is a whitifh membrane almoft as long as the bill, but 
very narrow and flat, and has the appearance of the point of 
a pen ; its eyes are round, beautiful, lively, and fparkling, 
and are inferted into two bare cheeks, which are covered 
wiih a fky-coloured membrane. In fome the iris is of a clear 
blue encircled with white, in others it is quite black. There 
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arc difl'ercnt fpecics of them, at leaft they differ from each other 
in the colour of their bill, and their feathers. The bill of fotne 
is green, having a black circle and two white fpots near the root* 
That of others is black, the infidc red, with a greenifh yellow 
circle near the hciid. They arc very common in this country. 
We were likewife afFurcd that great numbers of pheafants were ' 
found here ; but we faw none. The green parrots fly here in 
flocks like the fparrows in France, We killed great numbers cf 
them, and found them to be as good as the pigeons in our dove- 
cotes. Lions, panthers, leopards, ounces, and tygers, infcft the 
woods and make travelling dangerous. It is happily very fcldom 
that they come near inhabited places. The water of the rivers 
Is of an excellent quality. But all thefe advantages are defeated 
by the inconvenience ariiing from a very unwholefome air, which, 
is probably the caufe of the pale complexion of the white people 
who inhabit this country. From thefe woods, which the fun 
never penetrates, grofs vapours arife without intermiflion, whicli 
form continually thick fogs on the tops of the mountains fur- 
rounding the ifland. The low grounds which are very marlhy, 
are equally mifty from between fix and feven in the evening, 
till the fun difpcrfes the vapours at eight the next morning. Thefe 
vapours frequently fmell like mud, and as there is no free cir- 
culation of air, they feem to difperfc only to make room for 
others which fucceed. This unwholefome atmofphcre is un- 
doubtedly corrc(5tcd, at leaft in fome mcafure, by the multitude 
of aromatic plants, whofe fweet fmell is perceived three or four 
leagues at fca when the wind fcts off the fhorc. Our dogs in- 
formed us of our approach to land at this diftancc at leaft^ 
by fmclling towards that fide for near half an hour. We 
were likewife regaled with the perfume. It is obfei-vable, that 
dogs arc of great ufe on board a fhip in difcovering its ap- 
proach to land. Ours never failed to go upon llie fore caftlc, 
where they turned their nofes to fmell on that fide neareft the 
hnd, though at the diftance fomctimcs of between five or Ax 
Jeigua, when the wind fet towards ub from ilie fliore. They 
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would even give us notice of a fail, at the fame diflance, if to 
windward of us. They ftaycd there about half a quarter of 
an hour, and returned more than once to the place after they 
had quitted it. 

£efides the birds already mentioned, we frequently met with 
Cn'arJs, The Portuguefe give this name to a kind of a'ow, whofe 
phimage is of a fine pale blue. Thefe, they fay, are the ravens 
of the country. Their fliape is the fame, and they are almoft as 
unpalatable. Tht Ti^erangas arc of the dzc of the thrufh j their 
wings, tail, and part of their bill arc of a deep brown ; the reft of 
their plumage is of a beautiful vermilion tin^urcd with carmine, 
and inclining to fcarlet. They are called by fome of our feamca 
Lorys, by oXheisCarJinalsi but this laft name belongs to a bird 
of nearly the fame fhape, whofe plumage is intirely red without 
any mixture of brown. 

On the morning of our departure from St. Catherine's as we 
caft anchor when it was almoll dark, we perceived all along 
the fhrouds, haliards, and the reft of the tackling, a number of 
fmall moving lights, or rather fmall moveable lamp-glafTcs, 
Though we concluded that ihey were fire flies, our furprize was 
the greater as we had not fecn any of them before. They had 
four wings, two of which were tranfparcnt like thofe of our com- 
mon flies, and two opaque, fraooth, brown and folid like the 
outer ones of the May-bug, and like thofe, ferving as a cafe to 
inclofe the under ones. The head is black, (haped like the tre- 
foil, and furnifhed with two antennas which are likcwife black,. 
four lines long, and feem to be compofcd of fmall horns inferted 
into each other by their points. The eyes which are placed near 
thcfe antennie, arc round, black and firm as horn ; they are 
fparkling and prominent, and of the fize of the fmalleft poppy- 
fced. Tlve body and legs which are fix in number, are of a 
darkifh brown. With the naked eye one may cafily perceive fix 
rings gradually decreafing in fize from the neck to the extremity 
of the body, which terminates in a rounded point, Thefe rings- 
arc as folid as thofe of which the body of the May-fly is com- 
pofcd. The largcfl ring which forms all ^the fore part of the 
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body, to whirfi the legs are articulated, is fomething more than 
two lines broad, and two in length, and is covered with a down 
or light duft like the wings of butterflies. From this part, and 
from the head proceed rays of light, refembiing that of the glow- 
worms which are feen in France during the fummer feafon, and 
at the beginning of autumn. 

I put one of thcfe flies into a piece of paper when I went to 
bed, intending the next day to make a drawing of it. But when 
I was going to fet about it, the fly was not to be found. It had 
gnawed its way through the paper, and made its efcape. The 
day following, when 1 was laid down, I perceived a light in one 
of the places where 1 had put my books. I thought no more of 
the ^re-flies, and imagined at fir{l that this light proceeded from 
the lamp in the binnacle, which was near the window of my 
cabbin; but perceiving the light change its place, I rccollcfted 
that it muft be the fly which had got away the preceding night. 
Having caught and inclofed it in a glafs velfel, thenextday^I 
obferved it at my leifure, and drew a sketch of it. 

Wlien we left Montevideo, we faw the fame apj>earance upon 
the river of Plata, or Rio de la Plata^ during the unexpecled calm 
that happened on the day of our departure. As thefe ditfufed, a 
more brilliant and fparkling light than thofe of the ifland of 
St. Catherine, I put fome of them with freili grats into a glafs 
veflfel which I inclofed in another, and having placed it upon my 
table, fetched a book which I read with great eale without the 
afliftance of any other light, though the print was very fmall. 

The next morning I took one out of the vefiel, and transfixing 
it with a pin, which I ftack into the table, I made a drawing 
of it. 

It was four lines broad, and eleven and an half long includ- 
ing the cap of three lines which covered the head. 

The body was farniihed with four wings. The two upper 
ones were of a fine black velvet lace, having a ftreak of gold 
coloured yellow near the outward edge. This reached from the 
neck to two thirds of the length of the wing. The hood was 
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intirely of the fame colour, except a large black fpot in the middle 
near the neck. This hood had the fame motions as the head, 
which was round, and fervcd it for an helmet : extending the 
breadth of a line beyond it, quite round. On the fore-part of the 
head, two black antennae, as ilcnder as a fine hair, and three lines 
in length, were placed above the eyes, which were black, not very 
prominent, and refembled the feed of the amaranth. Three 
iinall legs, equally black, came out From each fide of the body; 
quite covered at the place of infertion, with very ihort, fmall, 
fine hair of a yellow orange colour. The hind part was compofed 
of five rings, the two neareft the body, were black and covered 
with a fhort velvet ihag ; the two next were invefted with golden 
hair, and the fifth, which was as broad as cither of the other 
two taken together, and which alfo completed the termination of 
the body in a rounded point, was fikewife befet with a black 
velvet fliag, but rather longer than that of the other rings. Thefe 
rings were not fo firm as thofe which formed the body of the 
preceding fly ; they bent under the llighteft prelTure of the finger. 
The firft fly emitted fcarce any rays of light but from the head -, 
this difFufcd them from every part of its body, the head alone 
excepted, Thofe which 1 had kept clofe in frefli grafs, lived 
four days, and preferved the fplendor of their light with almoft 
as much brilliancy as at firft, even to the time of their death. 

Before we quit the road of St. Catherine's, 1 fhall mention a 
few circumftanccs relative to the Brazilians, which I learned from 
the firft prefident of the fupremc council of Rio Janeiro, whom I 
have fpokcn of above. 

I did not kc any bread made of corn, except at the Governor's 
of St. Catlicrinc's. In every other houfe the Caflavi bread was- 
fubftituted in its room. This is a kind of a baked pafte made 
of the flower of the root of the Manioc, which is looked upon 
as a ftrong poifon, when it is eaten raw. I have however feen 
children, who were employed in taking oif the rind of it to make 
the Caiiavi, eat it raw without fiading any ill confequencc. 
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Some of the inhabitants ufcd to loaft it on the coals, then ftrip 
off the outfidc and cat it. 

There was but one fort of Manioc, which I met with on the 
ifland of St. Catherine's, and about the houfes on the continent, 
Laet, who is quoted in tlie colIc£lion of voyages publiflicd by 
the Abbe Prevot, affirms that there are feveral forts of it, one in 
particular at Brazil, which is there called Aypi, and may be eaten 
raw without any danger. Some nations, adds he, of the race of the 
Tapouyai eat Ukewife the common Manioc raw, which has the eff(B of 
poifin on all other people : but theje are mi hurt by it, being accuflomed 
to eat it Jrom their infancy, Thofe however, whom we faw eat- 
ing it raw, were not of the race of the Tapouyas, They were 
white children born of Portuguefe parents. Tlic leaves of this 
Manioc come very near in lliape to thofe of the Piony. 

The roots are dried before the fire on hurdles, and then being 
fcrapcd with fharp ftones, are made into a kind of meal, the 
fmell of which rcfemblcs that of ftarch. This meal is put into 
large pots, where it is ftirred till it grows thick, as is done in 
France with the black wheat. When it is cold and become of 
the confidence of a ftiif jelly, its tafte differs little from that of 
white bread. Wlutr they provide for their cruizes and land 
expeditions is thoroughly baked, and is therefore firmer and 
harder for the convenience of carriage. It is fometinics boiled in 
broth, and makes a very nouriihing difli, much like our rice- 
foup. Thcfe roots pounded or grated frefti, and before they 
have been expofed to the fire, yield a juice as white as milk, 
which, if it is but fet in the fun. curdles like cheefe, and becomes 
very good food wiih ihe Icaft alfiflancc of the fire. The method 
of fcraping the Manioc roots with Jharp flones, is an invention 
of the Brazilians, who are not at all acquainted with the me- 
chanic arts ©f Europe. The Portuguefe, who were born or merely 
fettled on the iiland of St. Catherine's, and on the coaft of the 
main-land, which cncompaifes it, ufe for this purixife a large 
wooden wheel, tlie points of which have on the outer furface a 
groove. This groove is covered with an iron grater, upon which 
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fht foot's are placed, one pcrfon prefling them a little down, 
while anotlier turns the wheel, which has the fame effect as a 
tobacco grater. By tliis contrivance much time and labour is 
favcd. But they did not prelcrve the white juice, which drop- 
ped from thefe roots as fafl as they grated theni, and falling into 
a fmall hole, ran off upon the ground. After this operation 
the roots are dried in order to be reduced to meal, and to make 
the Caflavi. But this is not their only ufe. The Biaziiians 
make a drink of them. The procefs in making of which is 
very difgurting, as well as the liquor itfelf, to thofe who know 
how it is made. The females arc employed in this bufincft, 
cfpccially the old women. Laet gives a particular defcription of 
the whole. 

The laws of every country form the manners of its inhabit* 
ants ; hence it is, the manners of different nations have fo little 
refemblance to each other. The climate likevvife contributes very 
much to produce this effefl, it being evident that a law highly 
falutary in Norway may be equally pernicious in Guinea. The 
imi)rovcments introduced among thofe, which wc call chilized 
nations, have alfo given rife to many laws unknown among, 
what we are plcafed to call, barbarous nations. 

Among the Brazilians, the girls before marriage not only give 
thcmfclves np freely, and without any fenfe of fhame, to unmar- 
ried men, but even their parents offer them to the firft comer, 
and carefs their lovers exceedingly j infomuch that perhaps there 
is not one girl who Js a virgin at the lime of her marriage. 
On the other hand, when they have once given tlicir promilc, 
which is the only ceremony on that occafion, they arc no longer 
folicited, neither do they liiten to any oih«r addrefles. 

The only education they give their children is to make them 
expert in hunting, filhing, and war. They live peaceably not- . 
withftanding among 'thcmfclves, and very fcldom have any 
private quarrels. If by chance any of them fall out and fight, 
they let them go on till they are fatisfied -, but as the law of re- 
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taliation is ftriflly obferve'd among them, the man, who has 
wounded another, is wounded in the fame manner by his rela- 
tions, or if he has killed him, is killed in his turn by them. 
AH this is done by confent of the relations on both fides, and 
without appeal. This law is probably the fource of that impla- 
cable hatred they bear to their avowed enemies. If this rule was 
introduced among us, we fliould fcarcely fee fo many quarrels 
ending in the effufion of human blood j our only weapons then 
would be our tongues and our-pens. 

It is an injuftice to the Brazilians to confider them as the moft 
cruel of all men againft every other nation : they are only fo to 
their avowed enemies: and excepting feme few of certain nations 
whofe ferocity approaches to that of wild beafts, perhaps from 
the continued infults of their neighbours, the Brazilians are very 
humane, particularly to ftrangcrs, whom they receive with great 
kindnefs, and in the manner related by Lery ; the particulars of 
which are as follow. 

If one has occafion to go oftener than once to the fame habi- 
tation or village, one mud take up one's lodging with the 
Mouffacatj or head of the Family \ becaufe the perfon to whom 
one goes firft would be extremely offended at one's leaving him 
him to go to another. One mull always lodge with the fame 
perfon. 

As foon as the traveller appears at the door, the Mouffacat, or 
whoever is mailer of the houfe, prcffes him to fit down on a 
hammock or bed of cotton, flung in the air, on which they 
leave him for Ibme time without faying a word. They take this 
opportunity to alfemble the wom«^n, who come and fit on the 
ground round the bed, with their hands over their eyes. They 
melt with joy ; they weep, and in the midfl of tlieir tears addrefs 
a thoufand flattering compliments to their gueft : " How good ! 
How vaUant you are I Wliat obligations we have to you ! Wliat 
trouble you have undergone in coming hither! How beautiful 
you are ! How happy you have made us by coming hither;" and 
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others to the fame effect. If the ftranger wifhes to imprcfs on 
them a good opinion of himfelf, he muft appear to be affeded 
in his turn. Lery affii'ms> that he has feen Frenchmen really 
aifedted and crying, as he expreifes it, /ike calves. But he advifes 
thofc, wlftfe hearts do not happen to be fufccpiible of fuch ten- 
der emotions (that is to fay, to the Ihame of us, Europeans, who 
pique ourfelves, but with fo little reafon, on having more hu- 
manity than the Brazilians) to figh, or at leaft pretend to figh. 
Is not this reproaching us in few words, with having only the 
outfidc of politenefs and hofpitality, while tlie Brazilians are 
really polite and hofpitablc ? 

After the firft falutation, the Mouflacat, who has retired into 
a corner on pretence of making an arrow, or Ibme other bufi- 
ncfs, as if he was not taking any notice of what pafTed, comes 
near the bed, alks the gueft how he does, receives his anfwer, 
and enquires the reafon of his coming. If the gueft underflands 
the language, he muft anfwer all thcfe quellions. After this, if 
the Mair (for that is the name they give to Europeans) came on 
foot, they bring hnn water, and the women waDi his feet and 
legs. They then inquire if he is hungry or thirfty. If he an- 
fwers, that he is both, they immediately fet upon the table as 
much ^^'ii fowl, venifon, and other provifions as they have in 
the houfc, with the liquors of the countiy* 

Should the gueft choofe to pafs the night there, the Mouflacat 
not only caufes a fine white /;;// (or hammock) to be prepared 
for him j but, notwithftanding the continual heat of the climate 
at Brazil, makes a pretence of the dampncfs of the night to kindle 
three or four fmall fires round the hammock, which are kept 
np all the time the Mair is alleep with a fort of fmall fan, called 
Tatapecourit wliich refembles very much our fire-fcreens. 

In the evening, fays Lery, who had been in this iituation 
himftlf, they remove their children out of the way ; fo careful 
are they to get rid of every thing that may interrupt the ftran- 
ger'*s repofc. 

0^3 As 
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As foon as he wakes in the morning, the MoufTacat comes to 
inquire if he has flept well, and how he finds his health j and 
though the ftranger by his anfwcr appear ever fo well faiisficd, 
he cries, " Go to (leep again, my child, you have occafion for 
it: J am Aire you were veiy much fatigued yefterday." It is cuf- 
tomary with Europeans to make them fomc prefcnts upon thefc 
occafions, and no man ought to ftir abroad without carrying 
fomclhlng for that purpofe about him. For this rcafon travel- 
lers provide themfelves with fome trifling commodities, fuch as 
knives, fciflars, tweezers (which laft are in great requeft, both 
men and women being accuflomcd to pull out the hair from all 
parts of their bodies, except their eyebrows) combs, httle look- 
ing-glafles, bracelets, glafs beads and buttons, and even filh- 
hooks. 

Some doubts perhaps may be entertained in refpe^l to the 
conduct of the Brazilians as reprefcntcd in this account; but 
thcfe will ccafe, when it is known, that thefc men, whom wc 
look upon as barbarians on account of their cruelly towards 
their enemies, never cat any other men but Rich as are their de- 
clared enemies: that they bear a ftrong affcdlion to their friends, 
and allies J and that they would fufFer themfelves to be cut in 
pieces, to defend thofe with whom they live in amity from the 
fmalleft inconvenience. 

It is not to ftrangers alone that the Brazilians fliew themfelves 
tender and affectionate. When they happen to be afflicted with 
diforders, they treat each other with the moft humane attention 
and regard. If any one is wounded, his neighbour Immediately 
offers himfelf to fuck the wound, and performs every other of- 
fice of kindnefs with the fame zeal. 

Yet religion lias no ftiare in regulating the condu6V of the 
Brazilians. They have no notion of a Deity: they do not adore 
any thing, and their language has not even any word to exprefs 
the name or idea of a God. In their fabulous hi^orics, there is 
nothing to be found that has any relation to their origin or to 
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the creation of the world. They have only a kind of ftory, 
that feems to refer to the general idea of a deluge, which de- 
ftroyed the whole race of mankind except one brother and fifter, 
who peopled the earth again. They unite fome idea of power 
to thunder, which they call Tupan, for they are afraid of it, and 
believe, that they derive from it the knowledge of agriculturCb 
They have not the moft diftant conception that this life is to be 
followed by another, and they have no terms to exprefs heaven 
or hell. It feems, however, that they have a notion of fomething 
remaining of them after their death j for they have a tradition, 
that feveral of their people have been changed into genii, and 
daemons, and that they rejoice and dance continually in charming 
fields planted with all forts of trees. 

The Indians of Brazil are paflionately fond of dogs of the 
European breed ; and they bring them up for fporting, Thofe- 
of the country, though they refemble ours, are never broke of 
their favage.and carnivorous appetite. A Portuguefe made us a 
prefent of two, one grown up, the other fo young that he could 
Icarccly walk. We were obliged to get rid of them both in 
time, for it was found that no correction could keep them from 
the (hcep and fowls. But the Governor had given M. de BkOU- 
gainville a brace of pointers out of the fame bitch, about four 
months old, and of the beft- breed in Portugal. When we were 
landed at the Malouines, and went out a fliooting, they pointed 
naturally without any teaching, M. de Bougainville carried 
them to France, and made a prefent of them to a nobleman at 
court. 

The 15th we failed out of the road, and continucil our route 
the 1 6th and 17th, without meeting any thing remarkable. 

The 1 8th, in the morning, we faw a great number of birds, 
which our feamen called Dadins, and fome ^cbranta-huejos or 
Ofpreys. One of the latter flying too near our vefTcl was Ihot, 
and taken up out of the lea. 

Jt is an opinion which prevails in the South Sea, that the 
Qucbranta-hucflbs never appear but a day or tAO before a ftorm 
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or vfcry bad weather. But we faw many of them in fine weathei*, 
when it was what the fallors call a lortgjea, and no ftorm followed. 
The fame thing is faid of the Halcyons or King-fifhers, or as they 
are otiierwife called Puants, Whether it is that they really have 
a bad fmcll, or whether it is, that mariners have an averfion to 
feeing them, as they look upon them to be birds of ill omen, 
it is true we never faw any King-fifhers but we had hard wea- 
thcr afterwards. 

The Quebranta-hueflbs are frequently fcen to ftoop and hover 
on the furface of the water, (kimming the waves, and following 
the diretVion of them, without appearing to move their wings, 
which they conftantly keep open and fpread out. When they 
do not float on the waves, they fly round the fliip at a fmall 
diftance. 

The body of this bird is about the fize of a large capon, but its long 
clofe feathers give it the appearance of being as big as a Turkey. 
Its neck is fhort, and fomewhat bent : its head large, and its 
beak very fmgular, fuch as I have fkctchcd it out in the 
plate. 

The beak is divided as it were into four or five pieces. The 
tail of the bird is fliort, its back high, legs low, feet black and 
webbed, with three claws before, and a fourth very fliort behind, 
each of which are furniftied with black talons, which arc blunt, 
and not very long. 

There are feveral kinds of Quebranta-hueflbs. Some of 
them have a whitifli plumage, fpottcd with a dark brown, or 
red ; in others, the breafl-, the under part of the wings, the 
lower part of the neck, and the whole head, are all extremely 
white ; but the back, the outfide of the wings, and the upper 
* part of the neck, are of a dark red, fpeckled with a few fpots 
of a blucifli grey colour. The one we fliot was of this kind. 
They may perhaps be all of one fpecics, and the diff*ercnccs may 
fcrvc only to diftinguifh the male from the female. Their 
wings are very long. Seven feet two inches and a half was the 
length of our bird's wings, meafuring from the extreme point* 
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of the feathers of one wing to thofc of the other; Thcfe birds 
are found at the didancc of more than 300 leagues from any 
land, neither is it known from whence they come, or in what 
places they build their nefts. 

On the 21ft in the morning, the colour of the fea appearing 
diifcrent, we refolved to found, and found bottom at the depth 
of fifteen fathoms. The end of the bank, which is at St. Mary's 
Point, may pofllbly make this bottom. 

According to our obfervaiions, the currents from the line 
tend to the South when the fun is in the Southern point. 

On the 22d, about two o'clock, we faw land pretty clearly. 
We fleered immediately towards it, in order to difcover it 
well; the tides carried us S. S. E. from 14 to 15 minutes. This 
circumdance mufl be attended to, ir> making the entrance 
of Rio de la Plata. The courfe Oiould be to the North. 

As we came near the land, we judged it to be the mod 
Eaftern point of St. Mary's cape. Perceiving then fome lands 
more to the South, we turned the head of the fliip South Weft 
i W. : and at fix o'clock difcovered the ifland of Lohos : fo called 
from its being inhabited only by fea wolves, which are here 
met with in great abundance. As we came nearer to it we 
fteercd South | South Weft, in order to keep a league and a 
half out to fea, that wc might avoid a ridge of r«cks Eaftward 
of iliis ifland. This ridge extends near a league out at fea. As 
it was dark, we did not perceive the mouth of the canal, which 
forms the ifland and port of the Maldonnados j fo that vvc ad- 
vanced nearly two leagues too far up the Rio de la Plata, or river 
Plata, in which we caft anchor at eight o'clock in the evening. 

On the morning of the 23d, our yawl went on ftiore with 
Mcflrs. de Bougainville, do Ncrville, de Belcourt, rHuillier, and 
Alexander Guyot, our fecond Captain, to acquaint the Ccm» 
mander of the fort of the ifland of Maldonnado of our anchor- 
age. They alked leave 10 fuppiy themfclvcs with frcfli water 
and provifions, which the Commandant gave them in the 
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poUteft manner. He was even fo kind as to tell us, that we had 
not anchored fo well as we might have done at the mouth of 
the canal leading to the port : that the anchorage at the port 
was by no means fafc, and that we fhould do very well to quit 
it ; which we accordingly refolved to do, as foon as the weather 
(hould permit, and the Commandant fliould fend us a coafting 
pilot. 

Tjie whole coaft: difcovers nothing to the eye but low banks 
of fand, fome few remote eminences only appearing, which 
are called the mountains of Maldonnado, and are at the diltance 
of fome leagues from the coaft. There are no trees to be fecn, 
but a great quantity of cattle, very large oxen, and horfes. Ail 
the trade indeed of the countiy of Plata confills in filvcr, and 
the hides of oxen. 

On coming from the Eaft, to enter into the Rio dc la Plata, 
the illand of Lobos is feen W. S. W. of the compafs. 

The weather had been calm, very fine, and very hot ever 
fmce the morning. Many of the crew employed themlelvcs in 
angling j and no fooner was the line thrown into the Tea, thaa 
it was brought up again with a fifli. Sometimes there were as 
many fifli caught as there were hooks to the line. The fifli 
were only of four or five different kinds. Some of them were 
what the Spaniards call riagrios, and our failors Machoinins* 
The others were Carangues or Guarencas, clog and cat-fiHi of dif- 
ferent fizes, and fome iharks, Wc caught one cat-fi(h, one dog- 
fifti, and two young (harks, 

TheMacIioiian, or beard-fifli, has its belly flat, and fome beards, 
as the little barbel; the head large, the fkin covered with fmall 
brown and almofi; imperceptible fcales, nearly rcfcmbhng thofc of 
the tench ; at the root of the fins nearcft the head, there is a fmall 
feriatcd bony procefs, the teeth of which are incUned towards 
the body. This procefs is as long as the fin, and has the fame 
motions. When the filli wants to defend himftlf againll other 
fifli} or againil the iiQierman, he pufiies out thef^ procefles, and 
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thrufts them into the bodies of other fi{h, into the fifherman's 
hand, or, into any thing that is near him, even into wood if he 
can, to which he fometimes faftens himfelf by the flroke. His 
punflure is venomous, (o that fifhermen take care to guard 
againft it. I know not whether there are any larger than thofc 
we caught. The biggelt of thefe was one foot and a half long, 
and four inches broad. It is a very well tailed fiih. 

The Guarcnca is an excellent flat fifh. We caught fuch a 
quantity of a kind of barbel h(ht that after the whole crew had 
been fupplied with it for this day and the next, the rcmaijider 
of it was faked and dried, in the fame manner as the dried cod 
is prepared at Newfoundland. The largeft of thefe barbclsj 
was of the fame fize in every way as the beard-fi(h, defcribed 
above. The cat- fiih, and the dog-fifli, arc kinds of (harks 
or fca dogs j they refemble them fo much in their figure that 
they are not eafdy diflinguidied : they were about two feet and 
a half long. 

About three o'clock in the morning of the 24th, there arofe a 
violent South wind. At five o'clock the wind being fomcwhat 
abated, wc put ourfelves in rcadinefs to fct fail for Monte- 
video. The wind rifmg again at feven o'clock, we caft our 
beft bower, by ten fathoms, on a muddy bottom of fine fand, 
and remained part of the day in this ilate. 

M. de Bougainville, trufting to the mildncfs of the weather, 
had been gone ever fince the morning, to the Fort Maldonnado, 
with the lame perfons who had accompanied him the preceding 
evening t with a dcfign to view the country, as well as to pro- 
cure freHi piovifions. Fortunately for iliem they returned, be- 
tween fix and fcvcn in ihe evening. We had jult hoillcd our 
anchor on the cat-head, on the profpect of a calm : no fooner 
was this done than a moft violent Ilorm arofc, blowing from tiie 
South Weft part of the horizon. It is not pofiible to behold a 
more beautiful fight, than that we enjoyed, from the continual 
numbejlefs flaflies of lightnijig, which fhot from betvvLcn the 
douds as ihcy ro(e upon the horizon, which was all on fiicj Co 
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that fireworks the nioft elegantly contrived, the bcft kept up, 
and the moll divcrfificd, could not poilibly exhibit any thing to 
be compared to what wc now faw in the Heavens for the I'pace 
of an hour. VVc did not then fufptcl, that this proCpeil would 
foon give way to one of a much lei's pleafing kind ; from which, 
our captain, who was better acquainted with the danger and the 
confequences, was all this time cndeavou ting to flicker us, by 
taking all the ncccffary precautions againlt a ilorm. 

We thought the ftorm would pafs off along fide of vis, as it 
appeared to be going that way; but in an inftant a moit 
violent wind arofc, and the thunder and lightning came upon 
us at the fame time. We pafled the whole night Itrivjng againft 
the impetiiofUy of the wind, and the roarings of an extremely 
boiflerous and angry Tea, which broke in upon us. 

This wind is called in the country Pamperos, becaufe it conies 
from the plains of Pampas, beyond Buenos Ayres. Thefe plains 
extend as far as the Cordcleirias mountains, which divide them 
from Chili. They are at leall three iiumlred leagues in length, 
without the intervention of any wood, or eminence, to check 
the violence of this wind ; which fwells the river Plata, raifmg 
its waves as high as mountains, (o as often to delhoy the vefTels 
in that river, breaking them upon the coall oppohtc the wind. 
The anchorage where wc vveie was extremely uiifafc, from the 
vicinity of the ifland of Maldonnado, and the circumjacent 
coafts, all bordered with rocks and lands. Thirty years ago, an 
Englilh vetiel laden with piafters, or pieces of eight, was loil in 
this place. The inhabitants of the iiland, in the neighbourhood 
of the fpot where the wreck happened, are flill endeavouring 
to this day, ro recover part of the cargo. On the evening bet'ore 
our arrival, they had taken up witi; the drag, two ihoufand 
four hundred of ihcfc piafters. 

The wind Pamperos is much more frequent in winter than 
in fummcr, ■^\v\ always blows llrong, which makes the Rio dc 
ia Plata a dangerous road. This river is fit only for the trade 
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of piaftcrs and oxen, the largeft of which are fold here for five 
pieces of eight, or Rve and twenty livres of French coin. In 
general, they are fold for three piafters, or fifteen livres, It is 
very difficult to get wood here j not only becaufe it is very fcarcc, 
but alfo becaufe the little there is of it, is found a long fide the 
rivers, the only places of fhelter for tigers, leopards, and other 
wild beafls, which are here found in great number, much more 
fierce and larger than thofe of Africa and the Eafl Indies, Figs 
and peaches are to be found all the way from Maldonnado and 
Montevideo to Buenos Ayrcs. 

The Pamperos blew with equal violence the whole night ; 
and the fea was terrible. Notwiihftanding the continual rol- 
ling and pitching of the fliip, I was fallen into a pretty found 
fleep, when I was fuddenly awakened by a violent fhakc the 
veOel received, which made it crack in all its parts, as if it 
was breaking againft the rocks. It was then near five o'clock 
in the morning. I jumped out of bed, opened my window, 
and afked the helms-man if we had ftruck againft any 
rock. He anfwered, that we had not yet ftruck, but that the 
ftiip dragged her anchors, and that we were in a fair way for ir. 
He told me that the cable of our beft bower had failed ( and 
that the other anchor was looiencd from the ground. This was 
the rcafon of the violent ftiakc we had felt j our only hope was 
now in the fiieet anchor, which we had juft dropped. 

I dreflcd myfclf, and went upon deck, and 1 pcrcelval indeed 
we had dragged fo much, that tlie coaQs towards which the 
wind and the waves were driving us, did not feem to be more 
than half a league diftant. But oiir (hect anchor luckily keeping 
her hold, we continued in the fame manner, labouring very 
hard for our prefervation, till about fix in the evening, when 
the wind and iWm began to ccafc. 

As they were working the fhip jrcftcrday evening, a pully 
broke, A failor received a Ilroke on the forehead from one of 
the fplint-ers, and prefcntly after fainted away. The furgeons 
gave at a^ their oinnien, thai the llroke had only grazed the 
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part, from the fmall quantity of blood loft, and the little appa- 
rent coniufion. The man was pretty quiet to-day, co(nplaining 
of nothing more than a great head-ach, vvhich was looked upon 
as the eftetft of the fliock. He was blooded twice and very 
carefully attended, having even had a bed made for htm m 
the cabbin. 

During the tcmpeft, the fea was agitated quite to its bottom : 
two or three hours after the rtorm began, the fea formed fuch 
deep cavities, that one would have thought we were going to 
touch the bottom j and the billows followed fo clofe that they 
ciid not allow us time to breathe. I faw more than once the 
end oi the main maft yard, which indeed was brought very low, 
dip thiec feet or thereabouts into the wave, part of whicli often 
broke upon the deck. Our fituation was more dangerous from 
our being fo near the coaft. Our fea officers, who were all able 
men, having had the command of fhips, and privateers, were fo 
fenfible of the danger that threatened us, that moft of them were 
confidering how they fliould fave ihemfelvcs from the fhipwreck. 
The danger appeared even fo urgent to them, that the guns 
were already difpofed fo as to ferve inflead of anchors, in cafe 
the cables Ibould happen to break. 

The night of the 26th was fine, and the wind having fhiftcd 
to the North, blov^•ing a gentle gale, about four o'clock we 
began to prepare > and we fct fail about fevcn. 

On the 27th at fun rife, the land neareft to us bore N. N. E. 
about four leagues dillani : an<l the land niofl to the South Weft, 
bore N- W. five degrees North of us. We founded the whole 
night from hour to hour, and even more frequently, and found 
fometlmcs at twelve, fometim.es at thirteen fathoms, a muddy 
bottom. Thofe who fail along this road, will do well to found 
as often as they can, efj)ecially if it is the firft time of their 
going to Montevideo or Buenos Ayres. The river Plata is ex- 
t»emcly dangerous, from the number and extent of its fand 
banks, which leave but a very narrow channel, for the paffage 
of fliips, and that very ferpentinc. The bank called the Bank 
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of the EngUih advances near five leagues from the coaft j and 
the Ulands we meet with, form flats, projefling confiderably. 

All this coall is flat, except the part where the Maldoniiado 
mountains are, which are of a moderate height, and at a fmall 
dillance. 

On the 28th we tacked about towards the ifland of Flora, till 
we came within about a league and a half from it, and till we 
were two leagues clear of the coaft. One muft lake care not to 
go too near either of thei'e places, on account of the ridges of 
locks, which extend pretty near a league out at fea. At nine 
o'clock we were about two leagues diftant from Montevideo. 
Half an hour afterwaids we difpatched M. Alexander Guyot in 
our yawl, to give notice of our anival to the Governor. 

About half an hour after four, as we were going to fail into 
the bay, the captain of a Spanifh veflel, named Saint Barbe, 
came on board of us with offers of fervice from the Governor^ 
and in order to pilot us. About five o'clock we caft anchor in 
this road a little beyond the Spanifli veflel, in three fathoms 
depth of water, on a muddy bottom; after which we faluted the 
citadel with twelve (liots, which were returned Ihot for fliot. 

The firft days we lay at anchor were taken up in fettling 
with the Governor of Montevideo, what we had to do during 
our ftay. He fecnicd firft to ftart feveral difficulties, not only 
with regard to allowing us the liberty of fifiiing along the coaft, 
but alfo to the i'uffering our longboat and yawl to come on ihore. 
He required that we ftiould give him previous notice every time 
wc wanted to land, that he might poft guards at the place 
where we (hould put to fhore, with orders to wait till our long- 
boat or yawl went back, to prevent us from carrying on any kind 
of trade whatever. 

Not forefecing any of thefe difficulties, we had fent our fmalt 
boat a filhing at the foot of the mount, the very next day, after 
we had caft anchor. The Governor who received intelligence 
of this, fent two dragoons of the garrifon, to take the men into 
cuftody, together with the boat and goods^ in cafe they fhould 
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have brought any oji fhore. Mefi". de Bougainville, de Nerville, 
Guyot, and myfelf, came into the palace, immediately after this 
order had been given, which the Governor communicated to 
M, de Bougainville. The Governor, apprehending certainly that 
he could not exprefs himfdf properly in French, (poke in Spanifli, 
and had a provincial, fettled in this city for fifteen years paft, 
for his interpreter. This provincial explained the Governor's 
intentions to us in fuch a manner, as induced us to believe, that 
he was not inclined to do us all the fervices he had oftered, and 
we had rcafon to expefl from him. This however, was far from 
being his way of thinking ; of which we were thoroughly con- 
vinced by the fequel of our conference. 

The order given, which fccmed to agree with the provincial's 
interpretation, was far from being agieeable to M. de Bougain- 
ville, who exprefled his refentment of it to the Governor, nearly 
in the following terms: It is very furprizing. Sir, and at the 
fame time very mortifying for us, to meet with difficulties among 
our friends the Spaniards, which we have not experienced 
among the Portuguefe, with whom we have jull been at war. 
I will fct fail immediately, and give notice of this to the King 
my maftcr. The Governor replied, that he did not intend to 
difoblige us, but on the contrary, to do us all the fcrvice in his 
power ; that he was not the mafter : that the laws and orders of 
his court were, not to allow any kind of trade to be carried on 
by fhips which were not Spaniili, or privileged for that purpofc by 
the court of Spain 5 and even to put a rtop to any trade cariied 
on by the Spaniards ihcmfclves for other nations; that a frigate 
belonging to the Eaft India Company, which had anchored in 
the fame i>ort three years before, had made no fcruple of fub- 
miiting to what he had jnft propofed. M. de Bowgainvillc 
anfwcred, there is a wide difference, between a trading frigate, 
and a King's frigate of war. Wc have no trading commodities 
on board ; and arc come here only with intent to take in fome 
icfrcflmicnts, and to wait for the Sphinx, which we Jiave parted 
from, and which wc have apjK>inicd to meet in the Rio de \a 
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Plata. As foon as you give me yovir word, replied the Governor, 
that no goods (hall be difTcmbarkcd ; you are welcome to land or 
fend on Ihore as often as you plcafe. But the cuflom cflabliflied 
by the Jaws, being to fend a foldicr or guard wherever the boat 
puts into iliore, 1 dcfire you would not take it amifs that I com- 
ply with it ; it is for your quiet as well as mincj for I do not 
chufe to lay myfelf open to any blame from my court. In every 
other rcfjie^i, you may depend on my doing every thing in my 
power to oblige you: for I am prompted by my own inclination, 
as well a? by the orders I have received, to treat the French with 
the fame civility as the Spaniards. Matters being thus fofrened- 
on both fides, the dragoons were ordered to the boat, and went 
accordingly. 

"The Governor afterwards defired M. de Bougainville to per- 
mit him to take a copy of the orders he had received from the 
king of France for the command of the two fiigates, bccaufe he 
was obliged to fend it to the court of Spain, together with a 
circumftantial account of our anchorage. M. dc Bougainville 
readily complied with his rcquefl: : the reft of the converiatiori 
was carried on amicably, and wc parted good friends. 

The Governor had more rcafons than one for ailing as he did'; 
he told us fomc of them, fo that it was not difficult toguefs at the 
rert. Don Jofeph Joachim dc Viana (which was the Governor's 
name) being now, in 1763, about forty-eight years of age, knight 
of the Older of Calatrava, brigadier of the troops of his Catholic 
Majefty, was inlrufted by the king of Spain with the command of 
the troops Tent into Paraguay againft the Indians, who had revolted, 
as it is fdid, at the inftigation of the Jefuits. The Jefuits then held 
the fwffv in that country, and had rcf'ul'cd ro fubniit thcmfclvcs 
to the meafures taken by the courts of Spain and Portugal, to 
fix the limits of iheir refpedive poffcfnons. Don de Viana, con- 
ducled this bufincfs, and all his operations were crowned with 
fuccefs, notwithftanding the obllaclcs of all kinds which the 
Jefuits threw in his way. This certainly was not the method to 
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obtain their good will, and indeed he knew that they were not 
his friends. 

At Montevideo they have a convent, in which there are but 
two priefts, and one layman, who as well as their emilFaries, 
always keep their eyes open upon what paflcs, and are continual 
ipies upon the conduct of the Governor of this city. The Gover- 
nor of Buenos Ayrcs, whofe power extends over the whole Para- 
guay, favours the Jefuits in every particular, and fcruplcs not 
to be their flave, and the mean inilrument of their revenge. 
The Jefuits knowing the mifunderftanding there is between thcfe 
two Governors, which perhaps they themfelves have excited, 
would not fail, if Don de Viana was in any ways capable of 
condu6ling himfelf in a cenfurable manner, to take advantage of 
any little circumftancc of that kind, and acquaint the Governor 
of Buenos Ayres with it: Don dc Viana is thoroughly convinced 
of this. Being a man of great merit in every refpetl ; a man 
of fcnfc, abounding in military knowledge, and diftinguiihed by 
probity; having none of that pride which the Spaniards arefome- 
times reproached with, he has acquired theefteem and rcfpc6l of 
all who know him. All perfons are unanimous in his praife, 
from which even the Jefuits themfelves cannot difTcnt, at leaft 
publickly. 

There are more than fixty Jefuits in the convent of Buenos 
Ayres, which is faid to be very beautiful. The convent at Mon- 
tevideo is but very fmall, without any remarkable appearance, 
difiinguitlied from the houfes of the reft of the inhabitants only 
by a bell, fixed under an arch, about three feet high, railed on 
one of the extremities of the top of the roof. I never faw the 
infide, though the Jefuits had fent me invitations two or three 
times to come and fee them. The provincial, already fpukeu 
of, fiift made the propofal to me at the Governor's, and 1 came 
into it, promifmg to go the next day, or a few days after. A 
Spanilh otficer who was prefcut told M. Bougainville of it, rc- 
prcfenting to him that it was not proper a Frenchman fliould 
pay a vifit to the Jefuits, after what had lately happened at Buenos 
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Ayres. He related the faft to Mr, dc Bougainville, and taking 
me afide afterwards ; you are a true Frenchman, faid he, and 
you have juft been promifing to go and fee the Jelbits. You 
muft either break your word, or give up your pretenfions to that 
title. About fix weeks ago, one of them preaching at Buenos 
Ayres, when I was prefent, raaout in inve£tives againft the Kings 
of France and Portugal, jhe Republic of Genoa, and againft the 
other powers who have expelled the fociety : you cannot furely 
think of going to fee them after this intelligence j befides, the vifit 
would by no means be agreeable to the. Governor, The laftex- 
preflion made me fufpefl- that there was foinc partiality in this 
officer's difcourfe : fo that i rcfolved to fufpehd my opinion. On 
coming away from the Governor's, M. de Bougainville repeated 
this caution to me as coming from the.fame officej;; I promifed 
not to go near the fociety, and kept my word. The officer told 
me in particular, the invedives the Jefuits had ufed againft the 
King of France, which were fo remarkably indecent, that I have 
thought it beft to pafs them over in filence. 

Two days after I found an opportunity of coming at the truth. 
I inquired about it of two Spaniih officers, who fpoke the French 
language well, and who were going to embark on board the 
Saint Barbe Frigate, in order to return to Spain. One of them 
was a colonel, the other a captain. The captain's name was 
Simoneti. They each of them confirmed the faft, and added, 
that as the Governor of Buenos Ayres made it a point to protect 
Jhe Jefuits, he took no notice of this rafli and impudent difcourfe j 
but that feme peribhs of quality and dlftin£lion, whofe probiiy 
was well known, had ordered a particular account of it to be 
made out, and fent to the court of Spain ; and that they were 
the officers commiflloned to carry a copy of it to the faid court*. 

Twft 

* Thefe officers Ipft Montevideo the fame day that we did. The frigate upon 

' which they embarlced was commanded by Don Pedro dc FJores, laden with 15 

or 1,800,000 piafters, bulls hides, and other merchandize. She bad fet fail from 

.Cadiz io 1755, bomultotbs coaft of Guinea, fitted out on the Engliflt account, and 
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. Two days after thb oonvcrftrion, 1 went to vifit the chaplain 
6f a SpaniOi frigate, which fiad been lying at anchor in the poit 
of Buenos Ayrcs for five nionihs ; I knew he was much inclined 
to liic Jcfuits. It was even faid pretty openly that he had been 
lent by chem to Montevideo^ in order to buy up any trifles he 
might find on board oar frigate. He indeed bought up every 
thing wc would fell him. 

After the firft compliments had pafied between us, he asked 
me why I had not been to fee the Jefuits, according to their in- 
vitation, and my promife. I told him it was tnae 2 had promifcd, 
but that I had been informed that one of thofe fathers, had lately 
fpoken very ill of the king of France, my niafler, in a fcrmon 
preached at Baenos Ayres ; and, if this was a fa6l, it was not 
proper that I, who was a true Frenchman, fliould pay a vifit to 
the brethren of fo rafli a preacher. You certainly heard the fcr- 
mon, faid I. 1 did : and it is ceitain that the Father did not 

cxprefs himfelf in the moft cautious manner. — What faid he then 

particularly of the King of France? That he was a tyrant, a 

perfccutor of the church, and many other things. But wefhould 
Airely forgive them, for this is nothing more than the cffeft of 
their rcfcntment having been expelled the kingdom of France. 

Wc had fcarce finifhcd this <onverfaiion, when two of the 
three Jcfuits of Montevideo came into the room where we were, 
the Abbe, M. Mauclair our furgeon, and myfclf. After having 
bowed to us, one of the Jcfuits, addrefTing himfelf to me, faid he 
was very glad to fee rac ; and that in confequence of what he had 
heard from Jofeph (this was the name of the provincial before 
mentioned) he and his brethren had expected me for two days. 
He afterwards afked me why 1 had not kept my word ; I anfwered 

that 



dcflineJ to carry over negroes to Buenos Ayres i but not meeilnt* at Cape Vcrd with 
the Lnglifti V€flc! from which Oic was to have received them« Don Pedro de Florea 
continued his courfc, and failed into the Rio dc li Plata. Here he h-td remained 
ever fince that lime, in order to avoid running the rrfk of being taken pri Toner by 
the Englifh during the lift war, as he was laden for Spain. From the obfcrvattons 
he had collcifltd for making a chart of this river, joinird to my own, the cbaitiufen- 
cd in this work has been traced. 
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that I had juft been giving my reafon to the Abbe, whp might 
explain it to him. I am not furprifed, faid he» I know the Bene- 
diflines do not think properly, and that chey are not our friends, 
I told him he was mlQakcn, and that if they did not think pro« 
pcrly, they would be his friends. As he did not like my anfwer, 
he made no reply ; but took his leave of the company, and went 
away with his companion. 

Between four and five in tlie evening, we fpied a fail. We 
judged immediately by her courfe, that Ihe was making for 
Buenos Ayres. But as we expected from day to day the ar- 
rival of the Sphinx floop, which we bad appointed to meet in 
the Rio de la Plata, many of us imagined this was Hie. As 
ihe advanced, and came more within our notice, we were fo 
far confirmed in our opinion, as almoft to perfuade ourfcjves 
that wc were alfured of it. Notwiihftanding the uncertainty, 
M. dc Bougainville difpatchcd the long boat with the lieutenants, 
Donat and Le Roi, to pilot her. The fignals were agreed upon, 
powder and other neceffary articles were given to put them ia 
execution, and they fet oft about feven o'clock. The night grew 
very dark, the winds contrary, and the fea rather high, fo that 
not having perceived their fignals, we grew very anxious about 
them. The Sphinx had difcovered us by the fignais agreed upon, 
and in order not to lofe fight of us, had done nothing but ply 
to windward, and make feveral tacks, which together with the 
darknefs had prevented our long boat from boarding her : this 
file did however at midnight. The Sphinx then anchored, and 
fetting fail the next morning, being the firfl: of January, (he 
came up, and cad her anchor near us about nine o'clock in tlie 
morning. The joy we had at feeing her, after a feparation of 
more than two months, may readily be conceived. M. de la 
Gyraudais had been previoufiy told of the defeat in the maps, 
with lefpect to the b.-aiing of the coart of Brazil ; but though 
we had ourfclves been upon our guard, we were very near run- 
ning aground upon the bank which is not marked in the French 
charts. This bank lay in liis courfe as it had done in ours^ 
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nor are the Abrolhos made to extend fo far upon the chart? 
as they really tlo: al! thefe circun^ilaiices contributed to make 
us uneafy, on account of her delay, efpecially after the ftay wc^ 
had made at the ifland of St. Catherine. 

As foon as the Sphinx had call her anchor, M. de la Gyrau- 
dais came to us in our longboat, and told us he had been obliged 
to put in atTogny on the coaft of Brazil, becaufe noiwithftandi 
ing they had been apprifcd of the errors in the charts, yet they 
had fallen upon tlic Abrolhos at a lime when they thought 
themfelves at leaft thirty leagues diftant from them. They found 
themfelves Huck upon them in the middle of the night j it hap- 
pened luckily that the weather was calm, and that the rock up- 
on which they ftruck was of rotten ftone. 

The Sphinx being faft upon this rock, in crder to avoid tii& 
dreadful confcquences of a wreck, they quickly hoifted out the 
fifhing boat they had, put the long boat and the yawl to fca ; 
and having carefully examined the Ihip, they recovered a littfo 
from their apprchcnfions, when they found (he had received no 
damage. 

The next trouble they had was to difengage the Sphinx from 
the rock : as foon as it was day light, they found themfelves 
furroundcd with rocks of the fame kind ; and at the diQance of 
half a quarter of a league, a veflH lying on her fide, without 
maQs. M. dc. la Gyraudais imagining they were then upon 
the Abrolhos, and that land could not be far off, fcnt the 
boat -towards the fhore for aiTiftance. They met with fcveral 
canoes of filhcrmen, negroes and Indians, They fpoke to them 
in the Portuguefe language, and fix of them agreed to go on 
board the Sphinx, where they were well feaftcd. They promifcd 
to give them all the help in their power. Two of them were 
Icept on board, and the other four difpatched in the boat, to 
bring up their comrades from the coaft. They came back the 
next day attended by a great number of canoes. With ihcir 
atMante, the Sphinx was atlaft difcngaged from the rock, after 
having fcAed upon it for three days. M. dc ia Gviaudais came 
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off with the lofs of the fifhing boat only. The negroes piloted 
■him as far as Togny, where the inhabitants treated him and his 
•crew, for fix days, with the greateft humanity, and as well as if 
•they had themfelves been of this country : although they are moft 
of tliem negroes or Brazilians. 

After this interview, we went to Mont«video to pay our com- 
pliments to the Governor upon the new year, not knowing that 
it was cuftomary in this country to defer this ceremony to the 
iixth day of the month, the Epiphany, The Governor was hold* 
inga council for the nomination of officers of juftice. Being in- 
formed that, after the finifhing of this bufinefs^ he was to go with 
sill the retinue to the^ pariih church* which they ^ call the cathe*- 
dral, we went to the fpot, and waited for- him upon our legs a 
whole hour, under the fhade of a - houfe, converling with feme 
officers of the gariifon. At half an hour after twelve, he made 
his appeai:ance in -the midll of the new officers of juflice, who 
had each of them large white wands in their hands, Avhich they 
made u(eof, as walking flicks. H&crafTedthe fquare, which is 
very large, in the middle of ^hefe officers, all ranged in one line^ 
Jiaving their large black cloaks on^ and their fmall Clicks ; as the 
•Oviodore of the iflai^dof St. Catherine. We followed them into 
-church. Mafs was performed by the prieft, whom they called 
le Signor Vicari ; when this was- over, we paid our compliments 
to the Governor, who invited us to dinner. As we were already 
engaged to dine with him the next day by appointment, M. de 
Bougainville thought proper to dedine the acceptance of this kind 
invitation, and went on board with M. de Nerville. 

1 flayed behind in expectation of dining with the- vicar ; M^ 
Duclos our captain having told me the evening before that I 
fliould do this gentleman a great pleafure, and that they had 
talked about it. After having faluted the goveinor, I went up 
to the vicar in the veflry, but.did notfpeak a word to him about 
■dinner. We came out of church with the two Spanifh officers, 
wUo were to embark on. board .the St. Barbe; we went along 
with the vicar a little way without receiving any invitation to 
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dinner ; and I took care not to invite myfclf. When we had left 
him, the captain afked me where I fhoukl dine. I anfwered 
that I did not know > that I had expected to dine with the 
vicar ; but as he had not mentioned any thing about it, I in- 
tended to fcek my fortune fomewhere elfe. He immediately 
faid, that I fhould go with the colonel to the Governor's. I 
Aarted many objeflions to this, not thinking myfelf fufficlently 
known to go in this manner ; the colonel infilled, and taking me 
by the hand, told me the Governor would be pleafed with him 
for bringing mc j and that he certainly would take it amifs if hfr 
fhould know that I had refufed. 1 confentcd therefore, and was 
received by the Governor and his lady, with all poflible marks 
of politenefs and favour. He fpeaks French well enough to be 
underflood ; his lady underftands it without being able, or rather 
without venturing to ipcak it. Her hulband and the colonel 
were her interpreters. She was a native of Bifcay, tall, well 
made, of a brown complexion, but her features were rather too 
mafculine. She is a woman of great wit and vivacity, and abouc 
thirty*four or thirty-five years of age. 

At eleven o'clock on Monday morning the fccond of January, 
M. dc Bougainville, MclTrs. de Nerville, de Belcourt, 1' Huillicr, 
the two Du Clos brothers, our firft and fecond captain, Donat 
our firrt lieutenant, de St. Simon a Canadian, lieutenant of in- 
fantry, dc la Gyraudais, captain of tlie Sphinx, and myfeJf, 
all went to the Governor's, where we had as elegant a dinner as 
the country would afford ; but the dilhcs were dielt according to 
tlie cuftom of the place : that is to fay, moft of them with the fat 
of oxen clarified which they ufe inflead of butter and oil j and 
feafoned with fuch a quantity of pimento and caithamum that 
the vidtuals were quite covered with them. Care had been takca 
however not to put ihefe fpices upon all the difhes, and many 
of us eat of none but thefe laft. The only wines otfcred us were 
Spanifti, and wines from the country of ChiJi ; the plates and 
difhes were filver, and fome of them china. The table was co- 
vered with a very fliort cloth, and the napkins were rather lefs 
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than handkerchiefs of a moderate fize, naturally fringed, or, to 
ipeak more properly, unravelled at both ends. The diihes were 
fervcd up one atter another. When dnnk was called for, it waa 
jKcefTary to fay, whether one chofe wine or water, or a mixture 
of both ; for the Spaniards generally drink nothing but water 
at their meals : at the end of urhich it is cuftomary to bring a' 
large glafs of wine to every body in company, even without its 
being a(ked. When wine and water was called for, they were 
brought one after another, and we were obliged to drink them 
fcparately. The wine of Chili is of the colour of phyfic, com- 

Soundcd of rhubarb and fenna, and very much of the fame tafte, 
J takes this tafte perhaps from the foil, perhaps from ilie goat 
flcins lined with pitch, in which it is conveyed. There is fcarco^ 
any other wine drunk in Paraguay. One foon accuftoms one's 
felf to this taftej and after having dioink it for a few days, 
one finds it good. It is very warm upon the ftomach. But, whe- 
ther from lade or fancy, the Spaniards preferred the wine we 
had brought whh ue from France. The defert was entirely 
compofcd of fweet-meats. The bread though made with excel- 
lent flour, was not good, becaufe it was not well leavened nor 
properly kneaded; neither do they know how to bake it. 

In the evening M, cle Belcouit, who had taken a lodging in 
the town, met with a ftranger in company, perhaps in difguifc, 
who fpoke a gafcoon French. Prompted in all probability by the 
Jefults, who had already taken care to acquaint themfelves by 
the people belonging to our frigates, of M. de Belcourt's military 
reputation ; this man propofed to him to enter into the fcrvicc 
at Paraguay, in order to form the troops. He made him pro- 
mifcs from the Jefuiis, of the highefl emoluments to induce hira 
to accept of the propofal. M. de Belcourt pretended to liftcn 
to him, but without entering into any engagements ; and the 
very next day acquainted M. de Bougainville with this circum- 
ftancc. This gentleman anfwered, that fome political advantage* 
might poflibly be made of this, and that if he chofe to facrifice- 
bimfelf for the good of his couniiy, it might then be proper to- 
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give an ear to thcfc propofals. M. de Bclcourt anfwered, that 
in cafe he iliould think of engaging in this bufinefs, it would be 
iieccilhry that M. de Bougainville fhould give him a note, certi- 
fying that he went with his coiifent, and for the prcfumptivc 
good of the (late. 

The next day the ftranger renewed his felicitations to M. dc 
Belcourt with greater earncftncfs, defiring hitn to take his refo- 
lution fpeedily j that he need not trouble, himfelf about his 
cloaths or any thing clfe ; that care fliould be taken to fupply 
him with every thing he might want; and that, in order to 
prevent the Spanifli government from knowing any thing of the 
matter, he fliould be condudted, by ways unknown to the Spa^ 
niards, to the place of his deQLnation. M. dc Bclcourt inquired 
whicli was the place, and what were the advantages propofed j 
but the ftranger not giving any fatisfadlory anfwer, and having 
talked to him in a flighting manner of the Jefuits, on purpofe 
to conceal his defigns more efiei5)ually» M. de Bclcourt declared 
at once, that he would not comply with his folicitations. But 
as he was under fome apprchenfions how he ihould get away, he 
kept himfelf on his guard. About the dufk of the fame evening, 
he found himfelf fo clofely prciled by three men, that he thought 
himfelf obliged to draw his fword, and carry it out of the fcab- 
bardj to make his way, in cafe they fhould have fuiTounded 
him ; which, however, they did not attempt, I had all tliefc 
circumftances from his own mouth, and it is with his confcnt I 
make them public. 

Towards eight o'clock in the evening, M. Maudair, firft fur- 
geon of our frigate, came and told me, that after having had a 
confultation with M. Bafle the fecond furgeon, and M. Front- 
gouife furgeon of the Sphinx, upon the prefent ftate of the failor 
who had been wounded in turning the cap-flem during the late 
llorm, ihcy had agreed that he was growing much worfe, and 
that he himfelf dcfircd to be confeQcd. I went down Imme- 
diately, and finding him indeed very ill, received his confeffion. 

He 
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He loft his fenfes an hour after; about ten o'clock I adrainiftcrcd 
the extreme undlion, and at eleven he died. 

On Tucfday morning the 3d inftant, having previoufly ap- 
prized the vicar, we fent away the corpfe in our yawl. It was 
depofited with the guard of the port, till the vicar ihould come 
to meet it. He came an hour afterwards, with his fexton. On 
his arrival, I made him a compliment in Latin, to which he 
gave no other anfwer, but a very low bow. He had a Roman 
furplice on, and a gown ; his fexton, a lay-man, had a black pet- 
ticoat on by way of caflbck, and a very dirty furplice. Melf. 
Duclos, Guyot, his brother Alexander, his two fons, fix failors, 
and myfelf attended the proccfhon. At each turning the vicar 
chanted a refponfe, and a prayer, and fang alfo the mafs for the 
dead. He did the failor all the honours he could have done to 
the captain himfelf, and had him buried in the church. The 
fcrvicc being over, he invited us to dinner, and could not be 
prevailed upon to accept of any fee. 

After dinner, I took a walk towards the extremity of the 
creek which forms the port, where our people were getting 
water. I went ail over the coaft and the adjacent foil, in ex- 
pedtation of finding feme curious plants or fhclls; but my fearch 
was fruitlcfs. I met with one fmgle plant only in a ftate of per- 
fection i the ftem, which is eight or ten inches high, and tlie 
leaves were covered over with a fliort white down, fo clofc and 
fo thick, that it concealed the green part from the fight, I am 
unacquainted with the name and properties of this plant. 

At the diftance of two fhots or thereabouts from the creek or 
bay, there are two fountains. The people of the country walh 
their linen in that which is neareft the river. It is forbidden to 
wafti in the other 5 becaufc that is the one from whence they 
draw the water ufed for drink in the town, which is at the 
diftance of half a league from it. This fountain is bordered 
with a little wall of ftone, and is very badly kept up, though at 
the king's expence ; fo lazy are the inhabitants, and fo careleis 
even of what concerns them nearly. 
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As I was pafllng by this fountain, I faw three or four Mulatoes, 
who had brought there fome ftoncs upon a cart, drawn by four 
large oxen 5 and three others, who were filling a calk with water, 
in order to carry it into the town. An Indian or Mulatoe wo- 
man, with a negro woman coming to the fame place to draw 
water alfo, one of the Muiatoes, who looked very much like an 
Indian born of Spanidi parents, took the negro woman by the 
hand, and they both of them danced together upwards of a 
quarter of an hour, the dance called Calenda. Travellers who 
fpeak much of this dance in their accounts, do not exaggerate. 
when they dcfcribs it as the moft lafcivious of alJ dances, at leaft 
judging of it by our manners. 

It is thought, that this dance has been brought into America, 
by the negroes of the kingdom of Arda, upon the coafl: of 
Guinea. The Spaniards dance it as well as the natives, through- 
out all liieir eftabliftimcnts in America, without making the leaft 
fcruplc about it ; although the dance is fo very indecent as to 
aftonilh people who are not ufed to fee it. It is fo univerfally, 
and fo much liked, that even children, as foon as they are able 
to Aand, imitate in this particular perfons more advanced 
in life. 

It is danced to inftrumcntal as well as vocal mufic, by two or 
by fevcral perfons together. They arc all dif|X>fed in two rows, 
one before tlie other, the men oppofite to the women. Thofc 
who u;iow tired, as well as the fpe^ators, form a circle round 
the dancers, and the mufic. Some one of the dancers fings a 
fong, the chorus of which is repeated by the fpet'tators, with 
clapping of hands. All the dancers keep their arms half raifed 
up, jump, turn round, make contorfions with their backfides, 
advance within two feet or thereabouts of one another, then fall 
back in time, till the found of the mufic or tone of the voice 
brings them together again. Then they flrike their bellies one 
againft another two or three times following, and retreat after- 
wards, whirling about, to begin the fame motion over again, 
with jells, which are extremely lafcivious, indicated by the found 
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of the inllriiment or voice. Sometimes they mix their arms, 
turning round two or three times, and continuing to flrike thcm- 
.felves upon the belly, and to kifs each other, without being in 
the leafl out of time. 

One may readily judge, how furprifing fuch a dance muft ap- 
pear to French manners, and how much our modefty muft be 
offended by it. Neverthclefs we are aflured from the accounts 
of travellers, that it is fo very agreeable even to die Spaniards of 
America, and is become fo much an eflabHfhed cuflom among 
them, that it is even introduced among the'u* atSls of devotion : 
that they dance it in church, and in their procefllons: that even 
the nuns themfdves, fcarce ever fail to dance it on Chriftmas- 
eve, upon a flagc raifcd up in their choii' oppofite the grate, 
which is left open, that the people may partake of the fight -, 
but they do not admit men to dance with them. 

On Wednefday the fourth of January, while Mefl". de Bou- 
gainville and dc Nerville were gone to the Governor, to invite 
him to dine on board our frigate for tlie Sunday following, I 
went to fee an ofhcer whofe name was Belia, who had been 
brought up in France, in our royal college of Ponilevoy ncarElois. 
He had promifed me fome curious and medicinal plants of the 
country, and fome pieces of natural hiftory. With rcfpecl to 
the lall article he had nothing worthy of attention ; but he 
fliewcd me the plants, which I Ihall now defcribe : his brother- 
■in-law and himfelf acquainted me with their names, properties, 
and ufes. 

One called M^ona, is very much like the wild thyme, but the 
leaf is round, and the green not fo dark; the ftem red, creeping, 
taking root at each joint, affording a white milky juice, like the 
fpurgc. The feed grows in a fpiral, briftly podj tliis pod con- 
tains only a ycUowifh feed in form almoft like a kidney. It 
throws off from its root fevcral woody flalks, which fpread 
themfelves circularly on the ground, as thofe of the biftort. 
This plant taken in infuiion, like tea, is faid to cure a floppage 
of urine as by miracle. 

T Z Ebreno^ 
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EbrenOy or Mio-mio, is an altnoft repent plant, not rifing 
more than half a foot from the ground. The leaf is fmaller 
than fennel, it has a very fmall herbaceous flower, growing in 
clufters, and pretty nearly umbellated : the root is reddifh out- 
wardly, and as well as the plant has the tafte of the parfnip. It 
is taken in infufion againfi fluxions and colds. It Teems to me 
to be a fpecies of the Meum, or fpignel. 

The Mai^ has a round flrait branched ftem, growing about a 
foot and a half high, and covered with a grey down a little in- 
clining to red. The leaves are an inch and a quarter in length, 
only three or four lines in breadth, of a whitifti green colour, 
and downy on the ftem. The flowers fhoot out one by one 
along the branches, and are compofed of a fingle yellow leaf, flit 
into four, and almoft without fmell. They are fucceeded by a 
huflc or pod, of the thicknefs of a quill, an inch in length, 
which opens itfelf into four parts when dried, and lets fall fome 
exceedingly fmall feeds pointed at each end, of a grey brown 
colour. It is faid to be of admirable efficacy when applied to 
wounds, either recent or of long {landing. M. Simoneti told 
me, that, after having been fix months under the care of the 
phyficians and furgeons of the army, for a wound he Jiad re- 
ceived in the fide near the kidneys, and which had degenerated 
into an ulcer,' he had cured hirafelf in a fliort time merely by 
the outward application of the leaves of this plant. 

The Cacken-iaguen or the Cancbalaguay which is alfo called at 
Chili, Cachinlcigua^ is in every refpeft like the leffcr Centaury of 
Europe. It is the Centaury of Chili, but does not grow quite fo 
high as ours. A cold infufion is made of it, by throwing fix or 
feven of the plants whole and dry into a glafs of water for the 
fpace of the whole night, or from morning to evening. This in- 
fufion is then ufed as a gargle, and afterwards fwallowed, by which 
method a fore throat is foon cured. Some frefli water is then 
poured upon the refiduum, which is fuffeied to (land as long as 
thefirft; after which the gargling and deglutition is repeated. 
This is done alfo a third time. M. de Bougainville, and M, du 
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Clos our captain, had experienced the efficacy of it more than 
once. When the infufion is taken warm in the manner of tea, 
it heats very much but purifies the blood. This plant is very 
famous in Chili, from whence it is brought. I believe it to be a 
better febrifuge than the Centaury of Europe. Might not the 
latter be ufcd with equal advantage in fore throats ? 

Mccbcacan^ is a name the Spaniards of Montevideo give to a 
plant bearing no refemblance to that which is fold in our fhops 
under the fame name. That of Montevideo, which is very 
common there, as well as in the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres,. 
is a fmall creeping plant, the root of which runs under ground 
like the liquorice. It is whitifh, and flcnder as a writing pen j. 
fome lliort branches ftioot out from this root, which creep upon 
the ground, are covered with a very few fmall leaves, and thefe- 
only at the extremity, almoft refembling tiiofc of the leiTcr Tithy- 
malus, known in feveral provinces of France by the name of 
ReveiUmaiin. M. Belia told me, thai the Englifli who trade at 
Uie colony of St. Sacrament, always carry away feveral of thefc 
roots. It has a puigative quality like the Mechoacan of our 
fhops. When it purges too violently, its efFcd is foon flopped, 
only by fwallowing a large fpoonful of brandy. 

Another plant which they hold in great efleem is the Guaym- 
curui it bears a leaf of a beautiful green colour, rather thick,. 
and (hooting forth in great abundance from the root, which is 
of a red brown colour, externally Ihining, and reddifh within, 
as the ftrawberry plant. From the middle of the root, the ftem 
grows out to the height of half a foot, of the thicknefs of a 
common quill, folid, without leaves, of a grcyifli coloured green, 
fpreading out at the upper part into a dozen fmall branches,, 
bearing at their extremity very fmall herbaceous flowers, without 
fmell, and forming altogether a kind of umbrella. 

This plant, efpecially the root, is one of the moft powerful 
aftringents in botany ; and experience has proved, that it never 
fails in drying up and curing ulcers fpeedily ; and even, as the 
vicar told us, m curing the fcrophula, and flopping a dylL-ntery. 
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¥ie tnadc us a prcfcnt of a dozen of the plants which he had 
itni for on pwpofe, at the dirtancc of a few leagoes, from a 
country place belonging to him. 

The Payco h a plant, which throws out from its root fcvcral 
creeping branches: theft are afterwards fubdividcd inco many 
others. The leaves are but three lines in length, and two ia 
breadth, fcrrated, thick, and fiyic^ to the branches without any 
foot-Aafk. The fiower is fo fmall that it is confounded with the 
feed, which fucceeds it, and with which the branches are almoft 
entirely covered. At firft fight, it might be taken for the Ruf>*. 
fart'ic^r, or Hfrniaria, \i the branches were ihorter. The 
whole piant is of a pale green colour, fonietimes reddifh, as well 
a* the llem, when it a})proaches to maturity. It fmelU like a 
lemon juft beginning to fpoil. It is an excellent remedy for 
diforders of the ftomach, and indigeftion. Its decofHon is fudo* 
rific, and its virtues are mnch extolled in the pleurify. The 
method of taking it, is, by chewing one of the green rtems about 
the fizc of one's little finger, and fwaUowing afterwards the 
faliva together with the chewed piant. When taken in this man- 
ner it is a mild purgative. When there is none of the greca 
plant to be had, it is taken in infufion like tea. 

M. Belia fpoke highly of the anti-venereal virtues of the Cola- 
guala, which fome call Caiagufia, It grows in barren and Tandy 
foils, to the height of fevcn or eight inches. Its ftem confifts of 
feveral fmatl branches, which (hoot up through the (and or 
gravel.' They are but two or three lines in thicknefs, full of 
joints placed at fmall diftances from each other, and covered with 
a pellicle which falls off of itfelf when it is dry. The leaves 
are very fmall, few in number, and arife imoiediately from 
ihe 0cm. 

The colaguala is looked upon as an admirable fpecific for 
diffipaling impoftumations in a (hort time. Three or four dofes, 
that is to fay, three or four pieces of it in fmiple deco^ion, or 
infuled in wine, and taken in the courfc of the day, are fuliicient 
to cffc(Sl this purpofc. Being a very hot plant, it would become 
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injurious if taken in too large a quantity. The root, which 
is the only part of the plant in ule, is of a reddifli brown colour 
outwardly, and refembJcs much the Cuaycuru root. When cut 
liorizontaHy, it has a brown Ipot in the center, and a whitifli. 
circfe in the middle of its fubltance. A Franclfcan named Fa- 
ther Rock, famous for his knowledge in phyfic, told xnc, that 
he prefcribed the Cciagua/a in the epileply, as well as in the 
venereal difcafc; that when it did not iuccced pcrfeftly in the 
cure of the epilepfy, he had affifted h with the following prc- 
fcription, which had never failed of fuccefs. He makes the 
patient drink, in the courfc of the day, a quart of water, in which 
a young virgin arrived at the age of puberty, or a found healthy 
woman, has well waflicd the parts of generation on getting out 
of, bed J with particular directions that two glafles of this water 
fhould be taken fafting, one half an hour after the othej'. This 
remedy is continued for eight or nine days confecutively, at the 
decline of the moon ; and ie repeated for feveral months, efpe- 
cially in the fpring. The method of ufing the Calaguala, ja. 
venereal diforders, is by infufion in wine, or in boiling water. 

The fame Francifcan being with as at the Governor's coun- 
try houfe, fhcwed me another plant which he called Cargurj'a^ 
and which he told us was admirable, in infufion like tea, for 
difiblving congvilatcd blood in the body, for purifying ir, and 
removing obfVrudiions. But it muft be ufed very fparingly, as 
it agitates the blood violently, efpecially the root of it. 

The Carqueja grows like a fmali flirub, to the height of one 
foot, and its head is naturally rounded. Jt has no leaves diflin^l 
from the ftem, which rcfembles much that of the Genifta or 
broom, with which I fancy it may be claficd, T\m (U^m divides 
itfclf into many branches to form the head. Thefc branches are 
very flexible and thin. 

The Tguerilla^ the Zarca^ and the Chcrrua^ are plants greatly 
valued in this country ; as well as the BiraMa, or VirtkviJa^ wliich 
is reckoned refrefhing and cooling in the higheft degree- A 
French furgeon prefcribed an infufion of the Birabida with good 
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fiiccefs ill a tertian. Frezier reckons it among the cver-greens. 
May it not probably be the fame as I mentioned before under 
the name of Doradilla ? 

But the plant they make the mofV ufe <^ is the Sefran, It 
is properly a kind of thiftle, known under the name of Car- 
thamum. The defcription of it is found in every botanical trca- 
tifc, lis flower is called the baftard fafFron. It has the colour 
and form of the true faffron; but has not either its tafte or 
fmell. At Montevideo and at Brazil ihey fow the Sifran plenti- 
iuily in their gardens ; becaufe they ufe the flower of it to cover 
all their victuals, and even the foup. Parrots and Paroquctcs 
are very fond of the feed, which is white, fmooth, and made 
iike that of the Corona Solis, or Sun-flower, but much 
Shorter. 
, 'M. de Bougainville having told me, before he went to invite 
■the Governor, that we fliould fet out early to go on board again, 
1 went to the yawl at half an hour paft four. There I found 
M. de la Gyraudais, and the fuigeon of the Sphinx. After 
having converfed forae time about the plants I had been collect- 
ing, finding that M. de Bougainville did not return, M. dc la 
■Gyraudais propofed taking a walk about a mile off, behind the 
citadel, telling us, that the plant Mate had been fliewn him ; 
and that there was a great quantity of it near a fountain, 

M. FrontgoufTe, who had alfo heard of its properties, came 
with us in order to gather fome. We colle^ed ILkewife fome of 
of the feed, which 1 gave, as I did all the feeds I coUeded in 
■the courfe of my voyage, to M, de Juflieu, to fow them in the 
King's Garden at Paris. While we were fupplying ourfelves wuh 
this plant, we hcarci a plaintive found iiluing from between a 
Jarge heap of ftones and rock&> which cover and furround the 
fountain: we were not more than fcven or eight toifes diflant 
•from the found. We thought at firft it proceeded from a cat 
iconfined among thefe iloncs, which might have efcaped from a 
Jioufe about half a mile diftant. As we came nearer the foun- 
taHUj the cry iircmed like that of a child. We were advancing 
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towards it, when M. FrontgoufTc defired us not to proceed, fay. 
ing, it was not the cry of a child, but that of an alligator. He 
told us, he remembered to have heard them more than once in 
our irtands, and that had wc proceeded it would have been to 
our cod. We found indeed that there were alligators in this 
country ; M. de St. Simon having aheady told us, he had fecn 
one of them on the bank of a fmall river, running behind the 
mountain, fcparated from the town only by the bay in which 
the port is fituated. Not daring therefore to pufli our curiofity 
any farther, wc contented ourfelves with gathering a few more 
plants, and went back towards the town, in order to go on board 
again. As wc were walking along, wc met with feveral Cur- 
lews, by thirty in a body. They came within piftol fhot of us, 
but wc had only flicks in our hands. 

About feven oVlock we reached the yawl, ^herc we met with 
MefT. de Bougainville, de Nerviile, de St, Simon, and Martin, 
Lieutenant of the Sphinx. It was very fine weather when we 
left the Port ; and we had already made three parts of our way, 
when a South Eaft wind arofe fo brifkly as to oblige us to ply our 
oars, in order to get on board, before it fliould become more 
violent. It blew however harder and harder. Each cloud as it 
rofe on the horizon brought a freih fquall, more violent than 
the preceding. 'Ihe waters being confiderably fwelled by ihefe 
repeated attacks, formed waves which grew bigger and bigger, 
and retarded our progrefs. Altliough the fca and the wind were- 
againft us, we were now within gun fhot of the Sphinx, which 
was the neaieft veflcl, and on board of which we thought of 
fetiing M. <le la Gyraudais, with the other officers belonging to 
her. The fine clear ft;y had difappeared. The clouds made the 
night flill more dark, fo that we could but juft difcern the figure 
of a boat, bearing tov/ards us. Wc llien imagined that M. Du- 
clos, fufpcQing our diftrefs, had fent out the longboat to our 
afljflance. AVe haled her, but received no anfwer. The fed 
however drove her towards us with fo much fwiftncfs, that we 
Icon difcovcrcd her to be ovn* fmnll boat, floating at the mercy 
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of the y::ivc$, with no pcrlbn in her. Wc fliifted our courfe to 
try to fave her; we came up with her, put two men into her 
with oars, and a grappling, and then endeavoured to get on our 
way. It might tlicn be half an hour after eight. We drove in 
vain againft the tide, the violence of the waves and the win<U 
While wc were putting the men and the oars into the fniall boat, 
we had been di iven to leeward more than three quarters of a 
league, on the fide of the French iflan;!, fiiuated near the coafl, 
almofl oppofjte the citadtl. The darknefs prevented us from 
feeing land, and indeed wc could hardly difcern the lights they 
had put out on board our two frigates. 

Perceiving therefore, that wc got farther and farther from the 
{hips inftead of coming nearer them, wc determined to make for 
Jand, and fteercd to the point where we thought the city was, 
for its fituation was pointed out to us only by two lights, at a 
great diftance from each other. The waves which broke againft 
our boat, had already thrown in a great deal of water, which 
we emptied with our hats ; we were wet to the Ikin, and the 
boat-men were much fatigued. M. de la Gyraudais, after having 
rowed for an hour, had now taken the helm ; we knew not 
where we were, and had no brandy to keep up our ftrength and 
fpirits. In this diftrefs we thought there was no better expe- 
dient for us, than to let fall our grappling, to give the men time 
to rell ihemfelves. I then put on a great coat I found near me, 
.and we diftributcd the quarter-cloths among the men, to cover 
themfelvcs whh j not indeed to keep them from the waves, for 
we could not be more wet than we were, but to flielter them 
from the wind, which made us fo very cold, that we were ob- 
obligcd to fqueezc as clofe as poflible to each other, in order to 
keep ourfelves warm. We were almoll refolved to remain in 
this condition all night, when M. de la Gyraudais thought he 
perceived, that we were dragging our grappling. He ordered 
the ftccrfman to lay his hand on the hawfer, that he might judge 
by the motion, whether our grappling was really aweigh or 
not. The fleeriban thought at firil, that the motion he fcU 
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was cauled by the fhocks the boat received from the waves ; but 
he foon found out his mlftake, and gave us notice of it. He 
was ordered to found with the boat-hook, which he did, and 
found only three feet water, with a bottom of rocks, which 
are on the borders of the whole coafl, and advance pretty for- 
ward in the river. The oars were placed in tlie row-locks, the 
grappling was drawn up, and we rowed for a full quarter of an 
hour, founding all the while, and finding the fame bottom. At 
laft we came to a muddy bottom, with fevcn or eight feet 
water. We were going to caft our grappling here, when the 
men forefceing they fliould get no fupper in this place, faid, that 
as wc were now in the way, we muft continue, and go and lay 
on fliore. Wc were extremely well fatisfied whh their refo- 
lution, and fleered towards a light, which we imagined to be 
tliat of the guard placed at the only port where it is pofllblc to land; 
* Soon after, as we were all looking about us, endeavouring to 
find our fituation, we perceived a fchooner, which we knew to 
be at anchor very near the port. The fight of this vclfel revived 
our fpirits, and wc exerted ourfelvcs fo much, that in little more 
than half an hour we gained the port, The officer of the 
guard came out to reconnoitre us. Another officer was fent 
with the Heerfman to give the Governor notice of our being 
returned to the city, bccaufe we had not been able to reach our 
vefiel. He fent us compliments of condolance, and at the fame 
time invited us to fupper, and defircd us to lake up our night's 
lodging at his houfe. 

We were apprehenfive of being troublcfome to him, not only 
on account of the late hour, for it vvas midnight, but alfo 
becaufe we were too numerous d company: befides» as we were 
very wet, and in a ftrange pickle, wc thought it better to go in 
fcarch of a Fronchmnn named Lacombc, of St. P'lour in Au- 
vergne. fettled at Buenos Ayres, and having a houfe alfo at 
Montevideo: he was nheady known to many of our officers, 
from whom he had made fevcral purchafes. A foldier of the 
guard, who fpoke French, offered to conduA us. Inftcad of 
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leading us to the place wlicre M. Lacombc lived, he brought us 
to the houfe of a friend of liis, where the folJier had fcen Ijini 
feveral times» Wc knocked near a quarter of an hour before wc 
could get any anfwer. At length they aiifwered, the door was 
opened, and we found M. dc Bclcouit in bed in this houfc, as it 
was the place where he lodged. Thinking that we were playing 
him a trick, he tlid nothing but laugh at us. As wc were not 
much in a humour for laughing, we enquired which was M. 
Lacombe*3 houfe, and were informed. We were making the 
beft of our way to it when we met the Governor, who came on 
purpofe to intreat us not to make ufe of any houfe but his. As 
we could not polfibly refufc, after many civilities on both fides, 
we accompanied him. 

When we came there we found every body up, and the cloth 
laid. Seeing we were all very wet, they offered us clean linea 
and cloaths. Thofe who had put on their great coals foonefl", 
and were certainly not fo wet as I was, refufed even to change 
cloaths. The Governor's lady folicited me fo often to put on 
at leaft a night gown, that I at laft accepted of it. It was one 
of her gowns, which I had fo much trouble to get on that the 
Governor gave me one of his own. Wc fat down to a light 
fupper, provided haflily for us. Our adventure was the fubjedt 
of much converfation j at lafl wc drank a difli of chocolate^ 
and, as it was now almoft two o'clock, every body thought of 
retiring to bed, 

Meir, de Bougainville and de Necville were put into a fmali 
room of the court yard, in which theie was no other furniture 
befides two chairs and two beds ; one in a kind of alcove formed 
by a fimple partition of wood, the otiier a camp-bed placed 
in the oppofiie angle. We had attended them to this apart- 
ment, and I took it for granted I w as to pafs the night in a 
place much of the fame kind, when a negro woman pulling mc 
by the lleeve beckoned me to follow her. She brought me back 
into the room where the company had been, where I found the 
Governor's lady and a negro woman employed in faftening 
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together Tome cnmfon damafl^ ilooh, which before ornamented 
the bottom of the room. Not knowing; why fhc was thus em- 
ployed, I was talking in the mean time with the Governor. At 
length flic intcrrujUcd mc, faying, it is for you, Sir, I am pre- 
paring this bed ; you will be near us, and will not fare worfc 
than tlie reft. After having cxpreflcd my gratitude for her atten- 
lion and politencfs, I did all I could to prevent her from going 
on with this bufincfs, but all to no purpofe; fhe ftill proceeded, 
telling me it was a great pleafure and fatisfaftion to her. When 
file had made me a very good bed, flic retired with the Governor 
into the next room, where they flcpt. 

A camp-bed was put up for M. dc la Gyraudais, in the firft 
room on comhig in ; and, as there were no more fpare beds, a 
fire was made to dry our deaths in the middle of the firft hall, 
where M. de St. Simon and the reft flcpt upon the chairs. 

About half an hour after four, one of thefe gentlemen came 
to wake mc, telling me M. dc Bougainville was up, and that 
we muft go. I diclfed myfelf quickly, and we were going with- 
out faying a word, when a fervant from the Governor came in> 
and dcfired us to ftay a little, that his mader was getting up, 
and would pay his compliments to us. We told him to intreat 
the Governor from us not to rife, that he wanted reft, and that 
we were going away that inftant, in order not to incommode 
him any longer. The wind and waves were confiderably abated, 
and we got on board in a fhort time. 

The fqualls of wind and rain our velTcls were expofed to fince 
the preceding evening had been extremely violent. The ftorm 
having begun early in the fpot where our frigates lay at 
anchor, bccaufc they were not under fheher of tlie town as we 
were; the crews had been in very little concern about us, being 
perfuaded that we fliould not even have run the rilk of coming 
from ftiore in fuch weather. At all events, however, they had 
taken the precaution lo put out lights. The two men we ha<i 
put into the boat to fave it, had been luckily driven into a fmall 
fandy creek under ftielier of the French illand ; and ttie long- 
boat 
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boat of the Sphinx, which had been fent after her, had got to 
the bottom of the bay, in the place where we ufed to water. 
They were both returned when we came on board. 

In the morning of the fixth of January we went back to the 
town, to return our thanks to the Governor, and to pay him 
the compliments of the new year. He detained us to dinner. 
Tlie convcrfation turned much upon the curiofities of the 
country. This made the Governor recollect that he had a fhcll 
which he tliought very fcarcc. He flicwed it us : it was a papy- 
raceous Nautilus, as large and beautiful as any I ever faw. He 
made a prefent of it to M. de Bougainville. It had been fent to 
him from Rio de Janeiro 5 and he told us, he had found a fimi^ 
lar one on the coaft of the ifland Maldonnadoj but that it had 
been broken. The Governor's lady gave me a parcel of the 
Canchalagua, which was all (he had left of it, A few days 
before (he had made M. do Bougainville a prefent of a paro- 
quete, which fpoke very prettily, and liad alio given him a cup 
made of the Calabafh of Peru, mounted in filvcr, with a Bom- 
hillat or tube of the fame metal, ufcd to fuck up the mate. 

Many autliors of voyages have mentioned the Paraguay plant, 
or Caflioberry bufli, as one of the principal fources of the riches 
of the Spaniards, of the Indians, and efpecially of the Jefuits 
inhabiting this province. That my readers may be perfectly 
acquainted with this plant and its ulc, I (liall infeit the account 
given of it by M. Ulloa, which he had from the mifllonarics of 
the country j for as they fufFcr none but their own brethren to 
penetrate into the country, this account can only be had from 
them. 

" It is affirmed, fays M. Ulloa, that the fale of this plant was 
at firft fo confiderable, and became fo great a fund of riches» 
that luxuiy foon introduced itfelf among the conquerors of this 
country, who were at 5rll reduced to the bare neccffarics of life. 
As their talle for luxury was always increafing, in order to fup- 
port their prodigious cxpcnccs, they were obliged to have 
jpecourfc to the Indians fubdued by force of arms, or who had 
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voluntarily furrcmlcrcd thcmfelvcsiof thcfe they made their lervants^ 
and Toon after their flaves. They worked them too hard, lb that 
■many of them fell under the weight of labour they were unufcd 
toi and more of tliem under the opprellion of the cruel treat- 
ment they were expofcd to, rather from the lofs of their llrcngth, 
than from their indolence. Others efcaped by flight, and became 
moft irreconcilcablc enemies to the Spaniards, The Spaniards 
fell into their former ftate of indigence j which however did not 
make them more induftrious. Luxury liad incrcafed their wants 
{o much, that the fale of the Paiaguay plant alone was not fuf- 
ficient to fupply them : mofl: of them indeed were now no longer 
able to buy it, for the great confumption of it had enhanced its 
price." Tom. J. page 13, 

This plant, fo famous in South America, is the leaf of a tree 
about tlie bignefs of a middling fized apple-tree. Its lafte is 
like that of the mallow, and in figure it nearly refemblcs the 
orange leaf. It alfo bears fome refemblance to the leaf of the 
Cocoa of Peru, where a great deal of it is carried, cfpecially 
among the mountains, and in all places where they work the 
mines. The Spaniards think it the more necefFary, as the ufe 
of the wines of the country is hurtful there. It is brought dry, 
and almoft reduced to powder. It is never fufFercd to remain 
long in infufton, becaufe it would then turn the water as black 
as ink* 

It is diftinguilhed into two kinds, though they are both one 
and the fame leaf. The firft is called Caut or Caamitii ; the 
other CiiaatySf or Yeroa de Palos i but Father del Tt^vbo aiferts that 
the name of the genus is Cfl<i ; and diftingiiilhcs three ipccics> 
under the names Caacuts^ Q/amifit't and Caaguazu. 

According to the fame traveller, who pailed great part of his 
life in the Paraguay, the Caacuys is the firft bud, juft beginning 
to expand its leaves. The Caamini is the leaf in full growth, 
from which the italks are taken, before it is roafted; if the (lalka 
are left on, it is called Caaguazu or Palos. The leaves when 
roafted are preferved in pits digged in the earth, and covercil 
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with a cow's (kin. The Caacuys will not keep fo long as the 
two other fpecics, the leaves of which are exported to Tucuman, 
to Peru, and even into Spain. It is very liable to injury in the 
removal. It is aflcrted even, that this plant, taken on the fpot, 
has a particular bitternefs, which enhances its virtues as well as 
its price, and which it lofes by tianfportation. 

The nnanner of taking the Caacuys is by filling a vefTcl with 
boiling water, into which the leaf, powdered and reduced to a 
pafte, is thrown. As it diflblvcs, any fmall portion of earth 
which may have remained flicking to it, floats at the top, fo as 
eafily to be fkimmed ofl". The water is then flrained through a 
rag, and being fullered to ftand a little, is afterwards fucked up 
through a reed. Generally there is no fugar put to it i but a 
little lemon juice is mixed with it, or fome kinds of wafers of an 
agreeable fmcll. When it is taken as a vomit, a little more wa- 
ter is thrown on it, and it is left till it is aJmoIl cold. 

The mofl: famous place for this plant is at Filla^ or the 
new Fillarica, which is near the mountains of Maracagu, fituated 
to the Ead of Paraguay ; about 25 degrees 25 minutes South 
latitude. This diftri^t is celebrated for the cultivation of this 
tree 5 it is not however upon the mountains that it grows, but in 
the marfliy bottoms which divide them. 

From this place are taken for the Peru only, one hundred 
thoufand Arrobes^ each of which weighs twenty-five pounds of 
fixteen ounces ftandard weight, and the price of the arrobe is 
fcven crowns, or twenty-eight French livres, fo that the whole 
profit cf the hundred thoufand Arrobes amounts to two million 
eight hundred thoufand French livres. Yet the Caacnys bears no 
fixed price, and the Caamini fells for twice as much as the 
Caaguazu. The lad of ihefe, while we were at anchor at Monte- 
video fold for twenty-five livres, or 'k'^^ piallers per AiTobc, The 
Governor procured it us at this price. 

The Indians fettled in llic provinces of Uraguay and Parana, 
imder the government of the Jcfuirs, have fown fome of the 
feeds of this tree, brought from Maracayu, whicli have hardly 
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degenerated in the leaft. Tljcy rcfemble raucli tlie feed of the 
ivy. But theft Indians do not prepare the plant in its fii'ft lUte ; 
tlicy keep the Caamini for their own ufe, and fell the Caaguazu 
or pales to pay the tribute they owe to Spain. 

The Spaniards nnagine they find in this plant a remedy or 
prefervative agaipfV all diieaies. Every body agree>s that it has 
a laxative an<l diuretjc qyajity, biU I v^ould not anAver for all 
the propertiirs the Jrfuits attribute to it. I believe the moft in- 
^fi^tcftible of nhcfe properties, which i$ however the one they 
^ee moft fdent upon, is that of fuppiying them with a prodigious 
fum of raoncy every year. 

It is reported, that fome pcrfons having at firft taken this 
{>lant too freely, it brought on a total deprivation of their fenfes, 
which they did not recover till a few days after. It appears 
indeed certain, that it often produces oppoHte effe^s, fuch as 
to procure fleep to thofe who want ir, and to louzc thofe 
who are lethargic ; to be at once both nouriihing and pur* 
gative. 

Cuftom renders the ufe of it neceflary ; and it is often with 
difRculty that people abftain from an immoderate ufe of it j for 
it is aftirmed that an over-doze of it inebriates, and brings on 
mod of the inconveniencies which follow an excefs in drinking 
ftrong liquors. 

According to Mr. Ulloa, the Paraguay plant, is called Mai/ 
at Peru. He fays, that in order to prepare it a certain quanliy 
is thrown into a calabafli, mounted in filver, which is aUb called 
Mate, or 'TotitmOt or Caiahacho, 

Some fugar is thrown into this veffel, and cold water 
poured upon the whole, that the plant reduced to a pafte may 
be well moiltencd : the veOel is afterwards filled with boiling 
water ; and the plant being in very fniall pieces, the liquor is 
fucked up through a tube of a fufficient fize, but too fmall to 
admit the plant to pafs. The tube or reed made ufe of is called 
Bombilia, As the water diminiUies it is renewed, adding always 
fome fugar, till the plant Hoats no longer on the furface : at 
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which time a frefli quantity of it is put in. It is often mixed 
with the juice of lemon, or Seville orange, and with fweet fcented 
flowers. This liquor is commonly taken fading : but many 
people drink it alfo after dinner. Perhaps the plant may be 
heathful ; but the method of taking it is extremely diigufting. 
How numerous foever the company is, every perfon drinks by 
turns through the fame tube or bombilla, handing the mate from 
one to the other. The Spaniards of Europe care very little for 
this drink, but the Creoles are pafllonately fond of it. They 
never travel without a fupply of the Paraguay plant; and never 
omit taking it every day, preferring it to all other kind of food> 
and never eating any till after they have taken it. 

Some, faysFrezicr, (Relat. du Voyage de la Mer de Sud, page 
228) call the Paraguay plant, St. Bartholomew's plant ; becaufe 
they fay this Apoftle went into thefe provinces, where he changed 
the plant which was before poifonous, and made it falutary and 
wholefome. Inftead of drinking the infufed liquor feparately as 
we do tea, they put the plant into a cup made of a calabafh» 
mounted in filver, which they call Mat^, Tht;y put fugar to it, 
and pour hot water over it, then drink it off immediately, with- 
out fufl^ering it to ftand in infufion, becaufe it would grow as 
black as ink. In order to avoid taking up the plant, which 
floats on the furface, they make ufe of a filver tube, the end of 
which is formed into a round knob, perforated with feveral 
fmall holes ; fo that the liquor, which is lucked through the 
other end, comes up without the plant. The company drinks 
round through the fame tube, pouring moi^e hot water as the 
firft is confumed. Inftead of the reed or bomhilla^ fome people 
remove the plant with a plate of filver, full of fmall 
holes. The averfion which the French have fhcwn to 
drink after all kinds of people, efpecially in a country where 
there arc fo many pcrfons afflidted with the venereal difcafe, has 
introduced an invention of fmall glafs tubes, which tlicy now 
begin to ufe at Lima. \n my opinion, the lafte of this liquoi 
is better than tea^ it has an agreeable vegetable fmcU. Tl^ 
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people of the country are fo ufed to it, that even the poorefl 
among them drink it at leaft once a day, 

The trade of the Paraguay plant, adds the author, is carried 
on at Santa Fe\ where it is brought by the river Plata, and by 
land carriage. There arc two kinds of it ; one of which is called 
Terva de Pahs ; the other, which is a 6ner fort, and of a higher 
quality, is called Hierba de CamJni, The laft comes from the 
lands belonging to the Jefuits. The greateft confumpiion of it 
is made from Paz to CufcOy where it is twice the value of the 
other, which is fold from Potofi to Paz. Above 50,000 arrobes 
are brought every year from Paraguay to Peru ; that is to fay, 
1,250,000 weight of one and the other fpecies, the third part of 
which quantity at leaft is Camini ; without reckoning about 25,000 
Arrobes of the Palos, fent into Chili. Each packet, containing ^xx. 
or icw^n Arrobes, pays four reals duty, at Alcavala; and the ex- 
pence of conveying it above fix hundred leagues doubles the 
prime coft» which is about two piafters : fo that at Poiofi, it 
cofts five piaftcrs, or five and twenty livres of France, per Arrobe. 
It is generally conveyed in carts, which carry one hundred and 
fifty Arrobes from Santa Fe to Jujui, the lad town of Tucu- 
man j and from thence to Potofi, which is fliU an hundred 
leagues farther, it is carried upon mules, 1 have obferved, that 
the ufe of this plant is neceflary in places where they work the 
mines, and in the mountains of Peru, where the white people 
imagine wine to be pernicious : they rather chufe to drink no- 
thing but brandy, leaving the wine to the Imlians and Blacks, 
who are very well fatisfied with it. 

I was witnefs at Montevideo of the truth of the account given 
by thefe two authors. At whatever time of the day one goes into 
any houfc, one is furc to find fomcbody drinking Mati^ which 
they never fail to offer to any one who comes in, even in the 
very hotteft weather ; being perfuaded that this infufion is cool- 
ing, that it aflifts digeftion, &c. The veffcl out of which one 
drinks the Mate ufually {lands on a foot, faflcncd to a board. 
This was the general cullom in almod every houfe j but forac 
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of the inhabitants held the vefTel alone, ornamented with filrer, 
in their hands, without any board. There are alfo feme ^wr- 
tnias or reeds, the end of which put into the liquor, is 
formed like an oyfter-lbcll, fixed to the tube by the top of it* 
hinge. 

While We were at the Governor's, two of our failors deferted ; 
fome faid that one of them was a Maltefe, others that he came 
from Bifcay : they had given him the nick-name of Spaniard.- 
The other came from lower Britanny. We fearched for them 
in vain. Wc learnt afterwards that they had offered to enter 
on board the Spanifli frigate, St. Barbe, but the owner afPurcd me 
he had refufcd them. A few days after four failors deferted from 
the Sphinx : one of them named Plaifance, who had been for- 
merly a dragoon, and had fcrved in Canada under M. de Bou- 
gainville. This man had been very prefllng to let him embark 
with us, when we left St. Malo. M. de Bougainville had al- 
ways looked upon him as a very honeft and brave man, very 
fit to become an inhabitant of a colony. He had given him two 
complete fuits, and Other cloaths. Two days before be had de* 
fcrted, he had been irulled with a fufil, and a rich fword to fell. 
He gave out that they had been ftoleh from him. Whether this 
report was true, or whether he had really fold them, it is certain 
that one of the inhabitants declared that Plaifance had fold tlie 
fword to an officer's fervant, Plaifance finding himfclf fufpeclcd, 
and not being able to clear himfelf properly of the accufation, 
ran away, for fear of being punifhcd for his difhondly. The 
Governor, at M. de Bougainville's folicitation, who had pro- 
mifed ten piafters for every deferter that fhould be brought back 
to him, fent fome dragoons after them, but they came back 
without any tidings of them. I believe that if one had even pro- 
mifcd a reward of one hundred piafters, they would not have 
ilopped any of them : for it is the intereft of Spain to re- 
tain as many men as poffible in the country for the fake of 
population. 

Monte- 
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Montevideo is a new colony. Five and twenty years ago 
there were only a few huts in it. It is, however, the only toler- 
able place for the anchorage of fhipa that come up the Rio dc 
la Plata. At prefent it is a fmall town which improves every 
day. The ftrects are made perfc^ly ftrait, and wide enough to 
admit three coaches abreaft. I have given a view of it, taken as 
it appeared from on board the Eagle frigate, while we lay at 
anchor between the mountain and the town, according to the 
defcription I have given above. 

The houfes coniiftonly ofgrourul floors, under the roof 5 one 
of them only is to be excepted j this is fituatcd in the great 
iquare, and belongs to the engineer, who built it and lives in 
it. It has one ftory, and a kind of a double roof with a prett/ 
long pro^c^on, which fupports a balcony in the middle of the 
front, I have given the plan of this town. 

Each tradefman's houfe generally confifts of a haU, which 
ferves by way of entrance, a few bed-chambers, anil a kitchen, 
the only place in which there is a chimney, and wbcic they 
make any fire. Thefe houfes are therefore properly a ground 
floor, fourteen or fifteen feet high, including tlie roof. The 
entrance into the Governor's houfe is a long (quare hall, which 
receives light only from one fmall fafh, half 6Ued with paper 
and half with glafs. The bottom of the faflx is clofed with 
planks of poliHicd wood. This hall may, perhaps, be about fif- 
teen ftei wide, by eighteen feet long. From hence one goes into- 
the room for receiving company, which is almofl fquare, but 
rather longer than it is wide. At the bottom, oppofite the only 
window in the room, made much in the fame taflc as that I 
have before defcribcd, there is a kind of alcove fix feet wide» 
clofed with bars of iron, and covered with tigers Ikins. In the 
middle of this is an arm chair for the Governor's Lady, and on 
each fide Hk (tools covered, as the arm chair is, with crimfon 
vclvcl;. All the oi-namcnt confills in three fmall bad pictures, 
and a few large plans, half- pencilled and half coloured, ftill 
wortc in point of drawing than the piiturci. The two other 

fidea 



i^O 



JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE 



Iidcs of the room are filled with feats for the men. Tliefe arc 
wooden chairs with very high backs, referabling thofe made in 
the time of Henry the fouith of France, having two turned 
pillars fupporting a frame which adorns the middle, covered with 
leather, curioufly ftamped and wrought, as well as the feat. 
The door which leads from this room into the next, where the 
Governor and his lady fleep, is only clofed by a kind of curtain 
made of tapcftry. The two angles of this room on each fide 
of the window are filled up, one with a wooden table, upon 
which the vefTel for taking the Mat^ always ftands j the otlier 
with a kind of cupboard, having two or tliree flielves^ furnillted 
with a few china diflics and cups. 

The lady of the houfc is the only perfon who fits in the 
alcove when there are only men in company, except fee fliould 
invite fome of them to fit on the ftools near her. 

Thefe rooms *have, generally fpeaking, neither flooring, nor 
pavement. From the infide of them one may fee the reeds 
which fupport the tiling of the roof. 

The white people fpend their time in idle converfatjon, in 
taking the Maitf, or in fmoaking a Sigare or Cigare, which is a 
kind of fmail cylinder, fix or feven inches long, and about half 
an inch in diameter, compofed of tobacco leaves rolled one over 
the other. 

The merchants, and a very few artifts, are the only perfons 
who have any employment at Montevideo. There are no fliops, 
no figns, nor no outward fliow, by which they can be found. 
But one is fure of meeting with them, if one goes into any houfe 
fituated in an angle formed by the meeting of two ftrects. The 
fame merchant fells wine, brandy, woollen drapery, linen, 
toys, &c. 

In the ftreets one meets with nothing but white or black 
people, or mulatoes on horfeb.ick ; and horfes ftanding at the 
doors of the houfes without being fartencd. This country might 
well be called a hell for horfes. They often make them work 
three days following, without giving them either meat or drink ; 
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fometimcs they are kept tied up for as long a time, with the 
feme treatment, and doing nothing except running from the 
end of one flreet to another. At the end of three days, they are 
fent back again into the country to feed upon what grafs they 
can find. The perfon who goes with them, takes off the faddic, 
and puts it upon another horfc, whom he brings to the town to 
be treated in the fame manner. 

Notwithftandlng this they are excellent cattle, having prc- 
ferved the fpirit of the Spanifli horfes, from which they arc bred.. 
They are extremely fure footed, and furpiizingly fwift. Their 
ilep is fo fliarp, and fo long, that it is equal to the full trot, 
or fmall gallop of our horfes. Some of them are fo light that 
nothing can be compared to them. When they ftep they raile 
the fore foot and the hind foot at the fame time; and instead 
of bringing the hind foot in the place where the fore foot was, 
thty flretch it out much farther, bringing it oppofite to and 
even beyond the fore foot of the other fide ; which makes their 
motion as quick again as that of other horfes, and at the fame 
time much eafier for the rider. They are not remarkable for 
beauty; but dcferve much encomium for their fwiftnefs, mild- 
ncfs, courage, and abftemioufjiefs. The inhabitants make no- 
provifion of hay or ftraw for thcfc animals. TI>cir only food alt 
the year is in the fields. It is true, that in this country it is 
never cold enough to freeze either the rivers or the plants. 

The environs of Montevideo are an extenfive plain. The 
foil is a black thick earth, extremely fertile with very little ma- 
nurcment. This country only wants ibme perfons to be em- 
ployed in cultivating it to become one of the betl in the world. 
The air of it is wholefome, the (ky fcrene, and the heat notr 
exceflive. It is rather deficient in wood, which is found only 
a long fide the rivers. Here tigers, leopards, and other wild- 
bealh chiefly refort. The tigers efpecially are rather numerous,. 
brgcr, and more fierce than thole of Africa. The Governor 
had one of tlicfe tigers brought up from a whelp in his courti 
jard.. He was faflened near the entrance of tiie door, with iv 
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finglc ftrap of leather, paflcd round his neck. The dragoons 
and fcrvants ufed to play with him, and he never gave any Hgns 
of his natural ferocity. Tliey ufefl to turn him about» to pull 
him, to throw him over and ovci' as ons would do a tame cat. 
The Governor feeing that M. dc Bougainville took a fancy to 
him, had him canied on hoard, and made a prefcnt of him. 
A cage was made for him of thick planks, fix inches in {qaarc, 
and he was kept eight days* At the end of tbis time, he began 
to roar now and then, efpeciaily in the night. It was then ap- 
prehended that he would grow furious, oi* that, even in play, he 
might fwallaw the arm of fome of the llitp boys, or children 
who wieiu to fee him» and who fometimes put their hands 
between the planks of hifi cage. Befklcs, it was ncceiTary to 
fupply him with frcfli meat for his food, and we liad none of 
that to fpare. Thdc confiderations determined M. de Bougain- 
ville to have him flrangled. He was then but four mouths old» 
and his height, when he ftood upright, was two feet three inches. 
By this one may judge how high he would have grown. 

The Spaniards of Montevideo hve, as 1 have faid before, in 
great indolence. They arc cloathcd nearly as tlic Portuguefe at 
the ifland of St. Catherine j but they very frequently wear white 
hats, the Haps of which hang looic over their fhouldcrs, and 
cannot be made too large for them. 

The women are pretty well fliaped, but one cannot fay with 
truth that they have a complexion of lilies and rofcs j on the 
contrary they are much tanned, have commonly but few teeth, 
and tbofe not white. 

Their drcfs confifts outwardly of a plain white or coloured 
wairicoat, well fitted to the waid, the ikirts of which fall four 
fingers in length upon the petticoat. This petticoat is made of 
a lluff more or Icis rich, according to the circumftances or fancy 
of the pcribn who wears it. It is edged with gold lace, or with 
a fringe of filvcr, gold, or filk ; fometimes in double rows, but 
without flounces. They wear no caps of linen or lace. A Sim- 
ple ribbon palled round the head keeps the hair togctiier at the 

6 top, 



::% 



"■■% 



144 



JOURNAL OF xMY VOYAGE 



formed without moving n^udi out of the fame place, and by 
ftrikiiig the ground with the extremity of the fool and the hed. 
alternately. The ladies hardly appear to move; they rather fecru 
to Aide along u[x)n their feet, than to advance in cadence -, thia 
is owing to the lightncfs and celerity with which they move 
their feet. 

The Governor and the military men are drcfled after the 
French faHiion, except that they always wear a hat upon their 
lieads, and that ihcy are never powdered or curled, any more 
than the women. They live alfo in a great ftace of indolence, 
as well as the other Spaniards, who are dreHed neaily in the 
fame manner as the Portu^ucfc of St. Catherine's illand. 

The common people, mulatoes, and negroes, inftead of a 
cloak, wear a piece of broad firipcd (lufF, of different colours, 
Iht only in the middle, to let the head through. It falls down 
u|>on their arms, and covers them as low as the wrift. On the 
fore, and on the-back part, it comes down below the calf of the 
leg, and is fringed all round. This garment is called Poncho^ 
or Cbsny, Every body wears it on horfeback, finding it more 
convenient than the cloak or great coat. The Governor fliewcd 
us one of them, wrought in gold and iilver at Chili, from 
whence this garment has been brought. It had coft him more 
than three hundred piaders: fome of them are made at the fame 
place at the rate of two thoufand. 

The Poncho keeps off thcrain, and defends from the wind; 
it fervcs for a bed covering at riight, and for a carj^ct in the 
country. All ihefe drcifes may b: ktvx in the plates. 

The Spaniards live in a very plain manner. The men, who 
are not bufied in trade, rife very late, as well as tlve women. 
The (laves, negro women, or n^ulatoes, prepare the Mate\ 
■while their mafters are drelTing, who put the reed into their 
mouths, almoft before they have jnit their feet into their Dip- 
pers* The men afterwards fit llill with their arms folded, till 
they take it in their heads to converfe, and fmoke a cigaU with 
their neighbours. Four or five of them fometiracs Hand toge- 
ther 
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ther at the door of a houfe, talking and fmoking; Others 
mount their horfes, and go out, not to take a ride about the 
country, but through the ftrcct. If tliey have a fancy for 
it, they get off their horfes, mix with any company they 
meet, goflip for two hours without faying any thing of 
confequence, fmoke, take fonie MaU'y then mount their horfes 
Again ; who has been all tliis while (landing as Hock lUll as a 
wooden horfe, without being faftened, and as if he was liftning 
to the conversation. Sometimes there are as many horfes 
as men. 

During this intciva!, tlie women remain feated on a ftool at 
the bottom of iheir apaitment ; having under their feet next to 
the floor a mat made of reeds, and over the mat fome cloaks 
of the favages, or ikins of tigers. There they play upon the 
guitar, or upon any other inilrument, which they accompany 
with the voice ; or they take the MaU\ while the negro womett 
afe drefling the dinner in the lame room. 

About half an hour after twelve, or one o'clock, the dinner is 
ferved up ; this confifts of beef dreffed in various ways, but 
always with a great quantity of pimento and fefran. Sometimes 
ragoos of mutton are brought up, which they call Carnero j and 
ibmetimes fifh, but veiy leldom any poultry, which is rather 
fcarce. There is great plenty of game, but the Spaniards do not 
go in qucft of it, as that would be too fatiguing. The defcrt is 
compofed of fwectmeats. 

Immediately afier dinner, both maftcrs and flavcs indulge in 
the Sicfta, that is, they lie down ; fomciimes ihey undicfs them- 
fclves and go to bed, where they (Icep for two or thicc hours. 
Workmen, who live by (he labour of tiicir hands, do not deny 
themlelves thcfc Iiours of indulgence. A great paitof the day 
being thus lo(l, this is the reafon of their doing but little work, 
aiid makes all handicrafts excelhvely dear. This circumftancc 
Rjay alio proceed from the plenty of money thcic is here. 

It is not furprizing they Ihould be indolent and l.uy. Their 
meat cells them only the trouble of killing, fkinning. and cut- 
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tkig up th« ox to drefs it. Bread is vety cheap. The Ikins of 
oxen ftnd cows ferve to, make them all kinds of facks, to corer 
part of tlieir houfcs, and for a thoufand other purpofes, for which 
different forts of materials are ufed in Burope. Thefe ikins are 
fo common, that many flips of them are found fcattered here 
and there along the ftrcets the leaft frequented, it theifquares, 
and upon the walls of the gardens. 

; Few of thefe gardens are cultivated, though there is one be- 
longing to e£(ch houfe. The ground is ^ left. > fallow. I faw but 
one garden tolerably well kept, and this undoubtedly was becaufe 
the gardener was an Englifhmanj Vegetables therefore are 
fcarce here. The plant they cultivate the moft is the fefran or 
Carthamum, for their foup and fauces. 

* It is very common among them to keep ^ miftrefs. Thofe 
who h^Lve children by them, give thefe ihildren a kind of legi- 
timacy,' by acknowledging themfelvest pobJickiy to be their 
fathers : after which, thefe children inherit nearly as the legitimates 
do. There is no ignominy fixed upon illegitimate births ; be- 
cAuie the laws authorize them fo far, as even to beflow the title 
of gentlemen -to baflards-: in which' thefe laws Appear more 
agreeable to humanity, hot marking die innocent fuffer for the 
guilty. . . 

I have ob&rved, while I was at mafs, that the Chaffuble was- 
compofed only of three flips of fluff, fewed together lengthways, 
without being in the form of a crofs. The middle flip only is 
of a different colour from the other two. During the time of 
mafs, one of the inhabitants plays upon the harp, in a gallery : 
this harp certainly ferves inftead of an organ. I faw no par- 
ticular demonftration of devotion, but that of flriking their 
breafls pretty hard five or Cix different times, from the beginning 
of the fervice till after the communion. Thc-Rofary is much 
in ufe here j and the Ave Maria is almoft the only prayer they 
fay. Many of them wear the Rofary round their necks. The 
Tortuguefe of St. Catherine's ifland, white men, negroes, and 
mulatoes, had likewife almoil all of them Rofaries ; fome wore 
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them outwardly, efpecially the blacks, the others wore them 
under their cloaths. They are alfo very devoutly inclined to the 
fcapulary of mount Carinel ; which is worn by both men and 
women. They think the fcapulai-y and the Avillas will prcfcrve 
them from all dangers, and infure their eternal faWation. Tl ey 
are fcrupulous only about the externals of devotion. Theie 
Avillas which one fees hanging at their necks arc a kind of fca 
chefnur, rcfembling a Eat round bean, of the fize of a half- 
crown, and two lines and a half in thickncfs; the fkin is gra- 
nated, and very finely fliagreened, of a pale chcfnut colour j at 
its circumference there is a black band, which almoft fgrrounds 
it. I picked up a great many of them on the lea coall, at the 
jiland of St. Catherine, without knowing what they were : and 
1 have ktn many of them mounted in filver, at a goldfmith's 
fhop in Montevideo. He told me, that when it was worn round 
the neck it preferved from infectious air and witches. 

At each altar there is a veil which reaches from top to bot- 
tom, always hanging before the principal image, in the fame 
manner as that they place in France before the hoft, when taken 
out of the* tabernacle, during the time of a fermon or a dif- 
courfe. This veil always remains. At the beginning of niafs, 
the (Iring which fallens the veil is pulled up, and the veil raifed 
like a curtain, fo as to difcovcr the image : when mais is over, 
the veil is let down again. 

Two days after failing from Cape Frehel, near St. Malo, wc 
put into a fmall barrel of water a liquor which had been given 
us by M. Segiiin, a chymill, who lives in the rue des po/lest. P^'-'^ 
de lEjlrapade^ at Paris, as a prefervative of fwcct water from 
corruption, as well by-fea as by land, and as having the pro- 
perty not only of preventing, but likevviie of curing the Tea 
fcurvy. As we had hirhcito kept the water we brought with us 
from St. Malo's, fweet ; we now compared it with the other, and 
finding no difference, wc determined not to open this calk again, 
in wiiich we had put the Uquor, till the fre(h water Oiould un- 
dergo fomc tonfiderable change. 
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The vei7 night in which the ftoi*m obliged us to lie at the 
Governor's, it produced more fatal confequences, at the diRance 
of two cannon (hot from our frigates. The thunder was very 
louH, and the lightning fell upon the Spanifli veiFcl the St. Barbe, 
which had fiiifted her anchorage two days before, in order to 
be more at hand for failing out of the river with the firft favour- 
able wind. Their change of pofition brought on this accident, 
by which they had one man killed, and fourteen wounded, five 
of whom were dangeroufly hurt ; and their mizen inaft was 
fliattcred. 

The next day we carried to the Governor's houfe, the compafc 
invented by captain Mandillo a Genoele, for finding out the 
longitude. We wanted to make fome obfervations upon lanrf, 
which we had not been able to do upon the veirel all the time 
of our voyage, even when it was calm ; becaufc the fault of this 
compafs, is, that the leaft motion dillurbs the fteadinefs of the 
needle. Duiing a calm, even when it lies quite even, it is more 
Oi" lefs agitated. Notwithftanding all poflible care was taken to 
preferve this compafs, yet the damp of the fea air, which pene- 
trates every where, had afFeded the needles, fo as to make them 
a littk rufly at the center, and near the parts which keep them 
in cquilibrio. They had therefore loft that property which is 
neceflary, and their magnetic virtue was likewife fomcwhat im- 
paired. We cleaied them from the ruft, and recovered their 
magnetic |)owcrs; but we remitted our obfervations till another 
day, bccaufe it was now late, and we left the inftrument with 
the Governor. 

On this occafion we exprelTcd our aftonifliment to the Go- 
Tcrnor, that the inhabitants of Montevideo fliould not think of 
procuring themfelves Hiade in their gardens, and other extenfive 
places, by planting of trees ; and we mentioned our furprize 
alio at obferving, that the country feemed totally deprived of 
that benefit. He told us there were fome trees along fide the 
rivers, and that a country houfc which he had at the diftancc 
of about two leagues from the city wa« well furni/hed with 
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fTicm. He propofcd a party to go there on horlcback the next 
day in the afternoon, after dining with him. We accepted 
of the ride with an intent not ojily of feeing the country,* 
but at the fame time to convince ourfdves of the many won- 
deiful and incredible things he and many others had told us of 
the horfes of Paraguay. 

The parly being concUided on, the Governor took upon him- 
k\( to provide us with a fufficient number of horfes, which were 
to be ready about three or four o'clock. 

The vicar had invited me to dine with liira that day, in com- 
pany With MefT. Duclos, the two brothers, firft and fccond cap- 
tain, M. de Bclcourt, the paymafter of the Spanifli troops, a 
Fleming wlw fpoke the French language well, and tlie two 
fons of M. Duclos the elder. We went there, and during the 
whole dinrier time, a mulatto played upon the harp. About the 
middle of dinner, another man, whom they called a civilized 
Indian, jVuKd the former and accompanied him with his guitar. 
Then the vicar, who was the only ecclcfiaftic in town, called 
in foiu* or dve little blacks about eight or ten years old, 
and as many negro girls of the fame age. He made them dance 
to the found of his inftruments, and the catiancts they had in 
their hands. The children acquitted themfclves with furprifing 
agility and clevernefs. One circumftance a little tirefome in thele 
Indian dances, is, that alnioll all llic fame motions are repeated 
in every dance. It muft alio be allowed that there is no great 
variety in the tunes they fmg or play. The mufick of fome of 
them, efpecially of the Sapateo is pricked down in Fiezier's 
account of a voyage to the South Sea. 

They Knew in jthis country, not only what the King of Por- 
tugal had done againA the Jefuits in his dominions, but alfo 
what the parliaments of France, and the government, had en- 
acted againll this fociety. The vicar dcfired mc to give him iu 
writing an account of what was repi dented in that famous 
picture found among the Jcfuils at Billom, in Auvcrgne, at the 
time when an inventory was there taken of the fuiniture arul 
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cfFe^s of thofc fathers, after the condemnation and fuppretlion 
of their inftituiion in 1762, and 1763 ; and the iccularizatiou 
^f its members. 1 fatisfied his curiolity with regard to this au- 
thentic monument of Jefuitical folly. This vicar is a man of 
good fenfc, and generally beloved. He has thirty (laves, negroes 
and negro- women, great and fniall. It is his pleafure always 
to have fomebody to dine with him. He gives his company a 
heaity welcome, and treats them well. He looks upon all his 
flavcs as his children, and is beloved by them. He educates 
them well in order to give them afterwards their liberty, with 
forty or fifty cows or oxen, to put them in a way of keeping up 
their freedom. But he pays a particular regard, I may indeed 
fay, he fhews an uncommon degree of aftcclion, for a little 
mulatto, almoft white, who is the fon of one of his mulatto 
flaves, as he was pleafed to fay by an Irifh officer, but who bears 
in all ihe features of his face the ftrongeft marks of being the 
vicar's own fon. He told us he intended to fend him into 
France to ftudy, and to make a phyfician of him. The child 
is at prefent fevcn years old. When there is company, he makes 
him dine by himfelf, and when there is nobody, often with 
him. He has already fettled five find twenty thoufand piaflers 
upon him. His living, and his own private income bring hinj 
in about four thoufand, and he is now about fixty years old. 

We were waited on at table by four negro women, by the 
mother of the little mulatto, who is alfo a mulatto, and by an 
Indian woman the wife of a Cacique, taken at the colony of 
St. Sacrament from the Portiigucfc, in the laft iiege the Spa- 
niards laid 10 it. Thefe women were all with chdd, though 
neither of them was married except the Indian, who knew not 
wheilier her hulband was alive or dead. Neither men nor 
women in this country, arc in the lead fcrupulous upon this 
article. 

At the dcfcrt, McfT. de Bougainville, dc Nerville, and THuUHer 
dc la Scrre, came to meet us ; and we all went together to the 
Governor's houfe, where we found horfes ready for us. The 
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<Jovernor's lady, drefled like an Amazon, and having a gold 
laced hat on, cocked after the military fafliion, put hetfclf at 
the head of our cavalcade, mounted upon a beautiful horfe, 
whofe value anfwered to his appearance. M. de BongainvilJe*s 
horfe was equally fine. With a kind of doubled pace, which 
refembled ambling, they always left us behind. It was all we 
could do to keep with them, fome of us trotting, others on a 
canter. We continued this pace till we reached the country 
houfc, which we did not do till more than a full hour after our 
firll letting out, though they told us it was no more than one 
league diftant from Montevideo, 

Father Rock, a Francifcan, was here waiting for us, with the 
Governor's fon, a child of three years and a half, to whom this 
father was preceptor. We found a plentiful collation ready for 
us i and after drinking a glafs, merely on account of the heat of 
the weather, we went to fee the Governor's orchard, which he 
called a wood. 

This country feat is nothing extraordinary with regard to the 
boufe; which confifts of one fingle ground floor, as all the 
other houfcs do; on account of the violent winds, very frequent 
in this country, which might blow them down if they were built 
higher. The only remarkable thing here is a tolerably pretty 
room, which however has no other ornament than fome geogra- 
phical maps, fixed on the bare wall, and fome wooden chairs 
covered with leather, which is figured with flower work. 

At the diltance of two or three gun fliots from the houfe, the 
orchard is planted ; this confifts of apple, pear, peach, and fig 
trees, difpofcd in alleys, which are not veiy regular, except the 
middle walk, which reaches from one end of the orchard to the 
other, and is about a mile and a half in length. A pretty con- 
fiderabie brook winds through the orchard; which has probably 
hindered the walks from being cut ftrait. They are however 
extremely rural, on account of the number of tall, as well as 
low plants growing in them without cultivation. The balm, 
elpccially abounds there, I acquainted the Governor^ M. Bdia^ 
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and another officer, with its virtues. They were the more 
pleafcd with my account, as the plant is extremely plentiful ia 
this country, and they thought it might perhaps be ufed inftcad 
of the MatL 

The trees wercfo laden with fruit, that moft of the branches, 
enable to fupport the weight, were already broken. We advifed 
the Governor to have the others fupported with props, more 
cfpecially as he told us, that all thcfe fruits were of the bed and 
moft -excellent kind. We could not judge of this ourfelvcs, as 
the time of their being ripe, was not till the end of February; 
at prefent however they had an exceeding fine appearance. 

One might make a delightful walk of this orchard ; but the 
Governor docs not employ any body about it, becaufe it is 
his intention to return to Europe, where he propofea to fix 
entirely. 

As we were coming back, I fpoke to father Roch, and held a 
converfation with him in Latin, upon fevcral points of philo- 
fophy ; which I foon found he had only ftudied in Ariftotle's 
fchool, both by the barbarous and obfolete terms he made ufe 
of, and by the fyftem he followed. He indeed confefled himfdf 
to be much attached to it. He told me, he was a Peripatetic 
and a Scotifl, and would remain fi all bis life. He fpoke pretty 
good Latin, and with facility. The greatcft difficulty to me was 
his pronunciation of u as ou, and his manner of pronouncing 
the g, which the Spaniards always lofc in their throat?, pro- 
j^ouncing it nearly as an afpirate. Befides the attention this 
required of me in order to underftand him, I was alfo obliged 
ro confider of what I had to fay, and at the fame time to endea- 
vour to catch his pronunciation, without which, be might not 
perhaps have comprehended me. A few days before, for the 
firft time, I had been exa^ly in this fituation with him. Having 
beard that he was a man of learning, I had been to pay him 
a vifit at his convent. I inquired for him, in the Latin tongue, 
of one of his brethren who opened me the door. He made me 
a fign to walk in, without anfwering a fingle word. I went in, 
7 and 
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and meeting with three more brethren, I inquired for father 
Roch in the lame language; and one of thcni anfwercd me only, 
Paare hraire Rocb f Juoras, This was alt I could get out of 
him. On this occafion as on many others I felt how difagrce- 
ablc it was for a traveller to be unacquainted with the language 
of the country he is in. Tiie want of comprehending exactly 
•what others fay ; and the being obliged to be filent, when one 
l^as fomething of confequence to fay, for fear of not being 
rightly undcrftood, is a fituation worfe than that of a deaf man, 
who has at IcaA the fatisfaftion of fpeaking, and making him* 
fe]f underflood. 

On returning a fecond time to the convent, I had the good 
fortune to meet with the fuperior, who anfwercd me in good 
Latin, which he fpokc, though with fome little hefitaiion. He 
brought me into his cell, where we converfed together for a full 
half hour, after which father Roch came and joined us. In the 
courfe of this converfation, he informed me of fome remedies, 
the fuccefs of which he had k^xi in repeated experiments. I 
give the receipts of fome of them here, that any perfon who 
thinks proper may have an opportunity of trying them. 

Extraft from the fuller's thiftle, a worm which is always 
found in it when it is ripe. Rub this worm between the thumb 
and fore-finger, prcQing it gently till it dies through weaknefs. 
One or other of thcfe two fingers applied to the tooth will 
have, at Icaft'for a whole year after, the property of removing 
the pain. 

The Farcy tn Horjes. 
At the end of autumn collcdt the bearded protuberances, or 
kinds of chefnuts belonging to the eglantine : bruife the worm 
you will find in them, and make the horfe fwallow it in a glafs 
of wine, or any other liquid j then cover him up warm. 
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A foundered Horfe, 
Let him take one or two ipoonfulls of common fait, in half 
a pint of common water. 

Maligtiatit Fevers. 
Under each fole of the patient's feet, apply a tench quite alive, 
without flitting them, or doing them any injury. Bind them on 
with linen rollers, take them off at the end of twelve hours, 
taking care if pofliblc, not to infpirc the fmcU that comes from 
tlitni, then bury them quickly, or throw them down the houfe 
of office ; and the patient will foon recover. 

^ivfey. 
Take as many earth worms alive as will make up the iize of 
an ^ggi put them between two pieces of thin muflin, and apply 
them round the patient's bare throat. Renew the application 
every three hours for two days fucceffively. 

Bleeding of the nofe. 
Put into the patient's two noftriis, or behind both his cars^ 
a fmall quantity of hair taken from the private parts of the fex 
different from the patient j and the blood will ftop ahiioft in- 
fiantaneoufly. 

An infallible flaifler fir bringing out the fmalUpox "when it has beat 

driven in. 
Take feme rye meal j mix it up with fome rain water, feme, 
verjuice, a new laid egg, and half an ounce of orpiment finely 
powdered. Beat the whole well together, and fpread it upon 
blotting paper. Sprinkle it with cloves in powder, and apply 
this poultice to the foles of the feet ; it mufl be left there for the 
fpace of four and twenty hours, then taken off, and thrown 
quickly into the fire» 

Flusr 
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Fluor Alhus* 
Bruife the leaves of the plant called moufe-car, and fquccze 
out the juice to the qi:antity of two ounces, which the patient 
muft take fafting, in a cup of broth, or a glafs of white wine. 
The dofe muft be repeated for fonie days fucceffively, after fonsc 
purging phyfic has been given to the patient; who will feed 
only u|)on meats of eafy digeflion, and will abftain from all 
Jcind of excefs. The father affured mc that this medicine hacl 
cured women in five or fix days, who had been afflicted, witH 
this difordcr for eight or ten years* 

Jmmodtrate Menflrual Flux; 
Torrefy, upon a new earthen plate, or upon the fire-fliovet 
well cleaned, as much hair, taken from the private parts of a 
healthy middle aged man, as one can hold between the finger 
and thumb. Reduce it to powder; and let the patient take it 
fafting in a glafs of good red wine. For a fupprcffion of the 
menfes it muft be taken in white wine. The remedy may be 
repeated a fecond time. 

Swelled Glands and other fcropbuhm I'umors, 
Apply one or two dead plantain leaves to them. Renew the 
application, with frefh plantain, twice a day. At the fame time,, 
let the patient take, every morning fafting, a warm infufion o£ 
walnut-tice leaves> in the fame manner as tea. 

CcliCi and Stitch in ibe Side, 
Let the root of the fun-flower be applied under the armpit of 
the fame fide where the pain is. As foon as it is grown warm* 
there the colic goes off. This application was tiied with fuc-- 
cefs in an obftinate ftitch of the fide.. 

Exoflojis* 
Flatten a ball, which has killed an animal, and apply it im^- 
mediately upon the part affe£led. 

Falff^ 
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Boil fome radiflies in water, with ai^iiall quantity of gin, and 
drink it for common drink. One njay alio put radiflies into th^ 
Ibup inftcad of common fgup lierbs. 

Ulcers* 
Chew the dried treadles of flieep, and apply them by way of 
of poultice to the fore. Let the application be renewed morning 
and evening. 

Cancer and Ulcers* 
Put a large live toad into a new earthen pot, and over it put 
two ounces of rolls of fulphur in powder. Lute the pot well, 
and calcine the whole. Apply the aihes to the cancer. 

Corns and Warts, 
After having fcratclied them and taken off the hard part, rub 
them well with the niu/hrooms which grow naturally upon a 
<iunghiih 

Pains after Cbild-birtb, 
Boil two new laid eggs, and put' into each of them a piece 
of fugar in powder, as big as a filbert i mix it well with the 
yoiks, and let the lying-in woman take it, drinking over it a 
glai's of good wine daihed wilh a Uule water. 

7i pr&taQtc the Difc barge of the Lochia < 
Put two drachms of flower of fulphur into two glafles of 
boiling water, let this boil for a few minutes, then drain it 
through a linen rag, and let the liquor be taken. 

j^a jfmulet againfi the Ealliag Sickaefu 
Put into a crucible, upon a (low fire, one ounce of Spani£h 
mercury, or mercury fcparatcd from cinnabcr. When the mer- 
cury acquires a little heat, and begins to fimmer, throw in one 
drachm of filver beaten very thin, and ftir the whole well with 
a rod of iron, a little heated. Afterwards remove the crucible 
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quickly from the fire, ancT pour out the contents, leaving them 
to grow cold, pQt this amalgama into a fmall leathern bag> 
clofely fowcd up. Fallen this bag round the neck with a firing, 
fo as it fhouW fall upon the pit of the Aomach, where it muft 
be conftantly worn. Before this amulet is applied, the patient 
muft be blooded in the cephalic vein, at the new moon. The 
bleeding muii be repeated, at the new moon, the two following, 

months. 

Broncbocek, 
Apply fome common fait, well dried and a little warm, to- 
4hc tumor. When the fait grows damp, let it be taken off^ 
well dried, and then applied again j this procefs is to be re- 
peated till the diforder is cured. 

Specis en the Eyes, 
Take of dragon's blood, of fuccotrine aloes, and* of myrrfi, 
equal qirantitics, and let them all be very finely powdered. Mis 
a fuSicicnt quantity of this powder with the yolk of a new laid 
egg, {o as to form a plaifter, which is to be applied to the tem- 
ple on the fame fide as the eye afFe6led. When the plaifter falls- 
off of itfelf, put another on, and continue in this manner till 
the cure is completed.. 

Pain in the Tcft&f and Bow to make them fall out witbouf 

Pain, 
Put into the hollow of the tooth three drops of fpirit of fal' 
ammoniac, and a fmall bit of cotton over it. 



Corns in the feet. 
Take off the indurated part, without making them bleed, 
then apply feveral times, the red fedimcnt found at the bottom 
of a chamber pot, when the urine has been left any time in 
k. Then cover them with a piece of thin leather, repeating this 
till the corns are removed. 

Fluxion' 
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Fluxion in the Breafl. 
Set a pint of good cow's milk upon the fire > when it boiU 
fltim it two or three times, then throw in a large glafs of good 
Spanifli wine, and after it has boiled up twice, take it from the 
iire. When the milk is turned, fVrain off the whey througli a 
linen rag, and let the patient drink a fmall glafs full of it warm 
evciy quarter of an hour. 

7i brifig about the Delivery of a dead Child. 
Take fome of the feed of the greater burdock, reduce it to 
powder, and let the patient take one drachm of it in a glafe 
of wine. 

Coni:uI/ions in Children caufed by l*tetbing. 
Cut fome of the root of wild valerian into fmall pieces. 
String them like the beads of a necklace, fo as to make a neck- 
lace of them for the child ; who is to wear it 'till the teeth 
have pierced the gum. The application may be renewed every 
fortnight. 

Dropfy. 
Let the patient take, faftlng, as much of the mifletoe of eg- 
lantine in powder as will cover a farthing, after it is infufcd the 
whole night in a glafs of white wine, which is alfo to be taken. 
Half of this dofe only is given to women and children* This 
jncdicine was communicated to me by a Lieutenant of our fri» 
gate named Le Roy. He told me his father had tried it fe- 
vcral times, and with fuccefs, 

Hyfleric Vapours, 
Rub the infide of a faucer with garlic laid on very thick. 
Then apply the fide rubbed with garlic to the navel. Hold it 
on 'till it flicks, and let it not be removed till it falls off of 
itfelf. 

FiJIuia 
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Fifiula of all Kindi. 

Take the leaves of St. John's wort, of the Icfler wormwood, 
and of the round birthwort, ofeach one handful; fuccotrine aloes, 
and myrrh in powder, of each one ounce. Let the whole be in- 
f afed in two quarts of good white- wine, in a pot well glazed, and 
ftrongly luted upon a gentle heat, for three quarters of an hour : 
let it afterwards boil for a quartet: of an hour: ftrain off the 
liquor when cold, and add to it one pint of good fpiiit of 
wine. Keep the whole in a bottle well corked. 

This liquor is to be injeded into the HAula Eve or fix times a 
day, applying a tent or comprcfs dipped in the fame to the 
wound. This lemedy has been tried feveral times fuccelsfully* 
by M. Duvernay, a furgeon of Chambery. 

Tor I^sforders of the Eyes^ even the Gutta Serena^ en Opibalmic i^on^^ 

derful in its EffiEli. 
Take thirty-one live cray-fifh, caught precifely when the fun 
And moon arc in Cancer, and not at any other lime. Take alio 
of the roots, ftalks, leaves and flowers of the celandine, gathered 
before fun-iife, as much as will equal the weight of the cray- 
fifh. When all this has been well pounded together in a wooden 
or ftone mortar, add of fennel-feed one ounce, of bean flower 
and camphor each half an ounce; cloves, hepatic aloes, pre- 
pared tutty, ail in powder, of each two drachms. Mix the whole 
well in a mortar, and divide it afterwards into three parts. Put 
one of the parts into an alembic, and didil in 6. M. till it is 
dry ; take out tlie rcfiduura, prcfcrve it, and put a fccond part 
of the compofition into the alembic, together with the water 
drawn off from the firft didillation. Diilil this again till it is 
dry. Take out the refiduum a fecond time, keep it, and put in, 
in its flead, the third part of the compofition, with all the water 
diftilled. Let the difliliation be repeated a third time. After- 
wards calcine the three refiduums in a clofc veffcl, extraft the 
fait by diffolution, filtration, and evaporation, fecundum ar- 
Unu Let the ialt obtained be added to tlie dillilled water, and 
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after the whole has digeftcd on a flow fire, keep the liquor in a 
bottle well corked. 



, Method of ufvg the foregoing AppUcation* 

Let the patient be purged at leaft twice witli a mild cephalic 
medicine, leaving the interval of a day between the twodofes; 
and if he is plethoric he muft be blooded once at the decline of 
the moon. Two or three drops of this collyrium are afterwards 
to be introduced into the eye morning and evening, with the 
black feather of a fowl's wing, and let a flight comprefs dipped 
in the liquor be applied over the eye* 

During the ufe of this remedy, which mufl: be continued about 
forty days for a gutta fcrena, one mufl: be careful to keep the 
ix)dy open. For this purpofe, if it fliould be nctcflary, glyflcrs 
may be ufcd, compofed of river water only warmed. All nne* 
lancholy things, and employments of too fcrious a nature, are alfa 
to be avoided ; and the patient muft likcwifc abftain from 
fpiccs, fait meats, fcllery, flrong liquors, and in general from 
all excefles in eating, drinking, fitting up, 6cc, For other diP- 
oiders in the eyes, the collyrium is to be continued till th« 
cure is completed. 

An excellent and afmofl univerfai Balfaml 
Put into a glazed earthen pan, which will bear the 6rev 
and which holds about five or dx quarts of water, three pints 
of fine olive oil, half a pound of frefti yellow wax, cut into 
fmall pieces, half a pint of rofc water, three pints of good 
red wine, and two ounces of red faunders in powder. Let 
the whole boil together for half an hour, ftirring the mixture 
all the while with a wooden fpatula. When this is done, throw 
in a pound of fine Venice tui*pcntine, not of the common forf, 
with four ounces of good honey, and two drachms of camphor 
in powder. The finer fort of Venice turpentine is not fharp to 
the tongue, and has no difagrecable fmell ; it is white and not 
ycHow. Mix the whole together by ftirring it well with the 
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fpatula for one or two minutes : take the pan off the fire, flrain 
the balfata through a linen rag, and let it be kept in earthen 
pots. 

Vfe 9f rhf foregoing Bal/am. 
•For wounds, ulcers, mortifications, contufions, burns, rheu^ 
matic and other pains, the part afFeded is firft either waflied or 
fomented with a little warm red wioe j afterwards the part is 
very freely anointed with the Balfam, and a piece of blotting- 
paper fteeped in it is applied. This drefling is repeated morning 
and evening. If the wound penetrates any of the cavi^es of the 
body, the balfam is to be thrown up with a fyringe. and the pa- 
tient mufl take a drachm and a half, or two drachms of it, ia 
each bafon of broth, or in fomc decodion of vulnerary herbs. 
The fame doze of this medicine may alfo be taken in the pleu- 
rify, the cfiolic, and other internal pains, taking care at the lame 
time to apply it warm externally, rubbing it in on the part 
where the pain isfeated^ i have tried this Balfam and always 
with foccds. 

For an inrjeieraie HeaJ-acb, caufed hy a Fluxion of Humours^ and 

for an Hydrocephalus* 
Pound, in a wooden or ftone mortar, ^en or twelve tops of 
vervain, with fome rye-meal, and five, or fix, or more whites of 
eggs : the vervain may be omitted. Make a cataplafm of this, 
which muft be applied to the nape of the neck, and over the 
fhoulders, fo as to cover almoft the whole fc^ipula. Let a fine nap- 
kin four times double be laid over it, and Jet it be left on for Gx or 
e^ght houi^s. If the patient is not then cured, a (econd poultice 
of the fame Icind is to be applied, which is to be left on as long 
as the other, or thereabouts. It very feldom happens that a third 
poultice is ncccflary. The patient muft afterwards be purged. 
Tiiis poultice is equally beneficial in rheumatifms. 
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A tmi/l Afibma^ Ccldsy and Dlfirdtn of the Bt'ca^. 

In an earthen or very clean copper pan, let one pound of ripG 
jumper berries, well bruifcd, beboifed for half an hour, with a 
pound of frefh unfaltcd butter, which has not been wafhed. 
Then let the butter be fh'ained off, with a very ftrong expreflion • 
of the juniper berries. To the quantity drained offi add aa 
equal weight of the befl honey, and let it be put upon an ex- 
ceeding fiow fire *iill it has acquired the confiftcnce of a fyrup, 
which is to be prcferved in cailhen pots. The bigncls of a 
fmall nut, or the value of a tea-fpoonful, is to be taken in the 
morning fafVing, fuffcring it to melt in the mouth like a lozenge. 
The fame doze is to be repeated at night going to bed. When 
the difordcr is dangerous, a third dofe may be taken three or four 
hours after dinner. 

In common difcirdcrs of the breaft the juniper berries may be 
left out. 

All thefe remedies have not been communicated to rac by the 
Francifcan father whom I have before mentioned ; but having 
feen the good effects of almoft all thofe I have given before, I 
have been very glad of this opportunity of making them known 
for the good of the public. 

The day after our party of pleafure into the country, which I 
have fpoken of, four Indians or Natives of the country came to 
prefent themfclves to the Governor, while we wax with him ex- 
amining Captain Mandillo's compafs. As foon as the Governor 
faw them coming into his court-yard, he had all the doors of his 
rooms fhut up. Upon our aiking him the reafon of this, he 
told us, that the room would he infected for eight days, if they 
were fuffered to come into it ; and that the fmell which ex- 
haled from them fijied itielf even on the walls. This fmell pro- 
ceeds from their anointing their bodies with a certain kind of 
oil and greafe to prcferve themfclves from infefls. 

Thcfc Indians finding the door flvjt, came up to the window 
where we were, and one of thcni pulled out of a bag made of 
a tiger*s Ikin, a pftper wi ittcn and folded up, which he preicnted. 
7 The 
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The Governor received and read it, being written in the Spanifh 
tongoe. It was a certificate, in which fcvcral Spanilh Governors 
declared fucceffively, that the bearer of it was of the race of their 
Caciques or Princes, and that he himfelf was the chief of a vil- 
lage. The Governor returned the certificate, and the Indians 
afked him by figns for a flieet of paper indead of the one which 
before held tlie certificate, and which was now worn out in the 
the folds by much ufe: the paper was Immediately given to hinir 
It is moft probable that thcfe Indians were unacquainted with 
the Spanifli language, as they did not attempt to fpeak a finglc 
word of it. A Spanifti officer told us, that they had fpokcn the 
Paraguay language, mixed with that of the Indians, in the 
neighbouring parts. They had no other drefs than a kind t)f 
clokc made of fevcral deer ikins with the hair on, fewcd together, . 
fo as to form a long fquare pretty much like a napkin. It is • 
faftcned about the fhoulders with two (Vraps; and appears as in ■ 
the plate. The fide next the Ikin was white, and painted red and 
blue grey in fquarcs, rhombuflcs, and triangles, the difpofal of 
which forms various compaitmcnts, according to the fancy, I fup- 
pofe, of the pcrfon who is to wear it, or of the painter, Thefe 
Indians often come into thfe town in companies of five, fix, eight' 
or ten, bringing their wives along with them; Tbcir dwelling- 
places are not more than fix or kvcn leagues dirtant from Monte- 
video, where they come to drink wine or brandy. As they 
have no coin among them, they give their little facks of tiger 
Ikins, their clokcs, fometimcs the ikins of wild beafts they have 
killed, but more commonly thofe they have fewed together to 
cloaih themfelves with. They give them almoft for nothing ; 
for they exchange one of thefe kinds of clokcs, compofcd of eight 
deer ik'ms, for a real, which is about fix-pence Englifh, A fack 
of tiger's fkin, fourteen or fifteen inches long and twelve inches 
wide, cofts no more than half a real. When any body has a 
mind for the clokes of thefe IiKlians, it is fufficient to take hold 
of it with one hand, and to offer a real or half a real with the 
otlicr* The Indian immediately unties the ftrap, takes ihe piece 
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of money, furrenders his clokc or little fack, whichever you wacrti'' 
and goes immediately quite naked to the firft lliop he can find to 
drink wine or brandy. 

Their wives do the fame. They have commonly no other. 
clothing than the men, but now and then one kcs fome gf them 
who have a piece of the fame Ikin theii" drefs is made of fastened 
round the wpift with a flrap. 

It is prohibited to fell then) fuch a quantity of wine or brandy 
as will make them drunk, for fear that drunkcnnefs fliould lead 
them iuto forac irregularities. M. dc Bougainville being about 
to give a real to each of the four who came to the Govemor's, 
the Governor deftred him on this account to give them only half 
a dne. Being one day at the vicar's, wc were told that a com* 
pany of eight or nine of them, men and women, were coming 
up to us. The clerk of our frigate immediately going to the 
door with a bit of bread he was eating, one of the Jndians paJT- 
ing by took this bit .of bread from him, flopped a jnoment, then 
eftt it laughing, and afterwards went on to join the xeft of his. 
companipns without fayioga word. They were all of them bare-, 
headed, their feet were naked, and they had. no other cbthing 
befides the cloke already fpoken of. Some of them wore it upon 
their right fhoulder, leaving the left arm and fhoulder bare^ 
others wore it on the oppofite fide. They wear the hair on the 
outfidc when it rains> and on the iaifide when it is .fine wca-' 
tber. 

Such of thefe. Indians as I have fccn, were perfciSIy f^rait and 
well-made, their arms and legs were well (haped, the cheft well 
expanded,- and all the mufcles of their body Hrongly marked 
out. The women were much lefs tlian the men, who were all of 
a. fine fize. The women had, as well as the men, a lively look, 
a round but not a full face, pretty lar^e eyes full of fire, a high 
forehead, a large mouth, and a wide nofc, flattened a little at 
tbe tip i their lips are of a moderate fize and their teeth whitcj 
tiicir hair long, black, and harOi, falling carelefsly about their 
jieck^j and fometimes cyco over their foreheads. As they greafc 
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their l)air as well as th?ir body with different ointments, it is 
glofly; but always in diforder. Thefc ointments however have 
nothing in them more difagreeabic or dirty than the pomatums 
of this country. 

It is faid that when they are firft born they have not that red, 
copper, bronze colour, which is generally fprcad all over their 
Ikin. It is true indeed, that the climate, the action of the air to 
which their fkin, not covered with clothing, is cojitinually ex- 
pofed, the ointments and paint with which they fmear their 
whole body, may contribute, at leaft in a great nieafure, to give 
them this colour. But when we confider that the Negroes ihem- 
felves alfo do not come into the world with their fkin black, 
which however is their proper colour, wc may well imagine that 
the red copper colour of the Indians in South America is alfo 
natural to them. 

The women arc employed in the culture of manioc, and pre- 
paring it to make the caflavi, and their common drink ; they 
are alfo employed in houfehold affairs, whch confift only in fow- 
ing together deer and other beafts fkins, which both men and 
women ufe for their clothing, and in preparing victuals for 
themfclves and the men, who fpcnd all their time in hunting, 
iiihing, and riding out on horfcback ; and indeed they are moft 
excellent horfemen. The old men prefide in each hamlet of huts, 
and ftay at home with the young lads and girls, who have not 
yet acquired ftrength enough for any laborious work. Their 
form of government confifts entirely in refpe6ling. iheir elders. 

They arc extremely dexterous at handling the lling, and at the 
management of the lance and the bow : they feldom mils their 
aim with the fling even on horfcback and at full fpeed. A fierce 
bull, a tiger, or any other animal, or even a man himfelf, 
though ever fo watchful, can hardly cfcape them. As it is necef- 
fary that the halter, which is the name they give it, fliould con- 
fine the animal they have a mind to feize, they pu(h their horfe 
at him ftrongly, fo as throw the halter in fuch a manner tliat 
the animal finds himfelf dragged away with fo much ra2>idity 
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that he has not time either to dlfentanglc or defend himlelf. Ia 
^heir private quarrels with one another, they alfo ufc thefe i1ing$. 
and a half lance. The only method of avoiding this fling, if ia 
an open plain, is to lie down all along u[}on the ground, as foon 
as they take the inflrument in hand, and to keep clofe to the 
earth. Another method of avoiding it is, by Aicking one'« felf 
^lofe to a tree, or to the wall. 

Thefe halters or flings are cut out of bulls hides. They twift 
this ftrap, and make it flexible by grcafing and ftretching it out, 
till it is reduced to half a finger's breadth. Ncverthelcfe it is 
fo ftrong that a bull cannot break it, and it refifts more than a 
hempen cord would do, which would alfo be Icfe flexible, and 
therefore lefs fit for this purpofe. 

One can hardly get the fltins of tigers and other wild bca/b 
^ny otherwife than from the Indians. Nevcrthclcfs they are not 
dear, though rather fcarce at Montevideo. One of the fined of 
them may be bought for two or three piafters. I bought a very 
beautiful tiger's flcin of a middling fize, fowcd nip in form of a 
bag, for a piece of eight. The Indians kill but few tigers, though 
Ihey eat them i becaufe they make ufe of thefe flcins only for 
the little bags I have mentioned. Jn tliefe bags they carry the 
•cafTavi root, which ferves for their nouriflimcnt, and the heads 
*of their arrows, which they do not fafl^n to the reeds, till they 
are going to make ufe of them. This head of the arrow 
Jias the figure and fize of a laureMeaf, when much lengthened 
^ut at the two extremities. They fix it into the reed by cither 
tend indiiierenUy, becaufe it is pointed and fliarp at both extremi- 
ties. Thcfc arrows are the more fatal, as the head of them, 
jiot being firmly fixed, remains in the wound, upon attempting 
to draw out the reed. 

When they want to catch an animal in the fling, they ride 
after him at full gallop, holding the horfes bridle in one hand, 
and in the other the fling, which they throw at the neck, legs, 
or horns of the animal. When it is a furious or wild beaft three 
or four of them together ride after him, each laying hold of a 
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5imb In the fling» then fepaiating, one to the right and another 
to the left, the fling is tightened by this means, and another 
of them comes up without danger, either to kill the animal with 
his half lance, or tatie him and bring him away. 

The Indians have other methods of hunting, which arc dc- 
fcribed in the accounts of feveral authors, efpccially hi M. 
Murat6rVs work on the Paraguay. 

I fhall take this opportunity of acquainting the public, that 
M. Muratori's book is entirely written from the memoirs fur- 
nished him by the Jefuits or fomc of their people, who were 
certahily fo much concerned as not to be willing to inform the 
public of all their tranfa^ions. Some Spanifh ofiicers of credit, 
fent from the court of Madrid to Paraguay, in tiie time of the 
divifion of the refpeftive pofTeflions of the courts of Spain and 
Portugal, have aflured me, that all the pamphlets they had feen 
in that country relative to the condu*5t of tlie Jefuits, whether 
refpefting the Indians or the Interefts of thefe two kingdoms, 
were always written with a great deal of caution in regard to the 
Jefuits. He alfo told me, tliai one of theie fathers, among the 
chief in the country, had made the following anfwer in his pre- 
fence, to one of the Spaniih general officers, who was cxprclTlng 
his aftonilhment at the obftacles which the Jefuits oppofed to the 
difpofitions concerted and fixed upon between the two courts.- 
«• F have much more reafon to be furprized, that thefe two kings 
fhould make difpofitions for dividing a country which does not 
belong to them. We Jefuits alone have conquered it ; we alone 
have the right to difpofc of it, to keep and defend it, from all» 
and againft all." With fuch principles as thefe, one may eafily 
imagine what the condufl of the Jefuits would be. It is certain 
that the Indians of Paraguay are fubjecls only to this fociety, 
cither at home in their families, or when they go out in arms. 
When the Spaniards lately befieged and took from the Portu- 
guefc the colony of St. Sacrament, which is about thirty leagues 
diflant from Montevideo, they were aflided by about a thoufand 
Indians, at whofc head was a Jefuit, who commanded them in 
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chief, and without vvhofe order» thefe Indians would not hsvt 
advanced ona ftep^ nor have fired a fingle mulket. The Governor 
of Montevideo, who commanded the Spaniards, and feveral other 
ofEcers prefent at this attack, told me, they \yere obliged to fettle 
the plan of operations with the Jefuit, who afterwards gave out 
his orders in his own name to the Indians, who were encaiaped 
feparately from the Spaniards. 

DragocHis are almoft the only troops of that country. Their 
horfes are equipped in the fame manner as at Paragnay. All the 
men wear the Ponchos, which they hnd more convenient than the 
cloke both for the horfe asd his rider. 

The Ponchos, as I have faid before, is a piece of ftuff formed 
like the coverlet of a bed, two or three ells long, and two elb- 
wide. One mufl pafs one's head through a flit in the middle, to 
put it on. It hangs down on both fides, and behind as well as 
before. It is wore on horfeback and on foot. The poor people 
and the negroes never take it off till they go to bed. It doe» 
not hinder them from working, becaufe it may be thrown back 
at the fides over the flioulders -, by which means the arms and 
the fore-part of the body are at liberty. 

This kind of garment is fafhionable on horfeback, even for 
both fcxes, and among pcrfons of all ranks. It is eafy, however, 
to didinguilh ranks and fexes, notwithltanding the funplicity of 
the Ponchos. Riding on horfeback is fo common among the 
women^ that they are as ready and alert at this exercifg as the 
men. The differences by which the rank and fex may be diAin* 
guiflied with regard to the Ponchos, confifi: in the finenefs,. light* 
nefs and richnefs of the fluff. 

The horfes are not fhod in this country. The faddle and fur^ 
niture are alfo different from thofe ufed in Europe. They firft 
put upon the horfe's bare back a piece of coarfe foft fluff, of a loof© 
texture, which they call Scbuaderos \ over that a girth, tl>en a 
piece of flrong leather of the fize of the faddle, which hanging 
6vcr the horfe's crupper fei*ves for houfing. This is called Car- 
ncros. Over this ieatlier is placed the faddle, made like that wc 
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"ufe for pack-horfcs, and over the faddic they throw one or more 
fhcep ikins, fcvved togetlier. This they call the Pet ihn. Above 
all this they put a fecond girth, or furcingle, to fallen the whole. 
The flirrups arc fniall and narrow, for they only put the end 
of the Ihoe into them ; and thofe who go bare-footed, reft only 
the point of the great toe. The bit of the bridle is iron, all of 
one piece, and without fluds. The reins arc compofcd of fe- 
veral fmall ftraps, interwoven with each other, as the firings of 
a bell or clock j and are at leaft lix feet and a half, or fevcn feet 
in length, as they ferve at the fame time for a whip. A fcmi- 
circular bar of iron, attached to Hie fame piece which receives tbc 
horfe's lower jaw, produces the fame efFc6l as the curb. That 
part of the Carncros which projects beyond the faddle, and fails 
upon the crupper, is figured. 

On the 9th inllant, the Governor, the major of the troops, 
and their ladles, came on board the Eagle frigate about noon» 
where we gave them as good a dinner as we could. The aii* of the 
fea, or tlie motion of the fhip, tliough fcarce perceptible, were 
rather troublefome to the major's lady, and made her fo fick, 
that file could neither eat noi* drink any thing, except a couple 
of oranges, and was obliged to quit the cabbin where we were at 
dinner, to go and breathe the frclh air upon deck. This circum- 
ilance rather diiturbcd our entertainment, and obliged the com- 
pany to return to the city very early. 

As we were attending them to ihore in our cutter, we per- 
ccivcd an exceeding fcetid fmcll, much refcmbling the putriil ex- 
halation from the carcafc of an animal that has been dead a 
great while. We thought at firft that it had proceeded from the 
daid body of fome bull, killed and left upon the fiiorc till it was 
putrified, from whence the wind might bring it to us. The Go- 
vernor undeceived us ; affunng us, that it was the exhalation of 
the urine of an animal named ZoriUos, who was cither angry, or 
purfued by fome other animal. 

The Zorillos is of the fize of a wcafel, not quite fo long, with 
jcdd £h ba r, lighter andcr the belly which is almoft giey. Two 
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%*hite lines extend the whole length of the back, forming, from, 
the neck to the tail, almoft an oval, Tlictail is very bufhy^ 
and the animal always keeps it raifed up as the fquirrel does. 
"When he finds himfelf purfued, or is.provoked by any thing, he 
immediately expels his urine, which infects the air, to the ex- 
tent of more than a mile and a half, witli an almoft infupportable 
fmell of carrion. We perceived this fmcU two or three times 
while we wcic on board our frigate, though we were more thaii 
four miles and a half diftant from land : it is true indeed, that 
the wind blew from the land. M. Duclos, our captain, had 
already told us of this, but we had not taken his word for it* 
The fa6l was confirmed to us by the vicar of Montevideo, who 
made a prefent to M. Duclos of a fur lining made with the ikins 
of this animal fewcd together. Thefc ikins have no bad fmcIL 
The Zorillos is perhaps the fame as tke Stinkbingfem, or ot- 
faut du diable (devil's child) of Canada, the urine of which pro- 
duces nearly the fame effects. The Cbincbe of the fouthcrn parts 
of America alfo rcfcmbles much the Zorillos, 

Another animal very common in thefe parts, and about Buenos. 
Ayres, is the Tatu-apara, which we call ^afout the Spaniards 
Armadillo, and the Portuguefe Encubertado. As this animal is- 
very well known, 1 Ihall not give any defcription of it, Ximcncz. 
fays, that the fcales of the Armadillo, reduced to powder and 
taken to the quantity of one drachm in a decotlion of fagc, 
brings on a perfpiration (o falutary, that it cures the venereal dif- 
eafe ^ and that it throws out fplinters from all parts of the body £ 
and according to Monades, liv. xv. pag. 552, the fmall bones of 
this animal's tail cure a deafnefs. 

Nolwithtlandiijg the rilk there was in felling of any mer- 
chandize at Montevideo, and the diificuliies our people met 
with in difembarking them, to prevent their being feized ^ 
yet fevcral of our officeis and many of the crew, who had 
got together fome few things, in hopes of felling them at the 
French ifianil, and at the Eaft Indies, where they thought they 
were going, got rid of them, and were felling ihcm every 
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day. Our fliip being the firft veflel which had put in at this- 
place fince the peace, our things fold very well. The guards 
ibized upon fonie packets brought on fliore with too little cau- 
tion. They even threw yeflciday into prifon two cockiwainp, 
on whom thefe packets were found. M. de Bougainville being 
informed of this, exclaimed and ftormcd very much againft thefc 
cockfwains, faying, they delerved to be treated as they were. 
He went to the officer, repeated the fame thing to him, and' 
dcfired only that his uniform, which the prifoners had on when 
they were taken up, might be delivered ; that as for the mea 
they might keep them, to intimidate the reft, and that he him- 
fclf would put them in irons if they were releafed. By thi» 
behaviour, M. de Bougainville perfuaded them that he did not 
countenance this practice. The parcels and the men were both 
given up, and it was even dcfired that the men might be 
excufed. From this circumftancc, it was cafily found out that 
our people had not taken proper meafurcs. A ferjcant having 
complained on this occafion, that he had not received the value 
of one real, though he had affifted in bringing many parcels on. 
ihore, and that he had, as he faid, wore out a pair of flioes in 
going about the town to flicw fuch of our people as had any 
thing to fell, into the proper houfesj this declaration made us 
undcrftand that we fhould not meet with fo many difficulties, if 
we did but diftribute a few piaftcrs among the officers and 
guards. We began therefore by giving away a few pieces of 
eight, a few (hiris, &c. and every body was very ready to let us^ 
do as we pleafed, even the officer himfelf placed there on puipofe 
to prevent any kind of trade. As we were fuppoftd not to have 
any Spanilh coin, and that French coin was not current in that 
country, M. de Bougainville afked and obtained leave to fell 
fome butts of wine, brandy, oil, and fome other fuperRuous 
goods he had, in order to pay for the flour, and the frefh meat, 
the Governor had always taken care to provide for us every day 
at the port ; as well as for the oxen, cows, horfes and othec 
animals, be wanted to buy. It was now time to think of quit- 
ting 
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ting Montevideo, in order to go to the place of om* deftinatlon.' 
We therefore provided ourfelvcs with every thing we thought 
neceflary for this purpofe: the quantity of water, flour, and 
animals M. dc Bougainville afkcd for, excited the curiofity of 
the Governor with regard to the defign of our voyage. All the 
crew, even the officers theniTelves, were perfe6tly ignorant as to 
this point, and thought, as I faid before, that we were going to 
the Eaft Indies. This report had been propagated, and M. de 
Bougainville confirmed it, by telling the Governor we were 
going to the Indies, without fpecifylng to which of them. 

The tiouble necefTarily attending thefe preparations prevented 
us from day to day from trying to make any accurate obfcr- 
vations with the inftrument or compafs of captain Mandillo, {b 
that we did not think of fetching it from the Governors till we 
were juft preparing to fet fail. As it is of the greateft confc- 
quence to take advantage of the firft favourable wind, efpecially 
in tl^ harbour of Rio de la Plata, where the anchorage is fo 
dangerous j and as we faw that this compafs could not be of 
much ufe to us with regard to the longitude, M. de Bougainville 
lefolved to leave it with the Governor. He wrote to Iiim by the 
captain of a fchooner, to defire that he would keep tliis inftrument, 
and at his return into Spain * fend it to him in France. All 
the reft of the time we ftaid in the harbour, was employed in 
preparations for our voyage. Our frigates were carefully in- 
iped<:d, and every pofilble precaution taken. Having brought 

on 



• The Governor had told us, he expeScd to go back into Europe towrards the 
end of the year ; but we learned, (in nur arrival at Paris, that he u'duU not quit 
his government fo foon. M. dc Grim.ildi, the Spanifli amhafljdor in Frr-nce, 
sdccd M. dc Bougainville fcveral qucAions, upon this Governot*s behaviour to t»« 
M. de Bougainville having given by his anfwcrs a proper tcflimony of the probiw 
of Don Joleph Joachim de Viani, and of his Hrlift obfervance of the duties of hi$ 
ilation ; the ambaflador confcfied, that the Jcfuits and their friends had frnc 
o.ver to Madrid memorials againfl him, lo injure him in the King's opioionv 
chat he might be recalled, and that they might have fome Governor devoted to 
them in his (iLAd, M. dc Gr'maldi jultificd Don dc Viana to bis court ; which 
probably prevented the King ftom recalling him 83 foon u he wiihcd* The 
public news-papers have infuruicd us of this gentleman's being continued in the 
fame government* 
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on board twelve cows, or heifers, fix raarcs, two colts, and two 
Hungarian hoifes, twelve goats or kids, eleven fows, and one 
boar, fourteen or fifteen Hicep, two rams, and a great quantity 
of fowls and ducks, we fet fail on Tuefday the i6ih of January 

1764. 

At tloi'ce in the morning, the wiiul, which for ten days part had 

been conftantly South Eaft, fhifted to the North. The gale being 
moderate, we took this opportunity to unmoor. We heaved apeek 
to our beft bower anchor, ihipped the longboat and other boats, one 
of which had landed the Sieur Sirandre Lieutenant, with a letter of 
tiianks to the Govcinor, from M. de Bougainville and tlie reft-. 
At nine o'clock we fet fail with the Sphinx and the Spanifli frigate 
the St. Barbe, which wc foon forcredchcd, though flie was at leaft 
two full leagues and a half ahead of us. We fteered half a 
league S. E. -J. S. about as far S. E. then dirc6tcd our courfc 
S. E. 4- E. in order to double a point, which confiHis of a chain 
of rocks on the South Weft of die fortrcfs, extending near a 
league out in the river. When wc fet fail it blew a pretty freih 
gale at North Weft. The wind abated gradually and a calm 
f'ucceeded J infomuch that, at half an hour pad three in tlie 
aftanoon, the (hip making no way, wc anchored in fix fathom 
and a half water, muddy bottom. The Sphinx, together with 
the St. Barbc, anchored at the diAance of a long mulket fhot 
from our ftcrn. During the calm we caught three veiy beautiful 
butterflies, particularly one delineated in the plate *. 

Our anchorage in the road of Montevideo was not abfolutcly 
bad i but I am of opinion it would have been better higher 
up in the bay. During the whole time that we remained there, 
we were conltantly on the alarm, as well on account of the 
Pamftfros^ which ahnoft always rifes on a fudden, as of the South 
Eaft and South Weft winds, which blow full into the mouth of 



* I gave it the name of the parrot, bccaufc the various colours of its wings 
exa£t!y lefemble thofc of the molt bcdUtUul parroc of Ufazil. lis body if of the 
fincft grtcn, ftrcakcd with red. 
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the bay, and occafion fo high a fea as to make it impoilible to 
leave any of our boats along-fide the veflcL We were every 
night obliged to iliip them. 

The little boat being only once forgot, it got loofc and had 
like to have been loft, as i have before related. When you arc 
farther within the bay, yoii have nearly the fame depth of 
water, the fame bottom, and are fheltercd by the mountain on 
one fide, and the town on the other. 

We fet fail about eigiit in the evening, and continued our 
courfe the next day without any remarkable occurrence. 

On the nineteentli, near two o'clock in the afternoon, an extra- 
ordinary kind of fifti pailed near the vcirel. We had feen a 
great many before ; but they being at too great a diftance from 
the fliip, we had not been able to catch any of tliem. Per- 
ceiving that tlicy affembled to-day round the fide of the frigate, 
I got a (ailor to throw a bucket faftcned to the end of a rope 
into the fea, and he had the good fortune to take one. Our 
mariners give them the name of Ga/ere, or fea- nettle. It is a 
kind of bladder, which may be ranked under the fame genus 
with what the naturalifts call Holoturia^ which, without any rc- 
femblance either of a plant or a fifh, are neverthelcfs, really 
poflefled of life, and tranfport themfelves like animals from place 
to place with a motion peculiar to themfelves, independently of 
the affiftance of wind and waves on which you fee thcfe blad- 
ders carried like fmall veflels. Any one who did not obfervc 
this appearance of a bladder wfth a nice and judicious eye, 
would take it for a bubble of air floating on the fui-facc and 
driven by the waves and winds. But the failor who had caught 
it having brought it lo me, 1 had fufnctent time to examine it, 
I obfci'vetl in it a periilaltic motion, fuch as anatomifts afcribc 
to the inteftines and (iomach. I was juft on the point of taking 
it out of the bucket with my hand, when M. Dudos our cap- 
tain caught hold of my arm, and bid me take care left I ftiould 
foon have reafon to repent of fo daing, by the acute pains I 
Iliould feci in every part of my hand, which fliould hajipen to 

come 
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come in contact with the filaments, of a violet blae colour at- 
tached to this bladder. I therefore contented niyfelf with view- 
ing this fea-nettle and taking a (ketch of it. 

The captain's obfervation was verified the fame day. A cabbln- 
boy having caught another of thefc fifli, had the imprudence to 
take hold of it with his hand. The filaments, twiftcd themfelves 
round it. The moment after, he began to cry out that he felt 
a finarting and very painful heat on all the back of the hand, 
and the wrift. He fhook it immediately to get rid of the fifh; 
but it was now too late. His cries haftened us to his afllftancc ; 
he wept, and ftampcd, complaining that his hand feemed to be 
in a fire. It was bathed in oil ; a comprefs dipt in the fame 
liquid was applied to it, but the pain {till continued more than 
two hours; when it went off gradually. 

The fea*nettle is an oblong bladder, flattened underneath, 
rounded in its circumference, and blunted as it were at its extre- 
mities ; from whence proceed thofe filaments, the touch of which 
occafions fo much pain. One of thefe extremities is more 
rounded than the other; which is rather lengthened. The part 
which forms the bafe or rclVmg point of this bladder is plaited 
about the edges. The whole is a membrane of a very delicate 
ftrudure, tranfparcnt, and nearly of the fame figure as thofe 
half globules, which rife on the furface of the water in fummer 
Ihowers, efpecially when they fall in large drops. It is always 
empty, but diftcnded like a football. This membrane has fibres, 
fome of which are circular, others longitudinal, by means of 
which the pcriftaltic motion is carried on. 

At the longeft of its extremities it contains a fmall quantity 
of the cleared water, which is prevented from communicating 
with the reft of the cavity by a membranous partition. The 
fibre which pafles over the back, from the fore to the hind part, 
is raifed, fcollopcd at the edges, plaited like a beautiful tuft, of 
a lively green, blue, and purple colour, extended in the form 
of a fail. It lowers, elevates or fhifts, as it were to fet itfclf for 
the wind. Frook the two extremities of the plait, proceed fome 
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filaments of different lengths, and of the fame colour with this 
kind of fail : two of them are very fliort, and as thick as a lar^e 
quill ; thefe afterwards branch out into feveral others of Jeffer 
thicknefs, but much longer; and thefe again into others, dill 
longer and fmaller, to the number of eight in all. They arc 
about a foot long ; but not all of equal length. Thefe ftrings, 
interwoven with each other, referable a net whofe mafhes are of 
different fi/es. They have a kind of articulation, formed by 
fmall circular rings, in wliich one may likewife obfervc a con- 
tradilc motion. Thefe filaments refemblc loofe taffels, compofcd 
of ftrings of a (ky colour tindured with purple, and of a green- 
Uli caft, nearly tranfparcnt, and of different lengths, the edges 
of which appeaj' to be indented, and alternately intermixed witii 
grey violet and flame colour. 

The largeft fea-uettles I have feen were about fcven inches long 
at their under part, and five in height. It would be very diffi- 
cult to determine precifely the colour of this extraordinary fiHi, 
The bladder is as clear ajid tranfparent as the Untd chryftali but 
its edges, back ami legs may be faid to contain the colours of the 
rainbow, or of the flame of fulphur. We faw a great number 
in our paffage, particularly in the ftreight which forms the 
illand of St, Catherine, at Brazil ; and I believe they are conv 
mon in thefe latitudes. If the bare touch of this animal caufes 
fo much pain, what can we think its effed muil be in the bodies, 
of fifii or other animals who feed upon it ? It has this furpriz* 
ing quality, fays Father Labat, that it taints and poifons the 
flcih of fiflies without occafioning their death. — This is pretty 
nearly the effcd of the fruit of the raancliineel-tree. 

On the 20th we perceived that the currents ran to th« S.S.W. 
which confirms the obfcrvation in the account of Admiral An-? 
fon's voyage. The tides carried us 30 min- Southward; and 
there is reafon to believe that their courfe is to the S.S.W. agree- 
able to the bearing of the coafl. 

On Sunday the 2 2d in tlic morning the wind, which the day. 
before had blown very frefli till four in the afternoon, grew calm, 

with 
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with fair weather and a fine ica. We faw fome Dtuiins, fea- 
fowls which are found common in ahnoft all latitudes, and fome 
large birds called ^ibrnnfa'bufjjoi^ as well as fome King-Jifl^ersy 
which our mariners caU likevfife Puans, *Tis faid that when 
thefc lad appear, there feldom fails to be foul weather, and often 
iiorms, either on th*t or the next day. 

in fa6l, the S. S. VV. wiiid wc had, foon after blew with vio- 
lence : tlie fea raft high, the weather became foggy, and ic 
rained a little at intervals. 

In tho evening of the 23d wo faw feveral birds, and fome very 
long and large and well formed beds of fifties fry, of a reddiHi 
caft. Moft of them extended beyond our fight in length, and 
fome wci'c about- a hundred feet in breadth. 

On the 24th we faw eight or ten whales, a great number of 
birds, and a kind of fea-weed, which our mariners called Bau* 
dreu. 

On the 25th the wind blew very frefli from the N.W, till 
five in the evening. The rolling of tlie fhip was fo conAant 
and violent, that we loft a goat, two ftieep, and three cows. 
Several others fell fick, as well as the horfes we took on board 
at Montevideo, 

The weather grew dark and rahiy. At (\x o'clock the wind 
rather abated, and fhifted to the Weft, then to the Weft South 
Weft, to the Souths a gentle gale. The fea like wiie gradually 
fublidedi 

On the 26th we obferved that the tides turned towards the 
North. Wcagain met with feveral birds, and fome fea-grafs. 
The fea ftill continued much agitated till feven in the evening. 
We were obliged to kill one cow and a goat, taken ill with the 
rolling of the fhip; The fea foon after grew calm, and conti- 
nued fo almoft the whole night. In the evening of the 27th we 
faw a quantity of birds, among which were feveral king-BHiers. 
The wind blew with great violence, and the weather became dull 
and foggy. This lafted almoft the whole night, and deftroyed 
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a very fine flallion, whom we were obliged to throw overboard, 
fis well as a goat and a Hieep. 

On Saturday the 28th we faw a whale, two fea-wolvcs, and 
two penguins ; in the afternoon there appeared great numbers of 
ofpreys, and fea-cobs, and we met withfome fea-grafs, with long 
leaves. On Sunday the 29th, about three in the afternoon, fome 
pretty large fillies appeared near the furface of the water. Seve- 
ral of our marinei's who have been ufed to fifh at Newfoundland, 
adured us, that they were flock-fifh. 

On the 31ft, at fix in the morning, we defcried land at the dif- 
tance of about fix leagues. We took this land for iflands. We 
had then a ftrong gale, which abating^about eleven, we fteei"cd 
E. S. E. till noon, when we made the fouthermoft point of 
land, bearing S. E. five degrees E. about a league diftant. The 
moft eaftcrn point bore E. ^ S. E. diftance two leagues, and all 
thcfe lands appeared to be iQands. 

The figure of thefe illands, which form a triangle, as the 
Sebald IHands are faid to do, and the idea we entertained of our 
being near thefe, induced us at firft to believe that thefe three 
iilands we faw were a£\ua1Iy the Sebaldes. 

On this account, according to our obfervations at noon, we 
found tlicm placed in Belin's French chart thirty leagues too far 
lo the weft j and we were the more deceived in our obfervation, 
on account of its agreeing with Father Feuillee's and with a ma- 
nufcript chart which M. de Choifeul gave to M, de Bougainville^ 
before we left Paris, See thefe iflands in the plate as they ap- 
peared to us at two leagues diftance, the Cape lying Eaft-South- 
Eaft. 

This chart of M. de Bougauivillc's extends the eaftern verges 
of the Malouine iflands to 57 degrees 15 minutes longitude; 
and Father Feuillee places the fame extremity of thefe iflands in 
57=45 : the latitude agrees alfo pretty exactly. M, Belin fixes 
it at 62 degrees. We (hall be better able to determine which of 
the two is in the right when we land, as we intend to da. 

la 
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In the afternoon we had a fre(h gale at N. W. As we kept 
coafting aUng the (hore we founded at three o'clock, at 45 
fathoms, a flinty bottom. At four we founded at 40 fathoms, 
flmty bottom mixed with broken (hells, we were then half a league 
diilant from two fiat ifiands, which at firfl view appeared to be 
covered with fmall copfe, but thefe were only tall bulrufties with 
flat and large leaves called corn-flags, as we difcovered afterwards 
on landing j the coaft being quite full of thefe corn-flags, as it 
now appeared to us. Sounded again, and found a rocky bottom 
at twenty-four fathom. 

In the afternoon of the 3 1 ft, we coafted along the fhore, at the 
diftance of about a league and fometimes only half a league, in 
order to obferve it with greater advantage. We founded from 
time to time at thirty-five fathom depth, grey fandy bottom. 

The lands are of a moderate height from the fca, with emi- 
nences, fome behind others j a proof that this is either the con- 
tinent, or the largeft of the iflands. Almoft all the Oiorcs were 
covered »vith bulruflies which looked like fmall trees. This ap- 
pearance is occafioned by the corn-flags growing each of them 
about two feet and a half high, and afterwards fliooling forth a 
tuft of green leaves nearly of the fame height. This we had pn 
opportunity of obferving more particularly when we landed. We 
faw no wood, and at this diftance the foil of the country appeared 
parched and dry; perhaps the heat of fummer might have 
withered the grafs. 

At three o'clock we faw a fmall ifland two leagues wide of the 
coaft. It nearly refemblcd in figure that on which the Fort de la 
Conchee near St. Malo is built. M. Bougainville gave it the name 
of the Tower of BilFy ♦, At five, we difcovered a Cape, and a fmall 
ifland, refembling Cape Frchel, fituated four leagues from St. Malo. 
This Cape fecmed to terminate the land to the Eaft. 

On 

• This is the entrance of the ftreight which divides the ifland into two parts* 
tbeeaRern and the weftern. This (tietght runs from North tg South. 
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On Uie firft of February, wc perceived another Cape and a 
fmali inaiul almofl ftmilar to tliofe which reminded us of Cape 
Frchel} and after that, another fmall one intirely covered with 
birds. At noon, tlic whid blowing ftrong with fqualls and rain, 
caufed fo violent a rolling of the fliip, that our cattle fu&red 
much from it. At laft we determined to kill fcvcral fick cows, 
fearing they fliould die, and we flxould be obliged to throw them 
over-board, as we had the fine bull we liaJ hjought with us from 
St. Catherine's illand, as well as fome goats and feveral (beep. 

At fix in the evening the weather being then fine, with a gentle 
breeze, we determined to fend out the fifliing-boat which was man- 
ned for that purpofe. Meflirs. Donat and Le Roy the lieutenant, 
went onboaid with a fufficient number of feamen, all well armed. 
Tliey were fcut on flaore to cut grafs for our cattle, who began 
to be in want of it. We were then about two leagues from the 
point which appeared woody. We were becalmed till about eight 
o'clock. The tide drove us towards the fhore upon a ftioal of 
rocks. In this erabarrafling fituation, from which it was impof- 
fible to extricate ourfclves for want of wind, we founded with a 
-view of cading anchor, if the bottom fhould be good. But the 
bottom proving rocky at between eighteen and twenty fathom, our 
]}erplcxity iucrealed, and with the more reafon as the tide had 
already carried us towards the fhoaJ, whidi lined a pretty large 
creek, and we were fcarce half a, quarter of a league from it. 
The Sphinx laboured under the fame difficulty, and we were 
already contriving means to favc our lives in cafe we ftiouki be 
fliip wrecked upon thcfe rocks, which the mariners call the Car^ 
pmters j becauic a fhip which has the misfortune to run aground 
here, is foon dailied to pieces. Fortunately, about eight o'clock, 
a very faint breeze blew from the fhore; and our officers, equally 
attentive and able to avail tJiemfelves of the fmalleft advantage, 
ordered the working of the fliip fo fkilfuUy, that we got clear of 
the fliorc. The fliip's crew were fo fully fenfible of the danger we 
were in, that in the moft tempefhious weather, and even during 
the ftorm we fuffered near the Maldonnades, they never worked 
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thefhip tvith fo much alacrity and diligence, k was a fihe fi^ht 
to fee every one at his pofl, holding in his hand the ropes he wal 
to manage : all, in an attitude, in which was pidured anxiety and 
fear mixc^ with hope i all, obfcrving the moft profound filcnce^ 
^eir eyes fixed upon the captain, and their ears attentive to catc^ 
the fii"ft word of command : the two captains and the lieutcnantsi 
and all the fhips company, employed in lookijig, fome on the fide 
of the Ihip towards the lea, others towards the land, to obferve 
if any one could perceive the fmalleft breeze riling, and ruffling 
the furfacc of the water which was almoft as fmooth as glafs. 
One turned his cheek, another held his hand, and a third wet- 
ting his, extended it towards the quarter from which they ima- 
gined the wind began to blow in order to perceive the leaft 
motion. At length the long wi(hed-for breeze arofe, but blew 
v«ry faintly j fear g^ve place to joy and fatisfa£lion, and to pre- 
vent onr being again involved in the fame difficulties, we fteci'cd 
away North Kaft .^ Eaft, ^\fe degrees Eaft*. 

About eleven our filhing-boat returned loaded t«ith greens, and^ 
was taken on board. Melfis. Donat and Le Roy iiiformed us,, 
that they had fecn at land, about the didance of a muikct-fhot 
from tlie place they were in, an animal of a terrible appearancc- 
and aftonifhing fue lying upon thegrafs; his head and mane 
F^fembling a lion's, and his whole body covered with hair, of a 
dutky red as long as a goat's. This animal perceiving them, raifed^ 
htmfelf upon his fore-feet, eyed them a moment, and then lay 
down again j having afterwards fired at a buflard, which they 
killed, the enormous animal raifed himfelf a fecond time, eyed 
them as before without changing his fituation, and then lay 
down again. According to their account, this animal feemcd to 
be as large as two oxen, and twelve or fourteen feet in length. 
They had a mind to fire at him, but they were terrified, and' 
durft not fire for fear of wounding him Highlly and hazarding 
ihcir lives; or, according to their own account, they were un- 
willing to lofe time, as it was late, and they were defirous of 
leturning on board. 

i Ort; 
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On the third about noon we difcovered an opening of a bay ♦, 
the entrance of which appeared fo fine, that we went into it full 
fail, as into a well-known and commodious harbour. We an- 
chored about three leagues within the bay, which appeared to 
extend at leaft as many leagues beyond us. At the fartheft ex- 
tiemity we difcovcred larger and fmaller iflands, where the fifli- 
ing boat founded at four, five, fix fathoms and more, in a mud- 
dy bottom. The Sieur Donat havbg been fent thither immedi- 
ately after we came to anchor, informed us, on his return, at 
ten in the evening, that it was every where at leaft between eight 
and ten fathom, and between kvcw and eight to the Eaft of the 
ifland, with a bottom of muddy fand throughout, which fecured 
us a retreat in cafe of bad weather at fea. 

This bay, the plan and figure of which is given in the plate» 
is capable of containing at leaft a thoufand vefiels, and as many 
more to the weft of the large and fniall iflands, which are ftiel- 
tcred from all winds, and are, as our mariners fay, more fafc 
tlian in the harbour of Breft. 

As foon as we had dined, we fent out the yawl and long-boat, 
and Mefirs. de Bougainville, Nervillc, Bclcourt, T Huillicr, Donat, 
Sirandre and myfelf, landed on the fouth fide of the bay. As we 
were going to {horc, a prodigious number of black and white birds, 
of the fame fpccies, crofled in large flocks, no' more than five or 
fix feet above our heads. We killed fome of them. Thofe which 
fell into the fea wounded, only dived when we attempted to take 
them up. Before we landed, we ihot buftards, geefe and ducks, 
which did not fly away when we approached them ; but walked 
near us, as if they had been lame. 

While we were at a diftance from the land, its appearance de- 
ceived us. Wc expefled to find the face of the country dry and 
parched, but on fctting foot upon it, we found it entirely cover- 
ed with herbage, or a kind of hay, a foot, or a foot and half 

high, 

* See the entrance of thi& bay in the plate. It is fituated on cbc eaftcrn fide of 
(he Malouinc iflands ; and ma^ be (een at the diftance of three leaguei . 
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igh, reaching even to the tops of the hills, which we had much 
ado to climb, on account of this hay obllru6\ing our paflage. 

We afcended in companies, while fome took ieparate routs 
for (liooting, both upon the hills, and along the co.-ift. We were 
much fatigued in climbing thefe hills, there being no road or 
path thiough this herbage, which is probably coeval with the 
foil. 

We walked up to the hnecs in this hay; and the foil, which 
appears to be a dark brown, is formed into a mould by the annual 
decay of the hay, and rifes with a fpring under your feet, owing 
to the roots v/hlch are intangled with it. Hence it is evident, 
that one cannot walk for any time over Rich a path without bcin^ 
fatigued. But we viere luckily provided with fome fmail bottles 
of brandy, and fome fea-bifcuit, which were of great fer vice, as 
we fliould otherwife have fuffercd from the intenfc heat. 

Here we met with fome green hillocks, raifed fometimes more 
than three feet from the furface. I examined one of thefe with 
attention, and found that a rcfinous gum oozed from it, which 
is white at firft while it is foft, and of an amber colour when it 
hardens. I gathered fome pieces of it, which I perceived had at 
leafl as ilrong an aromatic finell as frankincenfe ; but could not 
determine at that time the exa6t refemblance this gum bears to 
other gums or refuis wJiich have hitherto been riifcovcred. I 
brought away near the weight of half a drachm in grains ordrops, 
fome of the fize of axound pea, others of that of a kidney bean. 
When I returned on board, I (hewed them to M, de Bougainville 
and our two furgeons. 1 held fome of it on the point of a knife 
in the flame of a candle ; it burnt like the finell rcfin, emitting 
an agreeable fmell, and leaving behind it a blackifli oil, which 
did not burn, but grew hard and brittle when it was cold. I 
attempted to diiTolve this oil in common water, but without ef- 
fect: from which I concluded, that it would be very proper to 
make an excellent vainiQi. Having mentioned it the next day 
to M, Frontgoude, furgeon of the Sphinx, he went on fliore, and 
leaving collc(fted fome of this gum, conjeQured from its fnuU and 
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taftc tliat it was gum ammoniac. On comparingthefe, wc found 
they agreed in tafte and fmellj and were reduced to the fame Tub* 
ftance after burning. The fmell is retained ib ftrongly on the fin- 
gers, tliat tho* I waihed my lianiis more than once with fea-water, 
I could not get rid of it all that day and the next. This refmous 
gum only dlilblves partly in fpirit of wine, which it tinges with 
an amber colour. The refiduum becomes fpongy and burns as- 
it did before it was dillblved: the third refiduum does not dif- 
folve in common water. Aqua-fortis has no effect upon it. 

Thefc hillocks are formed by a (ingle plant, from which proceed 
fraall fpongy (talks gradually dropping their leaves like the palm- 
tree. Thefe leaves are tripartite, as may be fcen.in the plate> 
where the plant is rcprefcntcd in its natural fize. They are of 
the thickncfs of thofe of purOain, but of a fine green, ranged 
very clofe to each other, diipofcd in a circle, and forming a cavity 
in the center which is fcarce difcerniblc. This is a kind of very 
flat funnel, the infidc of which is lined with thefe leaves placed 
clofe one above another, imbricate like thofe of an artichoke* 
See the figure of it in the plate. 

From the center and edges of thefe leaves, when they are 
bruifed or only fcratchcd,or when the refinous juice is too plenti- 
ful in them, this refmous gum, which congeals in the air, is pro- 
duced. On cutting, fcraping or even rubbing the furface, there 
iflues a kind of cream which is white and vifcous, and ropes 
between the fingers flicking faft to them like glue. I have given 
it the name of the varnijh plant. 

The infidc of thefe hillocks is formed iiUo a vault, fupportcd 
by ftalks and branches, wbofe leaves, having no air, are brown 
and withered. Driver plants fometimes (hoot forth on the 
infide of this vault, penetrate through the hillock, and rife 
abov^ it. Thefe hillocks, when they are not broken, are fuffi- 
crently firm, not only to fupport aperfon fitting upon them, but 
walking over them. The vault, however, is eafily broken tltrough, 
by Ikamping upon it with forae force, and it is eafy to tear off 
large pieces with one's hands. The root and the ftalks when 
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fcroken, yield the fame white refin, which flows out like (he 
white juice or milk of the plant called Tithynialus, which I 
fhall fpeak of hereafter. 

In tlie evening our fportfmcn returned loaded with g^cfe^ buf- 
tards, ducks, teals, and a black and white bird already mention- 
ed. I had feparated from my companions, and wandered alone 
along the coaft a league beyond the place where the boat had 
landed. I fiiot fomc ducks four or fi^e feet from the fliore. As 
I did not care to go into the water, I impnidently drew them 
to me with the end of my piece. The plenty of game engaged 
nae to load again without recolledling that the barrel might 
have taken water. The powder was lb wet tliat it w*ould not 
take fire: and having no fcrcw, I rcfolved to repair to the boat. 
I had fcarce advanced twenty fteps, before I perceived in tlie graft 
a path eight or nine inches broad, very much worn, which 
ran parallel to the fliore at ten or twelve feet diftance from the 
fea. I then imagined, that the ifland was inhabited, if not by 
men, at lead by quadrupeds which freqiientctl that fpot. But as 
I did not know what thcfe animals were, they might podibly be 
ofthefavage kind> and I was apprchenfivc left I fliould meet 
with fome of them in my way. Unattended as I was, without 
any other defence than a mulket now become ufelefs, I was ra-^ 
ther anxious for my fafcty, i fixed my bayonet to the end of my 
piece, and purfticd my journey in this traft, being defirous to 
know where it terminated. At the diftance of about two hundred 
(leps from the place where I entered it, it led into a thicket of 
thofe kinds of corn-flags 1 have already mentioned. Not daring 
to venture into it, I ftopt a few minutes as I paffed near it : I 
obferved it attentively, and liftened to hear whether any thing 
ftirred. 1 could perceive neither motion nor noife. I continued 
my march, and re-entered the path on the other fldc, till I dif- 
■oovered the boat, in which, our feamen perceiving that night was 
•approarhing, and that the feveral parties who had gone on fliore 
to reconnoitre and hunt were not returiKd, came to meet, and 
take us on board. It was almoft full of game, and tlie niglu 
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©bliged us to throw into therfea a great part of what we had pro^ 
cured in the day. 

On Saturday the 4th at {i^c in the morning we got (he. yawl: 
and fi(hing-boat ready to" make fome difcoveries relative to the: 
depth of the bay, wliich appeared to us to be a large river when. 
we faw it from the heights the evening before. 

Meir. de Bougainville, de Belcourt, de St. Simon, I'Huillier;. 
and Alexander Guyot, embarked in the yawl, well armed, and 
furniflied with provifions for four or five days, and a tent to ufc 
on the lliore. The failors too were armed with mufkets, cut- 
lafles and bayonets. Their defign- was to proceed to the northern 
part, and to find out whether it was covered with wood. Mefll- 
Donat and Arcouet, in the fiftiing-boat, were to make difcoveries^ 
on the fouthern part, an idea having been entertained that th& 
bottom of the bay was divided into two branches which loft 
themfelves in the vallies. 

MeflT. Alexander Guyot and Arcouet returned on board the 
&me evening in the yawl, having left M. Donat with the fifli- 
ing-boat to join M. de Bougainville and his alTociatcs. M^ 
Guyot brought fome buftards, three young fca- wolves with hair 
©f a brownilh grey, and five fca-lionefies. They were about 
{even feet long, and three ajid a half in circumference, though' 
their inteftines were drawn. Thefe gentlemen had landed on a 
fhiall ifland, where they found a prodigious number of thefc- 
animals, and killed eight or nine hundred of them with flicks.- 
No other weapon is necelTary on thefe occafions. A finglc. 
blow with a bludgeon, three feet or three feet and a half long,. 
aimed full at tlie nofe of thefe animals, knocks them down, and 
kills them on the fpot. . 

This is not altogether the cafe with the fea-lions ; their fize i» 
prodigious. Our gentlemen encountered two of them for a long- 
time, with the fame weapons, without being able to overcome 
them. They lodged three balls in the throat of one while 
he opened his mouth to defend himfelf, .and three mufket fhot 
in liis body. The blood guflied from the wounds like wine 
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from a tap. However he crawled into the water aud dif- 
appeared. A failor attacked the other, and engaged him for 
a long time, ftriking hhn on the head with a bludgeon, with- 
out being able to knock him down : the failor fell down very 
near his antagonift, but had the dexterity to recover himfelf at 
the inftant the lion was going to gorge him. Had he once 
feized him, the man would infallibly have been loft: the animal 
would have carried him into the water as they ufually do their 
prey, and there feafted upon him. In his retreat to the fea this, 
animal feized a penguin and devoured him inftantaneoufly, 

There are feveral kinds of fea wolves artd lions j all which I 
have (ccn. The former, when at their full fize, are from ten to 
twenty feet in length, and upwards ; and from eight to fifteen in 
circumference. Their fkin is covered with hair of a clear tan 
colour, or fallow like a hind's, and as fhort as that of a cow. 
The head is fhaped like a maftifF's, fuppofmg the lips of the 
upper jaw were divided under the nofe like thofe of a lion of 
the foreft, and were not pendulous; and that the ears were 
cropped, clofe to the head. 1 fliall defcribe them more fully after- 
wards. 

The other fpecies, which is not fo large, has the fame ap- 
pearance J the fnout is rather rounder and fhorter. Inftead of 
fore paws, it has two fins confif^ing of articulations, covered,, 
as with a glove without fingers, with a very hard Ikin or mem- 
brane of a dark grey colour. Thefe articulations are not diftin- 
guifliable on the outfide, and can only be difcovered by difTeding; 
the fin. The two hinder feet have vifible articulations like the. 
fingers of the hand, five in number, and of unequal length. 
Thel'c fingers from the firft to the third articulation are joined 
by the membrane : which afterwards divides itfelf, and runs 
along the fide of each finger, in the fame manner as the mem- 
brane in the feet of a diver or water- fowl, and- extends much 
beyond e.acii finger. Its feet are fituated almoft at the extremity 
of the body ; where they form a kind of fplit tail when they lie 
down or are not in motion. Each toe is armed with a- claw 
^ whiclii 
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which is not /harp, but rather projc£ling, and of a black colour* 
See the figure in the plate. 

Both kinds are bearded like tigers, and have thick Arait hairs 
dircdlly over iheir eyes by way of eyebrows. The female ap» 
peared to have a longer and morc graceful neck than the male i 
and had dugs. 

In thefe animals the fat, which is white and flabby, is fb 
redundant, that it is fcveral inches thick between the ikin and 
the flefii. They are full of blood, which, when they are deeply 
wounded, guHies out with as much force as when you open a 
vein in a fat perfon. 

The animal which MefT. Donat and le Roy favv when they 
went on (liore for greens, was probably a fea-lion, of which X 
(lull fpeak afterwards ; though they defcribed it with hanging 
ears, as long in proportion as thoTe of a fpaniel. 

Such is the form and figure of the fca-wolves which we faw 
in fome little iilands in the bay where we anchored, Thofe 
whofc defcription and ftiape admiral Anfon has given are fea- 
wolves of the larger kind. He calls thepn fea-llons improperly 
for the reafon hereafter afligned. See the plate. 

Thefe animals are all amphibious, and moll commonly pafs 
the night and part of the day on Iljorc. When you pierce the 
thickets of corn-flags, in which ihey make their retreats and 
where they form a kind of apartment, you alnioft always find 
them lying aflcep on the dry leaves of thofe plants. When they 
are in the vvater, they every now and then raife their head and 
part of their neck above the furface, and remain fome time in 
this jxiHiion, as if attentive to what is going forward. They 
make a noife much refembling the roaring of a lion : the young 
ones feem to utter a hollow found, fomctimcs bleating like fbeep, 
fometimes lowing like calves. The larger and the fmaller kinds 
move heavily, and feem rather to drag thcmfelves along than to 
walk, but with as much expedition as their bulk will allow. 
They live upon grafs, fifh, and other animals when they come 
ia their way. On the little iiland where our gentlemen ^led 
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fo many of thefc animals, one of the females feized a penguin 
at the inrtanl it fell by a mufket-ftiot. The fca fhe-wolf carried 
it into the water, and devoured it fo entirely in a moment 
that nothing remained but a flip of flcin floating on the furface. 
M. Ic Roy had, the day before, brought one of thefe penguins 
on board, which was at Icaft two feet and a half high. Wc fliall 
give the defcription and rcprcfcntation of this hereafter. 

On the fame day, while fome of the company were employed 
in rtiooting, M. Duclos our captain and M. Chenard de la Gy- 
raudais went to the top of a kind of hill toward the South, 
where they planted a crofs of wood about three feet high on the 
fummit between two rocks, and called this eminence the mouri' 
tain of the crofs* 

On Sunday moining, the 5th inftant, the weather being pretty 
fine, with a tolerable breeze, the longboat was fent on ftiore, to 
get hay and water, which we did conveniently on the fouthern 
coaft^, to the S. 5. W. of the fliip, where there fcemed to be a 
kind of fountain. Thefe people returned on board with our 
fportfmcn, who brought a quantity of game of the fame kinds 
as before mentioned. > 

About noon, M. dc Bougainville^ and his afTociales returned 
from their cxcurfion, much difappointed in their hopes of find- 
ing wood. They fct fire to the herbage of an ifland, which they 
have fincc called the Burnt Ifland^ and to a promontory of the 
continent. They brought with them ten young penguins. 

A large piece of wood which M. Duclos found on the beech 
gave us frefli hopes of finding fome on the iHand, Among 
fcveral others, the journals of Wood Rogers dcfcribe the face of 
the country in the Malouine Iflands, as confining of mountains 
and lulls covered with woods. As we had not hitherto dif- 
covcrcd any in the places we had vifited, wc concluded that they 
had only viewed it at a diftance, and had, like ourfelves, been 
deceived by appearances. The difficulty however of accounting 
how this piece of wood ihould be fouud on the fliore, unlefs ic 
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was produced on fome coafts of thefe iflands, inclined us to fuC- 
pend our opinions till we had made fomc farther difcoveries. 

The ifland which M. de Bougainville fct on fire, was at firft 
called Penguin ifland, becaufe thefe birds were found there 
in fuch numbei's, that upwards of two hundred periflied in the 
flames. There remained however a prodigious quantity j and 
we found fomc of them at every ftep. The fetiing of this ifland 
on fire, which is near a full league in length, and half a league 
in breadth, may be faid to be of no confequence, as the flames 
could not extend farther: but the fame cannot be affirmed of the 
continent. M. de Bougainville imagined, that by deflroying this 
ufelcis herbage he was doing a piece of fervice, as it would 
fave trouble whenever thefc lands were cleared. I rcprcfcnted to 
him, that as the whole country was covered with the fame 
heibage, the flames might probably fpread over the whole face 
of the continent, unlefs their progrefs was ftopt by fome rivers ; 
bcfidcs, that they would dc(boy the game. He paid no regard 
to my remonflrances ; and fet fire that very evening to fevcral 
parts of the continent. 

On the 6th of February in the morning, M. de Bougainville, 
on the credit of the journal of a Malouinc captain, alTerting 
that he had feen wood in the eaftern pait of this ifland, dctcr- 
miued to purfue his difcoveries. As foon as we had put to 
fca with our cutter and longboat, the wind began to blow with 
fome violence from the W. S. W, which determined us to poll- 
pone our expedition j efpecially as M. de la Gyraudais propofed 
to difpatch M. de St. Simon, with three or four other ofllcers 
belonging to his veflTel, to make difcoveries by land -, which was 
agreed to. 

M. de St. Simon, a lieutenant of foot, who had lived many- 
years vvith the favages of Canada, young, hardy and cntcr- 
prizing, and in every refpcft qualified for an expedition of this 
nature, fct out this very evening with MciT. Donat, officers of 
the Sphinx, and two feamcn, to reconnoitre the N. N. W. part 
<of this ifland. 

The 
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The longboat of the Sphinx having likewife landed fome of 
lis crew, they found on the fhore a bough of a dry tree fifteen 
or fixteen feet in length, which confirmed us in our cxi^£lation 
of finding wood upon the ifland, 

On Tuefday morning the 7th inftant, the weather becoming 
clear, we hoilled the anchor which had been cafl the evening 
before on account of the hard wind which had then arifen. We 
fent to get in fome ballafl and fome water, and our fportfmen 
came back about noon laden with game. 

M. de la Gyraudais dined on board the Eagle, and a feaman 
brought a pretty large dry root which he found on the northern 
coaf^. It fcemcd to be a fpecies of the cedar. 

All thefe fpecimens of wood determined us to make an accu- 
rate fearch on the South Weft coaft. With this view M. de 
Bougainville, M. de Belcourt, and the Sieur Donat la Garde, lieu- 
tenant of our fliip, embarked in the boat. They took in pro- 
vifions for tliree weeks, and being all well armed, directed their 
courfe to the South Eaft. 

Oh the 8th, the fons.of M. Duclos Guyot our captain, hap- 
pening to throw fome hooks at the ftern out of the windows of 
the cabbin, caught a large quantity of fifli of a moft delicate 
flavour, though not more than eight or nine inches long. Their 
eyes were red, their gilJs edged with gold, and their fins of the 
Tame colour ; their fkin fmooth as that of a tench. I do not 
know their name. 

On Thurfday the 9th, at four in the morning, the wind being 
northerly, we got every thing in readinefs to penetrate farther 
into the hay. When we were under fail the wind fhitted to the 
Korth Weft, which obliged us to make fcveral tacks, founding 
all the while. We conftantiy found between twelve and fifteen 
fathom, the bottom of muddy fand : at eight, the wind veering 
to the Weft and blowing frefli, we anchored in a green, fmooth, 
flimy bottom, at fifteen fathom. 

On the loth, tlie wind continued to blow frcfh from N. to 
N. W. the weather was hazy, with lliowcrs of rain and hail. 

E e We 



192 



JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE 



We fcnt out our longboat however to the pcninfula on the 
N. W. of us, to (ee whether we could find pafturc for our 
cattle. Here we killed a great deal of game. I faw many (ea- 

wolves of the lefler kind, with a fmooth ilcin of a daik brown. 
They had five claws on their /ore fins which fervcd Inilead of 
feet, but were not divided into diilinct toes. On our return wc 
propofed to fend our cattle on fhore, not only for the fake of 
recovering them from the very feeble ftate to which the toffing 
of the veffel had reduced thcra, but to free ourfclves from the 
ncccffity of employing a boat and men every day to procure 
fodder for them. 

On the 1 ith, the wind blew too violently all the day W. S. W. 
to permit us to execute our defign. At fix in the evening, the 
yawl belonging to the Sphinx came on board, to inform us, that 
their longboat had juft then brought back to their veQcl, M. de 
St. Simon and the rell of his companions ; who acquainted us 
afterwards, that on their return they were three days on the 
fliore oppofite to us; and had fired feveral times to give us 
notice. We heard no firing, or at leaft none but what we 
thought proceeded from our Jhooting parties, which fometimcs 
rctumed very late; though always loaded with as many buflards» 
teals, ducks, fnipes, curlews, £cc. as they could carry. 

The gentlemen of the Sphinx farther added, that the fiip- 
pofcd tiees which we thought we difcovcred on a fmall illand 
when we pafTed near the verge of the current, were nothing more 
than a plant of the bullrufb kind, with fiat leaves, known to 
our feamcn by the name of giajeux : that the hillocks formed 
by their roots afforded a retreat for the fea-wolves, three of 
which they killed as big and long as our boat, bcfidcs feveral 
othei*s. They likewife killed a kind of wild dog, much re* 
fembling a fox of the larger fize ; fome of the company ima* 
gincd it was a grey lynx. M, Martin, lieutenant of the Sphinx, 
hsd killed two of them the fame day. 

The(e gentlemen met with no tree; but difcovcred a large and 
fine bay fome leagues diftant from that in which wc anchored. 

On 
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On Sunday the 12th, I faid mafs at five in the morning, for 
the quicker difpatch of the longboat intended for forage. M. 
THuillier went in the yawl to draw a plan of the bay where 
we anchored, and fcveral others fei out wuh him on a fiiooting 
party. 

The wind being W. S. W. and the weather fine, the Sphinx's 
longboat put to Tea on Monday the 13 th, with three men to 
make oil of the fat of the fea-wolves, which had been killed on 
a fmall ifland fome days before. Thefe animals may with equal 
propriety be called porpoifes j fince, befides their having fat or 
bacon feveral inches thick between their fkin and their flefli, they 
often grunt like hogs, and wallow in the fame manner in the 
dirt and mire, where I have feen twenty of them lying down, 
particularly of the fpecics defcribed by the author of admiral 
Anfon's voyage, under the denomination of lions. 

At the fame time our fmall boat was difpatchcd to another 
neighbouring illand in fearch of penguins, which arc as nume- 
rous as the ants in an ant-hill. Some hours after, it returned 
loaded with a liundred and fixty of thefe birds without wings, 
fome of which we falted. At feven in the morning we dif- 
covered our fifhing-boat, at the fouthern point of the entrance 
into the bay. Wc immediately hoiftcd our colours, and the 
Sphinx followed our example. 

At noon, the Sphinx's longboat brought on board our veflel 
the Sicur Donat la Garde, and M. de Bougainville's fcrvant, who 
we thought were flill in the fithing-boat in wliich they em- 
barked. The Sieur Donat informed us, that M. de Bougainville 
and M, de Belcourt, had been ever fince yeflerday afternoon on 
riie fouthern coaft of the continent which encompaffcs the bay, 
Wc immediately fcnt out our longboat, in which M. de Nervillc, 
M. THuillier, and myfelf embarked, in qucft of them. Wc 
found them exceedingly haralled and fatigued, with the expe- 
dition they had jutt made on foot, through a country where 
there was no beaten track. We recondu6ted them on board, 
together with a ieaman who had accompanied them. Being 
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prc&d with hunger, tbcy as it were devoured the dinner we pre* 
pared for them, which however did not prevent than from play- 
ing thdr part well at Tapper, though it was fervcd up ibon after. 

They informed us, that they had travcrlcd the lbuth-«afl coail. 
tin they came to as 6ne a bay as that we now anchored inT^about 
eight leagues d'lflant by ica, and about four by land. Here 
they quitted their boat, and went by land to the fouth-wed part 
of the idand, and particularly obferved that the coafl ran W. N. 
W. which is not probable. For there is great reason to believe 
that our veHel was then Aationed on the eailern point of the 
ifland, the point taken notice of by faiJors in their journals ; who, 
as well as others, were certainly deceived tbecniclves when they 
reported their having (ecnibme large fine trees growmg upon very 
beautiful hUls. M. dc Bougainville told us, that in the bay where 
the boat was left, he found upon the fliore three trees which 
were very dry, and one of them almoll as large as a wine hog- 
Oicad. As they met with none in all the parts of the country 
they had liaverfed, there is reafon to believe that thefe trees had 
been tranfported thither from the Terra del Fuego, or from the 
neighbourhood, by the waves and currents which run towards- 
the Ea/V, the wind too ufually blowing from the S, \V, and W^ 
M. dc Belcourt, M. de Bougainville's fervant, and afeaman, were 
attacked, if it may be called fo, by a wild dog of the fpecies I have 
before mentioned. This is perhaps the only animal that is fa- 
vage of the quadruped kind in the Malouine lilands : it is pro- 
bable too, that it may not have been fierce, and that it only ap- 
proached diem out of curiofity becaufe it had never Ctxa any of 
the human r|>ecics. The birds did not avoid us, but flocked about 
us as if they were familiar and tame. We have not hitherto feea 
any kind of reptile?, nor any venomous animal. 

The whole night of the fifteenth was rainy, and very tcmpeftu- 
cu$. At half pafl eleven, the thunder fell at two cables length 
from us, and knocked down Le Sieur Guyot our fccond captain, 
who commanded the quarter deck. He received no inconveni- 
ence from this accident, except being frightened. 

Our 
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Oui longboat, which had been fcnt out fince the morning to 
carry provifions to thofe who were cmpbyed in wafliing the 
crews linen, could not return, on account of a contrary wind 
wliich arofc, nnd blew with violence from the S. S, W. 

On the i6th, about fix in the morning, the wind fell, and the 
weather became hazy. Some fqualls came on afterwards, ac- 
companied with rain and hail. The fifliing-boat was however 
fent out to get forage. Our longboat returned about nine 
o'clock, and the other at three in the afternoon. 

On Friday the 17th, at five in the morning, the wind blowing 
frelh from the South South-Ea(V, Meflrs. de Bougainville, dc 
Nerville, de Belcourt, Donat, dela Garde and myfelf, embarked 
in the cutter, with a tent and beddings to eftabliih a fettlemcnt 
on the land, and to form a camp on a fmall eminence almod at 
the bottom of the bay. 

As foon as we landed, we fet about pitching our tent on a fpot 
which we judged to be the moft commodious, at the diltance of 
a mulkct fhot from the fea. The little hill ran from Eaft to 
Weft. The place where wc fixed our eftabljfhment is open to 
the North, which makes the South of the country with rcfpedl 
to the equator. Below us, at about a piftol fliot from the tent, 
ran a rivulet of fweet water very palatable to drink. In the 
front of the tent was a fmall eminence like that on the declivity 
of which tlie tent was pitched. Some paces from thence wc 
dug a hole in the ground for a kitchen ; where, for want of other 
fuel, we made ufe of broom. We llkewife tried the large green 
tufts of the reftnous gum-flu ub I have mentioned. They keep 
up and continue a fire extremely well ; but when green are 
not proper for drefling victuals. 

As I faw the inconvenience attending the want of wood in a 
country where we intended to eftablilli a colony, I endeavoured 
to hit upon fome expedient to obviate it, at Icafl till the govern- 
ment could take meafures for difpatching fome pinks and 
fchooners to be ftationed in this country, and to make voyages to 
the Terra del Fuego, to bring wood for fuel as well as for build- 
ing 
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ing and caipeii i et^s work. I thought we might pcfHbij find lame 
coaly or at lead tarf. Accordingly I equipped ciyfelf with a 
mtftock, and proceeded on my (earch. Having obi?rved, that 
the banks of the rirolet were rather raarflir, I ccr crived, tha^ 
as the coontry had never been cultivated, the grafs tv-bidi grew 
there, nught in proceG of time have formed a mafs of earth in- 
termixed with roots and decayed leaves, which would ezadly 
fumifh us with the ibrt of turf I was in quell of. In fac^, after 
a few flrc^cs with the mattock, I dilcovered a turf of a reddiih caft, 
which was owing to its not being arrived at the maturity reqoifite 
to gi%'C it pcrfeftion. When I had gone twenty paces op the 
rivulet, and had found, on digging, feme turf with the properties 
] wanted, I carried two or three fquares of it to M. de Bougain- 
ville, aiid acquainted him with the difcovery. He was ib anztoos 
led it ihould not prove the right kind of turf, that he dedarcd it 
his opinion that it was not. It was fhewn to every body who 
landed with us, and thofe who were acquainted with turf, were 
of my opinion. M. de Bouga'mville flill in fufpence, wifliing 
that it might be the true fort, and yet fearing the contrary, rc- 
f(^ved to make a trial of it. Some dozen of thefe fquares were 
dug up and ranged round the fire. Our impatience prompt- 
ed us to throw a few into the fire, when we had the' fatisfaflion 
to ^nd, that as foon as the moifture of the turf was exhaled, ic 
burnt as wdl as the beft turf produced in France and other 
countries. We then fent three or four feamen to cut a quantity, 
and to pile it in the ufual manner to dry, and be ready for any 
ufe we might think proper to make of it. 

When fome piles of this turf were rai^d, the Sieur Donat 
recollected that he had feen in company with M. rHuillier along 
the coail, a black -fibrous earth which was tolerably dry, and 
might anfwcr the fame purpofe. But having forgot the place, 
Mcflrs. d- Bougainville, de Nerville, THuiUier and myfelf, went 
in fearch of it that day, but without fucccfs. 

While we were thus engaged in forming our fettlement, mea- 

fures were taken on board to penetrate farther into the bay, with 
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a view both to be nearer us, and to provide for the fecurlty of 
our frigates. 

Accordingly, as foon as we were gone, the two vefTcIs fet fail, 
and by proper manosuv'rcs came at iaft to anchor immediately 
under Penguin's Ifland, or the Burnt iiland, and withhi thenar* 
row channel or entrance which one muft pafs to get into the creek, 
on the borders of which we had fixed our eftablilhment. Near the 
place of anchorage there is a fmall iHand, which has fince been 
called Cooper's iiland ; our people having reforted tliither to re- 
pair the calks belonging to the fhip. 

On Saturday the :7th, in the morning, we put into the great 
boat the two Acadian families we had brought with us to make 
a fcttlcment on this iHand, and to people it. At nine in the 
morning they landed with all their clothes, furniture and necef- 
fary utcnfils, provifions, and fome tents to accommodate fuch of 
the crew as were to remain on fliore to afllft in eftablifhing the 
fcttlement. 

Marks of the new anchorage- The northern point of the 
burnt iiland, which concealed the mouth of the bay from our 
fight, bore Eaft North Eail, three degrees North. The center 
of the round ifland North Eaft, three degrees Ea (It. The eaflern 
point of the iiland abreall of us, N. N. E. five degrees Eaft. The 
higheft mountain at the bottom of the bay. South Weft, five 
degrees Weft. The Sphinx was anchored about a cable and a 
half length nearer the mouth of the bay, than our frigate. 

Till this time eight of us, Mcffis. dc Bougainville, de Nerville> 
de Belcourt, rHuillicr, Donat, and myfelf, witli two fcrvanta 
belonging to MciFrs. de Bougainville and Nerville, had Iain in 
one tent. We placed our raatrefies upon hay and broom, to fc- 
cure ourfelvcs from the damp. Though we were very much 
crouded^ eleven of us lay tlicrc on the night from the iSth to 
the 191b, our company being enlarged by the arrival of M. dc 
St. Siraon, Lieutenant of foot, Mr. Bale, iccond Surgeon, and a 
Pilot, who were not provided with a tent to lleep in. 

Oft 
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On Sanday the 19th we landed a great quantity of provifions 
and tents, and every one difpofed of himfclf as well as he could. 
Wc had notwithftanding no fewer than twelve in cur tent on 
Sunday night. Finding ourfelvcs fo much crouded wc rcfolved 
the next day to pitch fomc additional tents, and to fcparate 
from each other- I was the only perfon that remained with 
MefTrs. de Bougainville and Nerville. 

While Ibmc were employed in fixing the tents, others went a 
fhooting, and returned laden with game of the fevcral forts I have 
defcribcd, M. de Bougainville, having in purfuit of game wan- 
dered a little way from his companions, difcovcred another 
creek, formed by the fame bay, near three quarters of a league 
from our encampment. All along the banks of it he found a 
lamellatcd earth of a brown colour almofV approaching to black, 
which was undoubtedly the fame which MefTrs, rHuillier and 
Donat had fcen fomc days before. M. de Bougainville having 
fhcwn me a piece he had brought from the place, I pronounced 
it excellent for the fame purpofes as turf. We made a trial 
of it, and it fuccceded extremely well, Thofe who intended to 
ftay on thefe iHands, with a view of etlablifhing a new colony, 
were tranfported with joy at the difcovery, efpccially as this turf 
is at prcfent dry and ready for burning, and as, according to M. 
de Bougainville's accouut, it is found in fuch abundance that the 
boats may be loaded with it every day and brought to the fettle- 

Walking along the coaft in the afternoon, I gathered feveral 
(bells, Patellar, Cochleae, Magellanic mufclcs, &c. among the roots 
of that Ica-grals, called by our feamen Baudreu, which had been 
lately thrown on Chore from the bottom of the fca. 

Wc this day landed the horfcs, calves, cows, (heep and hogs, 
which we had taken on board at Montevideo. They were all 
fo haraffed by fatigue and fickncfs that a mare and her foal 
died on the beach a few hours after they were fel on ftiorc. 

On the 2 111 we were much afraid that we Aiould not be able 
to favc any of our horfes, cows or iheep, confidcring their mi- 
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fcrable and weak ftate when ihey were landed i as they all feemed 
to be cither lame or languifhing. We left them on fliore to 
take their chance, and thofe which could not ftand upon their 
feet, we dragged upon the grafs, which was at a little diftancc. 
Having fent fome perfons this morning to fee whether they were 
dead or alive, they were furprifcd to find neither liorfcs nor 
dhcep, and the cows and calves difperfed about the country. 
They were unable to conceive, that, confidcring their fickly ftatc 
the evening before, they could in one night have acquired fuffi- 
cient flrength to run about the 6eld$ : and it was apprehended 
that they might be devoured by the fea-wolves, or (bme wild 
beads unknown to us ; but the carcafles of the mare and foal 
which ftill remained on the beach, removed this fufpicion. 

Since Sunday afternoon we were employed in cliufing a pro- 
per place for building an apartment for the reception of the 
parties who were to remain on this ifland. The fame eminence 
on which the tents were pitched was judged to be the mofl con- 
venient. M. THuillier, Engineer and Geographer to the King, 
marked out the foundation, according to a plan he had commu- 
nicated to MefT. de Bougainville and de Nerville. From the 
Monday morning every perfon on fliore took the mattock or the 
ipade to dig the foundaticn. 

I had feen the firft plan ; feveral alterations in which having 
been made in confequencc of my remonftrances, I thought my- 
Iclf equally at liberty to give my opinion on the choice of the 
ground. I obferved that in lieavy rains, or when the fnow 
melted, the great quantity of water which would come down 
from the hill would overflow the building, and if it did not 
inftantly demolifli it, would at lengtli effedt its ruin by fapping 
the foundation ; the declivity being rather ftcep in this place. 
M. I'Huillier propofed to obviate this inconvenience by cutting 
a trench above to receive and carry off the water -, but this did 
not appear to me a fufficient expedient, as the trench could not 
ftop the impetuofity of the torrent ; bcfides that the water which 
would be detained in it, by gradually oozing through the earth, 
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would caufe a dampnefs in the apartments very prejudicial to tBc 
health of the inhabitants, their provifions and furniture. My 
opinion fcemed at firft to be difregardcd : M. rHaillier defended 
his own, and had aheady caufed fome lands to be cleared on the 
f\)OX to which he gave the preference. But on mature delibera- 
tion he fixed upon another fituation on the fame hill^ at a 
nuifkct-fhot diftance, where there was a very gentle declivity. 
The workmen were immediately fet to dig the foundations. Thc- 
failors belonging to the two frigates were employed in this fer^ 
vice J M. dc Bougainville paying them for their day's work, cx- 
dufive of thcii* fcamcn*s wages. 

On Wednefday the azd there were only ten men left on 
board the Eagle ; all the reft were employed in the building. 

On the 23d fome provifions and utenfils were brought on 
/hore from the vcflel j and our fportfmen furniflicd an ample 
fupply for the fubfilknce of both the Ihips companies. 

M. de St. Simon, one of the keeneft of our fportfmen, meet- 
ing with a fea-wolf larger than any we had yet feen, near the 
creek where we difcovcred the turf, kilkd it inftantly by a lucky 
flior. On his return he related his adventure at fupper, aifur- 
ing us that this fea-wolf was fo thick and long that our boat 
could not contain it. Every body thought the account exaggc- 
rated. But from the defcription he gave of its figure, I began 
to think that it might probably be of the fpecics mentioned in 
Admiral Anfon's voyage by the name oi fca-iions. 

Full of this idea, and being curious to know the truth of the 
matter, I determined to go to the place the next day, being the 
a4th, with M. de St. Simon and two others. 

When we came within fomething more than a tlioufand yards 
diftance of this animal, it appeared like a fmall hill, rifmg from 
the level of the ground where it lay. M. dc Sr. Simon added to 
the deception of our fight, by pointing out this pretended hill, 
telling us that the animal lay dead near it; fo that we did not 
obfcrvc the fca-wo!f till we were near enough to fee it diftind^ly. 
On mcafuring we found it nineteen feet and fome inches long. 
7 \Vc 
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We could not at that time mcafure its bulk, being unable to 
raife or turn it in order to pafs a cord round it. 

After wc Iiad thoroughly examined it, M. de St. Simon led 
us to the borders of another creek, thirty paces from this fpot, 
where there was a great quantity of cornflags. On coming to 
the place, he fired at a fea-wolf, no bigger than a very large 
calf, and killed it. We immediately heard on all fides, from 
among tl^efe cornflags, cries refembling the grunting of hogs, the 
bellowing of bulls, the roaring of lions, fucceeded by a found 
like the blowing of the largeft pipes of an organ. We could 
not help being rather alarmed ; but recolledling immediately 
that thefe different cries muft proceed from thefe animals, and 
knowing that we might approach them without danger, taking 
care only to ketp off about the diftance of their length ; we en- 
tered among thefe cornflags. M. dc St. Simon fired at a fea-wolf 
which was neareft to him. The fliot entered an inch above his 
eye, the animal fell under the ftroke, and died almoft inflantly. 
A fountain of bloorl iflaed from the orifice, and fpouted to the 
diflance of at leaft half a foot. More than thirty pints ran out 
in lefs than half a quarter of an hour. 

Thirty of thefe large fea-wolves were lying two and fome- 
times three in the fame hole or pit, full.of mud and dirt, where 
they wallowed like hogs. M. de St. Simon fingled out fuch as 
lay on dry ground, as it was more eafy to remove them when 
dead, and Icfs troublefome to (kin them, in order to get their 
greafe or lard for making oil. He killed eleven of them fuc- 
cefljvely. Two others, rather larger than the reff, being only 
wounded, though they had already loft twenty pints of blood, 
had ftrength enough Idt to get out of their holes, and efcaped 
to fea, where we foon loft figlu of them. The reft which were 
not wounded remained quietly in their retreats, without Ihewing 
any figns of fear or rage. Only one of thofe which were mor- 
tally wounded, in his laft ftruggles feized fome of the cornflags 
that furrounded him, tore them in pieces with his teeth, and 
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fcattered them about; but without bellowing or making any 
noifc. 

An Acadian who accompanied us Ikinned a young fea-wolf, 
the firft that was killed, as well as two other fmall ones which 
were killed after the largeft. Thcfc are of the fame fpccies with 
that which we took for a hillock. They are exa£lly the fame 
monftrous animals, as are defcribed by the author of admiral' 
Anfon's voyage, under the article of the ifland of Juan Fer- 
nandcs, fituated at a fmall diftancc from the continent of Chili. 
The whole of his relation is pretty near the truth, except that 
in thefe fca-woJves, which he calls HonSy the two feet are fur- 
niflied with toes having diftindt articulations, but coftne6led by 
a membrane or black pellicle, and that thefe toes are armed witlx 
claws; a circuraftanceVanting in the figure inferted in the lootlr 
page of that admiral's voyage. 

The leaft of ihefe large fea- wolves which were killed by Mi 
do St. Simon, was from ^h^cn to fixteen feet in length. 

When they fee any one approach them, they ufually raife 
themfclves upon their paws or fins as defcribed in the plate. 
They open their mouth wide enough to admit eafily a ball of a 
foot diameter j and keep it open in this manner, at the fame 
lime filling a kind of trunk they have upon their noftrils with 
wind. This trunk is formed by the fkin of the nofe itfclfj 
which fubfides and remains empty when they ceafe to bellow, 
or do not fill it with their breath. Their head is fliaped like 
that of a fhe-llon without ears. 

Among tlie numbers that were killed, I obfervcd* fevcral which 
had no trunk, the Ikin of their nofe had no wrinkles, and their 
fnout ended rather In a (harper point. Perhaps thcfc were the 
females. All thofe we ikinned were males: but fix weie left 
lying upon their IxlJLes in the mire without being turned ; and 
thele were jufl the number we faw without trunks. If theie 
V'crc really the females, there (hould be much Icfs difference in 
iuc ictwctn them and the males than is reprefentcd by the au- 
thor 
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thor of the voyage jufl: now quoted j for the difference is not 
€ven apparent. 

While thefe animals kept their mouths open, two youn^ 
people diverted themfclves with throwing large ftones into thcmj 
which they fwallowed as we would a flrawbeny. They move 
their bodies with fome difficulty, but can turn their head and 
neck to the right or left with tolerable agility confidering their 
bulk. It would be dangerous to come within their reach j aa 
they could bite a man in two with a fingle bite. They have tho 
fined eyes imaginable, and there is no fiercenefs in their coun- 
tenance : I remarked that when they were expiring their eyes 
changed colour, and their cryftalline lens became of an admi'« 
rable green. Some of thefe animals were white, others tawny ; 
the major part of the colour of the beaver, and fome of a lighl 
fawn colour. 

On Saturday the 25th, M. de Bougainville propofed at break- 
faft to both land and fea officers, to undertake the erecting of 
a fort upon the rifing ground forming the hill, on which the 
habitation or place of refidence was built for the colonics, who 
were to remain on the iOand. We all unanimoufly agretd to 
cre6l it with our own hands, and to complete it without the 
afliftance of the reft of the fhip*s company. 

As foon as breakfafl was over, M- THuillierand M. de Bou- 
gainviUe went to choofe the ground, and M.-THuillier aflifted 
by two pilots marked it out upon the fpot. 

In the mean time fome perfons were difpatched in fcarch of 
tools for the execution of our dcfign ; others went a (hooting to 
procure proviiions for the company. We had hitherto killed 
more game than was fufficicnt for the fubfiftcnce of the crews 
belonging to the two frigates. We had more than once con- 
fidci-ed it as a fingular ctrcuniftance that we ftiould come with 
an intent to form a fctthment in a defert and unknown country, 
having no other provifion than bread, wine, and brandy ; and 
yet free from any care for the next day, in full confidence that 
the game we met with would furnifti a fufiicient fubliftence for 

above 
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above a hundred and twenty perfons, who had landed and were 
encamped under the tent. So far from experiencing any want 
hitherto, we had made fo plentiful a- pro vifion, that there was 
»no probability of our being reduced during the ft^ we propofed 
to make. Neverthelefs each mefs, confining of feven perfons, 
^ivas allowed one builard and a goofe, or one goofe and two 
ducks, or two gccfe, or two buflards and fome diving water- 
fowl, which wc call Becficsy or Jsigauts^ and which I ftiail fpeak 
■of in the fequcl. 

About three in the afternoon, we met at the place where the 
«fort was marked out, which we agreed to call Fort du Roy^ or 
Fort Royal. Every body fet to work with fo much cheerfulnefs, 
and fuch incredible ardor, that wc had the very fame evening 
dug part of the ditch &x feet broad and one deep. NL de Bon* 
gainville's example animated us all. 

On Sunday the 26th, both the (hips companies affembled at 
the habitation to hear mafs. There remained on board the 
Hagle oi*Jy three men and two officers, one of whom had ro* 
ccivcd a hurt in his leg. They all dined on fhore, and the boat 
did not return to the ihip till evening, when the wind which 
had all day blown with fome violence, was abated. 

On Monday and Tuefday, the longboats took in ballaft for 
the Sphinx. Some poultry, beams, planks, &c. were carried on 
Hiorc. The works were continued at the building and the fort. 
In ray walks, I now and then took notice of the foil of the 
adjacent country. I found a pretty large quantity of fpar and 
quartz ; which is an indication of mines. I likewife met with 
fome earth of a reddifh call, refembling oker, and fome flones 
of a rufly colour and very ferrugincous, which I ihewcd to M. de 
Bougainville, 

1 am perfuaded that there are mines of different ores in this 
ifland : 1 broke a piece of fpar mixed with quartz with an iron 
xrow J and perceived in the crevices a greeniih fubftancc which 
appeared to me like verdigreafe. On touching it with my tongue 
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the tafte and flyptic quality of this mineral was fo ftrong, that 
it made mc fpit for a full quarter of an hour. 

On Thurfday the firft cf March the weather which was hazy, 
with fqualls of wind and ibme rain, retarded our works ; but 
we got ballaft for the two frigates. M. de Bougainville came to 
a I'efolution that the Sphkix on her return home fliould touch 
at Guadeloupe, to difpofe of (omc of the merchandize we had 
on board j and that our frigate, after we had made forae farther 
difcovcries of the land, fhould return to France, inltead of going 
to the ifland Mauritius, which was intended if the Malouine 
lilands had not been fit for el^abliihing a commodious and ad-- 
vantageous fcttleraent. 

On the fecond of MarcTi, at nine in the morning, wc landed 
four pieces of cannon out of the ten which the Eagle was to 
furnifli for the defence of the fort we were creeling. Four more 
will be added from on board the Sphinx ; two brafs field pieces, 
•which were bought at St. Malo's two days before our departure, . 
and fix pedereroes. 

As we had determined to raife a pyramid in form of an 
obeliik in the center of the fort, I propofed to place a buft of 
Lewis the fifteenth u]X}n the top, and undertook to execute it in 
terra cotta. I had feen fomc grey-coloured earth on the banks 
of a creek, which I thought very fit for this pm-pofe. At ten 
o'clock I fet out whh our captain M. Duclos, to fearch for it, 
and to obfcrve what progrefs was made in extracting oil from 
the grcafe or lard of the large fea-wolves, which we had killed 
fevcral days ago, and left upon the ipot. We went thither in 
the fiihing-boat. 

Though they had been killed fo long and were expofed to tlic 
heat of the fun, which had melted a great part of the far, the 
people employed in extra£ling this oil, aflTured us, that every 
fea-wolf yielded at ieaft two hogftieads and a half, and would 
Iiave afforded more than four, if the experiment had been 
;inade foonen 
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T wanted to get the two largeft teeth drawn from the jaw» 
but it was not pradicable. In breaking the Jaw-bone with i 
•hatchet, the (Iroke unfortunately fell upon the teeth fo as 
to fplit them. They are foiid and full only towards the 
•point : the whole of what is inferted into the jaw-bone being 
hollow. I at firft intended to have differed the whole head, but 
ihc enormous fize of it obliged me to rclinquilh my defign, on 
account of the difficulty attending the carriage. 

I employed the remainder of the time in feeking fliells among 
the fea-wceds, lately thrown on fhore by the waves. There 
-were fcarcc any other than fome Neritae, with ftripes of 
different colours. 

The bottom of the (hell is compofed of the fined mother of 
pearl. I likewife met with fome cochleae and Magellanic, as 
well as common mufcles. Some of the laft were between five 
and fix inches long and two broad, at their greateft diameter. 
At f\x in the evening we loaded the fifhing-boat with the pot- 
ter's earth and turf. Finding that it was aground, owing to its 
being overloaded, we lightened it to fet it afloat. We were de- 
ceived by the ebb -, becaufe the fea, which is not very regular in 
theft: bays, except at the time of the new or full moon, did not 
rife fo high as we expe6\ed. It was near an hour before the 
boat could be fet afloat j and that it might not be overloaded, 
M. Duclos and myfelf determined to return by land, and to 
keep along the coaft. We marched almoft a league over flints, 
Oones, and rocks, which line this coaft. The boatmen had 
•orders to come to take us in at the entrance of the bay, where 
wc told them we ihould wait for them. We reached the place 
with great difficulty, the weather being hazy and the wind very 
high. Having waited for them three quarters of an hour in 
vain, and while it was very dark, we concluded that the tide, 
which was running down, and the high wind, which was con- 
(trary, liad induced the boatmen to bear away for the veilels. 
We rcfolved therefore to finilh our expedition by land, by going 
tfiDund die bay, which is at Icafl three quarters of a league, when 

we 
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we heard tlic boat coining towards us. We hailed her and fhe 
anfwered. After attempting in vain to put afhorc at two or 
three places, they came near enough at laft to give us a fair 
opportunity of jumping into the boat. We intended only to 
crofs over to the other fide of the mouih of the creek, and to 
perform the reft of our journey along the fhore on foot. But 
the fteerfman alfuring us that the fca ftill rofe, and that the tide 
was incur favour; perfuaded us that we Ihould eafily get the 
better of the contrary wind, and that they would engage to land 
OS in a fhort time near our habitation. Our captain fuffcred 
himfcif to be prevailed upon, and we got into the mouth of the 
bay i but we had fcarcc rowed ten or twelve yards when the 
wind blew with exceffive violence, the waves ran high, and the 
ebb of the fea joined to a contrary wind was (o troublefome, 
that we could not get the better of it. Notwithftanding ail our 
efforts we could fcarce proceed twenty yards. The fca grew 
terrible ; every wave broke with violence againft the boat, and 
partly beat into it, fo that we were already overflowed. Tired 
with ftruggling in vain againft the waves, and finding ourfclves 
in danger of running aground upon the ftones which lay along 
the coaft, to which the waves and the wind drove us in fpitc 
of all our efforts, M. Duclos faid we muft return to the mouth 
of the bay, and there run aground. In lefs than three minutes, 
in fpite of the oars and rudder, we found ourfelvcs driven to- 
wards the fhore at the diftance of about four fathoms from land. 
The fca which was then extremely furious, was near dafhing 
the boat in pieces, and we ourfclves were in danger. Our cap- 
tain toM us we muft jump into the water, and fet the example 
himfcif. I followed him at the inftant that a large wave was 
juft breaking againft the boat, and overwhelmed it entirely : the 
ihock it gave made me fall into the water when 1 was juft 
coming to the ground. I recovered myfclf fo foon, that I only 
got wet on my left fide, and had my boots filled with water. It 
was fcarce more than two feet deep. I iromcdiatcly fteered my 
courl'e towards our habitation, and told M. Duclos our captain, 

G g that 



2oS 



JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE 



that I was going to give tidings of him, while he was engaged 
in getting tlie boat afloat in order to fecurc it. When I arrived 
at the habitation, I found feveral of our company, who were 
under apprehenfions on our account. Finding die weather fo 
bad, feme of them imagined that we had put ourfclvcs on board 
one of the frigates, to avoid the danger of ftruggUng againft: 
the wind and angry waves in a boat : others fancied that the 
darknefs had compelled us to land, and that we might have 
loft our way. It was near ten, and they ftill waited fupper 
for us. While I changed my clothes, the fupper was ferved up, 
and I played my pait at it haadfomely. M- Duclos arrived half 
an hour after mc, and went to-bcd without taking any other 
refiefhment than a glafs of wine. 

We imagined till now, that the creeks and the bay which 
formed the port of our habitation, were not well ftockcd with 
fifli ; that the fea-wolves and the water-fowl, which were very 
numerous, deftroyed the fifli for food, and allowed it no time 
to grow large. M. de la Gyraudais ycftcrday convinced us of 
the contrary^ by bringing us fome fiih which made part of our 
fupper. Being a /hooting at the extremity of a creek about 
a league from our encampment, he came to the mouth of a fmall 
river when the fea was at ebb ; where, as he told us, he caught 
with his liands a dozen fi(h, which were left aground upon 
the gravel, and were endeavouring to get back to fea. The 
fmallcft of them was about a foot long. They were fome of 
tl>em dreft au cGurbouilloTiy others fried. Every body found them 
excellent. 

On Friday morning MefT. Duclos, de la Gyraudais, Baflc, 
M. Duclos*s youngeft fon, and myfelf, being defirous of making 
the moft of this difcovery, without communicating our defign to 
tlie reft, got ready a net of the fize of only three fathoms and 
a half, and repaired to the fifliing place. We placed two catch 
nets at the fame place, when the fea ebbed, and caught thirty 
Efli and upwards, the leart of which weighed near a pound and 
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a half. We afterwards caft a third net at the mouth of a fmaU 
j'iver two hundred paces from thence, and caught a dozen of the 
fame fort of fifli. 

Encouraged by tliis fucccfs, on Saturday the third inftant wc 
returned to our fifliing. But the fea having ebbed, we did not 
catch a fingle fi(li. We then concluded that this fifh came into 
frcfh water with the tide, and went back again with the ebb. 
Having obferved that numbers efcaped through the holes of our 
net which was a bad one, or jumped over it, we determined to 
go a fifhing with the feamen the next day, when the high tide 
occafioned by the new moon was expected. Accordingly M. Du- 
clos went on board, and ordered the fean to be got ready, 
M. le Roy carried it in the boat to the entrance of the creek in 
the morning, and came to acquaint us with it. A party of us, 
to the number of fixteen, fet out immediately after dinner, with 
Mefl'rs. de Bougainville and de Nerville at our head. On calling 
the fean only once, we took more than five hundred large fiflies, 
and thoufands of others half a foot long; three-fourths of which 
we threw into the fea. We kept but one fort of the fmall ones 
called by the Spaniards Pajesy and by our mariners Gras dos. 
This fifli is almoft tranfparent and of a mofl exquifite delicacy. 
It is excellent when fried, and not inferior to the eel pout. 

The net was fo full, that notwithftanding the joint efforts of 
fixteen perfons, it was with the utmoft difficulty imaginable that 
we dragged it on ftiore. Several fifh jumped over it, and a great 
number efcaped both at the extremities, which could not be 
brought together, and through the holes that were in the net. 
However wc loadefl the boat, which could not reach our encamp- 
ment till the next day. The fi{'\\ were diflributed in great plenty 
for two days, among the crews belonging to the two frigates : 
they were eaten with variety of dreffing -, and that the reft might 
not be wafled, we falted a barrel full of them. 

This filh rcfembles in fhape what is called Meuilie in Saint- 
onge. It weighs four i>ounds and an half upon an average. 
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The fame day, juft as fuppcr was over, M. Martin lieutenant 
of the Sphinx came loaded with game. While he was a fhooting, 
he went to (ttlcovcr the fourcc of the river at the mouth of 
which we had caught fo much fifh. He informed us, that there 
was a vaft bay, three or four leagues north-weft of our encamp- 
ment, of which he was not able to difcover either the en- 
trance or the bottom from any of the heights j that this bay 
appeared to him to run at leaft eight or ten leagues within the 
land, and that at different diftances he faw rivers and iflands. 
We weie charmed with tliis difcovery, and rcfolved to pay at- 
tention to it. 

The great quantity of fifh we had caught induced us to make 
a fccond trial. On Monday the 5ih, we returned to the place, 
but whether the fifii had taken the alarm, or the fea was not 
rifen to a proper height, we caught only fome fmall fifhes and a 
dozen large ones. 

While we were engaged infilling, others went a fhooting, and 
took a furvey of the newly difcovered bay. As they were doubt- 
Icfs left fatigued than M. Martin, they fou/id the journey not fo 
long, and declared it fhorter by two leagues. This determined 
M. de Bougainville and fcveral others to go thither the Wcdnef- 
day following, being Afli-Wednefday. 

The whole company being returned about noon, and the fort, 
on which the officers alone had been employed, being finifhed, 
M, de Bougainville propofcd to mount the cannon which were 
upon their fea-carriages at the bottom of the hill. We imme- 
diately fct about this bufinefs. Accordingly we laid planks upon 
the ground, to make what is called a bridge, to prevent the 
wheels of the carriages from finking into the earth. By the 
mere ftrcngth of our bands, without the afTiftance of any inftru- 
ments or engines except crows, levers and ropes, we managed to 
mount one cannon, nolwithftanding the height and ftecp afcent 
«f the hill. When we had planted it in its proper place, it being 
almoft lime to conclude our day's work, we loaded and fired this 
cawion by way of fignal. We then cried feven times Vivf U Rot ! 

which 
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which exclamation was repeated by the workmen employed in 
building the apartments. 

Ever fincc we fct about building our habitation, we fired a. 
field. piece with a pound ball, and rang a bell at five every morn- 
ing, and half part fevcn every evening, to fummon the men to 
their work, and give ihem notice when to leave off. At eight 
we rang to brcakfaft, and at one to dinner. Bc-fiJcs thefe meals 
M. de Bougainville now and then ordered them an allowance of 
brandy by way of gratuity. Thus the work was actually in. 
as great forwardnefs as if two hundred workmen had been etp* 
ployed. 

While we were thus bufy on fhore, the few hands which were 
on board the frigates were by no means idle. They landed feme- 
thing every day for the ufe of the encampment, as ordnance, 
balls, provifions, uteniils, C^c^ 

On the 6th we began to flow our ballaft of flints, and in the 
courfe of the afternoon mounted feven cannon in the fame 
manner as the firfl:. It muft be eonfefled, that feamen may. 
challenge all the world in point of dexterity in moving great 
weights. 

When this operation was finished, I ordered fome bafkcts to 
be filled with pottei^s clay mixed with argil for want of fand 
proper for the purpofe, and contrived fo as to go on board the 
next day, that I might work at the King's buft without interrup- 
tion, whicli 1 found to be imprafticable on (bore, where I fhould 
have been obliged to do it in our tent, into which fomebody was 
entering every quarter of aa hour. 

On Shrove Tuefday, at feven in the morning, I got into the boat 
in order to return on board the Eagle. I took up my quarters again 
in my cabbinj after dinner, 1 began to model the buft in M. de 
Bougainville's, and being unprovided with a piece of iron to 
fupport the earth upon the die, I fupplied its place with a cylin- 
der of wood. The head was already roughly Iketched the fame 
evening. 
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I dedicated the*8th wholly to the finifhing of the firft fkclclj, 
which was already reduced to a form. Two or three ofEcers 
who faw it in this ftate, encouraged mc to fiiiifh the buft, and I 
was in hopes of fuccecding in my attempt. 

Animated with this expeOation, I went to work at fix in the 
morning on the 9th, and was not a little difconcertcd to fee cre- 
vices and cracks in the forehead and feveral other places, though 
the earth was very well mixed. M. Guyot and M. Baflc coming 
a quarter of an hour after, were almoil as much chagrined as 
myfclf, to find that the earth was not proper for the ufc 1 dc- 
figned to make of it, 

I afkcd M. Guyot, if he had not feenon the coaft a fine fand, 
which when mixed with this earth might remedy its defed-s. 
They fet out for the encampment an hour after, and gave M. 
de Bougainville an account of the difficulties 1 met with from the 
bad quality of this earth. 

I iliought I had nothing to do but to make another attempt 
with freih earth mixed with fand, but M. dc Bougainville, ap- 
prehcnfivc that a new trial might prove abortive, determined to 
fubflilute a Flower de Luce in the room of this buft. M, Guyot 
returned on board to dinner, and communicated this refolution 
tome. I then defifted from my undertaking; and pafTcd the 
evening upon the Burnt ifland in company with M. Mauclair, 
where we killed ten buflards : he had killed fixteen the day be* 
fore. While we were in qucfl of game, two of our officers 
amufed ihemfelves with fifliing with tJje hook from the cabbin 
windows, and caught fifh enough to furnifli a difli for three 
fucccliivc meals. The angle-rod would fupply an equal quantity 
every day, if the line was but thrown one hour before the meal. 

Thefc fifli arc of three kinds. The firft refembles a pike in 
(hapc^ the flefii as it were tranfparent, with a ftripc of blue, one 
line in width, which runs from the gills to the tail between two 
yellow ftripcs. The Spaniards of Chili call them R&vahs. The 
kcond rpccics may bo ranked in the clafs of the eel pouts, called by 
fomc Lcacbcs, The head of that here mentioned is flat and much 
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largtr than the eel pouts in France, The third fpecies is likewife 
exquifite, and has yellow ftripcs round the gills, as if orpimcnt 
or gum had been rubbed upon it with a pencil. 

Thefe three forts of fifti, which were the only ones wc 
caught on board, arc no more than between nine and ten inches 
long; they arc ufually from fix to fcvcn. But all of them arc 
excellent, particularly that which has the head, and nearly the 
figure of a pike. They bite fo freely, that they are caught as 
foon as you throw out your line. This fifli was one rel'ourcc, 
when the weather did not permit us to go a (hooting. 

On the 10th I returned to the Burnt ifland, in hopes of gather- 
ing Come L/pas or Patellse, but the fea was loo highi M. Duclos's 
youngcft fon and myfeif, after kilhng four wild ducks and tluec 
Becfia^ returned on board at five o'clock. 

The wild gander is of a dazzling white;, its bill is fhort and 
black like a buftard*s, and its feet are yellow. The bill and feet 
of the female refemble thofc of the male, but the feathers upon 
ifts back arc grey. The border of the white feathers which cover 
the neck and breaft is black, and forms a fpot which takes the 
round fhape of the feather. The wings of both refemble thofc 
ofthebuftard; and have likewife a hard knob like a horn at 
the articulation of the pinion- After (tripping the large feathers 
from the body of the female, there appeared a grey down ex- 
tremely fine and very thick. The down of the male is at leaft 
as beautiful as that cf a fwan. They would both make beautiful, 
muffs *. 

The teal of this country arc much fupcrior in beauty to thofc: 
of Europe. Their bills and feet are blue, their wings green and 
gold, and the reft of. their bodies much more fhining and beauti- 
ful than thofe of the Guinea hens. I (kinned one of them, 
and having prefervcd the head and feet, and fluffed the coaiwitli- 

fine 
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gecfe and buflards lo be flcinned wirh a view of carrying tbem to France ; but for 
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wane of room 10 flow Uiem in my cabbLn. 
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fine mofs, placed it in its natural attitude. I made a prefcnt of 
it to a viriuofo of St. Male. I likewife brought to France and 
depofited in the cabinet of natural liiftory, in the Abbey of St. 
Germain dcs Pres at Pans, the head and feet of a large water- 
fowl of the carnivorous kind, which I have mentioned under the 
natne of Quebranta-hueObs. I have given its figure, on account 
of the fmgularity of its bill. 

It would have been a defirable circumftance to have pofTcflcd 
the art of preferving the eyes of thefe animals in their natural 
ftatc. Diamonds and rubies can by no mcai.i equal the fire, the 
beauty and the luftre of the eyes of a certain fpecies of water- 
fowl or diver, which is frequently feen on the fea-fhore. 

The pupil is furrounded with a circle of the fineft vermillion 
or carmine. The head is black, but the feathers from the eye 
to the back of the head are of a fliining white mixed with fome 
breaks of black. 

In thefc iflands there are likewife prodigious numbers of fmali 
eagles or brown hawks, of the fize of the largcft of our cocks ; 
but the wings of wliich when extended, were at leaft three feet 
acrofs. The large feathers of the wings are of a bright yellow, 
mixed with brown in tranfverfe ftripes. There is likewife a kind 
of eagle, of the fize and colour of a turkey hen, white, red, or 
yellow. In this kind of eagle, at the bottom of the bill, there is 
a fkin of a very fine red, ftrewcd with pretty long black hairs. 
When this bird is dead, the red colour fades, and the ikin changes 
to a very pale rofe colour. Its talons are fcaly and of a light grey» 
as well as thofe of fome of the fmaller kinds I have mentioned. 
The reft have yellow feet. The talons of this laft mentioned 
fpecies arc as ftrong and large as thofe of the larger kind. Spar- 
row-hawks are likewife fuund here, with white breafts and 
necks i thofe of others are variegated with white, grey and red. 

Mufcles are very commonly found along the coafl. We more 
than once attempted to eat ibme of them ; but found them fo 
full of pearls, that it was impofTible to chew them: as thefe pearls 
being very hard endangered the breaking of our teeth, and when 

ilicy 




TO THE MALOUINE ISLANDS. 

they were broken in pieces, they left a kind of fand in the mouth 
which was very difagreeable. As I believed the produ6iion of 
thefe pearls to be owing to Ibme difordei* in this fliell-fifh, I ima- 
gined that this diforder might be owing to this animal's fufFering 
from the want of water during the ebb of the fea. I therefore 
fancied, that if we took fuch as were conftanlly fupplicd with 
water, we fliould find thera without pearls. The mufcles I 
had found among the roots of the fea grafs, confirmed me in this 
opinion. I opened fome both of the common and Magellanic 
forts i they were without pearls and excellent. I carried 
two or three dozen to the encampment j they were liked by all 
the lovers of this rtieil-fifti, and we afterwards ate them fre- 
quently. 

No remarkable occurrence happened from the nth to Thurt^ 
day the 22d of March. Provifions and other articles were landed 
for the ufe of the people who flaid to eftablilh this new colony; 
On the 2 1 ft, we laid the firft ftonc of the pyramid. 

There was one circumliance however that deferved notice, and 
occafioned various reflcftions among thofc who were witnefles of 
it. It was related to me on my return to the encampment, 
. On Thurfday the 32d of March, I was defirous of knowing 
the trutli of this circumftancc, and have fince been convinced of it 
more than once by ocular evidence. We carried over about a 
dozen hogs male and female. One of thefe was caftratcd. After 
they were all landed they went to feek their livelihood in the 
fields, and never failed to return every evening to pafs the night 
together near the encampment. At firft they had a kind of litter 
of hay made for them, which though in the open air they cer- 
tainly enjoyed very much, as they repaired to it fo punfVually. 
Somebody obfervcd that the caftrated hog generally returned 
about half "an hour fooner than the reft, took feveial turns round 
the litter and placed the hay in order ; that he took and carried 
it in his teeth to their lodging, and filled every place where it 
was wanting. When the left returned they lay down together, 
and he took his place laft. If any one of them found bis fituation 

H h uneaiy. 



8t6 



JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE 



uneafy, he got up, and falling upon the caftrated hog, bit hioi, 
and obliged him to fetch more hay to make up the litte*'. The 
females in particular were very nice in tills article. 

During our ftay one of tlvem brought forth eleven pigs, and 
another twelve. Befides tiKfc young ones, we left there eight 
fow8 and one boai*. It is cafy to judge how fail they will 
multiply. 

I returned to the encampment with an intention of ilaying 
only three days, and fetting out on the 23d, to go by land to a 
bay fituated to the South Baft of the iiland. M. de Bougain- 
ville having feen it in the tour he made fome days after our 
arrival, thought it delightful, and called it Beau-port^ as it was well 
adapted for a commodious harbour. I was to accompany M. 
rHuillier, and two or thiee others thither to take a draught of 
k. But as foon as M. de Bougainville and myfelf came to the 
encampment, M. rHuillier urged the neceffity of poftponing the 
expedition to Beau-port to the Thurfday following, his prcfcncc 
being abfoLutely necelfary to carry on the building. M, de la 
Gyraudais was the only perfon who retuincd on board the 
Sphinx. M. de Bougainville lay in his cott; I fpread a 
mattrefs upon fon>e hay in the fame tent, and lay in this manner 
nine nights. I employed the day in viftting the adjacent parts, 
in botanical refearches, and in otlier inquiries uito natural 
hiftory. 

On Saturday the 24th of Match, it was propofed that wc 
ihould go in fearch of the three flray horfcs, to fecure them 
with ropes, and bring them to the encampment, A party of 
thirty who fct out on this errand, found and furroundcd them. 
They fuffered us to approach fo near, that M. de St. Simon 
feized one of them by the mane ; but the mare which he held 
difengagcd herfelf by a violent effort which threw him down* 
and leaped with the reft over the ropes we had put round them. 
They ran fo far, that it was thought proper to give over the 
purfuit. 

a Wc 
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We had better fuccefs ^\th the cows and heifers. Thefc 
were in the fame manner fcattered and difperfcd over the country; 
but a little calf that had been caught being brought near the 
encampment, and tied to a ftake, the dam hearing if low in the 
evening came to gi\^ it the teat, and the reft followed her. By 
returning in this manner two or three days fucceflivcly, thefe 
animals became accuftomed to ir, and repaired punctually every 
evening to the ftabie that was buHt for them. 

On the 27th, M- de Bougainville and M. rHuillier ordered 
their cotts to be carried to the chamber in the new building, 
which was intended for M. de Nervine. They propofed to me 
the removal of my bed, but I rather chofe to flay in the tent, as 
the damp irtbing from the wails, which were rough-caft this very 
day, might prove prejudicial, 

I was near having reafon to repent of my refolution that 
very night. At ten in the evening, the wind fprang up at South 
Weft, and continued fo violent all day with frequent fhowers 
of rain, that it feemcd as if the tent would be carried away, or 
blown down upon me at every blaft. I lay there however the 
next night, but was obliged to change my quarters the day after, 
being the 29th. 

The tents were ftruck to fbmifli wood for the building, I 
Jbrrendcrcd mine, and removed to M. de Nerville's quarter. 

Mefl'. de Bougainville and de Nerville had, on the 21ft, laid 
the firft ftone of the bafe of the pyramid, or kind of obelilk, 
intended to be erc6ted in the center of the fort. A round filver 
plate, about two inches and a half in diameter, was depofitetJ irl' 
the ftone-work of the foundation; on one fide of which \vas 
etched with aqua fortis, the draught of that part of the ifland 
where the fort and habitation were fituated ; on the middle, the 
obcliik with thefe words for the exergue, Ti6i ferviat ultima 
Tbuk, On the other fide was the following infcription : 
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Difcovery. 

Settlement of the Malousne 

IJlandsy fuuated 51 d. 30 m. South 

latit. and 60 d. 50 m. Weft long. E. of the mer. 

of Paris, by the Eagle Frigate Caplam P. 

Ducks Guyotj Captain of a fire-fhip, and 

the Sphinx Sloop Captain F. Chenard^ 

Gyraudais Lieutenant of a Frigate, 

fitted out by Lenvis de Bougainville Colonel of Foot, Captain of 

the vefTel, Commander of the expedition, G. de 

Bougainville de Nerville Volunteer, and P. Darhoulin 

Adminiftrator General of the Ports in France, Conftrudlion of 

a Fort and Qbeliik embellifhed with a medallion 

of his Majefly Levels XV. agreeable to the plans of A* 

fHuillier de la Serre Engineer Geographer of the 

Camps and Armies fcrving on this Expedition 

under the Miniftry of £• de Cboijeul^ 

Duke of Stainvilie> In 

February 1764. 

[With thefe words for the exergue, Conamur tenues grandia,'^ 

This kind of medal is inclofed between two leaden plates, and 
the whole in a hollowed ftone. Near it is placed a double g1af& 
bottle well flopped with maftic to refift the wet, containing a 
roll of paper on which were infcribed the names, fu'iiames*. 
ranks, and countries of all the perfons who compofed both the 
fhip's companies employed on this expedition, and of the 
volunteers *. 

This fort was called Fort de St. Louis, It is fituated on a 
lifing ground, not overlooked by the neighbouring heights which. 

* This lift roll which is infcrted in the original, is omitted by th« Tranflator^ 
as not being intcreftiflg to the Englifh reader. The number of perfons on board 
ibc two (hips, including ofSccre, failors, pafiengers, fervants, &c. amounted in. 
all to 138, and 28 of thefe, including women <uid children, zccuincd in the iQand 
for the cfUbliQiauuit of the colony. 

are 
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arc at the diftance of at leaft two full leagues. It commands ail 
the adjacent country, and efpecially the entrance of the creek, 
at the extremity of which the new hahitation is built. Thia 
entrance is with good reafon called the GouUt^ or Gullet j becaufe 
when the fca is high, the opening is no more than a full piftol- 
fhot in breadth. 

M, Bade and myfelf went on the aSlh to &e the large bay, 
where I gathered a great quantity of the moft beautiful Ltmas^ 
or cochleae, with mother of pearl, and fafciated, and fome flat 
patellcc, which were extremely fine. On the 29th, it blew a 
ftorm, and there fell a great deal of fleet, attended with fqualls 
of wind. 

On the 3oih the wind blew very cold, with hazy and dark 
veathcr, which continued all night, a circumftance unufual in 
this country, at leaft fince our arrivaJ. Till this day, the 31ft, 
the Iky had almoft conftantly been fine and ferene. We had 
white frofts two or three times, and once only the ftanding 
waters were ikimmed over with ice ; but for fevcral days pa£t 
there had been a coolnefs in the mornings and evenings, which, 
in hot countries we ihould call cold. However from ten in the 
morning to five in the afiernoon, you feel the warmth of May 
in thofc places which are flieltered from the wind. 

The weather was hazy all night, and Sunday morning the firil 
of April. About ten the wind difperfed the fog, and veered ta 
the North North Weft, where it blew with fome violence, but 
iubfided at four in the afternoon, when I returned on board, 
with almoft all the officers who were not to v.?inter in the new 
colony. M. dc Bougainville and M. rHuillier, were the only* 
perfons wlio ftfud to fuperintend the work on the roof of the; 
building, which was almoft EniHied. 

The fame day Laurence Lucas, carpenter of the Sphinx, put 
the finifliing hand to the carving of the double flower-de-luce im 
ftone, which was to be placed on the top of the pyramid. The 
two medallions in wood, one reprelenting the buft of Lewis XV* 
and the other the arms of France, which were to be fijced oa 

two 
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two oppofitc fide& of the pyramid were in great forwardncfs. 
AJl the provKions and other articles which were intended to be 
left upon the ifland were hndcd, and lodged in the Magazine. 

On Monday morning the zd, M. Duclos Guyot went in the 
yawl to found the bay, round the fmall iiland covered with corn- 
liags, which was the neareft to the place where we were moored, 
and was called Ik au Tcnnelier^ or Cooper's ifland, becnufs our 
cooper was fettled there in order to carry on his bufinefs. 
M. Duclos every where found a good bottom, and con- 
cluded from the depth, that the true channel of the tide is on 
the fide of this ifland oppofite to that where we were moored. 
The afternoon was very windy. 

On Tuefday the 3d, it was calm all day, and the weather fine. 
M. de Bougainville repaired to the habitation, to make every 
preparation for taking poflefTion of thefc jflands, having fixed 
the day for Thurfday next, 

M. de Nerville and myfelf, pafTed the whole afrernoon upon 
the Burnt ifland, where we gathered a large falad of crefles and 
celery upon the banks of a pond at the eaftern point. The 
Jatter of thefe plants is very common in all the parts of this 
idand that we have vjfited. 

On the 4th, the wind which blew very frcfh, varied from the 
South South Wef]-, to the Well North Weft, the weather was 
fine, and the fea ran very high ; which did not however prevent 
our fportfmen from going out to kill buftards. Four officers 
belonging to the Sphinx, had brought from thence a hundred' 
and three fome days before. Our officers, encouraged by this 
fuccefs, determined to go thither, and killed eighty-three. Two 
of them killed but 36 this day, with fourteen ducks and teals. 
They gave 18 buftards to the Sphinx, on account of the pre- 
parations that were making for their departure, which was fixed 
for the next day. The fort fired one and twenty cannon to 
announce the ceremony of taking polTeflion, which was to be 
|)erformed the next day. 

At 
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At four o'clock on Thurftlay morning the fiftJi of April, our 
longboat was lent wkh her hawfcr and anchor, on board the 
Spliinx ; after which fhe weighed her two anchors, and got 
under fail at half an hour pafl feven, wkh a favourable wind 
9fi(l fine weather. 

At day-break the fort made a difcharge of one and twenty 
pieces of cannon. 

The moment the Sphinx failed, we all embarked in our yawls 
and one tifhing-boat to go to the fort. As foon as we landed 
ait the gullet, the fort faluted us with feveral guns. A party of 
the inhabitants, who had taken the refolution to remain in this 
new colony appeared in arms at the gullet. They conducted us- 
to the fort, at the foot of which wc found all the reft under 
sums. After the parade they accompanied us Co the fort with 
drums beating. 

All the company being afTcmbled at the fort, the pyramid waa 
opened ; I then folemnly fang the TV Deum ; after that the 
pfalm ExatuHar, then thrice Domine falvum fac regem. After this 
I rchcarfed the verle Fiai manui iua^ Domine, fitper virum dfxtera 
tuai the rcfponfe was, ^ fuper fiiium ifomims qucm conjirmafii 
Siifj, then the prayer kluafumus, cmnipotais Deus, ut famulus tuui 
Ludovicus Rex no/ier^ cff. for the profpcrity of his reign. Wc 
cried Vive le Roy fevcn times and fired twenty-one cannon. We 
cried again fevcn times Vive U Roy. M. de Bougainville then- 
produced the king's commifllon, appointing a governor in the 
new colony, which was deUvered to M. de Nerville, who was 
immediately received and acknowledged as fuch. M. de Bou- 
gainville, in the king's name, likewife proclaimed the other offi- 
ters, who were in tlie fame manner uuanimoufly acknowledged. 

An altar was likevvife creeled in the fort at the very bafe of 
the pyramid. 1 intended to have iiaid mafs there, to make the 
ceremony of taking polfenTion more facred and folcmn. But tli&: 
wind blew with fuch violence, that notwithftanding a tent was 
«red€d there, it was iJiought proper to content ourfelvca with. 
^ ceremony 1 have defcribcd. Wc aftei'wajds repaired to tha 
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'apartments in the habitation, where at eleven o'clock we had a 
plentiful breakfafl, the allowance to all the lliip*s company being 
doubled on the occafion. 

As foon as breakfaft was over, we went to vifit the feveral 
fpots on which different forts of grain had been fown eight or 
ten days before -, and found them fprung up, and in a very 
healthy and flourifiiing ftate. 

On our return, I flopped at a place where I had obfcrved a 
pretty common plant, which makes an excellent infufion : this 
I fhall defcribe hereafter. Having only time to gather a little 
of it, we took our leave, and returned on board. 

On Friday the 6th, at fix in the morning, M. de St. Simon 
and two others went on fliore in the longboat to water, and 
killed feventy buflards, twelve ducks, fome teals, and feveral 
fnipes, Thefe buftards, together with a great number that were 
killed before, were put in barrels ; fo that we had two tierces 
and fome barrels to fupply us on our return to France, 

The calm and the fine weather at fun-rife, favoured the exe- 
cution of M. de Bougainville's defign to furvey and take draughts 
of the great bay where we lay at anchor, of its creeks and the 
environs. With this view, MefT. I'Eiuillier, Duclos, his two 
fons, MelT. de St. Simon, Donat, le Roy and myfelf, embarked 
in the longboat, and landed at the bottom of the bay in a creek, 
which runs up a great way within the land. You fee it in the 
chart of the harbour. Meif. de St. Simon, Donat, and le Roy, 
went out a fporting, while MefT. I'HuiJlier, Duclos, Seigncujic, 
fome others and myfelf, made obfervaiions from the eminence 
or mountain E. When we had 6ni{hed our obfervations, and 
taken a draught of the bay with the graphometer, we amufed 
ourfelves with obfcrving a ruin, produced, as it fhould feem, by 
fome earthquake. It atforded a profpeft fo dreadfully plcafing 
'that I was extremely mortified at my want of time, and the 
neceflary inftruments, to (ketch out a perfeft reprefcntation of it. 
A painter might here find materials to compofe a picture of the 

aneft 
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fineil ruins. A (ketch of it is given in the plate» as alfo of a 
kind of amphitheatre fituated a hundred paces from it. 

We were no lefs adoniQied at the fight of the infinite number 
of ilones of all fizes thrown one upon another, and yet ranged 
as if they had been piled negligently to fill up fome hollows. 
We admired with infatiable delight the prodigious works of 
nature. I attempted in vain to engrave a name upon one of 
thefe ftones, which formed a table a foot and an half thick, ten 
feet long, and {ix broad ; it was fo hard that neither my knife 
nor a punch could make any imprefilon upon it. I tried feveral 
in the fame manner which were equally hard. I broke off a 
piece by Ariking a corner with another flone, and all the pieces 
that were broken ofi* had the appearance of freeilone por- 
phyrized. 

This freeflone as it is found in its beds, which run in all di- 
rections, is every where cut into tables of a different fize and 
thicknefs } but in fuch a manner as if art had been ufed. 
. Thefe ruins reprefented in the plate, refemble in feveral places 
the gates of a city, whofe arches are demolifhed ; and of which 
there remain only fome walls to the right and left, fllll raifed 
twenty or five and twenty feet, in the parallel angles forming 
the entrance. They are like the walls of a town, the ftones of 
which have been ranged according to the level and the per- 
pendicular, as they are in our walls compofed of freeftonc. 
Some angles are likewife- to be feen here, both faliant and re- 
entrant, fome out-works more than fifteen feel higli, and fome 
reflilineal proje^ions like corniihes, advancing at leafV half 
a foot, and which run at the fame height all along the pofterior 
or internal, as well as the anterior or external parts of the 
ruins. The only things wanting are the mouldings. 

To the left of the track leading from the fpot where we 
landed, we met with the eminence on which the Itones are 
ranged like the arches of an amphitheatre : the figure of which 
r liave given. Beyond thefe ruins lies a valley more than 
two hundred feet deep, and about half a quarter of a league 
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broad, the bottom of which is covered with flones thrown lo- 
gethcr promlfcuoufly, and fecms to have ferved as a bed to a 
river or fome large torrent, which running through the hollows 
made by ihcfe eminences, probably difchaiged itfelf into the 
great wertcrn bay I have mentioned. Tiie eminence which is 
beyond the valley appears to be covered with ruins, fimilar to 
thofe upon the eminence on this fide. Before you come to thefe 
you meet with an efplanade, or platform of earth, about twenty 
or twenty-four yards broad, which runs from the bale of the 
amphitheatre, beyond the firft opening of thefe ruins, which I 
faid refcmbled the entrance or gate of a city. The rubbifh of 
thefe feeming walls obftrudts the continuation of this efplanade 
where you fee two pieces of water, oi" refervoirs, one nearly 
round, the other oval, at a fmall diflance from each other ; the 
firft about twenty^five feet in diameter, the other thirty. A 
gentle declivity fifty feet broad leads from the efplanade to 
the ruins. 

From the bottom of the hill you fee kinds of hollows intirely 
filled with thefe proniifcuous heaps of ftones. 

Between thefe hollows are irregular fpots of ground, twelve, 
fifteen, twenty, and twenty-five feet in breadth, and twenty, 
thirty, and at leaft fifty in length, covered with herbage and 
heath, as if they had cfcaped the fliock. Between thefe pro- 
niifcuous heaps of flones, are every where left void fpaces or 
interftices, whofe depth cannot be eftimated. The fmalleil of" 
thefe ftones, none of which arc angular, the corners being 
rounded, arc two feet in length, and one in breadth or there- 
abouts ; their figure however is not regular. They are likewife 
compofed of a fpccies of freeftone which is of a very hard 
quality. It is an houi*'s walk from the place of our landing to 
the rubbifli, and the road is level all the way as far as the foot 
of the eminence on which the ruins are feen. 

As we returned, 1 gathered a little bag full of a plant which 
J ftiall defcribe in the fequcl under the name oi Luce mufi^uft or 
7be dts IJles Malokines : 1 ate twenty of the fruits of a fniall herb 
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which our mariners call Plat de hiene : and we 'returned on 
board loaded with game. 

After the ceremony of taking pofleflion, M, deNervillc invited 
us to a dinner he intended to give the Sunday following, by 
way of taking leave, and wiihing us a fpeedy return to France, 
We agreed to wait upon him. But our captain M. Duclos 
Guyot, having rcprefcnted to M. dc Bougainville, ihac the longer 
we deferred our departure, the greater would be our danger of 
inccting with bad weather and a tempeAuous fca, on account of 
the approach of winter in this country j that, two days fooner or 
Liter were of confequcnce, efpecially as M, dc Bougainville 
wiflied to give the court as early an account of his expedition 
ss poflibic ; ami that, it was therefore ncccflary to fcize the firft 
opixjrtunity of getting under fail : the refoluiion was accordingly 
taken on Saturday evening, to fail the next morning if the 
weather proved favourable. 

On Sunday the Sth of April, we failed at half paft four in the 
afternoon, the fort fainting us with twenty difchargcs of cannon. 
M. I'Huillier and fome others were difpatched early in the morn- 
ing to the habitation, to make our compliments of departure, 
and to bring two hogs and two dozen of fowls to make broth 
for thofe who might have the misfortune to be ill. 

When we arrived in the great bay, that is, when we had got 
beyond the iflands fituated in it, we lay by to wait for our 
longboat, which arrived at fix with our great anchor. When 
we had taken them and our yawl on board, we got under way 
at half part feven. At half pafV nine we were North and South 
of the ifland at the entrance of the bay. From this time to 
midnight, we directed our courfc to the Ealt, at the rate of 
three leagues and two thirds an hour. 

I could not have conceived, that at fifty-one degrees and 
an half latitude, and fixty longitude from the meridian of 
Paris, a climate could have been found fo temperate as that of 
tlic Malouine Illands. We landed at the eaftcni point, a part 
of the illand expofcd [Krhaps more thaji any other to colJ, white 
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frofts, and other inconveniences incident to a fituation almofl 
intirely cncompafTed with the fea, or with bays, forming a 
peninfula iwept by the South Weft and Weft winds, which 
are the moft frequent in thofe paits. We had reafon to draw 
this concUifion during more than two months ftay in the 
country even in the time of autumn, when the cold might be 
cxj^eiSled to be feh early in that latitude , and from the herbage 
in all the parts we vifited, inclining to the North Eaft and Eaft. 
Notwithftanding this, except the grafs which was whhered by the 
heats of fummer, as is ufual in all otiier countries, the other 
plants, and even the grafs of the fecond growth, were ftill very 
green at the time of our departure. 

In the quarter of the illand which we faw, the land every 
where prefcnts a very agreeable afpe^t. Mountains, or rather 
eminences which we called mountains, cncompafs plains farther 
than the eye can fee, divided by little rifmg grounds and hills 
which communicate by gentle declivities. At the foot of each a 
rivulet, more or Icfs cunfidcrable runs in winding mazes, and 
difchargcs itfelf into the fea through t-he numerous creeks of the 
bays. That in which we anchored (which might be called 
Baye de St. Louis on account of the fort o£ this name which is 
ereded on the land which terminates it, or rather Baye Rova/e, 
on account of the pyramid dedicated to Louis XV. our well- 
beloved monarch) runs up more than fix leagues within land, 
and naturally forms a good harbour in which more than two 
thoufand ftiips may ritle at anchor. There is every where a 
good bottom, iflands of different fizes, pcnlnfulas to the number 
of about twelve, which afford fuch fhcher from the moft violent 
winds, that perhaps there is never any fwell in ihofe parts. 

The entrance of this bay is at leaft two leagues over» and is 
contra61cd by a pretty large iflami at fomc diRance from the 
South Eaft point, as may be ken in the chart. 

This great bay which wa^ difcovered fifteen days before wc 
left the iiland, has been examined and traced in part by M. de 
Ijelcourt and M. Martin, who made an cxcurfion thither of two 

or 
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'or three days and nights. As we were dcfirous of obtaining a 
more perfcdl knowledge of its extent, Meif. de St. Simon and 
Donat fet out fomc days after the return of the two gentlemen 
I have jud now mentioned. They went at firft to the place 
where it approaches neareft to the habitation, which is at the 
diilance of two little leagues, and then kept along the fhore till 
they came to the bottom of it. They parted here to the oppo- 
fite fhoie, and followed it ten leagues. The brooks and a con- 
fiderable river which it was difficult to crofs, obftru(5iing theip 
farther progrefs, they determined to climb the highert niountaia 
they could find ; from whence they thought they ihould be ablet 
to difcover the entrance of this bay and the reft of its courfe^ 
They judged at that time that it ran at leaft fifteen leagues, 
within the land, and formed into a peninfula that part of the; 
country where we had eftabliflied our fettlemcnt. 

According to their account, the coaft of this bay prefcnts to. 
the view an excellent foil, and an agreeable profpedt. At every, 
quarter of a league it is watered by brooks and Imall rivasi one 
of which, that runs from the Weft, appeared to them to be fixtj' 
feet broad. They found a prodigious number of buftards ia- 
flocks of twenty or forty, and a great many other birds. Upoa 
the whole, they counted twenty-fix pretty large iflands in that- 
part of the bay which they furveyed. 

It may be doubted, wiiether there is not actually a ftreight 
which divides thcfc iilands, and communicates from Norili to 
South as fome navigators have imagined, and whether the ap- 
pearance of this bay might not have led them to form fuch a con»- 
jcdlure. Pcrluipi* they faw only its entrance, or not venturing on 
account of its running fo deep within tiie land and its great breadth^ 
to proceed farther into it, concluded that it formed a ftreight •. 

After an attentive examination of the Ibil at the habitation, 
and that of its environs, I think I may venture to pronounce it 
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of a mineral nature. The ochreous earths, both red and 
yellow, the fpars, the quartz, which are every where to be 
found, are evident proofs of it. The rocks which are commonly 
covered with grey and reddifli flate, fufficiently indicate a great 
quantity of fulphur. On breaking the tops of the rocks of 
quartz which appear on the furface, with crosvs and mattocks, 
I found in the crevices, marks of a vitriolick and coppery ma- 
trix. I likewifc difcovcrcd a fubllancc of a grcenifh call, whicli 
had the aftringency and acidity of verdcgreafe : I applied a little 
of it to the tip of my tongue, and was forced to fpit very much 
for a full quarter of an hour. Here you frequently meet with 
pyrites which are round, and fulphureous j and with others of 
irregular figures, which one would conclude belonged to an iron- 
mine, both on account of their weight and their blown colour, 
mixed with an ochreous earth of a reddt(h yellow, or of the colour 
of ruft. In digging to lay the foundations of the houles, M. de 
Bougainville obfcrvcd in the earth that was thrown up, Several 
pieces of broken quartz, which exhibited to the eye fpangles 
that glittered like gold. He picked up fome w])ich he brought 
to me, and I imagined at firft fight that it might be mica, or 
the yellow talc. However as the talc is not ufually fouiKl in 
the quartz, I thought it might be that fpecies of fulphur which 
glitters in the pyrites. We were unfortunately unprovided with 
the neceifary materials for making experiments ; we had no 
coals, or wood, wo furnace, or even aqua rcgia, nor could any 
be made with ib fmall a quantity of aqua fortis. The crucibles 
I brought were ufeleis to me. There was bcfides, too fmall a 
quantity of thefc httle glittering particles, and we had too many 
other objc*5ls to engage our attention, to be at leifure to ran- 
fack the earth for fuch a collection of them, as would be 
fufiicient to make an experiment, I therefore contented myfclf 
with vifuing the place where the ground had been dug, and 
examining the earths that were thrown up. - In a hollow at the 
dc])ih of about fix feet, I perceived a bed of earth lying ob- 
liquely, fix inches broad in fome places, the reft of an unequal 
6 breadth, 
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breadth, which entered the ground in the fame diredion. This 
bed was compofed of quartz covered with a tufty earth, yellow 
and red ochrc, and a fort of hollow Hints, fevcral of which 
were filled with a fpecies of fine bole, of a fltih or rofe colour in 
fome, and of the colour of fine lacca in others; fevcral, with a 
very fine earth of a browniHi red colour. The cover, or ftony 
cruft which furrounds thefe fine earths, is commonly of the 
fame colour with the inclofcd fubftance. I have met witli fome 
of them grey, very much refembling filver ore. Their colour 
became rather deeper when expofed to the fire, which gave me 
reafon to conclude that they are of an ochieous quality, aud 
that they confift chiefly of iron. On my return to France, I 
fhewcd fome of ihcfc pieces of quartz to perfons verfed in expe- 
riments on foITils, who likewife judged them to be iron ore. 

Having therefore no liopes of nlaking difcovcries of this kind» 
I turned my attention on the plants of the country. J met wiihi 
only four or five of thofc kinds which grow in France. Here 
is plenty of red and white celery, which has a fweet and plcafant 
tafte, vhough produced without culture* Wc ate it in faliads^ 
and foups every day. Some of our mariners called it Macedcnian 
ParJIiyj and were afraid of it at firft:, but ate it afterwards with- 
out fcruple, efpecially as the country afforded no other greens. 

M, Duclos, captain of the Eagle, found fome hartfhorn, or 
rocket which he called Crefonette^ and brought it to the encamp- 
ment. On tafting it, we found it rather too poignant. As M, 
de Nervillc and myfelf were walking along the fide of a pond, 
wc met with fome very good crcdcs, nnd frequently ate them 
mixed with celery. Along the banks of a little rivulet, I have 
-fccn the GremuiiUtte or crowfoot, as well as the ranunculus^ 
which is cultivated in gardens for the beauty of its fiowers. 

Our pilots obfcrving that wc were fond of a plane which had 
rather a fingular appearance, were induced to tarte it. It has a 
milder and more agreeable acidity than even the round leaved 
ibrrel. They found it fo palatable tliat ihey put it into their 
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fojp the fame day, and as wc did notpcrceive that they fuffered 
any irccnveniencc frcm it, wc ordered fome of it in our own. 

This plint prod Lices leaves ranged in a circular form, fome- 
times elgijieen or twenrv in number, at the extremity of a 
cherry. c:.!cured petiole as thick as a crow quill, round and 
generally iro:n feven xo eight inches high, always rifing above 
the plants which furround it. The leaf is of a light green. 

It has only one ilem nearly fimilar to the footftalk of the 
kives, Nvhich lupports a Ongle white flower confiAing of a pen- 
tapliyllus calix, and having the figure of a very fmall tulip ; it 
expands in the fame manner, and emits a very fweet {inell like 
tlie almond. The leaf of the plant is ihaped like a heart, the 
extremity of which is very much lengthened :. each leaf is 
faAened to the petiole or footitalk by this extremity, and forms 
a kind of hoop. See the figure in the plate. I have never feen 
any of thefe leaves quite expanded s they are almoft always funk 
into a channel. Ten, twelve, and often more of thefe leaves or 
Icaiy ftenis proceed from the point of a long twifted root, 
covered with fmall pointed fcales of a red colour inclining to 
Vermillion, lying horizontally two or three fingers deep. This 
plant is very common. We called it Vinaigrette from its tafte. 
Perhaps it belongs to the clafs of wild forrel. 

The plant rcprefented in the figure next to that of the Vinai' 
grcffe, may be ranked among the Satyrions : its leaf feems at 
lirrt ri£;ht to fuggeft this conjecture: however as the orcliifes 
]i;ive uVaallv no more than two tubercles at their root, and this 
i)l.int has twelve roots or more, fliaped like thofe of the goat's 
bcnid ami vt-ry long, I think it ought not to be placed in the 
clal':^ of the orchifes. 1 take it to be the EpipaCiis, mentioned by 
r;uh.'r l\niilee, page 729. pi. 29. under the denomination of 
/■;.V'.^...V/J amfh f^re lutea vulgo gravilla : the root of the Epi- 
]yxA\s of th'.^ Malouine lllands, bears however a greater refem- 
1)1 incc to that of the Epipatlis floribm mo verfu difpojitis vulgo 
A/^7, wiiich hs muntions p. 726. and is reprefented in pi. 17, It 
-rov.s in the dry and barren parts of Chili, and the Epipaftb 
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fore luteo in the moid parts of the fame country: that of the 
Malouine Iflanda likewife grows in low and moiil places. The 
root of this confifts of feveral knobs, which are formed into a 
bunch. I have fccn from ten to twelve of them, and fometimcs 
more. Their length cmi an average is three inches, and fome 
of them arc more than half ^n inch in thicknefs. They arc 
covered with a fmall thin fkin, inclofing a friable, foft, watery 
fubftance, which at firft has a fwectiih tafte, but when it is 
chewed leaves fo ftrong a flavour or relifli of ambergreafe in the 
mouth, that it a little. refembles cat's urine. 

I have not been able to difcover the flowers of this plant, 
though I have fccn feveral of every fizc. The higheft of thcna 
have cajifules filled with feed, and a kind of tuft at the extre- 
mity rcfembling a duller of dried petals of a reddifh caft, 
without any determinate fmell. 

The feed is a very fine red duft, that fills the hollow part of 
the capfiile, which is divided into four or five compartments. 
After the mofl careful examination, I have not been able to 
difcover any other kind of feed. 

The flcm of the plant never rifcs higher than {t\tn or eight 
inches, and is covered with pretty long leaves, which frequently 
form a fliallow channel ; fome are perfcdly flat : they are all 
fmooth, and of a green colour, refembling that of the leaf of 
the orchis. 

Jn all places waflied by the water there is found a fpecies of 
fj)lecn-wort, which grows like a fungus, and fupports a ftem, 
with hollow leaves, in which the feed is contained : a circum* 
fiance not common in any f^wcies of the maidenhair, in which 
the feed is a duft adhering .to the verge of the prone diJk of the 
leaf. In this plant we arc defcribing, the llcm that fupports 
the feed rifes fingly on the right fide of the root, the leaves being 
at the fame time circularly dilpofcd, or vertical. The ftem itfcif, 
or if you will, ihe only leaf in the whole plant, wliich fupports 
the feed, is in proportion r.car an inch longer than the longeft 
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of thofe leaves which grow out of tlie fame root. This feed 
however, like that of the maidenhair, is a thick red dufl, 

111 the fields, amongft the lierbage which covers almofl the- 
vrholc furfacc of the foil of the ifland, there is a pretty commorv 
plant with a white flower, radiated like that of the dandelion,, 
but the petals are fharp pointed; The leaves the largeft of which 
are three inches long, and th^ ftem, vvhich is about a foot high-, 
arc of a green colour and rather foft like cotton. Upon eaci* 
ftem is a fingle flower, which fmells exa£lly like Benzoin. 

There is another plant, whofe flem and leaves rcfeniblc thofe 
of the preceding, which bears a bunch of yellow flowers, twelve 
or fifteen in number, equally radiated, and very pleafing both 
to the fight and fnlell, This flower is fupported by a ftjuamous 
calyx. The root is a mafs of fmall fibres, all terminating at the 
bottom of the plant. 

Here are alfo two plants to be met with, which both produce a 
red frnit : the fruit of one of them fo much refembles a rafberry, 
that it is eafy to miflake it when feparated from the plant : its 
tafte is fomething like that of the mulberry, but much more 
agi'e'eable. It is a creeping plant, ftrikcs root at each joint, and 
has a fmall Jeaf like that of the yokc-elm. 

The leaf of the other plant is rather hairy, fomething like 
that of the mallow. The ftcm which fupports the fruit is fo- 
little elevated, that a part of it is frequently under-ground. It 
IS fliaped like a mulberry, but of a lively vcrmillion : the feed is- 
dry and almoft taflclefs. 

Amongft the herbage and heath, there grows another plant full 
SIS remarkable as thofe I have mentioned. Its fruit is pleafmg, 
to the eye, and agreeable to the tafte. It makes an excellent 
liquor intufed only in brandy and fugar, as it has a very 
giatcful o :'onr of amber and mufk, which would not difguft iny 
one who has even an averfion to thofe two perfumes, and would- 
be infiniicly pleafing to thofe who are fond of them. The In- 
dians who inhabit ihc fouthern parts of Canada, prefer the 
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Jnfufion of tliis plant to the beft tea. They drink "it both for 
plcafure and health j they fay that it. cheers the heart, reflores 
and foitifies the flotnach, cleanfes the brain, and communicates 
a balfamic virtue to the blood. M. DucIo5 our captain^ a Cana- 
dian, and fome officers belonging to our frigate, who made a 
confiderablc ilay in that country during the lall war, aflUrcd 
mc of diis, and took great pains to provide a plentiful flock of 
it. They call this plant Lucet mufquL It has the delicate and 
fweet fcent of myrtle. Its ligneous branches lie clofe to the 
ground, creeping like thofc of the wild thyrac, which this plant 
rcfembles in its (lems and leaves, with this difference only, that 
they are not quite fo acute. I never faw it in flower ; nor do 
any of our officers remember to have fecn it : but whatever its 
flower may be, it is fucceeded by a fruit refembling that of the 
myrtle, only larger when it comes to maturity. At firft it ap- 
pears red, and moil commonly grows white as it ripens. It 
then becomes oval, and is crowned with four green points which, 
expand themfelvcs like thofe of the pomegranate. It contains a 
fmall quantity of feeds, like the yilis Idaa ; its juice is fweet, 
Moft of thcfe fruits are as large as tliat of the hawthorn, but I 
have (zzn ibme of the flze of a lloc. Sec the plates. 

Another plant whofc name and properties I am unacquainted 
with, grows in fandy places upon the fea-coaft : but it is un- 
common. SufpecHng that it might have fome virtues, which, 
if difcovered, might prove of advantage to mankind, I gathered 
the feed. The leaves of it, which rcfcmble the head of a blunted 
fpear, and are nearly oval, are produced on a long flalk which 
fifes from the root itfclf. They are more woolly than thofe of 
the Verbafcum^ called Higb'taper, or MulUin. Its flowers arc yel- 
low, radiated, difpofed in bunches, and fupportcd by a calyx, 
which becomes round like that of an artichoke, and when the 
flower is fallen, contains a long angular feed much like that 
of endive, 

Wc met with but one kind of fiirub in that part of the 
country which we vificed. It is found in moill lands, on the 
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little hills through which the watei-s pafs in their defcent from 
the heights. This Ihrub grows to the fizc of rofcmary, which 
it perfe6lly refembles in its leaves, except that they arc fhorter 
and rather fmallcr. The flowers are white, much like thofe of 
the Eafter daify, or the daify of the fields. They are not ranged 
in the form of ears like thofe of rofemary, but each flower is 
placed at the extremity of each fmall branch, in fuch a manner 
that the fhrub appears intirely covered with them. 

The flowers and leaves have fcarce any fmcll j and the little 
they have does not refcmble that of rofemary. It is certainly 
not the plant which Frczier mentions in his account of the 

South Sea by the name of the P an Indian name, and 

which the author of admiral Anfon's voyage affirms to be very 
common at Port St. Julian, on the coaft of the Patagonians, 
fituated in almoft the fame degree of latitude with the Malouine 
Irtands, where the flirub I fpeak of is alfo very common : but 
he fays, that it refembles rofemary and has the fame fmcll. The 
bark of this on the Malouine Iflands is greyifh, tolerably fmooth, 
and tlie wood is yellow. 

Among the flirubs may be ranked a ligneous plant, which 
commonly grows in fuch parts of thefc iflands as are fupplied 
with frclh running water. At the diftance of fome paces it 
might be taken for a fmall rofe-tree ; but upon a nearer exami* 
ration, the leaves, which come out in pairs, rather rcfemblc 
that of pimpernel. It is indeed rather longer, and its taftc 
as well as the lop which elevates the iced, bear fome affinity to 
it : this top is oval, not unlike the outward coat of the chcfnut, 
or one of thofe red berries which the fweet briar or wild rofc 
exhibits in autumn. This flirub has a creeping flcm, fomctimes 
an inch in thicknefs, and four or five feet in length. From this 
ftcm are produced branches eight or ten inches high, which arc 
terminated by the flower and the feed. I did not fee any of 
thefc in flower, it being too late in the fealbn. 

The drier foils produce two or three forts of broom with a 
red fruit, which differ much from the European kind. They 

have 
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lave all a refinous fmell. There is another pretty hrge plant 

/hich taftcs cxa€^ly like the young fhoots of the pine-tree, called 

["Sn Canada the Sapinette^ of which is made a fermented Hquor of 

Whe fame name, which is very wholefome. We tried to make 

jtlic fame kind of liquor with this plant : thofe who had been in 

JCanada affirmed that it had the fame tafte, Wc drank of it 

* feveral times, and found it exceedingly good. ^It will be of 

great fcrvice to thofe who may hereafter fettle in thcfe iflands ; 

as this plant is to be found there in great plenty, and the 

liquor that is made from it may be ufed inllead of beer. The 

ftem and leaves are of a pale green inclining to yellow, and 

may be claffcd with thofe creeping plants which have a round 

ftem very pliant, and foractimes as thick as the barrel of an 

eagle's quill, though oftner that of a goofe-quill. The leaves 

come out in pairs on the fides of the branches, being faftened to 

a veiy fliort footflalk, and are fliaped pretty much like thofe of 

the gum-tree, which I have fpoken of before. This plant flourifhes 

as well in low, as in high and dry giounds. The flower, which 

is herbaceous, leaves behind it a white tuft fliaped like a loofe 

brufh, and bears no fruit. 

The leaves of the largeft of the two kinds of broom which 
produce it, are round, and of a whitifli green ; they are crowded 
in fuch numbers round the branches that they quite conceal 
them. The fruit is of the fire of a pea, of a red colour, and is 
tolerably well tafted. 

The leaves of the other arc placed in the fame manner round 
the branches, but are fmallcr, terminating in a point, and are 
of a very fine green. The fruit has a kind of berry like that of 
the hawthorn ; but its colout* is a fine carmine : and it is finaller 
than that of the laft mentioned broom. Tlie plant is likewiis 
Tiot fo large : it is pretty commonly found among the gum-tree?, 
between which its branches infinuate themfelvcs in fuch a man- 
ner that you would take it for a branch of the fame plant, 
though with different leaves fuppoiiing the fruit. 
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This gum-tree forms but one green head, as its leaves do not 
exceed eacii other in length more than the fourth part of a line. 
It requires a very clofe infpeiStion to dilVuiguifii ihem. They 
are as it were glued one above another in the form of a rofc. 
The flower io nearly refembles the capfule which contains the 
feed, that it may'eafiJy be miflaken for it. This capfule greatly 
refembles that of the anifeed, but it is of a grey earth colour. I 
have feen feveral of thefe gum-trees more than ten feet at their 
greaieft diameter, and from four to four and an half in height. 
They are in general nearly circular j but tiie largeft arc Hiaped 
like a potatoe cut in two. 

I have met with few remarkable fea plants except that which 
our mariners called Bandrcux, Its Hems rife to the furface of 
the water, upon which they extend a great way, and are fup- 
ported by means of a kind of bubble filled with air, from which 
die ftalk of the leaf is generated, 

Thefe baudreux are found in great quantities along the coaft, 
and even a full league from land^ in places from fifteen to 
eighteen fathoms deep ; fo that the flcm, in order to reach the 
furface and extend itfclf fo far upon it, mufl be twenty fathom* 
in length. I once amufed myfelf with taking meafure of one 
which the waves had by chance broken oft^ and thrown upou 
the furface; I thougiu I fhould never have feen the end of it. 

The roots of thcfc baudreux, as well as the ftem of the plant, 
are yellow, interwoven with each other fo as to form a large 
bunch, which affords a fheltcr to the fineft mufcles, both of the 
Magellanic as well as the fmooth and common kinds. Here arc 
likewife found purpura, cochlea?, and feveral other iJiella, The 
mother of pearl and fafciated limas Uvc amongfl the ficms and 
leaves. 

Thefe leaves are two feet and an half in length, and their 
grcatcft breadth is four inches. They are of a yellow red, rcfem- 
bling in colour the leaf of a dead tree which begins to rot. 
Their fupeificles is uneven, as if the leaf was figured. Sec 
the plates. 

This 
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This plant produces thirty ftems from a finglc root, whirl) is 
faftcned to the bottom of the ftra by one extremity, fhnped like 
the broad end of a trumpet, or wide funnel. From this pro- 
ceeds a bundle of roots or intertvvifted ftems, among which 
itones and fhells of the kind I have mentioned are frequently 
found. The leaves grow upon the ftcm at intervals. A muci- 
laginous and frothy fluid oozes from the ftems, and affords 
naunftiment to the ftiell-fi(h that adhere to them. When the 
waves have diflodgcd thcfe bundles from the bottom, and tlirown 
them upon the ftiore, and when the leaves becoming withered 
by the adion of the air, and the rays of the fun, are feparated 
from them, our mariners call them Goemon or Sea-grafs. If 
one is not careful to take out the ihclUfifti as foon as the fea 
which has thrown them on fliore has ebbed, the (hells arc not 
worth prefei*ving : the fun calcines them, deftroys their fincft 
colours, and rc<luccs them to lime, fo that tliey become friable 
between the fingers. In order therefore to collect fuch of them 
as dcfcrvc a place in the cabinets of the curious, thefe weeds 
muft be pulled up from the bottom of the fea with the drag, or 
the ihcll-fifh picketl out fiom the weeds as fooa as the fea has 
thrown them on fliorc. 

The lepas, or patellae, of the Malouine Iflands afe fupcrior in 
beauty to any in France. They are for the moft part oval. 
The inner furfacc exhibits the fineft mother of pearl ; the bottom 
of the concavity is often lined with the red brown tortoife-ihell, 
which appears to be gilt. The outward furface is ftriated and 
channeled, the projecting parts are of a brown tortoifc-ftjcU 
colour, and the bottom is variegated with mother of pearl and 
gilt tortoi(e-ftieIL 

I have k^i\ fomc that were three inches and upwards at their 
greateft diameter* There are five or {\x forts of them which are 
more or kfs oval ; in fome the cavity is of a confidcrablc depth, 
in others, though of the fame diameter, it is Icfs deep by three- 
fourths. 1 have fome in my pofTcflion an inch and an half 
broad at their fmall diameter, whkh are not three lines \n 
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depth ; and others an inch broad whofe cavity is an incl\ deepj 
The inner furface of thefe is moli commonly of the colour of fine 
white porcelain, and the bottom of the cavity of gilt tortoife- 
flielL 

There are fome of this kind very large and beautiful, having 
an oval aperture in the center of the top, white within, and 
llaincd with (Iripcs of purple and violet, which widen as they ex- 
tend from the center to the circumference. 

The fourth fort is by fomc called Dragoon's cap j the largeft 
aperture I have had an opportunity of obferving docs not exceed 
from nine to ten lines in diameter, and f\x or feven in depth j 
the outward fuperficics is grey, almoft fmooth, and has fbme- 
times ftripes inclining to brown ; the infide is ufually of the 
colour of the lees of red wine with a little tinflure of brown. 

In many of tiiefe patellae the perforation in their convex part is 
not placed directly in the middle, but rather towards one of the 
edges of the greateft diameter. In one of them it is fituated as 
near as poffiblc to one of the extremities. This patella is very 
flat; its flieli is fo thin, that it requires great nicety and care 
not to break it. The two furfaces are fmooth, ami filvered over 
when the external one is Gripped of its outward covering, which 
IS of a filemot colour. Here is likewife found a concamerated pa- 
tella which is fmall and white, both within and without ; I never 
faw any of this fort but upon tlie fliore, and they were always 
without the fifli. To thefe may be added that fort which our 
fcamen call Goridolas or Boati ; becaufe it rcfembles them in fi- 
gure when the bottom is turned uppermoft : but their upper 
furface is like the coat of the millepedes. It is compofcd of eight 
pieces, inferted into each other in fuch a manner, that the fifli can 
roll itfelf up, form itfelf into a round ball, and inclofe itfelf in 
its fiicll, A flefliy fubftance runs quite round with rough hairs 
three or four lines in length. The fhell is variegated with ftnpcs 
or f^rcaks of a fine blui/li green, a milky-coloured white, and a 
dark ill] brown, 
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The Malouine iflantis abound with four kimh of miifcles ; the 
common, the Magellanic, and two other forts which differ in 
iliapc both from the common and Mngcllanic. I have ken 
fome of thcfe laft forts, the (hell of which was from ^vc to fix 
inches long, and three inches broad, Thofe which are gathered 
from the rocks left dry when the fca retires, are common- 
ly full of pearls, fome of which are pretty enough. Thofc 
which adhere to the fhell, or are difperfcd over the body of the 
inufcle, are of a violet blue inchning to black ; they are often 
imeven, and bear a great refemblance to turnip-feed. The |)€arls 
of the large Magellanic kinds are white, but feldom of a good 
lize, and clear colour. They are likewife veiy apt to break in 
attempting to fcparate them from the HkII. Thole which arc 
found on the body of the miifcle, are properly nothing more 
than feeds. It is highly probable that thefc pearls proceed from 
fome diforder in the fifl-), as they are feldom found in mufcles 
which are conftantly waflied by the fca-watcr. The want of 
water, at a time when the fun darts his rays fiercely, undoubt- 
c<i]y occafions an extreme thirft, and a languor that impairs 
tiiem» and creates an ob{)ru6tioa ; from which thcfe pearls arc 
generated. 

The fliell of one of the other two kinds of mufcles is white, 
tranfparent, and fo light that the leaft breath of air blows it oft" 
the hand. The other, though larger, is of a very fliining red 
brown gold colour, particularly when under water, and the fun 
ihines upon it. When empty, it is fcarce heavier than the pre- 
ceding one, for the wind alone throws it upon the ihorc. Sec 
the plate, &c. 

The large and fmall Magellanic mufcles are of the whitenefs 
of mother of pearl, divided by purple ftripcs, adapted to the cir- 
cular figure of the fliell. The coat which covers the external 
furfacc is of a muddy brown : but when this is taken off, it dif- 
plays a fine flcy-blue veined with purple ftripes. The channels 
diminiili infenlibly as they approach the Hiarp end, which is fine 
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mother of pearl, and from which they proceed as from their 
center. Sec the figure of thefe mufdes in the plate. 

A great number of oihe^* different fliells engage the attention 
of the curious upon the coaft of ihcfe iflands : foliated buccina, 
fpinofe buccina, fcrevv fliells, of different kinds, Purpura, fafciated 
Cochlea;, concamcratcd Cochlea:, Nerit^, fmooth Chamje, flriated 
Chamaj, Scollop (hells, Pe^iines, Echini, Sca-Afterix, and a fpecies 
of Concha, which our fcan)en call Gu^ulie deRayes. This laft ihell 
has not tilllalcly bcai known except among the foflil fliells, and it 
has been doubted whether it cxiikd in nature. In the fubfequent 
voyages made to the fame iflands, fo great a quantity of them 
has been colle^ed, that they have been diftributed among the 
cabinets in Paris: fo that the only flicll of the kind which J de- 
pofited, on my return, in the cabinet of the Abbey of St, Ger- 
main des Prcs, is no longer a rarity. 

TJiere are probably fevcral other fliells along the coaft of the 
main fca, which I have not had an opportunity of feeing, be- 
caufe the place where we anchored was about ^\yi leagues in the 
bottom of the bay j and the fpot on which we pitched our tents, 
and fixed our habitation was near two leagues farther. Through- 
out this whole bay, I have ittn no other kinds of fliells than thofe 
I have defcribed : nor did we meet with any fifli befides thofe I 
have mentioned, except fome white porpoifes, and feveral whales. 

There are three kinds of amphibious animals very commonly 
ibund on thcfe iflands ; fea-wolves, fea-lions, and penguins. I 
bave faid fomething of each of thefe; but fliould add, with re- 
gard to the fccond, that the nameof 7?(7-//Vff does not fo pro- 
perly belong to thofe I have defcribed, (and of which the author of 
Admiral Anfon's Voyage treats pretty largely) as to another fi>e- 
cies, in which the hair that covers the back part of the head, neck 
and flioulders, is at kail as long as the hair of a goat. It gives 
this amphibious animal an air of rcfemblance to the common lion 
of the forcft, excepting the difference of fize. The fea-lions of 
the kind I fpcakof, are tvyenty-ftve feet in length, and frona nine- 
teen to twenty in their greateft giicumfercnce. Sec the plate. In 
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Thofe of the fmall kind have a head refembling a 



other refpcfls they refcmblc the fca-lions, of which I have given 

the figure. 

mailiff's with clofe cropt cars. 

The teeth of the fea- lions which have manes, are much largo: 
and more folid than thofe of the reft. In thcfc all the teeth 
which arc inferted into the jaw-bone arc hollow. They have 
only four large ones, two in the lower and two in the upper 
jaw. The rclt are not even fo large as thofe of a jjorfe. I 
brought home one belonging to the true fea-lion, which is at leaft 
three inches in diameter, and feven in length, though not one of 
the iargeil. We counted twenty-two of the fame fort in the jaw- 
bone of one of thefe lions where five or fix were wanting. They 
were intircly folid, and projected fcarcc more than an inch, or an 
inch and an half beyond their fockets. They are nearly equal in 
folidity to flint, and arc of a dazzling white. Several of our fea- 
mcn took them for white flints when they found them upon the 
fliore. I could not even perfuade them that they were not real 
flints, except by rubbing them againft each other, or breaking 
fome pieces ofl^, to make them fenfible that they exhaled the fame 
fmell as bones and ivory do when they are rubbed or fcraped. 

Thefe fca-lions that have manes, are not more mifchievous or 
formidable than the others. They are equally unwieldy and 
heavy in their motions j and are rather difpofcd to avoid than 
to fall upon thofe who attack them. Both kinds live upon fifli, 
and water-fowl, which they catch by furprize, and upon grafs. 
They bring forth and fuckic their young ones among the corn- 
flags, where they retire at night, and continue to give them 
fuck till they are large enough to go to fea. In the evening you 
fee them alfembling in herds upon the fhore, and calling their 
^ams in cries fo much like lambs, calves and goats, that, unlefs 
apprifed of it, you would eafily be deceived. The tongue of thefe 
animals is very good eating: we preferred it to that of an ox 
or calf. For a trial we cut off the lip of the tongue hanging out 
of the mouth of one of thefe lions which was juft killed. About 
fixtecn or eighteen of us cat each a pretty large piece, and jve all 
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thougUt it fo good, that we regretted wc could not cut more 
of it. 

'Tis faid tliat their fiefii is not abfolutely difagrceable. I have 
not tafted it ; but the oil which is extraded from their greafe is 
of great ufe. This oil is cxtraiffed two ways ; cither by cut- 
ting the fat in pieces and melting it in large cauldrons upon the 
fiiej or by cutting it in the fame manner upon hurdles, or pieces 
of board, and expofmg them to the fun, or only to the air : this 
greafe diflblvcs of itfclf, and runs into veflcls placed underneath 
to receive it. Some of our feamen pretended that this laft fort of 
Cil, when it is freOi, is very good for kitchen ufes: this, as well 
as the otlier, is commonly ulcd for drcHing leather, for vellcls, 
and for lamps. It is preferred to that of the whale : it is always 
clear, and leaves no fcdiment. 

The fkins of the fea-Iions are ufed chiefly in making port- 
manteaus, and in covering trunks. When they are tanned, they 
have a grain almofV like Morocco. They are not fo fine, but 
are lefs liable to tear, and keep frefli a longer time. They make 
good flioes and boots, which, when well feafoned, are water- 
proof.. 

The Penguin is fo fingular an animal, that it is not eafy to 
fay to what genus or fpecies it belongs. It has a bill like a bird, 
and feathers; but they are fo fine and fo unlike common feathers, 
that they have properly the appearance of hair as fine as filk, 
even when you are near enough to examine and touch them. 
You can only be convinced of the contrary by plucking one of 
them, upon which you difcover tlie barrel and feathers of a quill. 
Inftend of wings ic has two fins, which arc articulated in the 
fame manner as the wings of birds, and arc covered with very 
fmall feathers which might be taken for fcalcs. At firft fight it 
appears to have no thighs, and its feet, which are rough like thofe 
of gecfc, ftcni to come out diredily from the body on each fide of 
-the tail, wh.ch is nothing more than a continuation of the fea- 
thers, nca;!y in the iame manner as in ducks, but much ihoner. 
The neck, the back^ and the fins arc of a bluiih grey, blended 
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throughout with a pearl-coloured grey. The belly down front 
the neck is white. The old ones have a while flripe round their 
eyes mixed with ytllow, which is not iinhke fpeflaclcs. From 
thence this ftripc extends on both fides along the neck, where it 
is fomciimcs double, and pafllng clofe to the fins, terminates at 
the feet which are of a darkilh grey, and have very thick toes. 
Its noife is like the braying of an afs. Its afped and its motion 
are different from that of birds. It walks upright, with its head 
and body ere6^, like a man. At the diftanceof an hundred paces, 
you would take it for one of the children of the choir in his ha- 
bit. The largeft of thofe we have taken may be about two feet 
ten inches high. 

They live among the corn-flags like the fea-wolves, and earth 
themfclves in holes like foxes. They fuffcr one to come fo near 
them without {lining, that one may kill them with a (lick. As 
you approach them, ihey look at you, turning their head to the 
right and tlien to the left, as if they made a jcft of you, and mut* 
tered ironically f-Vbat a fine felh'w have tve got here I They fome- 
times retreat when you arc five or fix feet from them, and run 
pretty much like a goofc. If they aic furprifed and attacked, 
they run in upon you, and endeavour to defend themfclves by 
ftrikhig at your legs with their bills ; they have recourfe to ftra- 
tagem to gain their point, and pretending to retreat fideways, 
turn back in an inftant, and bite (b hard that they take the piece 
out, if you have nothing to iccure your legs. They are ufually 
fccn in flocks, fometimes to the number of forty, ranged in order 
of battle, and eye you as you pafs at the diftance of twenty paces. 
Their flcfh is black, and has rather a perfumed tafte. We ate of 
them fevcral times in ragouts, which we found to be as good a^ 
thofe made of a hare, Wc look otf the Ikins from fevcral, with 
a view of preferving ihem, but they were fo oily that we threw 
them into the fca : it was likewifc their moulting-feafon, I 
wrapped the (kin of a young one in ftraw, which is in very 
good prefervation ; I have depofited it in the cabinet of natu- 
ral 
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ral curiofities belonging to the Abbey of St. Germain des Pr&,' 
Sec the Plate. 

When they take to the water, and find it deep enough to cover 
their neck and fhoulders, they plunge into it, and fwim as quick 
2S any fifh. If tliey meet with any obiiacle, they fpring four or 
five feet out of the water, and then plunge again, in order to 
purfue their courfe. Their dung exhibits only an exceeding fine 
earth, of a ycllowifh red, interi'perled with fmall ihining points 
like mica j it might be taken for the Lapii fortuiius^ 

As for the bin!s in thefe jflands, there are but few found upon 
land. There is a flock of birds upon the fhore like fmall thrufhes, 
of a brown grey, fo tame that they come flying almofl: upon 
your finger, I killed ten with a fmall fwitch in leis than half an 
hour, without changing my place. They fcratch among the fca- 
grafs which is thrown on (liore, and eat the worms and fmall 
ihrimps, which we call Fuces de mer, becaufe they arc Ikipping 
inccflantly like fleas. 

Blackbirds are likewife found here, and a kind of thrufh with 
a yellowilh belly. They feed in the fame manner as the bird I 
have juft now defcribcd. Wc killed a kind of fVarling in the 
fields, the upper |iart of whofe neck, back, and wings, is marked 
and fpecklcd almoft like thofc in France; the bill is likewife 
ihaped in the fame manner : but the lower part of the neck and 
belly arc of a very fine red, fomewhat inclining to a flame co- 
lour; this red is befprinklcd with fome black fpots. I could not 
give a true refeniblance of it without making ufe of the minium 
or red lead. Sec the Plates. 

Here are great numbers of wrens like thofe in France, fnipcs, 
curlieus and fea-larks : likewife a fmall bird, not often fccn, like 
thofe that hover about flocks of fliccp; thefe birds have all an ex- 
cellent flavour. 

Upon the fea-coaft is almoft always fcen a kind of duck, which 
flies in pairs and fometimes in flocks; the feathers of its wings 
arc veiy fliort, and only ferve to fopport it in running upon the 
water, for it never flics. Its plumage is grey, its bill and feet 

5 yellow. 



TO THE MALOUINE ISLANDS, 245 

yellow. When it is not fhot dead, it continues its flight upoa 
the furface as long as the lealt bieath of life remains. Irs flclli is 
oily, and has a fenny taftc : it was eaten however by our Ihips 
companies when no buftards were given them. Thcfc ducks 
ufually weigh at leaf! between nineteen and twenty pounds each- 
We called them grey geefe, to diflinguifh them from the kind 
which affords dial fine down of which muffs are made. They are 
not better eating than the ducks ; tlieirflefli has even a difagrccablc 
fmell, which their oily fkin retains a confiderable lime, though 
cxpofcd to the air. This diigufling circumflance prevented our 
making a collection of them. They may probably be of the kind 
called Cahuitahu du Para, 

The large feathers in their wings arc of an iron grey 5 the fmall 
ones a mixture of green and gold, and vary their colour like 
thofe of a wild duck; the reft of their body is white. The arti- 
culation of the wing is armed with a fpnr as hard as horn, not 
very fliarp, but rounded like a cone, and about half an inch long. 
Their bill and feet are black. The ftrokes they give with their 
wings in defending thenifclves, arc accompanied with fuch force 
that they bruifc the flefli where the blow lights. The buftards 
are likewife armed with a fpur of the fame kind. 1 received a 
blow upon my hand from one that was even nwrtally wounded 
with ftiot. I felt a very acute pain for a full quarter of an hour, 
and the mark of the bruifc remained more than two days. 

The wild Ducks, which are here very common, arc like thofe 
of France, hut not near fogoodj having, in general, the lafte 
of mufclcs : but the Teal and the DiveiSj which are no lefs nu- 
merous, arc excellent. 

There are likewife found prodigious numbers of another fpeciea- 
of Divers which are tolerably good, though they have rather an 
oily taftc- Our fcamen called them at firft Ui'cfics, and after- 
wards Ccyons and Nigauis^ becaufc they fulfercd themfclvcs to be: 
killed with ftones, not attempting to fly away unlefs they were 
hit. They aHemble in flocks upon the rocks near the fca-coaft,. 
ibmetimcs to the numbec of an hundred and upwards. When* 



2.^6 



JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE 



we went on (liore in tlie flooi), fevcral companies of them, con-' 
filling of two or three hundred, pafled only eight or ten ftet 
above our heads. There are three kinds of them j all nearly of 
the fame fizc. Some arc quite black ; in oihcrs the forc-j>aft of 
the neck and all the belly is white ; in the third kind, the belly 
and brealt is white, and the relt black. Thfir bill, which is of 
the fame length as their head, is black ami flwrp, like that of 
birds which arc not aquatic. Iheir feet are of a dark grey and 
webbed i but inflcad of four toes, they arc only furnifhed with 
three, which difier in fliape from thofcr of other water-fowl. Sec 
the Plate. Our feacncn preferred them to wild ducks > and in- 
deed they iiad not near fo difagrecablc a tafle. 

Red-lhanks and fea-pies are very good here j but the buflards 
in particular are exquifue, either boiled, roafted, or fricaifced. It 
appeared from the account we kept that we ate fifteen hundred. 
It is indeed hardly to be conceived, that the fliip's company of 
our two frigates, confining of an hundred and fifty men, all in 
pcrfci5t health, and with good flomachs, flionld have found a 
quantity of thele biids fufficient for their I'ubfiftence during a 
ftny of more than two months, within a tra£l of country not 
ceeding three leagues. 

Thefe arc almoft all the kinds of animals we faw in that part 
of the ifland where we fixed our encampment, except two or 
three kinds of fmall birds, fome of which refcmble the Silkin. 
others the Unnet ; and a kind of wagtail that has not fo long a 
tail nor fuch darkilli ftripcs as thofe of France. There is like- 
wife found a kind of white gull, and a carnivorous bird of the 
fize of a common hen, with reddi/li grey plumage. The peo- 
ple on board called them giey gulls. They came very near us, 
and, when we were in purfuit of game, flew fo clofe to our heads 
that more than once they fwept off the caps and hats of our peo- 
ple. They make a noife much like a duck ', and though they 
are water-fowl their feet are not webbed; but they feize their 
prey voracioully, by means of the very iliarp talons with which 
their toes are armed j and when their prey is either not large 
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enough to fupport upon tlic furfacc, or too heavy for them to 
carry off, they tear it in pieces with their beak and talons, flap- 
ping their wings all the time. They fettle however upon the wa- 
ter, and remain upon it like ducks, but I never faw any of them 
dive. Nobody thought it worth while to fhoot tliem, conclud- 
ing they would be very bad eating. 

A fmall heron with a crown is likewife found here, whofc 
feathers arc of an afh-coloured bluifh grey : the crown is com- 
pofed of three white feathers three inches long, rcfembling in 
Ibape the crown of the peacock. Upon the breaft, round the 
neck, under the wings, on the lower part of the back, and under 
the thighs, there is a down, part wliite and part of a citron co- 
loured yellow, at leaft an inch long, exadly rcfembling a piece 
of the fincft raw filk. 

In the fecond voyage we faw fomc paroquetes, and a kind of 
fwan with a red bill, the whole neck being of a moft beautiful 
black, and the reft of the plumage white. 

The climate and the air appear to be fo wholefome, that all 
the pcrfons we left behind remained on the Kland of their own 
accord, and live under the fame roof, in the apartments provided 
for them in the building credted near Fort St. Louis > where they 
will fubfift as well by ihooting, as on the provifions with which 
their magazine is plentifully ftored for two years. One of the 
two Acadian families which we carried over confifts of the huf- 
band, his wife, two children, one a boy three years and an half 
old, the other a girl about a year old, and of two young women, 
fifters of the mother, the eldeft nineteen, and the youngelt 
eighteen. The other family confifts of the huftjand, liis wife, 
who is pregnant and ready to lie in, a fon four years old, and 
the mother's lifter, a girl of fixteen. 

There remain here all kinds of artificers, as fmiths, Iron- 
mongers, carpenters, joiners, mafons, bricklayers, ftioemakcrs, 
bakers, a captain of a fliip, failors, &c. The foil is very pro- 
miiin^, and it is very probable that thefe artificers will make 
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good ufe of the tools and feeds of all kinds that were left them, 
and that this colony will flourish, if the minirtry Biake a poif>t 
of improving it. Befides provifions, we left fev^n heifers and 
iwo young bulU, eight hogs and twa boars, a few Hicep, a goat, 
two horfcs and a marc, which range about the country. 

We (aw no kintls of reptiles or noxious inie^s here, only 
{bme finall common flies, fome fmall field fpiders called Spinners, 
There is no kind of quadruped except the fmall wolf or fox 
I Iiave mentioned. This will not be furprifing if we re* 
collect that travellers allure us, that no reptiles or infedts are 
found in the fouthcrn part of Chili, which is pretty nearly 
in the fame latitude with, and aimolt oppofire to the Malourne 
IQands. See the chart of the coaft wluciv we made a furvey of 
from our place of landing or) the three iflamfs, which we took 
at firft to be the Scbalds, to the port or eaftern bay where wc 
anchored. 

In the fecond and third voyages the (hips, in returning from 
the freights of Magellan, failed along the fouthern coaft of thefe 
iilanfts, as it will be dtfcribed in the extradl of the journals of 
M. Alexander Guyot, and M» de Bougainville; and they have 
made a chait of it, which is given in the plates. 

On Tuefday the loth of April, we perceived (evei'al whales 
and a great number of birds, among which were fomc Petterils, 
called Damiers^ or cliefs-boards, on account of their plumage being 
chequered with black and while. The head and part of the 
neck, likewife the tip and middle of tJte wings, are black ; the 
reft of the body is not white, though it appears to be fb at the 
diftance of piltol-fhot. On a nearer view you- find that the 
extremity of the wings is black j they have the a|>pearancc of 
round fcales edged with black. It is of the fize of a large 
pigeon. As we had now very frelh gales, the rolling was fo 
constant and violent, that it was impoflible to keep the difhes 
upon the table without holding them, and every perfon was 
obliged to have his plate in oae hand and his fork in the other. 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding every poflible precaution, a foup-diOi, fomc 
plates and driuking-glafles were broken at dinner. Thcfc rol- 
lings were fo violent in the night-time, that thofe who did not 
lie in cots or liammocks, could not I'efk in their beds. 

On the Jith, the fame weather continued all the morning. 
In the afternoon we faw feveral birds and whales. Wc were 
flill fo exccinvdy rocked with the rollings, that it was almofl 
impoffiblc to keep the deck. We faw a quantity of birds, and 
41 very large wha]e» which accompanied the (hip for a coniider<f 
able time, at the diilance of a muikct-fhot. 

On the 14th, we faw a number of grey fca-mews, and Somt 
Quebrante-Uellos. 

From the i4lh to the 24th, nothing remarkable happened; 
but on this day, foon after fcven in the morning, we faw a 
flying fi(h by fomc called Atlonis, but for what reafon I cannot 
fay. There are feveral kinds of them. Some are diftinguiihed 
by the colour, others by the length of their fins which fervc 
them as wings. There is a third kind with four wings inflead 
of two, which is the ufual number. None of thofe we caught 
between the tropics had moi*e than two wings, fome of a larger* 
others of a fmallcr fize. They were all of a fine deep blue, 
(ilvered over on the back to half the breadth of their body, and 
the whole belly was of a very bright blue, filvered over in the 
fame manner. The largeft of them which fell into our frigate 
was eight inches in length, including the head and tail. In 
fome the wings were only two inches long, in others they ex- 
tended as far as the tail. 

Few animals have fo many enemies as the flythg fifli. They 
fpringoutof the fea to cfcapc being devoured by thunnies, bo- 
niios, iliarks, 6cc. and in the air meet whh birds that arc 
always upon the watch for tbem. They rife fo high above the 
water that they ibike againll the fails and fhrouds of {hips 
into which they fall; and thia is the only way of catching them. 
Their flefh is good and delicate. You fee them fpring out of 
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tlie water by hundreds like flocks of larks, at which time their 
wings make them appeal white. 

On the 25tli in the morning, we pafTed the Tropic of Capri- 
corn, and entered a calm and warm climate. Accordingly laft 
Sunday, which was Eafter-day, we all put on our lighter 
clothing. 

On the 27th, we fpied land before us, and Heered N. E. ^ N, 
then dire£lcd our courfe fo as to pdfs within half a league of 
it. At half an hour paft fix we found by obfervation that thij 
land was the ifland of Afcenfion, which appeared to us as de- 
fcribed in the plate. We computed its diftance at about fix 
leagues. As we approached this iiland, it appeared to me to be 
compofed of feveral rocks joined together, or of a fingle rock 
having different fummits, between which there was a little earth 
or fand, covered here and there with fome herbage, which gives 
a little verdure to the Hoping declivity which runs down to the 
fea on the fide towards the N. E. and E. N. E. At half an 
hour paft nine, feveral of our people fancied they faw trees, but 

•"'on taking an accurate view of the whole with pei'fpe6live glafTe?, 
we concluded that what had the appearance of trees was no- 
thing moie than broom or Ihrubs. At the bottom of the de- 
clivity juft now mentioned, you fee a kind of fandy flat, flightly 
covered with verdure, upon the coaft and to the N. N. E. of 
the ifland. At half an hour paft eight, wc were at two leagues 
diftance or thereabouts. 

*xAt eight o'clock, we difcovered another ifland to the E. i N. 
E. about fix leagues from the ifland of Afcenfion j three fmall 
jilands Ibon after appeared clofe to the laft difcovered onc. 

This iiland, with the iflcts about it, might probably be 
tlie fame that fome fcamen pafllng too far eaftward, and not 
Iteing the ifland of Afcenfion, have called Trinity ifland ; fincc 

"many navigators pretend that the ifland of Afcenfion, and 

Trinity ifland are one and the fame ; at leaft an ifland, and 

ihree rocks or iflcts, are found E. i N. E. of that of A(cen- 

Jxotit as ihcy are laid down in the charts. This ifland of the 
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Trinity will then be the largefl-, or rather the largeft of the 
four idcts I have been defcribing. Indeed the latitude in 
which Trinity ifland is placed, and the latitude of Afccnfion, 
would not be found to coincide: but the charts, which are 
fo faulty in placing other iflands, may pofiibly be midaken 
in the pofilion of thefc. The largeft of the iflets, which I 
took for Trinity ifland, was fecn by us at the diftance of five 
leagues or thejeabout?, but appeared lefs extenfive than tho 
ifland of Afcenfion, when obferved at the fame dirtance. The 
two irtets, or rocks, at firft view had greatly the appear- 
ance of fhips under fail. 

We pafled between thefe two iflands without altering oar 
courfe ; and faw nothing but ftcep rocks, feveral of which ap- 
peared almoft perpendicular. We faw no inhabitants but 
ica-fowL As wc coafted fo near the land, we Hiould have 
fcen fome tortoifes if there had been any in thefc illands. One 
of thefc animals, a foot or rather lefs at its longeft diameter, 
palled alongfide our frigate four days before : but wc were then 
at too great a diflance from thefe iflands to tliink it probable, 
that it came from thence. 

On Sunday the 29th, in the morning, we faw fome flying-fiftii 
Ibme birds called I'aylor Birds, others called Frigates^ and fome 
Tropic birds, called Paille-en-CuIy or othcrwife hlkbe-en-CuI and 
Fefu-en-CuL The failors, who name things according to their ideas, 
give the bird this name on account of the two feathers of its tail 
which are very long. Some of this kind, which hovered over 
our fhip for a confiderable time, appeared to be of the fize of a 
pretty large red partridge. Th& Tropic bird has a fniall welU 
ibaped head ; its bill is about three inches long, pretty thick and 
ftrotig, rather crooked, but pointed and red like its feet, which 
are webbed. The wings are very large in proportion to th« 
body ; and indeed this bird flies very well and to a great height. 
it makes excurfions three or four hundred leagues from land, 
reils upon tlie water, and lives upon fiOi. > 

Itt 
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Its plumage appears to Ik intirely white. Our fcamen who 
have had a ncai" view of it aiilire me, that it is variegated with 
white and blue. The tail coiifilb of twelve or fifteen feathers 
from fiyfc to fix inches long. The two middle ones, which are 
from fifteen to eighteen, are joined in luch a manner that they 
appear to be one. 

Some of our officers who had been at the Ifland of Mauritius, 
or the ifle of France, communicated to me a fingulai* oblcr- 
vation they made there, that the Tropic birds never appeared 
in the port of that iOand, except on the very day, or aboui 
twelve hours before the arrival of fome French vellcl. Accord- 
ingly, when one of thefc birds is feen, the inhabitants arc in a 
manner certain that a fhip will come into poit loon after. 

On the 4th, 5th, and 6lh, we law many flying fiUii and on 
the 8th, a great number of porpoifes palled very near our veffel j 
we endeavoured to harpoon them, but without fuccefs. 

On Thurfday the loth, in the evening, we caught a Qiark, 
faw a quantity of porpoifes, fome thunnies, and i'everal bonitos. 

On Friday the i ith, at fix in the morning, we caught a fliarfc. 
We attempted to catch fome thunnies with the lofs of two 
hooks, which were thicker than the barrel of a goofe-quilL One 
of thele thunnies broke two of them which were faftened to the 
fame Unc, The bonitos would not bite. 

On the 1 2th, we caught one porpoife among a prodigious 
number, and a (hark} at diree o'clock we caught a bonito, in 
the belly of which was found a filh called Cometh which it 
had probably juft then fwallowed, as it was ftill iniire, and 
prefei ved Us natural colours. I immediately made a drawing of 
it, rcprefented ii) the plate. 

The reader mu!i not form his idea of the fize of this fiHi 
from tlie figure I have given of it. In the opinion of the Icamea 
who fiequcnt the South Sea, the Cornet is the largeft of all 
fca-fifh. It feizcs its prey by the affiftance of tjie moveable 
claws at the end of its fnout. Thefc fcamen Ukewife tell us, 
that faftening upon, and catching hold of fiiips with thefe 
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claws, it climbs along the tackling : that if it does this in the 
night-time iMipcrceived, its enormous weight throws the fliip (o 
much upon her fide that fhc is in danger of being ovcrfeC. 
They aecordingiy take great care to keep a good look-out, with 
battlTcts, and other fharp inftrnmcnts to cut the claws of this 
fifli, as foon as they fee them faft-cncd upon tlie fhip. Our 
captain, and his brother Alexander Guyot, who have made 
fc^'eral voyages in the South Sea, confirm this account j but add, 
that they never faw any of fuch an immoderate fize, that they 
have tafted fome that weighed an hundred and fifty pounds, 
and had an cxcelfent flavour. If one may judge of them by the 
fmall one defcribcd in the plate, they mull be veiy delicate. 
The fcales of this filh, which are a kind of fhcath to it, as well as 
the filh iticlf, were almoft iranfparcnr. 

On Sunday the 13th, we continued to fee a great number of 
porpoifcs all the morning, and a large (hark which would not 
take the bait. 

On the morning of the 14th, we faw fevcral bonltos, thun- 
nies, and a great number of flying fifli. feveral of which falling 
mto the fhip made an excellent difh for dinner. 

On the J 5th, about four o'clock, we caught two thunnics, and 
two bonitos with the harpoon. 

The thunny is a fiHi we)I known in the Mcditcii'anean, But 
whether the dcicription wluch M. Valmont de Bomare gives of 
it, in liis dictionary of narural hiftory written on the plan of 
Lcmcry*s, is not exaft; or whether the fifli whofe figure 1 give 
in the plate is not the thunny, Or whether the thunny caught 
between the tropics differs from that of the Mediterranean, it 
doirs not agree widi M. Valmont's defcription. In thofc we 
caught, the fcales arc neither large nor broad, nor the back of 
a blacki/h cart, bot of a fine deep blue, which brighten9 infen- 
fibiy towards ihc fins, which are fhajied like fcythes, ami placed 
near the gills. Thcfe two nns, as well as the two i'mallcr at the 
bwttom of the belly, arc of a very deep grey, or bluiHi black- 
inclining to grey. Thar on the back, and the two on the belly, 
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fiiuated at about two-thirds of the length of the body, are of a 
^old colour, as well as fonie parts refembling the teeth of a faw 
and extcndhig from the fins to the tail, wJiich is arched. On 
the outlide, their gills do iK>t appear to be double. Their fnout, 
which is not thick, is pointed, and has fmall teeth that are very 
iliarp. M. Valniont fays, that this fifh dies foon after it is out 
of the water. That which I delineated, lived near half an hour 
hung up by the tail near the maiii-maft. It would probably 
have liv«d much longer, if, by ftruggling to difengage itfelf, it 
had not difgorged its heart, which fell upon deck in, my prefcnce, 
and on taking it into my Iiand continued its palpitation near 
a quarter of an hour. In voiding it, it difcharged a great 
quantity of blood through Its gullet, fome drops of which I have 
rcprefented upon the furface of the lower jaw. Its flcfli is 
ibmcthing like veal ; but drier and more firm. 

The bonito is a large fifii : its figure from the head to three- 
fourths of its length is round j from thence it begins to grow 
tiatta', and terminates in a pretty thick tail, which is forked, 
and like that of other filhes. As it has little or no neck, it Jias 
two fins which are pretty long, but not broad in proportion to 
xhc bulk of the bonito. On the back is a fin, which, as it ap- 
proaches towards the tail, fecms to form there, as well as on the 
ijpjiofitc part under the belly, triangular projections of a gold 
jcolour. On each fide are placed two other fins of a blue colour, 
terminating in a point at the tail. Two fmall fins appear 
under the belly. The back is of a very deep blue, which giows 
brighter towards the middle of llie body. The belly is white 
with a caft of greenifh yellow, and is variegated with fevcral 
llripes of a grcyilh colour, which feem to be blended together 
promifcuoufly. The eye is large, and has a circle of gold round 
the pupil. Its head is not fo long as that of the thunny. It is 
jiecelfary to lard it well, as its flelh is very dry. See the plate. 

Thcfe fitli always appear in fhoals; the fca fomctimes fccms 
to be intirely covered with them. They arc caught with the 
/jjcaj-, or a hook baited with an artificial flying-fifti. The flelh 
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of the bonito, which is taken on the coafta of the kingdom of 
Angola, is feid to be Iiurtfu!. la the middle of the flefh of 
fome we found fome live worms. They were white, of the 
thicknefs of the barrel of the featliers tJi a hen's wing, and about 
four lines in length. 

On the evening of the 25th, wc again met with fome fea-* 
grafs, which the feamen call Goemcn a grappes dc raifin* I have 
already obferved, that the feeds with which it abounds are fmall 
bladders, of the fize of the largefl: fwan-ftiot. They are not 
colleftcd into feparate clufters, but difperfed over the Hems and 
branches. When the feeds grow dry, they dwindle to the fize 
of a middling pin's head. The leaves which arc very fmall, 
almoft like thofc of parflcy piert, become brittle. Some of the 
llems, and a great number of the feeds, are incnifted with a very 
fmall kind of ihell, or fpawn of iifli, which is white and hard, 
and when rubbed againft wood a^Sls as a file, or the herb called 
fliave-grafs. 

On the 26th, in the morning, we faw fuch a prodigious 
^^uantity of the fea-grafs I have been fpeaking of, that the fea was 
almod covered with it. Among fome large bundles of it, wc 
found crabs of different fizes, of a bright red, marked with brown 
fpots. They have eight feet, and two claws. The body, or 
cuirafs, is almoft fquare on the fide of the head. The eyes pro- 
je^ from the extremity of the two angles that form this fquare. 
Sec the plate. 

Several beds of this fea-grafs, fome of which were almoft aft 
broad as our veflcl, and longer, paflcd clofe to our frigate. They 
are faid to come from the coafts of the Canary Illands ; others 
pretend that they are diflodged from the bottom of the lea. This 
opinion feems to be the moft probable, fmcc all the Canary 
lflan(ls could hardly produce the prodigious quantity which ap- 
peared for fourteen or fifteen days paft. 

On the 31ft, in the morning, being Afccnfion-day, the wea-^ 
ther being calm, after faying mafs we feized this opportunity of 
fcraping and breaming the veflel. At four in the afternoon wc 

N a faw 
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faw a fail which feemed to be fleering W. N. W. at the diftancfr 
of about fix leagues. W^e loft fight of it at night. 

On Sunday, the 3d of June, the fea-grafs, which had not 
been {c^n for a day or two, appeared again in large quantities,, 
and a whale of middle fize played round the fhip a quarter of 
an hoiir, at the diftance of gun-ftiot. 

A few days after we faw a bird, which our fearaen call £^a/rrf„ 
and another called the tailor-bird hovered about our velfel. 

On the 13th, we caught a fi{h with our drag-net called: 

Grande Oreille. It refembles the bonito in every particular ex* 

_ cept tha two fins, which are. fituated near the gills. Thefe finsi 

are falciforn, and are at leaft as large as thofc of the thunny.. 

Its flefh is not fo dry. 

On the 15th, at five in the morning, we difcovered- a fail: 
bearing N. W. of us, wliich appeared to fteer the fame courfe.^ 
Upon this we clued up our fails, hoifted •our flag, and broad-^ 
pendant, and made a fignal by firing a gun. After -failing aSi 
near the wind as poflible, in order to wait for her, fhc likewife 
hauled the wind, and continued at two cannon-fhot or there- 
abouts to windward. Concluding that they did not hear the 
firft gun, we fired another to windward ; when they difplayed* 
a flag of peace, and fired a gun. Perceiving afterwards that 
t-hey took no further notice, we hoifted the enfign with a waft^ 
which ftie equally difregardcd, and always kept to windward 
nearly at the fame diflance. As ftie failed at leaft as well as our 
fliip, flie doubtlefs depended upon hei- failing. We refolved to 
give over the chace, as it would have diverted us from our 
courfe. 

The French Captain could not make any proper, excufe for dlfr 
obeying the King's rcg.ulations refpefting the marine, by which 
every fliip belonging to the nation is obliged to bring to, when 
a King's fliip gives the fignal by firing a gun, and hoifting the 
broad-pendant on the proper maft, according to the rank of the 
commander. We went ftill farther, by hoifting the enfign with a 
waft>whichis a fignal of diftrefs agreed upon by all civiliz^ nations* 

thi». 
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This proceeding therefore, for this reafon at leaft, dcfcrves the 
JjTghcrt cenfure ; and iets a very bad precedent. Had we unfor- 
tunately been in actual danger, he would have fuffered us to 
yerifh before his eyes, without giving us that afllftance which 
the laws of humanity require in fuch circumftanceg. 

The royal navy has ever been jealous of the trading branch. 
The former entertains prejudices which fet it above the fcamen's 
•employment, and docs not think pradice ncccflary to attain a 
icnowledge of it. THc latter, inured to the hardships and fatigues 
of fca, juftly concludes that to excel in the nautic art, requires 
^hc pradicc of a whole life. Hence that party-fpirit of which 
■the ftate becomes the firft victim, lince the liberty of the Reds, or 
officers of the royal navy, occafions th^ fervitude of tiic Blues, If 
we look into the annals of the laft war, we fliall find French 
privateers whole courage and intrepidity feemed to roufc the 
.winds to fight on their lide- Could it be believed that a Captaia 
of a veflcl (M. de L.) was a calm fpc*^ator of an engagement 
between a French fnovv and an Englifh privateer, and contented 
himlelf with commending the conduct of the Frenchman, who, 
attentive to every particular, exerted every effort of Ikill and per- 
ibnal bravery, to prevent the enemy from boarding him. In 
iliort he faw her difmallcd, and obliged to ftrike, without firing 
a gun in her defence. How eafy was it for the Commander of a 
iliip of the line well armed to favc the brave Captain of the mer- 
chantman, and to make himfelf mafter of the Engliih privateer i 
It is pbin then that He remained inadivc only bccaufe it is not 
the mode to waftc any powder to promote the commerce of the 
nation, or protect a privateer belonging to a gootl citizen. 

It m^)' be urged, in excuie for the conduct of the Captain of 
the French tradrngvelTcl, in not bringing to even when we hoiiU'd 
our flag of dillrcis, that having probably no more provifions and 
rigging than were fufiicient for his own ufc, he apprehended 
that, if we (liould happen to be in want of them, we Oiould 
feize his ftores by force, if he reiulcd to grant us a vojuniaiy 
fupply. This is an abufe too common iji the royal navy, and 
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has given much offence to the trading branch : which, 
finding itfelf defpifed and ill-neated, is glad of every opponu- 
nity to retaliate ; and J dare fay would take fome kind of plea* 
iiirc in their dcftriiftion, in hopes of being rclcafcd by it from 
the tyranny they experience from the royal navy. It would be 
for the intcrcft of the ftate if matters were fo prccifely regulated 
by the royal authority, that no perfon of cither party fliould 
tranfgrcfs the order on any pretence whatfoevcr, but fliould be 
puniHied with the utmoft fcverity. While this animofity, per- 
petuated by the contempt which the royal navy exprefles for the 
trading branch, and by the abufe of its power, continues to 
fubfift between ihcfe two bodies of men, the ilate muft unavoid- 
ably be expofcd to very great inconvcniencJcs. 

We arc nof difpofcd to follow the example of others, nor is 
any one inclined to follow ours. This fpirit of fingularity, which 
runs through all our condud, always tends to our delirudion. 
We imitate the Romans, who employed only their freedmen in 
maritime affairs, and confined the land fcr\ice to the patricians. 
The Englifh have better notions : among thcoi the profeHlon of 
a failor is in great efleem -, and is the nohleCl of all the arts, be- 
caufc it is cxcrcifcd by the principal nobility in the kingdom. 
The French indeed differ from the Romans, not for the fake of 
imitating the Englifh, but in order to gratify a number of inte- 
refted individuals, whofe opinion very improperly paifes for that 
of the nation. In France the art of navigation is efteemed 
a vulgar employment, though the command of fhips of the line 
is a pofl of honour which can only be filled by a perfon who is 
aflually a man of fome family. Accordingly there is more pa- 
rade than fcicnce or connexion in our navy j thci'C is more flicvv 
than real (kill in our officers, and at the fame time their emolu- 
ments arc not adequate to their cxpcnccs. In London, the idea of 
merit and reward is not regulated by fafliion and court-influence, 
but by the good of the ffate. ^ Nothing is regarded but merit in 
a failor whatever his condition may be. If he is a good fcaman 
he is every thing, he is confidered as a ufeful man, is employed 

ia 
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jn honourable Nations, and is rewarded in proportion to his fer- 
viccs. It were much to be wifhcd chat we would ihhik, or ra- 
ther a6l, in the fame manner. Virtue and merit ought to be 
the foundation of true nobihty» 

This is the fource of that fpu'it of party which is a diigrace 
to the Reds, an injury to the Blues, and the misfortune of the 
French government. 

The reader, I am perfuadcd, will excufc this digreffion, as it 
is dictated folely by my zeal for the public good, and the love I 
bear my country. It is certain, notwithftanding the rivalfl)ip 
fubfifting between the two nations, that an Englifli Commander 
would have been fo far from adting like the French Captain, that 
*he would have made what hattc he could to join us, and to give 
us all the alTiftancc in his power : which condu6t ever ought to 
be obferved between all nations without diflin6)ion. We went 
up to and offered our afllftance to the Captain of a Dutch vef- 
fel, we had met in Odober laft-, which had loft lier marts. 

On the i6th we faw feveral whales, and a kind of thornback, 
which our fcamen call Rouet, Wc kept fight of the French 
fhip before mentioned botii yeftcrday and to-day : it continued 
the fame courfe from the E. ^^ N. E. at the diftance of about 
three leagues from us, and we had proceeded about as far in 
our courfe. 

On the 1 8th, at half paft five in the morning, we fpied a fail 
coming from the Eaftward. At eight it came abrcaft of us, and 
we fpoke with it. It was the St. Paul de Grandvillcj Captain 
Dcfveau, bound to Newfoundland. 

On the 20th and 22d we faw feveral fhipSi and on Sunday 
evening the 24th we ftccred S. E. i E. with a gentle breeze from 
N. N. W. to W, N. W. in order to obfervc the land, which wc 
faw at fix in the evening. 

On Monday morning, the 25th, we heard the clocks of 

St; Paul dc Leon at fcvcn, being N. and S. of the Iflc de Bas.> 

we hoifted our flag, ami fired a gun for a boat to come 

2 to 
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to us, which foon arrived, and carried MeiTrs. de Bougainville 
and THuillier de la Serre to Morlaix. The frigate proceeded to 
5t. Malo- At eleven at night we dropt ian anchor oppofitc the 
tower of Cape Frehel, the beacon being about a league N.W.^ 
W. of us. 

On the 26th, at half pafl: three in the morning, we got under 
fail, and about feven came to our moorings in Solidor, where the 
veflel was difcharged, M. de Bougainville having given the King 
an account of our expedition, his Majefty ratified the taking 
pofleffion of the Malouine Iflands, and immediately ifTued orders 
for the Eagle to be got ready to return to thefe iflands. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE 

STREIGHTS of MAGELLAN, 

A.N D O N T H E 

PATAGONIA NSw 



THE King of Fraince having approved of the pofTcilioff 
we had taken in his name of all the Malouine lilands^ f 

the miniftiy ifTiied out orders for the fupport and im- ll 

provement of the httle eftubUfliment we had fornKd there. The '\ 

Eagle frigate was again fitted out, and M. Alexander Duclos- 'jj 

Guyot, who had been fccond captain in the firfl voyage, was ■ j 

made firft" captain in the fecond, witii the brevet of Heutenant '[ 

of a frigate, under the command of M, de Bougainville. Being. "[) 

informed of M. Duclos's fafe return to St. Malo, and defirous- |i 

of knowing in what flate he had left the new colony, and what' !j 

difcoveries he might have made in the Streights of Magellan, 
I wrote to him to beg he v/ould inform mc of thefe particulars y 
and received the following anl'vver : 

" I waited to know wliat icrvice I fliould be appointed tOy 
before. I did myfelf the hoilour of p.nfvv^ring your letter ; and: < 

therefore begin by acquainting you, that v/e fliail fet out from; 
hence on the 10th or 15th inftaiit, for the iVfalouine Iflands* 
But I- (hall firft put into the Madeiras, to take in wine, anJ> 
other rcfrcfhmcnts. Fiom thence I iliall proceed to Port Deli re;. 
on the Patag9nian coaft, to take a view of the country j and 
then go on to our colony, where after having unladai v.\y pro* 
luiions,. and landed ali my paflengers, I fliall return to the: 

Strcighto^ 
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Streights of Magellan, to fetch a cargo of wood ; after which I 
fliall wait for frefti orders from France. This is my deftination: 
M. dc la Gyraudais fets out from Rochfort, with a frigate laden 
with provifions ncceffary for the colony. 

You defire an account of my laft voyage, which I fliall now 
give you. We fet out from St. Malo on the 5th of O(^ober 
1765. We had in all on board the Eagle frigate 1 16 men, 53 
of which were workmen, or officers going as paflcngers to the 
colony. Among the latter were M. dc Perriers, a half-pay 
captain of the regiment of la Sare; M, Thibe de Belcourt, a 
half-pay captain of the regiment Dauphin ; M. Denis dc St. 
Simon, captain adjutant of the colonies ; M. THuillier de la 
Scrrc, geographical engineer -, M. de RomainviUe, lieutenant of 
infantry and engineer. 

For the firft fortnight, we had bad weather and contrary 
winds. On Sunday the 5th of November, wc had a profpedl of 
the Cape Verd Iflands. On Monday we paifed by the iflands of 
Fogo and Bravo. Wc did not meet with much ftorm in crofling 
the line, any more than under the tropics; and on Saturday the 
16th of December, we came within fight of the coaft of Brazil, 
in 31 degrees 30 minutes South latitude, though we thought 
ourfelvcs, as it commonly happens, fHIl wide of it, from a defe£t 
in the charts, whicli you know throw this coaft too far back 
weftward- 

Wc flayed afterwards fome time fearching for Pepy's ifland» 
where it is marled in the charts, and in the neighbourhood, 
without being able to find it. On Thurfday the 3d of January, 
we had a profpect of the Malouine lllands, and made to land 
at the Iflet, which in cur firft voyage wc called la Concbee. On 
Saturday the fifth inllant, we failed in, and caft anchor at the 
diflance of half a mile from the mouth of the fniall bay of the 
colony ; where we found every body in good Ijealth. We con- 
tinued unlading till the firft of February, wj|ien we were ready 
to fet fail. On Sunday the 27th, wc had difcovered three vefiels 
coming from the Weft. On the ad of February, feeing that 

they 
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they did not come into the bay, we fet fail for the Streights of 
Magellan, The weather was rather changeable during our 
paifage. On Tuefday the 12th of February, we had a profpeft 
of Cape Lookout, on the Patagonian coaft. After having tacked 
about, we found ourfelvcs within cannon (hot of a Uirking rock 
as large as our longboat, which we had a great deal of trouble 
to get clear of, on account of the cuirents, and the roughnefs 
of the fea. This rock is not pointed out in our charts. On 
Saturday the 16th we obfcrved three vcffels ftecring the fame 
courfe that we did. On the 17th we entered the Stieights of 
Magellan, together with the three fhips. On Monday the i8th, 
one of the three fhips working to windward while we were at 
anchor, fhc (Iruck on a fand bank. The weather was very fine. 
We fent our boats to her afTiftance, with an officer, with 
anchors and cables ; but flic foon difengaged herfelf, and got off 
without injury. We then found out that they were Englifli ♦. 

On 



• This WM in reality Commodore Byron's fmall iquadron. The fj^ is toM 
in the printed accouut of his vojraj^c round the world, in the fuUowing terms : 
" At four in the afternoon, the maAer of chc ftoreOiip (tfj^ Florida) came on 
board the Dolphin, bringing a packet from the Lords of the Admiralty to the 
Commodore. — He had likewife been feveral days in Tcarch of Pepys'i ifland, but 
was like us obliged to dcfift. — To our great furprtze in the morning of the fecond 
day, after we left the harbour in company with the Tamer and (lorefhip, we 
difcovered a ilrange fail* which indeed put us into no fmall con()crnation. The 
Commodoie was inclined to believe, that this {hip was a SpaniOi man of war 
of the line, who having got intelligence of our voyage, was come to intercept us ; 
and in confequcnce of (hat fuimifc, boldly gave orders, that all on board the 
Dolphin and Tamer Oiould prepare for a warm reception, by firing all our guas, 
and then boarding her from both fhips; but while we were bringing to, and 
waiting for her, we found it grew dark, and we foon loft fight of her till the 
next morning, when we faw her at anchor, at three leagues di(hnce, and there- 
fore continued failing towards Pore Famine. We however found that fhe Aill 
followed us, though at a great diHance, and even came to an anchor when we 
did. On the aotb we were chiefly employed in getting up our gu.is; we fooa 
got fourteen upon the deck, and then came to an anchor, having the Tamer 
aftetn, with a Ipring on our cablr. 

Thus bufily were we employed in taking all the mcafttres prudence could fu;* 
geft, to defend us, from an imaginary danger i when an unlucky accident, which 
happened to the ftorefhip, fhewed that we had nothing to fetr, and that the 
vtucl, againft which we were arming ourfclves, ought not to be contiJered as an 
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On Wednefilay t?xe 20th, the Englifli anchored in Port Famine, 
and we failed on till the 2ift, v-hen we call anchor at the 
diftance of five leagues from the EngUfli, and called tl;e place 
the Eagle's bay, as it has no name on the charts. The next 
day, being the 22d, M. de Bougainviile difcovering a vciy fu)e 
bay or port, at the diftancc of one league and a half to the 
Southj we went there and fattened the Ihip to four trees very 
much un<ler flKlter, at the diflancc of a league from the French 
bay. We called it Bougainville bay. We took in fome very 
fine wood here and ihipped it conveniently, by hauling on board 
witli a hawfcr the wood cut upon the fliore. We ftayed here 
till the 16th of March, it being all the time vQiy fine wcatJier. 
On the 25th of February, two Englifii veficis, going to the. 
South Seas, pafled by us. On the j6th of March in the morn- 
ing, after having left a French flag, lioilled upon a hur^ 
and fcveral cloaths, kettles, hatchets, and other utenfJs necefiar/ 
for the favages, we fet fail. After having gone a league a calm 
came on, and we caft our anchor in Eagle's bay. On the J7th 
it being calm, M. de Bougainville met fome of the favages as 
he was out a fliooting. He went up to them, and they appeared 
very gentle.. On Tucfday the 19th we fet fail again; and on 
the 20th in the morning, the wind being againft us, we 
anchored in Port Famine. On the 21ft in the morning, fome 
of the favages calling out to us, we went up to them. They 
expreficd a great defire of coming on board : we therefore took 
fix of them along with us, whom we cnteriained, and who did 
not appear to be much furprized. They are a fet of men much 

like 



enemy j for while tire (loteihtp was woiking (0 the windward, (he (ook the fhore 
on a biuik about iwu Itligucx frurn our fliip. About the fame tiuKf, the Orange 
ihip came up with her, call anchor, and imiiicdialely brgan to hotfb out her long- 
boats, to give her aOIilancc. But befoie ihcy had cnme to the ftorcftilp, our 
own boats had boarded her, and ihc comnunding o(Hccr h:id received orders 
not to let (hem come on board, but to ihank ihem in the politefl manner for 
their intended alHflance. Wc afterwards found this lo be a French veflcl ; and 
having no guns ihat we couIJ fee, fuppofcd it to be a merchantman, who had 
come to thofe parts for wood and water. — On the 2ift wc got into Port b'aminc, 
where we moored our Ihipi." 
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like the Indians of Montevideo, having no other drefs than the 
fkins of Sea- Wolves, Guanacoes, and Vicunas j they appear vtr/ 
poor, have no lafte for wine, but are very fond of fat. We 
drcffed them in red cloaths, and gave them feveral neceHary 
domeftic utenfils; we then accompanied them to land j crying 
out all the way Vive le Rot de Francej which they repeated after 
us very well. We left a flag difplayed. They exprcfTcd much 
good-will towards us, giving us their bows and arrows. When 
we faw them they were painted white, and in fpots, but as foon 
as we had given them fome red lead, not cinnaber vermiHion, 
they immediately painted themfelves with it j and feemed to be 
fond of this colour. As we were returning to the fhip, they 
faluted us with Vive le Rot in French, having remembered that 
exprefiion j and then they liollowed after their own manner, 
ftanding all round the flag. As we got farther from them, they 
raifed their fliouts, and increafed their flres. 

This is nearly all I can tell you of thefe inhabitants of Pata- 
gonia. We did not land on the Terra del Fuego, I believe 
thefe are nearly the fame kind of people as thofe who crofs the 
Streights, in their canoes made of the bark of a tree. The flrfl; 
time we faw them, they had kinds of hatchets ; but they took 
care to conceal them afterwards, as well as their wives and 
children. 

At length, on Saturday the 23d of March, we failed out of 
that famous flrcight fo much dreaded, after having experienced 
there, as well as in other places, that it was very fine and very 
warm ; and that three-fourths of the time the fea was per- 
feclly calm. 

It is remarkable that the fea ebbs as it enters on the-northern 
fide ; we had a proof of this every day : in the middle the 
currents arc dlrtingulfliable, but in the narroweft: parts of 
the entrance they are very flrong j they run at lead two leagues 
and a half, and fmk about four fathoms. 

There is no wood at the entrance of the Streights, neither on 
one fide nor the other. There are nothing but immenfe plains. 

O o 2 About 
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About four and twenty leagues up the country, both on the 
coaft of Patagonia, and on the Terra del Fuego, the woods 
begin. We found very little game, and that much followed by 
the natives, very little fifh, and in the places where we had 
been, none of thofe beautiful fliell fith fo much admired. 

At length we fleered our courfc in order to pafs to the South 
of the Danicant iflands. On Tuefday the 26th, we came vathla 
fight of land, which was the country to the Weft of the 
Malouine Iflands, about fourfcorc leagues diftant from Cape 
Virgin, which forms the entrance of theStreights. We afterwards 
failed fifty leagues to come back to caft anchor in the port j fo- 
that we may reckon that we had pafied by fifty leagues of the- 
coaft to the fouthward, which is not however its greateft length* 
as there is a ftrcight which divides the North and South lands- 
without any woods. On the 29th of March we caft anchor in 
the fame place where we did before, having almoft always had 
iinc weatlier. We unladed our wood, and on the 27th of 
April we fet fail for France, leaving 79 perfons in the Malouine 
Iflands. Our paflage was rather tedious, by reafon of the calm 
weather which obliged us to put into harbour, on account of 
the few provifions we had remaining, having left as many as we 
could behind us. On the 1 8th of July we put into the harbour 
at Angra in the ifland of Tercera, where we fupplied ourfelves 
with plenty of every thing, having found there all we wanted. 
On the 25th we left this harbour, and on the 13th of Auguft 
arrived at St. Malo* 



Si. MaTo, 
jft September, 1765. 



I am, SIR, 

Your very humble Servant, 



ALEXANDER DUCLOS GUYOT. 
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I was not at Paris when M, de Bougainville returned, being 
gone to Montbrlfon in Forez. He fcnt mc the following letter, 
wlxich M. de Bougainville de Nerville his coufin, who was left 
commander at the Malouine Illands, had coniminioncd him to 
deliver to mc. It was accompanied with a letter from him» 
which 1 ihall give at the end of this. 

If I had thought, Sir, you would have had the complaifance 
to go and keep my mother company in her folitude, I fliould 
not have omitted mentioning you to her, and defiring that 
favour of you. She fays fo many handfome things of you, and 
you fpcak fo well of her, that I have reafon to conclude you 
equally fatisficd with each other. I am very glad to find that 
her company is fo agreeable to you, and at ihc fame time am 
much flattered in thinking royfdf fometimcs the fubjeft of 
your converfation. 

I fhall now fay fomeihing to you about our fitaation. I 
have nothing particular to tell you about the winter we palled hcre< 
It has not been fcvercj for there never was fnow enough to 
cover one's (hoe- buckles, nor a fufficient depth of ice to fupport 
a ftonc as big as one's fift : and if it had not been for the rain, 
which runs through our tents as through a fieve, we fhould 
have had very little occafion for fire, which wc were now obliged 
to make in order to dry ourfelves. You would not have known 
our colony again had you returned with M. de Bougainville. In 
the firft place you would have found us all very fat, the air being 
very healthy. You would have found all along the place where 
we live a fine walk of fmooth even ground, and upwards of 
twenty feet wide; a new magazine raifcd «igain upon the border 
of the fea; a fort completely repaired placed on a level, with 
platforms made with flat Hones under the cannons 5 a new pow- 
der magazine, a bakehoufe, and a forge. By the account we 
kept, wc killed above 1500 buftards in the fcafon j for there is 
a time when they leave this country and go away to other parts, 
except a few draggling pairs whofe eggs we never could find 5 
but only their young ones which were always fix in number. 

7 One 
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'One brood of thefe was brought me, and was taken care of 
by one of our hens as her own. I was in hopes of fending them 
to France, bu.t fince my coufin*s arrival here, they have expe- 
rienced a number of evils, and have at length all perifhed by 
the mifchievous tricks of the fliip-boys who came to land : fo 
that I niuft put this off till another feafon. We have made the 
difcovery of a bird much more beautiful than the buftard, which 
is a kind of fwan, as large and as white, but whofe neck is as 
black as jet, and his bill red. We have not been able to kill 
any of them, as they are extremely wild. By other difcoveries 
which I have made in the ifland more than twenty leagues to 
'the Weft, it appears that the part we dwell in is detached from 
other, adjacent iflands, or joined only by an Ifthmus, We may 
perhaps come at the true knowledge of this by means of the 
fchooner which is to be left with us. The ftudy of natural 
hiftory, which we have not neglected, has furnifhed us with, 
feveral of thofe conchas called Poulettes^ or Gueule de Raye. 

There are few of thofe you fcnt me the drawings of to be 
found in good prefervation. The Patellae, you know, are com- 
mon here. We have great expedation from our agriculture, 
our kitchen garden having fucceeded very well. With regard to 
the corn, it produced in the dryland fome beautiful ears $ but 
they were fine only in appearance, having no grain within 
them. Our lands having been yet unfown require a longer ■ 
time for cuhivation, and muft even be improved with good 
-dung. We have not a fufficient quantity of beafts to make any 
trials with them. Four of our heifers and our three horfes are 
always in the open field ; and we have never been able to catch 
them again, but their wandering difpofition has made us ac- 
quainted with one of the great advantages of this country : 
which is, that cattle may remain in all feafons, day and 'night, 
in the open fields, without being in want of either pafture or 
Jitter. We often meet with one or other of them when we go 
out a fhootingj they are as fat as hogs, and their liberty feems 
to agree very well with them. I return you many thanks for 
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the trouble you have taken in executing lay comzniHIons, and 
have received the things. I am making up a cheft of the fhells, 
feeds, and ftones of this country j if you happen to be in the 
way when my coufm arrives he will fliew them to you. They 
iay you have put a fhell into the cabinet of the Abbe of St. ■ 
Germain, which is the only one of its kind. If that fhell has 
JDeen found here, be fo kind as to fend me a drawing of it. 

Fl-om the Malouine Iflands,. J)E NERVILLE^. 

2ith of April 1765, 

'• 

The following is M. de Bougainville's letter. . 

I am at laft returned, my dear fellow-traveller. At my arrival 
1 found I (hould not be able to fee you, which gives me a great" 
deal of concern. Be affured that no one interefts himfelf more 
than I do in every thing that concerns you ; and that I would 
have given any thing in the world, if you would have accom- 
panied me in the fecond voyage. We have made an alliance 
with the Patagonians, who have been fo ill fpoken of, and we 
have found them neither taller, nor even fo wicked as other 
men, I fend you a letter from my coufin, who has behaved 
admirably well. None of our people have ever been fcized with 
a fever. The winter has. neither been fevere nor long, and the 
eflablifhment fucceeds very well, I brought them this year my 
fhip full of the fincft wood in the world, which I had from 
my friends the Patagonians. I have not at prefent time to 
enter into any more particulars, having not a moment to lofe, 
I believe I am going to be fent into Spain, to fettle fome things 
with that Court relative to our new eltabliihment. I beg you i 
would let me hear from you, 

Paris, 3nd am, 6cc. 

Auguft 26, 17S5. 

DE. BOUGAINVILLE. - 

M. cie. ; 
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'*M. de Bougainville was fcnt into Spain and fettled matters 
<>ctwcen that Court and the Court of France, refpetling the 
ccfljon which the latter made to the Spanifh 'of the Malouine 
Illands; and M. de Bougainville fet out from Nantz in 1766, on 
board a French frigate, and went to Buenos Ayrcs, taking a 
6panifli Governor from thence, and fome troops of the fame 
nation, to put them in poflcffion of the aforefaid iflands. Before 
he \yent away, he communicated to me the obfervations he had 
made on the Streights of Magellan, together with a correct 
xhart of thefe Streights, which is among the plates, as well as 
a chart of the Eaft, North, and South coafts of the Malouine 
Iflands, which they had pafFed by in going and coming back 
through thefe Streights. By this chart, one can judge only of 
the extent of the Malouine Iflands to the North and South, the 
weflern part not having yet been difcovercd. The Englifli who 
fettled thciiifelves in 1765 at Port Egmont, fituated more to the 
Weft than the French eftabliOiment, may hereafter give us fome 
informations with regard to thofe parts yet unknown. 

M. Alexander Duclos Guyot, and M. Chenard de la Gyrau- 
<lais, having communicated to me the journals of their voyage 
they made togetlier to the Streights of Magellan in 1766, with 
leave to make extra6ls from them ; I have thought neceflary to 
give thefe to the public, as well on account of the ufcful obfer- 
vations they contain relative to currents, the nature of the fca, 
and the coafts which form the Streights, as to fettle the 
doubts of many learned men and others, upon the real cxiftence 
pf thePatagoniao giants. 



Extraft of the journal of M. Alexander Duclos Guyot, Lieu- 
tenant of a frigate, on board the Eagle frigate, in the Streights 
of Magellan, in 1766, 

On the 24th of April, we fet fail from Acarron bay at the 
Jdalouine Ifland*. On the 26tli, one of the Sebald iflands that 
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lies moft to the North Weft, bore S. W. ^ S, of us, diftancc 
40 miles. 

On the 28th in the morning, we faw a great quantity of 
whales and pinguins. At noon Cape las Barreras bore Weft 
of us nine leagues. 

On the firft of May, at half an hour paft feven, we fleered 
W. S. W. in order to have a view of the land of Patagonia. At 
nine o'clock, bearing round the bank which is at the entrance 
of the Streights of Magellan, the fea was changed, its waters 
being like thofe of a river made muddy by rains. 

On Saturday the 3^ of May, at eight o'clock. Cape Virgin bore 
N. N. i N. W. three leagues and a half, or four leagues. The 
moft weftern part of the Terra del Fuego S. W. ^ S. Cape 
Santo Spirito S. S. E. Cape Poffeflion W. ^ S. W. I think 
there are not lefs than feven leagues from one point of land to 
another at the entrance of the Streights. 

On Sunday the 4th, at break of day, we were about four 
leagues S. E. of Cape PofTeQIon. There is a ridge of rocks and 
a fand bank near Cape Orange. It extends a great way, fo we 
were obliged to coaft the land of Patagonia. Here we faw a 
fire upon the fhore, and drawing nearer to It perceived fbnie 
men on horfeback, and many others on foot. When we came 
oppofite to them, they called out to us, but we did not under* 
ftand their language. We anfwered them with fhouts, and 
hoifted our flag. Five of them followed us about two leagues 
round the coaft, but night coming on we loft tight of them. 
They feemed to be good horfemen, managing their horfes well, 
which were very atSlive. 

We hardly perceived any currents in the narrows, where it was 
almoft a calm. This entrance in its narroweft part is a full league 
over. At five o'clock in the evening, we anchored in Boucaut 
bay, in nine fathoms and a half water, with a bottom of 
rotten fhells. 
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R E M A R K S on the TIDES. 

IN the iaft voyage, I had obrerved, when we came into the 
firft narrows, that the tide was coming in, and I reckoned it 
was the beginning of flood, I did not however perceive on the 
fhore that the fea rofe confiderably ; at which I was the more 
furprifed, as all failors agree in faying that it does ; neither was 
the {hore wet, as it generally is when the fea retires. On 
coming out we were two hours and three quarters making 
feven or eight knots, without getting on half a league. When 
the current diminifhed, and we had failed half-way up the 
Streight, I perceived on its banks that the water had juft fallen 
at leafl four fathoms perpendicular. This obfervation induced 
me to imagine that when it is flood the fea goes out on the 
northern fide ; but on the contrary, \yhen it is ebb, it comes in, 
and bears tQ the South. 

When we went alpng Ca|)e Orange, we perceived a very ex- 
tpnfive flat fandy fhore, which we took for the open fea at 
coming in, being concealed, as all the ridges and banks of Cape 
Orange are, which we could not fee. This confirms me in my 
opinion, which is contrary to the fentiments of all thofe who 
have failed in thefe Streights before me. This day the tide was 
coming out, a;id was againft us for fome time ; neverthclefs 
the tide was very high when it began to bear to the South, 

Then all the banks and ridges were concealed, as well as the 
fiat ftrandg and ftiores which we had ken wet when we came 
out. 1 obferved, that the tidp bore in till nine o'clock. The fea 
had then fallen four feet perpendicular: -afterwards coming out 
again it rofe three fathoms; then there was a Httle interval 
without any ftream, notwithftanding which it ftill rofe one 
fathom : afterwards the fea took its courfe again, when it neithet 
rofe nor fell while we went two-thirds of a league in an hour. 

It 
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It afterwai'th fell without any current; which made me think 
the currents were not regular j and that in bays, the turn of the 
tide IS caufed by the fwell. I fufpend the determination of this 
point, till it is confirmed by farther obfervations. 

We perceived about three o'clock in the afternoon, that the 
fea began to enter into the narrows, the Moon being 26 days old j 
which would make the (ituation of the narrows E, and W. fo 
that it would be high water there at twelve minutes part: fix 
o'clock on the day of new and full moon. 

On Tuefday the 6th, the favages appeared about nine o'clock 
in the morning, and were kindling a fire on the fhore by the 
fmall river Baudran. We hoiftcd our flag, and M. de la Gyrau- 
dais his broad pendant. Afterwards we both put our yawl and 
longboat to fea with men armed with mufkets and cutlaHes. In 
M. de la Gyraudais's k>ngboat was an officer with prefents for 
the ravages. In my ya;wl, we had feven failors and three officers 
under the command of my brother. At eleven o'clock we faw 
them land, and fome men on horfeback who received them; 
which appeared to me a good omen of peace. Nothing parti- 
cular happened till twelve o'clock. 

My brothers account was, that the favages, who are natives of this 
country, were not the fame as thole we faw lafl year in Savage 
bay, and that they fpoke a different language. There were fix 
men and one woman who had but tix horfes, each guarded by 
a dog who never leaves them. 

They received otir people very well, coming up to them to 
fhew them where they fhould put into the fhore and land. 
They did not appear furprifed nor fhew the leaft fign of emotion. 
We meafured the fliortelt of them, and my brother found hin* 
5 feet 7 inches high French mcafure. The reft were confi- 
derably taller. They were covered with the fkins of deer, gua- 
nacocs, vicunas, otters, and other animalsi. Their drms are 
round flones, whofe ends are lengthened otit dn<)'pointed. The 
round part i^ fixed to the end of a firing conipofed of feveral 
narrow flraps, twilled and interwoven into a round form like 
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the firing of a clock> and making a kind of ning. At tlie other 
end of the firing is another flone in form of a pear, not more 
than half as big as the other, and appearing as if it was wrapt 
up in a bladder. 

They ufc thefc weapons chiefly to catch animals ; at which 
fport they arc very dextrous, as they fhewed our people by an 
experiment made in their prefence. They have alfo other (lings 
nearly of the fame kind of conftrudion. They manage their horfes 
with great dexterity, and have a kind of faddle, very much like 
that we ufc for packhorfcs. Thefe faddles are made with two pieces 
of wood, covered with leather and fluffed with flraw. The bit 
of the bridle is a fmall flick, and tlie reins are twilled as the 
firings of their flings. They wear a kind of bufkins or half 
boots, of ikin with the fhag on, and two pieces of wood fitted 
to each fide of the heel, joined together in a point, which ferve 
them for fpurs. Their breeches are very fliort drawers, much 
refembling thofe of the favages of Canada, and are of a very 
good cut. It is evident they have had fomc intcrcourfe with the 
Spaniards, from their having a very thin two-edged knife, which 
they place between their legs. Their bufkins arc made like thofe 
of the Indians of Chili. They pronounced fomc words which 
were either Spaniih, or derived from that language. On point- 
ing out the pcrfon who feemed to be their chief, they called him 
Capitan. When they wanted to fmoke and aiked for tobacco> 
they faid Cbupan, 

Tliey fmoke in the fame manner as the inhabitants of 
Chili, throwing out the fmoke by their noftrils ; and are ex- 
tremely fond of a pipe. While they were fmoking they cried 
Buenos, ftriking themfclves upon the breafl. 

We gave them fome new bread, and fome fea-bifcuit, which 
they cat with great appetite. The prefents we made them con- 
fiflcd in fomc pounds of that red which we call vermilion : and 
fome red woollen caps, which however not one of them could 
put lib head into : thefc caps though very large for heads of a 
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common fize, were flill too fmall for themr Wc alfo gave ihera 
fome bedding, fome hatchets, feme kettles, and other utenfils. 

My brother put his pocket-handkerchief round the neck of 
the chief; who having accepted of it, immediately loofened his 
girth, made of (traps twilled together like the girth of a faddle, 
having at each extremity a ball of ftone haJf inclofed with 
leather. There was alfo another ftonc fixt to the middle of 
the belt, and a whctftonc. He gave this belt to my brother, 
and faftened it round his waift, exprefling much friendfhip for 
him. We gave them to underftand we were going on much far- 
ther in the Sireights, and they made us comprehend by figns, 
that they would go to bed as foon as the fun did, fhcwing us 
at the fame time that they would lie down» and making a noife 
as if they were fnoring in their fleep. 

As foon as our boats had quitted them and got out to fea^ 
they mounted on horfeback, and diredled their couife towards the 
place to which we had made them underftand wc were going. 

They feem to be crafty, bold people, being more inclined to 
receive than to give. They wrap themfelves up in beads ikins. 
fewed together, as the Spaniards do in their clokes. Our people 
killed fome partridges 5 faw fome wolves, foxes, and a great 
number of rats, but nothing curious. 

On Thurfday at noon we caft anchor under the low lands of 
Cape Gregory, in 25 fathoms of water. 

After dinner we put our yawls to fea to go a fifhing and 
fliooting. They came back in the evening without having 
taken or killed any thing, excepting one mangy vicuna, which. 
M. Gyraudais fliot. There are numbers of vicunas in this 
country, which is very beautifuh Our people (aw a great quan- 
tity of foxes, wolves, and rats, and met with fome few thickets 
of yellow wood, but no water. 

On Friday the ninth we let fail at day-break. At ten o'clock 
wc got into the fecond narrovvs, and ftcercd our courfc in order to 
pafs between the iilands of St. Elizabeth and St. Bartholomew. 
We afterwards anchored at 1 1 o'clock in the bay of Cape Noir, 
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its point bearing N. N. W. 5 degrees N, where the wood begins 
to appear. 

In vifiting the woods we found none but what was fit for fuel, 
and fome yellow wood. The foil appears pretty good as well 
as the bay; into which we might have advanced much farther, 
the bottom being even : at 8 or 9 fathom of water, a fine fand, 
and muddy nearer the land. In this bay one may be under 
ihelter from the N. N. E. by the W. 

We took in fifhing only one large Cornet, forae Gras-dos, 
with a golden fifh, which was a kind of fmelt. Our fliooting 
parties were much lefs fortunate. By the great quantity of 
buftard's excrement we found fcattered about in the bufhes, 
we imagined, that that bird rauft be very plentiful here in the 
feafon. There is no freih water here ; but there is a lake at the 
diftance of a mile from the bottom of the bay. 

On Saturday the loth, at four in the morning, the fea run- 
ning eaftward; fell twelve fathoms perpendicular. This appears 
contrary to all my fore-mentioned obfervations ; but it might 
proceed from fome crofs tide. 

We continued along the coaft of Patagonia, and found by 
our foundings the depth of water increafe to 35 fathoms, muddy 
bottom, as we advanced towards the South. The coaft is here 
alfo bordered with finer wood, which is found in greater 
quantities. 

Having failed fevcn leagues in this direction, we came to the 
opening of a fmall bay, where we met with a point, even with 
tiSc furface of the water, and extending half a league out. 

Wc had fcarce failed one quarter of a league, after finding no 
((fundings with a hundred fathoms, when all at once we met 
v/ith no more than feventecn fathoms depth of water, and a little ■ 
farih:;roii, only eight fathoms, then five, then four and a half, 
v;ith a fine fandy muddy bottom. Soon after the depth in- 
creafai to five and twenty fathoms. It is to be obfervcd that 
it was high water. Perhaps the fhallowcft of thefe places 
would not have been covered at low water. There is no 
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wood upon this point, which is about feven leagues from Cape 
Noir ; and the bank is one league South Eaft of this point. 
This bank is not marked on the charts of the Streightsj although 
it is very dangerous, being in the middle of the bay ; which I 
imagine to be that called Freftiwater, by its diftance from Port 
Famine. There arc two fmall rivers here, and fome very fine 
wood J and it anfwers exaftly the defcription given of it by the 
Englishman, who named it Frefh water bay. 

We anchored foon after in Port Famine, which we founded, 
and found it good in every part. One may coafl St. Ann's point 
at two cables length withoat danget, if forced to it by the wind ;. 
the leaft depth of water there is .five or fix fathoms, which in- 
creafes gradually to twenty-five at the diftance of a quarter o£" 
a league : bdt one mufl not anchor here, becaufe the bottom is 
rocky, and there is a ftrong current. At the South Weft of this 
point there is a bank one cable's length from land, which is not; 
three feet under water at low tide. 

When the wind will allow of it, it is better to keep out a 
full mile from St. Ann's point, on account of the current j and 
Jeft there fhould ftill be fome lurking rocks under /water, which: 
may have cfcaped our notice : one may caft anchor in eight or 
ten fathoms water, rather towards St. Ann's point, than towards 
the South J for here the depth of the fea fuddenly diminifhes 
even at high water, as well as in the' bottom, where, at 
low watei', there appears a fhallow, uncovered for more than a 
quarter of a league. 

On Saturday the 17th, we founded the fmall bays to the North of 
St. Ann's point, where we found fome banks, extending far out.- 

On Sunday the i8th, we fent after dinner all our carpenters 
on fliore, to cut fome wood for burning and building; which 
was the reafon of our being fent here, as well as to fetch away 
fome trees for planting. 

On Wedncfday the 28th, M. dc la Gyraudais being laden and 
ready, fet fail at feven in the morning to return to the Malouine 
Idands. 

6 On 
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On Friday the 30th, in the morning, I perceived fome favages 
upon the Tandy iHand, which forms the South entrance of the 
bay where we had left them the year before, I went to them, 
and knew them to be the fame favages. They were two and 
twenty men, without women or boats. Having no prcfenls to 
give them, and not being able to make them comprehend me, 
1 embarked again. 

On Sunday the ift of June, early in the morning, the favages 
made fome figns to us ; but the bad weather prevented us from 
coming to them. They made us undcrAand, that they wlHicd 
wc (hould get into the river with our yaw!. 

On the 2d, two of the favages appealed at the bottom of the 
bay, calling out to us in their language. I fent an ofRcer 
in the yawl, to alk them if they would come on board. On the 
ai'rival of the yawl they fled towards the river beckoning us to 
follow them. The officer thought it more prudent not to do it, 
and came on boaid again. At eleven o'clock we faw them come 
out again in {\k canoes. They croficd the bay, pafling within 
mufkct-Oiot of us, but would not come on board ; they went 
and landed in a little creek under St. Ann's point. As I had 
put fix men in this place to cut fire-wood, and the favages were 
very numerous, I immediately armed the yawl and the longboat, 
and went to meet them. At my arrival, fome of them were 
employed in building their huts ; others were fifhing for flicU- 
filh, nuifclcs, patella;, fca-urchins, crabs, bucinna, taking all 
thcfe only from the rocks. Notwithftanding this they have nets 
made with cat-gut. 

After having renewed the alliance made laft year, I diftri- 
biitcd prefents among them, confiding in fome pounds of ver- 
milion, (bme woollen bed-cloaths, fmall looking-glafles, chalk, 
knives, fome clokes, a hatchet, bread, &.c. They would not 
taftc any wine, I did not chufe to olFcr tlicm brandy, left their 
acceptance of it might be attended with dangerous confequcnccs. 
Their company appeared to confift of twenty fix men or boys, 
and forty women and girls, among whom were a great number 
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of young people. The Cliief of them is called Pacha-chui. He 
is diftinguillied fiom the reft by a cap of birds fkins with the 
feathers on. When he receives any vifits he puts it 011 his head, 
which is, no doubt, meant as a mark of his dignity. The pre- 
fence of the meji, who feemed excellively jealous, obhgcd the 
women to aillime an appearance of great modcfty. 

I qucftioned the Chief as well as I could about his religion. 
He gave me to underftand, at leaft I thought I comprehended 
by his figns, that they neither worihip the fun, moon, men, nor 
animals, but only the heavens or the whole univerfe; this he 
repeated (cveral times, always^ lifting up his hands joined toge- 
ther over his head. 

During this time they continued throwing upon the fire, 
without any ceremony, all the wood cut down by our people. 
This oWiged me to fend my fix men to cut wood at a greater 
diftance from thefe favages, to avoid quarrelling with them. 

They exchanged with our people fome bows and arrows, and 
fome necklaces of fliells in return for cloaihs. I then left them, 
and invited them to come on board. Four of them accepted 
ny invitation. I made them dine with me, and entertained 
them in the beft manner I could. They preferred bacon to every 
thing clfe. Their defcrt was a candle to each, which they de- 
voured with great cagerncfs. When dinner was over, 1 had 
them dreifcd from head to foot, and gave them fome trifles with 
wliich they appeared very much plcafedj and then fcnt them 
to land. 

In the afternoon I returned to the huts of the favages. The 
Pacha-chui came to meet me, and. made me a prefent of a kind 
of flint to ftrike fire, like thofe which are found in Canada, ap- 
pearing to be a niarcafite of yellow copper. He afterwards 
dilliibuted the prefents I had made them In the morning. 

One of them was continually muttering! I a(kcd him the 
reafon of this. He gave me to underAand that he was faying 
his prayers, by pointing up to the heavens as the Pacha-chui 
had done in the morning. This feemed to imply that they wor- 
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fliipped fome divinity, but I could not comprehend what the" 
divinity was, nor under what title he was adored. 

Both men and women have no other drefs than the fkins of 

fca-wolvcs, vicunas, guanacoes, otters, and lynxes, which they 

throw on their fhoulders. Moft of them are bare-headed. A 

bird's fkin with the feathers on, covers their private paits. TI>e 

men call themfelves Pacb-pachevei the women Cup-cap, They 

taught me thefc names by /hewing me firlt their peribns, and 

afterwards the parts which diftin;;uifh the fex. Both men and 

women are thin. Their canoes are illbuih, in comparifon with 

thofe of the favages of Canada. The women are the pcrfons 

employed in rowing and fifhing. They have a number of dogs, 

refembling foxes ; which they call Ouchi ; and their canoes, 

Sborou, 

It is to be dbferved, that the morning tkles are always equal 
every morning; rile very little in open lea, and are only as the 
neap. tides. 

On Wcdnefday morning the 4th, the favages made no fcruple 
of burning five or fix cords of wood, which our people had cut 
down, but they afiifted in bringing the reft on board. 

At noon the Pacha-chui came on board our frigate, attended 
by eleven men. I made him dine with me, and gave the others 
ibme bifcuit, and a piece of tallow 3 and for their drink three 
pints of the oil of fea-wolvcs. They ate and drank all up with 
a moft excellent appetite. I afterwards drcffed the Pacha-chui, 
and giving fome trifles to the others, fcnt them all on fliore. 

On the 6th, all the favages, pleafcd with the reception I had 
given their comrades, came in four canoes to pay me a vifit. 
But as they had large fires in their canoes, I would not Aiffer 
them to come on board, at which they feemcd difpleafcd. I 
ordered them fome bifcuit and^ oil ; and after dinner lent them 
back without giving them any rcafon for it. 

On Sunday the 8th, the favages began to be troublefomc : 
they ftolc feveral hatchets, fome provifions, and deaths from us. 
As ihey fcemed inclinable to theft and fraud, I took the refo- 
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lutibn to Jet nobody lie oa (liore, anrl to fiibmit to the incon- 
venience of having all the utcnlils and tools brought back, 
every night. 

On Monday the 9th, the favages ftolc again fomc harpoons, 
hatchets, iron-wedges, and mauls. I complained of this to the 
Pacha-chui, and dtlired our tools might be returned, but to no 
purpofe. I then gave them to underftand, that if tliey perfifted 
in ihefe pradtlces, wc fliould treat them in a difFcrcnt maimer. 

Their boat, which had crolled the bay laft night, now brought 
them a dying man, about forty years of age, who was exceed- 
ingly emaciated. 

la the afternoon, our wood-cutters rcprelcntcd to me, that 
they loft a great deal of time in coming back 10 lie on board, 
and tlien returning in the morning to the wood : they therefore 
alked leave to lie on ihore, I confented to this, defiring them at 
die fame time, to treat the favages mildly if they came to vilit them. 

For this purpofe, I placed a difcreet perfon at the head o^ 
them, and with him his brother, a man of a mild difpofition, 
and who, from being ufed to live among the favages of Canada, 
was in fome mcafure acquainted with their manners: and after 
recommending it to them to keep a flricl watch left they ftiould 
be furprized, I returiied to the iliip. 

On Thurfday the 12th, about four o clock in the morning, 
we heard fome noife among the favages. Three of their canoes, 
with a great number of women in them and fome men, came 
up to our frigate. 1 gave them fome pieces of bread, and fome 
oil of fea-wolvcs, the greatcft part of which they put into a 
kind of bladder they had brought on purjvjfe, and drank off the 
reft. I would not iuli'cr them to come on board, on account of 
their being (o much addicted to theft, and bccaufc tlicy had got 
large .firc3 in their canoes. This day I obfervcd, contrary to 
the common cuftom, that the men were nut painted ; only fom^ 
few of them were painted black, which gave tliem a very fright- 
ful appearance. The women were all fpotted with blacky having 
their faces and necks bloody, as if they had fcratchcd themfdves 
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with thorns. Two of tlieir canoes doubled St. Ann's point* 
going to the North. 

On Sunday the 15th, in the morning, I went to pay a vifit tor 
the ravages. Not feeing the fick man, I afked them what was 
become of him; they made me comprehend he was dead. The 
cries we had heai'd on Thurfday morning were probably the 
maiks of their mourning. They feemed all very much affli^led, 
and were all painted black, contrary to the ufual cullom j and- 
the women appeared fcratched all over, as if they had been torn 
with pins. I obfcrved that they Ihewcd much regret for the 
dead man. I aflted them by figns what they had done with him. 
They anfwercd me only by lifting up their hands to heaven, 
repeating the fame figns feveral times, in order I fuppoic tc 
make me undcrftand the deceafcd was there: from whence it- 
may be conjectured that they believe in a future ftatc. They* 
would never tell me what they had done with the dead body. I* 
am inclined to think they had tranfported it in one of their 
canoes, with which they had doubled St. Ann's point. I diftri-* 
buted fome bifcuit and oil of fca-woU'es among them. 

On Monday the 16th, I perceived two canoes of favagcs^ 
coming towards us, and all the reft going out of the bay, I'^' 
put myfelf into our yawl, taking fome bi^ad and oil along witlf 
me. When I came near them, I made them a fign to foHOw 
me to land which they did very readily, I gave thcm-the bread 
and oil. They broke up their camp, and thofc who ftakl be- 
hind were gathering up the remains of it. They made me 
undcrftand that they were going to live at the diftanccof a league 
from that place, in one of the fmall bays to the Nortii of Sts 
Ann's point, "Lccaufe the ftiell-filh became fcarce in the place 
where they were. The Pacha-chui was in one of the two boats, 
and was coming with an intcntioi> to thank rae, and to apprize 
mc of his departure. 

I then vcntuied to alk him, if any of his young people would 
come away with us, making him undcrftand as well as 1 could, 
that I would biing him back in a twelvemonth. He anfwcFed 

by 
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>y figns that he confented, and immediately prefented one of 
them to me, who fecmed fatisfied. We then left each other, and 
I brought away my young Tavagc with me, to put him on board, 
I drefied him, and entertained him as well as 1 could. TJic Chief 
went out of the bay to join his troop. 

On Tuefday the 17th our favage feemed to be pleafed with 
us i and even looked contented and chearful. About ten o'clock; 
fevcnteen favages coming by land from a fmall bay which lay 
North of us, and where they were encamped, paid a vifit to 
their companion; We went to meet them, taking him along 
with US; and I gave them fome bread and oil for their breakfaft. 
As we were" going back, another of them alketl leave to come 
on board to rtay with his comrade. As the offer was voluntary 
I^ookhim along with me. 

Towards fix o'clock in the evening, I perceived that our two 
ravages were (d melancholy a? even to flicd tears, and that they 
were conftahtly looking towards land. I was not at a lofs to 
find out the caufc of this uncafinefs; and thought it natural 
that they muft on refle6lion regret the refolution they had taken. 
Notwiihftanding my dcfirc of bringing them away, in hopes 
that I might afterwards receive fome ufeful information from 
them, I determined to fend them back, and reftore them to that 
liberty which they certainly imagined they had lofl. I made 
them get into our yawl, and had them condutfJed back to land. 
They exprefied much joy when i hey came on fiiore, and defircd 
thty miglu go to tlicir families. 

On Wednefday, at 9 o'clock, they came to aflc for fome bread 
and oil. I ordered fome to be diftnbuted to them, and having 
aflifted in loading our longboat, they went back to their firll 
encampment. At four o'clock in the afternoon they left us, 
making me undcrftand that they were going to re(V, bccaufc the 
moon, which they call St'rcon was uj); but that they would come 
beak, and bring with them the two young men who had bteii 
en board of us. When we got back ^o our fliip, we heard two 
guns firci the fignal agrecci upon between us to call, for help, in 
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cafe we fhoulJ be attacked by the ra\^ges. I then fufpecled that 
our people were ci>gp.<;ed with them. I immediately had our 
boats araietl, and fcnc them to their afiiftance, but it was too late : 
the vit'^ory was already gained, and the favages routed when wc 
landed. The affair happened in the following manner; 

Twenty, or fix and twenty favages, as wc were told, came 
down fecretiy and filently tinough tl»e wood behind the worky 
fliop ; and three of them entered fuddcniy uno the hut where 
our people were, who thinking that the favages fccmed.to have 
fome mifchievous defign, , placed thcmfclves at the entrance of lh« 
hut to hinder the reft from coming in. They then attempted 
to force their way, and not fuccceding fell upon our meni 
fome attempting to feize their legs, in order to throw them 
down, and probably to bind them, being provided with largf 
llraps in form of flings, having at the end a dart about fix inches 
long, made of a jagged bone ; the reft: beat them with Urge ilicks* 
Our people, though they were furprized at fo fudden a declaration 
of war, were not difcouraged. They fcized their cuilaIE;s, and 
exerted themfelves bravely againft their enemies, dcilroying as 
many of them as they could; by which means they threw th€ 
favages into confufion and routed them: our people however 
were but fevcn againft twenty-five ; three favages remained dead 
upon the field of battle, exclufive of the wounded j three of our 
people were wounded j the mafter carpenter received feveral 
blows upon the head with a ftick; another v/^ dangeroufly 
wounded in the head with a cutlafs; and his brother was cut on 
»the hand with the fame inftrument, which has quite difabled 
him. The wounded were drefled as foon as they came on board. 
One of the three was afterwards trepanned. 

On Friday the 20th, in the morning, I fcnt the longboat to 
fetch away the timber, and to bury the tluee iavages in the fan>e 
grave. After having raifcd the ground to a certain height, we 
placed their ikins or cloaks, with tJieir flioes on the top, that the 
other iavages might i^nd out the place where their dead com- 
panions lay j and that they fliould not think we had eaten them ; 

which 
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which perhaps they might do, if they were unable to find the 
dead bodies. 

On Sunday the 23d, we were at the entrance of the narrows ; 
and at eleven o'clock we faw feveral fires on the low lands of 
Gape Gregory.- In coafting thefe, we difcovered about 90 or 
lOQ men, ■■ mod of them on horfeback, who followed us to the 
place of anchorage; thinking, without doubt, that we ihould 
anchor there. • But I was prevented by the wind blowing frefh, 
and the weather being favourable for failing out of the Streights. 
Wc made twelve leagues fince morning, the favages making 
fighs to us all the while. At nine o'clock in -the evening we 
cleared Cape Virgin^ and left the Streights. 



Remarks made in 1766 in the Str eights of Magellan ^ from Cape 
Virgin to Cape Rond ; by M,-de la Gyraudais^ Lieutenant of a 
Frigate^ at prefent Captain if a fife-fliip, 

CAPE Virgin is of the fame height as Cape Frehel, in the 
road of St. Malo, and has the fame form. At two leagues 
and a half weftward, it fends forth a low point, which extends 
a league out at fea to the South, with a ridge of rocks, which 
is covered by the tide at tvw> caWes length from this point ; and 
againft which the fea breaks with great violence. This ridge is 
not marked upon the chart of the Streights, any more than a 
bay in which we anchored. The coaft is rather high and found, 
from Cape Virgin to Cape Podefiion. One may fail along it at 
the diftance of half a league without any -danger. Pofleffion bay 
is large. It fliclters fhips from the wiiul, from the W. S, W. 
to the N. E. pafljng by the N. It may tafily be known by AT. 
de Gennes' plan, which is accuraic in the didanccs, and the 
bearing of the lands ; except with regani to Lion*s illand, which 
he does not place fufficiently to the V/.-Si W. by one league and 
a half at leaft.- Over PoU'eHion bay, there. is a large cape, and 

to 
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to tilt 5. W. of tUs, four finaB hnrnmncfct fitutcd near cadi 
odicr« 

From dm b^ till one gets bq'oiid the firft mnam%, fix cooft 
k Jow and bmd on the (larboard Ode going in. After tlus 
oooics the bay fioocaut, formed by the firft narrows, and Cape 
Gregory wbidi is pretty high* Two leagues in land tbcre u a 
mountain, running N. £. and S. W, and a very hig^ even bad, 
which is ken a long while before one enters the firft narrows. 

After palling the iecond narrows, the land riies, and there are 
(evcral hoJlows from this to St. Elizabeth's iiland ; and fiom 
thence to the main land, which muft be coaftcd as near as poP- 
fibie, particul^iy on the Bood; becaufe the tide throws with 
prodigious force againft St. Bartholomew's ifland. The pafla^c 
is between theic two iiiands to Cape Noir, which is high i and 
where there is \'ery convenient and good anchorage, called hf 
M. dc Gennes, Frefliwatcr, though it is not fo. Here we begin 
to find wood. Frefhwater is fix leagues beyond, in a creek, the 
ftarboaid point of which is very low, and where there is no 
wood. Here in founding acrofs we had no ground at fifty 
fathoms. Two minutes after we faw the bottom, and at four 
fathoms fine grey fand. We followed this bottom a quarter of 
a league farther, taking care to keep rather wide of it. I 
would advife not to go nearer to it than the difVance of two 
leagues. From thence to Port Famine the land is high, as it Is 
alfo to the bay of Cape Rond. 



Ohfirvaihns on the I'erra dfi Futgo Jide^ from ibe <ntran€< of the 

SUeigbti, 

FROM the fide of Cape Virgin, to two leagues and a half 
within, the land is high and found. Here there is a very 
low point, extending one league out at fea S. E, and N. W. To 
the N- and S. of tliis point, and one league wide of it, is a fiioal 

bottom. 
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bottom. The coaft afterwards forms a hollow, not to be fecn 
but in fine weather, as far as Cape Orange, which makes the 
entrance on the lai board fide of the firft narrows. Here is a 
ridge of rocks which covers at high water, and extends N. E. 
S. W. to the diftance of two long leagues from this caps. From 
hence to the fide of the fecond narrows, the land forms another 
hollow ; and from the fecond narrows to the fide of Cape Rond, 
the land is very high, and forms an appearance of four hills. 
Between thefe poffibly there may be fome bays. M, de Genncs 
has not marked the two low points of land, placed before, and 
on this fide of Cape Rond, at one league and a half or two 
leagues diilance. 



ExtraSi of the Journal of the fame M, de la Gyraudais command" 
ing bis Majeflys Pinky fEloile, going from the Mahuine I/lands 
to the Streigbts of Magellan, 

I Believe there is a greater diftance between the Malouine 
Ifiands and the main land of Patagonia, than is marked 
upon the charts; for the Eagle found herfclf by her reckoning 
eighteen leagues ahead of the fliip, as well in going as in 
coming back. We founded frequently, and found fixty fathoms, 
mixed bottom, with white coral, and a gun flint, which was re- 
markable enough. Here we faw fcveral whales, fome fea-larks, 
larger than common, fome pinguins, divers, pctterils, ofpreys, 
and large gulls. 

From the twentieth to the firft of May we had thick weather,, 
which hindered us from feeing land, when we were more than 
half a league diftance from it : the fea feemed agitated as if we 
had been in a race. The water was here difcolouied at eight 
leagues from the ftiore, but more fo at the mouth of the Streights. 
At ten, the weather clearing up, we faw land, diftance four 
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leagues. By our reckoning wc ftill found the Matouine IflaucJs 
farther off from the main land, than is lain down by our charts. 

On the fifth inflant, about four in the afternoon, we faw a 
fire on the coaft of Patagonia, Upon coming nearer, we faw 
fcven men with their horfcs. We could not difcern whether 
they were naked or clothed. Wlien they perceived that we had 
got beyond the place where they had made their fires, they fol- 
lowed along the coaft, mounted upon their borfes, and dogs 
after them. Seeing that wc continued our courle, they 
fhouied, but we could not comprehend their meaning. The 
wind and tide being in our favour, wc loll fight of the Pata- 
gonians and pafled the firfi: narrows. It was a league and a half 
over. Between five and fix we anchored in the bay Boucaut, 
at three leagues from Gape Gregory, with ten fathoms water, 
muddy bottom of fand and fniall flicils, at the diftance of a full 
league from the land. One Ihould not cafl: anchor in leifer depth 
of water; for the fea fell three or four farlioms in tlie night- 
time. The coaft is well laid down in M. de Gennes' plan. 

From the 6th to the 7th, in the night, we again faw fires on 
the Patagonian coaft. At eight o'clock this fire was of one fide 
of us, and we diftinguiflicd fome Patagonians on ftiorc, by 
means of our fpying glafics. The Eagle and myfclf put out our 
yawls to fea, and fcnt them with fifteen men well armed, inclu- 
ding the officer, to the fpot where we faw feven of the favagcs. 
They paid our people fome compliment in their own language. 
Our feamen could not underftand them ; but imagined 
their faces and behaviour exprelFed a fatisfaclion at feeing us. 
After the fiift comphments, ihcy condudlcd our people to their 
fires. 

Here they examined the Patagonians at their leifurc, and 
found them to be men of the higheft ftature: the leaft of them 
was five feet feven inches (French meafure), and of a bulk beyond 
the proportion of their height, which made them appear Icfe 
tall than they are. They have large ftrong limbs, and broad 
faces; their complexion is extremely tanned, tlicir forehead high, 
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their nofe flat and broad i their cheeks are full, and their mouth 
large -, their teeth arc very white, and well ranged, and tlieir 
liair black. They are ftronger than our Europeans of ihc 
fame iixe. 

The words they pronounced were, Ecboura, Cbaoa^ Didon^ ahi, 
ahij obi^ Cboveri^ ^kalU^j Macban^ Nattcorj, Pifo. Thefc were the 
only words our people could gather, while they were warming 
themfelves at their fires. 

M. dc St. Simon, an officer, who by order of the miniftry 
embarked with us for the Malouine Iflands with prefcnts for the 
natives, acquitted himfelf extremely well of his commiiHon. He 
gave them fome harpoons, bludgeons, bedding, woollen caps, 
vermilion, and in fhort every thing he thought would be moll 
agreeable to them. They appeared very well pleafed. 

They arc clothed with the (kins of guanacos, vicunas, and 
other animals, fewcd together in form of fquare clokes which 
reach below the calf of the leg almort to the ancle. They have 
a fort of bulkins or half-boots, made of the fame ikins, with the 
ftiag on the infide, as it is alfo in their clokes, which are very 
well fewed together in regular compartments, and painted on 
the outfidc with blue and red figures, bearing a rcfcmblance to 
Chinefc chara(5ters. The figures however are almoft all alike, 
and divided by flraight lines which form forts of fquares and 
lozenges •. They have fomething like hats ornamented with 
feathers, much in the fame manner as ours. Some of thefe hats 
refemble very much the Sjianifh caps. 

Several of our people went a fliooting at fome dilVancc, where 
they killed a few partridges, and favv fome carcales of vicunas. 

R r 2 The 



* M. tie la Gyraudais received 2s a prefent from thefe Patagonians, when he 
vifited ihcm at his return to the Malouine I Hands, fevcral of their clokes. Tome 
of their weapon, Totnc flings armed with ftones, and Come necklaces of fljc!I» 
from their wotnen. He brought them to Paris, and gave pare of them to M» 
d'Arboulin, who had fome of them prefenicd to the ICing, and kept the reft. I ex- 
amined them at leifurc, and although 1 am rather more than five feet feven inL'hca 
(French mtafure) one of cheic clokei thrown on my Oioulders, (as the Pata- 
goniim wear them} trailed or the ground at leaft a foot aod a half. 
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The country they went over is uncultivated, barren, and diy. 
There is nothing but heatli upon it, and very little grafs. The 
horfcs of the favages fcem to be very bad, but they manage 
them with great dexterity. The Patagonians made fome prefents 
to our people who were returned from iliootirig. Thefe were 
round ftones, of tlie fize of a two-pounder ball. They are placed 
in a iirap of leather, faftened and fewed to the end of a firing 
of catgut twifted like a rope. It is a kind of a fling, which they 
ufe very dexteroufly for killing animals a hunting. On the end, 
oppofite to that which fixes the round flone, there is another 
ftone placed, half the fize of the former, and clofely covered-all 
over with a kind of bladder. They hold the fmall flone in their 
hand after having pafTed the cord between their fingers i and 
then making a turn with the arm, as in calling a fling, they 
throw the weapon at the animal, whom they can reach, and kill 
at the diftance of four" hundred feet. 

The complexion of the women is tolerably clear, for they arc 
TOuch kfs tanned than the men, yet they are proportioned to 
them in fize. They are alfo drefTcd in a cloke, wear bulkins^ 
and a kind of fmall apron, which only hangs down half the 
length of their thighs. They certainly pluck out their eyebrows 
for they Iiave none. Their hair is drelTed in front, and they 
have no hats. 

Thefe Patagonians are ignorant of the pafTion of jealoufy, at 
lead there is reafon to think {o, from their encouraging ouc 
people to handle the breafls of their wives and daughters, and 
making them lie promifcuoufly with them, when J paid them a 
vifjt on my return to the Malouine Iflands. 
■ We gave them bread which they ate, and fome tobacco for 
chewing and fmoking. By their manner of ufmg it, wc faw 
plainly it was no novelty to them. They would not drink any 
wine. When wc had besn five or fix hours with them, they 
grc.v more familiarized. They were very curious, fearched our 
pockets, were very defirous of feeing every thing, and examined 
us .with attention from head to foot. 

We 
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We mounted their horfes, which were equipped with bridle^ 
faddle and flirrups. They ufe botli whip and fpurs j and feemcd 
fatisfied and well pleafed to fee our people ride their horfes. 
When I had a gun fired for fignal to bring our people back, 
they (hewed not the leaft emotion or furprife. When we went 
away they entreated us much to ftay with them, giving us to 
underftand by figns, that they would fupply us with food, and 
though they had nothing to oft'er us at prefcnt, yet they foon ex- 
pc6*^cd fome of their people to return from fporting. We an- 
iwered them alfo by figns that we could not poflibly flay; and 
that we were going diredtly to a certain place, which vve attempted 
to point out to them, endeavouring at the fame time to make 
them comprehend that we wiflied them to bring us fome oxen 
and horfes. We know not whether they underftood us. 

On the eighth, having fet fail from Bay Boucaut, and anchored 
under Cape Gregory, we went a fhooting on (bore, and the foil 
appeared the fame as on the laft fpot. After we had walked 
about a league, we met with two herds of vicunas, each condft- 
ing of three or four hundred, of which we could not kill more 
than one with a mufket charged with ball. I alfo fhot a Stink- 
bingfem^ which I left on account of its oiTenfivc fmell. I like- 
wife fired at a wolf, but all thefe animals are very wild, and will 
not fufFer any one to approach them. 

At half paft fix in the morning of the ninth, vve got under 
fail in .very pleafant weather. M, de Gennes in his draught lays 
down the fecon:! narrows Eafl and Weil corrected by the globe, 
but he has marked it two points too much to the Wert. I 
would advifii to keep the Patat^onian (liore till you. come to the 
North and South of Elizabeth's inand; on account of the flrong 
tide which rui^s upon St. Banholomew and Lyon iflands, and 
upon fome ftioals lying off thofe illands. We coaftcd clofe tO' 
Elizabeth's illand, till we came to Cape Noir, where vve anchored 
in eight fathoms water, Tandy and muddy bottom, with brokea 
£bells. 

Fi^onx 
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From Friday the ninth to the tenth, we kept along the Pata- 
gonian fhoie» at the diftance of a league and an half. The 
coaft appeared woody, but on the return of our boat \vc were 
told the wood was not good for much. Being near a low point 
wc founded, and no ground at fifty fathoms. An inflant after 
wc faw the bottom, wliich was fandy, and at four fathoms 
water; this obliged us to haul off. 

From the loth to the nth we had much wind, and foggy 
weather, with a very rough fca. As we were no more than five 
leagues from Port Famine, I determined to go and anchor there. 
The Eagle followed us, and we foon had rcafon to be pleafed 
with this refolution, for a quarter of an hour after wc came to 
anchor, we could not difccrn any object at the diflance of half 
a cannon- fhot from us» and the wind Ml continued blowing 
very hard. 

From the nth to the 12th, the fog and rainy weather con- 
tinued. Having walked round the bay, wc met with fome fine 
wood, and difcovcrcd a very rapid river, on the larboard point 
of the mouth of the bay. This Ibeam makes the fea as dirty 
and as turbid, as a river overflowing from abundance of rains. 

On the water- fide there were kvcn or eight huts belonging 
to the favages, which they had but lately quitted. I fired a gun, 
and hoiUcd our flag, in order to attratfl the favages from the 
neighbouring parts. 

From the I3ih to the 14th there was a high wind, followed 
by a prodigious violent ftonn>, which ended in a great fall of 
rain, fuccecdetl by fnow and hail, which lafted till noon, when 
the weather grew calm. 

From the j6th to the 17th, we met with fome very fine wood, 
and fent an officer and thirty men on {hore, to pitch a tent, 
and cut roads through the wx>ods. We were conflantly em- 
ployed in cutting and fliipping our wood till the 17th, when we 
unmoored, leaving the Eagle to complete her caigo^ and bring 
up ours to the Malouinc lHands. 

5 From 
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From the 29th to the 30th, at ten in the morniug, wc faw a 
fire on fliore> which the favagcs had kindled on our account. 
We (leered towards the fire, and faw fome men and hoifes. 

From the 30lh to the 31ft, the night coming upon us un- 
awares, we came to our anchorage by the hght of two fires 
which the favages had made far us, one upon a mountain, the 
other upon the fea-fide. We anchored in nineteen fathoms, 
black muddy bottom, with fraall fliells. 

At day-break the favages fhoutcd, in order that we fhould 
come to them. I put my yaw! and longboat to fca well armed, 
and with prcfents, I went on fliore, where I found three hun- 
dred favages, including men, women, and children. Not ex- 
|>c^ing to meet with fo many, I was obliged to go on board 
again to fetch fome more piefents. 

From the 31ft to bunday the firft of June 1766, the wind 
having driven our yawl from fliore, which v/as empty, our peo- 
ple were under fome anxiety for fear of lofing it. The favages 
perceiving ihis, one of them who was on horfeback, fpurrcd his 
hprfe, and plunged with him into the fea, to fwira after the 
yawl. He gut hold of it, and brought it back to our fcamen^ 
Perhaps we who pique ourfelvcs fo much upon our i>olitcnefs, 
affability, and humanity, and who call thefc Patagonians fa- 
vages, would hardly have done (o much for tliem, in a fmiilar 
circumftancc. 

At feveu in the morning the longboat went to fliore with the 
reft of the prefcnls, which the ftormy weather had prevented us 
fending fooner. It came back with thirteen of our people who 
had ftayed with the favages fince ycllerday morning. They told 
us that the(e Paiagonian giants Iiad treated them with the 
utmoll civility according to their maimer, and given them marks 
of the fmcereft friendfliip, even fo far as to invite them to lie 
with their wives and daughters ; that they had given them fome 
flcfh of tlic guanncos, fevcral of their clokes, and fome of their 
flings i and the women fome of their necklaces made of (hells. 

They 
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They alfo made me a prefent of twelve horfes j which I could 
not keep for want of forage. 

The piece of civility moft troublefome to our folks, was that 
of being obliged to lie promifcuouny among the Patagonians j 
who often lay thre;^ or four together upon one of our people, 
to keep the cold from them -, fo that their mufkets and other 
aims became ufelefs. They would tl.ercfore have had no re- 
fource.left but in their pocket-knives, v/hich would not have been 
of much fervice for defending them, in cafe of neceffity againft 
live or fix hundred men, including women and children, and all 
of them proportionally of an enormous ftature, both in height 
and bulk. Each man or woman, had one or two dogs, and as 
many horfes. Tliey fecmed to be of a mild difpolition, and very 
humane- It would be eafy to eftablifli a very profitable trade 
with them, for their horfes, and for the ikins of vicunas, which 
are fo much valued, and bear fo high a price in Europe. The 
fkins of guanacos are alfo excellent, though not fo fine. 

From the 7th to the 8th, a very high wind, rainy and thick 
weather. The fea was terrible, the wind blowing always by 
iqualls. 

From Sunday the Sth to the 9th, the fea was very rough, with 
rain, hail, fnow, and fogs. At nine we faw land without 
knowing what it was : at noon we found it to be Sebald de 
Wertz iflands, which bore S. E. diftance ten leagues. 

On the 15th we caft anchor in Acarron bay, in the fame 
place from whence we fct out. 
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